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   Legion Contacts 

Commander 

Mark Maloney 

845   54th Ave  Apt E 

Winona, MN  55987—1584 

507-513-1582 

markmaloney1962@gmail.com 

 

Adjutant 

Wayne A Hammon   

115 East Cabot St 

LeRoy, MN  55951 

507-696-2707 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

 

Membership 

Mary Hanson 

1701  4th  AVE  SW 

Austin, MN  55912 

507—440— 3606 

mfhanson52@charter.net 

 

Chaplain 

Richard Skillestad 

219  6th St SW   Eyota, MN  55934 

507-545-2885 or 507-250-5329 

richardh33@embarqmail.com 
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      VICE—COMMANDER    INFORMATION 

Area One   - Robert Schmidt 
                       1104  West Center St 
                        Lake City, MN  55041 
                        651—448—3687 
                        msgbob79@gmail.com 
 
Area Two  - Chuck Stone   
                       1625 Crestview LN                     
                       Owatonna, MN   55060 
                       507-213-7517 
                        castoney@hotmail.com 
 
Area Three   -   
                           Open  
                            
                             
                              
      
Area  Four   -   Cole Wilcox 
                           807  North Everett  St 
                           LeRoy, MN   55951 
                           507—481—7822 
                           colewilcox86@gmail.com 

MEDICAL   EQUIPMENT  AVAILIABLE                                          

Kasson Post 333 has a over supply of medical equip-

ment which includes hospital beds with mattresses,  

wheel chairs (both regular and electric), motorized 

scooters and much more. If interested please call 

Richard Denny at 507—259—2081 for more infor-

mation. 

    IMPORTANT DATES 

Coast Guard Birthday   -  

8/4/24. 

Purple Heart Day  -       

8/7/24 

VJ Day (1945) -                   

8/14/ 24 

August 23—29, 2024 is 

the American Legion Na-

tional Convention in 

New Orleans. 

Sept 21, 2024  -  Harvest 

Rally at Fridley Post 303. 

Time TBA 
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    Greeting First District; 

 As I start my second year as First District Commander,  with more experience than my first year, I think it makes 
it a lot easier to do the tasks of the district without having to learning curve and concentrate on the task at hand 
running right out of the gate.  

If you have the time and patience to do one of the district jobs, then by all means do it. If you have tried one 
then ask yourself, is it worth it ? My answer would be yes, because it gives you a purpose and something to look 
forward to of you are retired or need s way to fell needed. 

We all had that calling to serve a greater purpose as we joined the military. We wondered what life after the 
service would be like. The answer is joining a service group, example, American Legion,  which making life better 
for active-duty members, veterans and their families to make it better for their families to survive on the pay 
they receive. Also to make sure they have the help and equipment to do the job that is asked of them to protect 
our freedoms and make sure the US citizens and government has their backs. That may include helping to pay 
bills,  and help prevent homelessness. Do we not owe our veterans more respect that we are giving them? 

Also as I go thought out the district, I have seen post employees sitting around and not doing what they were 
hired to do. Like bartenders sitting with customers, gambling managers sitting at the bat drinking  just to name a 
few. So, post commanders could you please take my advice and have your employee standards in place and 
have your employees sign them. We do not need to lose any post revenue due to stupidity, especially the liquor 
or gambling licenses. 

In closing, this year, I will pay to the post who has members with the most attendance at the District Events 
throughout this membership year, a three (3) year membership program payment. Sign in sheets will be at all 
events for everyone to sign, please find them and sign. At the end of the year the Commander of the post with 
the most attendance at the events will be given the three (3) year membership program payment to give to the 
member who attended the most not including the District Officers. 

Thank You 
 
First District Commander 
Mark Maloney III 
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American Legion Department of Minnesota 
 

Beware: Bad Actors Want to Steal from Veterans 

Attributable to 10th District Commander Kristy Janigo  

and Department Service Officer Ray Kane 

July 25, 2024 

Thieves are working aggressively to steal from veterans, veteran service organizations, veteran nonprofits and gov-

ernment agencies that work with veterans.  

It’s a numbers game. If they get one success out of 100 attempts, that’s worth                                                        

their efforts. Don’t fall prey to their predator tactics. 

A post for a veteran service organization received a text from someone                                                                                      

claiming to be a Hennepin County veteran service officer and asking for                                                                                                                  

$200. Soon, the CVSO learned the same message was sent to another post.                                                                            

This time, the post shared a screenshot (shown). 

In another case, people sat in front of a home in their car for a long time,                                                                                       

then knocked on the door and sought knowledge of a veteran who was related                                                                         

to the homeowner. They got angry when it was denied. In yet another, a                                                                            

husband-wife duo at a post’s bar late at night kept asking veterans for their                                                                                   

middle names, after hearing their other names. The husband claimed to be                                                                    

an Army veteran. When asked where he took AIT, he said Korea. Clearly, he was a 

fake. 

People who work as veteran service officers at the federal, state and county levels, as well as veteran service organi-

zation are quite familiar with calls from masked numbers seeking knowledge of personnel information, especially DD-

214s. Some go so far as to claim being nurses, medical staff or first responders, or they claim to be investigators of 

medical malpractice or negligence. 

The American Legion Department of Minnesota is working with the Minnesota Attorney General’s Office to fight 

claim sharks and fraudulent attempts at personal information of veterans. 

• Be smart. Check the email address or phone number, not merely the name of the sender, to see if it is real. Many 

scammers claim to be from an organization you know or trust. 

• Protect the personal information of your loved ones, fellow veterans and their spouses. Scammers will use personal 

information they have in order to gain more personal information from you. Don’t be fooled by it. 

• Veterans have earned the benefit of representation with no cost to the veteran. Do not pay for VA claims when 

veteran service organizations and county veteran service officers provide claim services for no charge. Contact The 

American Legion or your CVSO to take advantage of benefits you have earned. You will have a trusted veteran on your 

side. 
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Beware: Bad Actors Want to Steal from Veterans                         
CONTINUED 

 

 

• Resist any pressure to act immediately. You always, always have time to think and gain reflection on any topic. 

Here is a list of the types of common scammer tactics: 

Spoofing: Disguising an email address, social media profile, sender name, phone number or website to convince you 

that you are interacting with a trusted source.  

Phishing: Email sent with the intention of deceiving you to act. Example: You see emails from the department 

commander, telling you to reply, but you realize it isn’t his true email address.  

Smishing: This is phishing via text message. Facebook Messenger is full of this problem. We regularly see it tell us 

Facebook will cancel our Facebook Page if we don’t act within 24 hours. 

Vishing: This is phishing via phone. The caller usually makes recipients believe they will be fined or miss out on an 

opportunity. 

Tell Me About Yourself: During a phone call, the scammer may ask you to verify who you are by asking you to 

confirm your personal information. Sometimes, they act like they are loan officers or some other trusted position. 

To report fraud, visit the Minnesota Attorney General’s Office at www.ag.state.mn.us/Consumber/Scams, or call 

651-296-3353 (Twin Cities) or 800-657-3787 (outside the Twin Cities).  

The VA has a toll-free Veteran Identity Theft Helpline at 855-578-5492. The VA also provides further tips for fraud 

prevention at this website: www.va.gov/initiatives/protecting-veterans-from-fraud/. 

 

Media may contact:  

10th District Commander Kristy Janigo, 612-708-9029, kristy.janigo@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Media may contact:  

10th District Commander Kristy Janigo, 612-708-9029, kristy.janigo@gmail.com 
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 The American Legion, Dept of MN, First District  2024 Membership Report for August 1, 2024 

Dist Post Location 
New 
2024 

 PUFL   
2024 

Online 
2024 

Trad  
2024 

Paid 
2024 

HQ Trans 
2024 

Total 
Membr 

2024 

Goal 
2024 

% of Goal 
HQ 

Trans 
2024 

Last yr at 
this date 

1 9 Winona  10 32 0 400 442 8 450 466 96.57% 0 0 

1 90 Lewiston 6 10 0 63 79 1 80 79 101.27% 0 0 

1 190 St Charles 0 15 0 83 98 0 98 109 89.91% 0 0 

1   Winona County 16 57 0 546 619 9 628 654 96.02% 0 0 

1 50 Wabasha 7 39 0 154 200 1 201 206 97.57% 0 0 

1 110 Lake City 9 14 0 131 154 4 158 177 89.27% 0 0 

1 179 Plainview 6 25 0 110 141 0 141 145 97.24% 0 0 

1 546 Kellogg 0 7 0 47 54 0 54 57 94.74% 0 0 

1 573 Elgin 0 3 0 23 26 0 26 27 96.30% 0 0 

1 579 Millville 0 19 0 88 107 0 107 105 101.90% 0 0 

1 588 Mazeppa 2 8 0 52 62 1 63 65 96.92% 0 0 

1   Wabsha County 24 115 0 605 744 6 750 782 95.91% 0 0 

1 92 Rochester 10 92 0 542 644 6 650 705 92.20% 0 0 

1 119 Byron 0 18 0 87 105 0 105 112 93.75% 0 0 

1 164 Stewartville 10 21 0 244 275 1 276 279 98.92% 0 0 

1 446 Rochester 2 2 0 10 14 0 14 12 116.67% 0 0 

1 551 Eyota 2 23 0 153 178 0 178 187 95.19% 0 0 

1   Olmsted County 24 156 0 1036 1216 7 1223 1295 94.44% 0 0 

1   Area One 64 328 0 2187 2579 22 2601 2731 95.24% 0 0 

1 295 West Concord 2 6 0 30 38 0 38 41 92.68% 0 0 

1 330 Hayfield 2 16 0 161 179 0 179 174 102.87% 0 0 

1 333 Kasson 10 30 0 187 227 2 229 249 91.97% 0 0 

1 384 Dodge Center 2 7 0 58 67 0 67 70 95.71% 0 0 

1 422 Claremont 2 3 0 23 28 0 28 30 93.33% 0 0 

1   Dodge County 18 62 0 459 539 2 541 564 95.92% 0 0 

1 52 Blooming Prairie 2 16 0 58 76 0 76 84 90.48% 0 0 

1 77 Owatonna 2 51 0 287 340 2 342 372 91.94% 0 0 

1 296 Ellendale 1 4 0 30 35 0 35 36 97.22% 0 0 

1   Steel County 5 71 0 375 451 2 453 492 92.07% 0 0 

1 75 New Richland 1 9 0 35 45 0 45 45 100.00% 0 0 

1 228 Waseca 2 22 0 236 260 0 260 276 94.20% 0 0 

1 281 Janesville 0 5 0 69 74 1 75 86 87.21% 0 0 

1 587 Waldorf 0 0 0 19 19 0 19 20 95.00% 0 0 

1   Waseca County 3 36 0 359 398 1 399 427 93.44% 0 0 

    Area Two 26 169 0 1193 1388 5 1393 1483 93.93% 0 0 
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1 40 Lanesboro 6 13 0 85 104 0 104 106 98.11% 0 0 

1 68 Spring Valley 0 8 0 51 59 1 60 64 93.75% 0 0 

1 81 Harmony 0 1 0 20 21 1 22 23 95.65% 0 0 

1 94 Rushford 2 9 0 84 95 1 96 88 109.09% 0 0 

1 166 Preston 2 13 0 34 49 0 49 52 94.23% 0 0 

1 197 Chatfield 0 2 0 33 35 0 35 38 92.11% 0 0 

1 299 Mabel 3 29 0 101 133 0 133 145 91.72% 0 0 

1 369 Wykoff 0 0 0 16 16 1 17 17 100.00% 0 0 

1 400 Canton 1 0 0 22 23 0 23 24 95.83% 0 0 

1 492 Fountain 0 0 0 9 9 0 9 11 81.82% 0 0 

1 526 Peterson 0 4 0 25 29 0 29 35 82.86% 0 0 

1 544 Ostrander 0 2 0 17 19 0 19 20 95.00% 0 0 

1 637 Whalan 0 0 0 10 10 0 10 11 90.91% 0 0 

1   Fillmore County 14 81 0 507 602 4 606 634 95.58% 0 0 

1 191 Caledonia 0 13 0 109 122 0 122 130 93.85% 0 0 

1 249 Spring Grove 1 11 0 117 129 1 130 133 97.74% 0 0 

1 423 Houston 0 9 0 87 96 0 96 98 97.96% 0 0 

1 498 Hokah 0 1 0 18 19 0 19 22 86.36% 0 0 

1 595 LaCrescent 0 41 0 177 218 0 218 239 91.21% 0 0 

1   Houston County 1 75 0 508 584 1 585 622 94.05% 0 0 

1   Area Three 15 156 0 1015 1186 5 1191 1256 94.82% 0 0 

1 56 Albert Lea 9 35 0 393 437 3 440 455 96.70% 0 0 

1 264 Glenville 1 8 0 52 61 1 62 61 101.64% 0 0 

1 266 Hartland 0 1 0 12 13 0 13 14 92.86% 0 0 

1 317 Emmons 2 3 0 39 44 0 44 46 95.65% 0 0 

1 404 Alden 1 3 0 70 74 0 74 86 86.05% 0 0 

1 552 Freeborn  0 5 0 24 29 0 29 32 90.63% 0 0 

1   Freeborn County 13 55 0 590 658 4 662 694 95.39% 0 0 

1 91 Austin 4 47 0 329 380 0 380 396 95.96% 0 0 

1 105 Lyle 0 8 0 64 72 0 72 83 86.75% 0 0 

1 140 Grand Meadow 0 3 0 30 33 0 33 36 91.67% 0 0 

1 146 Adams 2 21 0 137 160 0 160 153 104.58% 0 0 

1 161 LeRoy 1 4 0 41 46 0 46 50 92.00% 0 0 

1 570 Austin Spam 0 0 0 11 11 0 11 12 91.67% 0 0 

1   Mower County 7 83 0 612 702 0 702 730 96.16% 0 0 

1   Area Four 20 138 0 1202 1360 4 1364 1424 95.79% 0 0 

1 1111 Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 0 0 

1   District Totals 125 791 0 5597 6513 36 6549 6894 95.00% 0 0 
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Upper left—President Michell’s granddaugh-

ter  Serenity setting on Department ALR Di-

rector Jody Hassing’s  trike during the ALR 

Fund 85 Run. 

Upper right President Michell’s grandson  

Memphis on Jody’s trike. 

Left—President Michelle being escorted to 

the front of the Auxiliary session of the Amer-

ican Legion Auxiliary Convention by here 

Right  - The American Legion De-

partment  and District Commanders 

for the 2024—2025 Year 

                                                  FROM  YOUR GIRLS  STATE  CHAIRMAN 

Girls State 

1st District was well represented with 25 girls attending.  The overall attendance was 182 girls, our numbers have 
dropped considerably since COVID.  Thank you to 13 units for sponsoring girls. Thank you to the Houston Unit and Post 
for sending at least 8 girls that I am aware of.  I will certainly be asking them as to how they were able to achieve this.  
Many of us have trouble getting into the school or teachers to take an interest in the program.  Several of the girls who 
attended, have promised that they will come to our Mid-Winter to talk about their week, they also should be sharing 
with you as well. Will share what I find out from Houston! 

Wanda Prescher 

Girls State Chair  
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Above—First District Vice Command-

er Robert Schmidt and his service 

dog Emma at Believet  

Eyota ARL presenting a $1500 

check to Believet  from their 

PTSD Ride.                             

They also donated 810 dollars 

from the Tour of the First Dis-

trict Ride 

 Past Honorary Department 

Auxiliary Jr President Taylor 

McElroy’s project  raised a 

little over 20,000 dollars to 

train Carter to be a service 

dog for a veteran. She picked 

him out as a puppy and here 

he is now. 
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Precision in PR, Excellence Unveiled 

 

The 2023-2024 year is coming to an end, but one 
thing that will not end anytime soon is your dedica-
tion to Public Relations! Across the Northwestern 
Division, Departments and Units went above the 
call and promoted the American Legion Auxiliary 
through various events, newspaper articles, news-
letters, social media posts, and so much more! 

 

Wearing branded clothing, displaying the ALA flags, 
passing out ALA materials, visiting with the com-
munities, and speaking about the American Legion 
Auxiliary helped each Department reach a broad 
scope of people, thus resulting in more knowing 
Who We Are, What We Do, and Why We Matter! 

 

Through Public Relations, you all created aware-
ness, built credibility, maintained relationships, and 
influences the public’s attitude in a positive man-
ner toward the ALA, so give yourselves a pat on the 
back and of course, give thanks to all the members 
in your department who played a part in another 
fantastic year! 

 

Just a mention of a few ways your departments 
promoted Public Relations:  

Colorado’s hashtag campaign for all ALA related 
social media posts; 

Members across the division were branded at 

Social Media 

 

Social media puts the “public” into 
Public Relations. 

 

Throughout the past year, the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary saw an increase 
in social media activity, helping de-
partments and units gain more pub-
lic interaction. 

 

Social media accounts were created 
and utilized to share important in-
formation about the American Le-
gion Auxiliary, upcoming events, sto-
ries about our veterans, and much, 
MUCH more.  

 

Social media is a free tool that all 
departments can implement into 
their yearly PR activities. If you have-
n’t already created your social me-
dia accounts, why not?!  

 

ALA National Headquarters recom-
mends using Facebook and Insta-
gram to reach your members, pro-
tentional members, and your com-
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Total                                                               3762               189          2984            3173                 84.36% 
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FROM  YOUR  HONORAY AUXILIARY 

JR PRESIDENT 

Honorary First District Auxiliary Jr President  and 

her great aunt Sharon Hammon at the Preston Vet-

eran home dedication 

First District Honorary Auxiliary Jr President  

and the First District Auxiliary representee to 

the Preston Veterans Home, Wanda Prescher  

at the dedication program 

Some of the display stands set up at the Pres-

ton Veterans Home dedication 



17  

 17 

 

                         SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN   LEGION   NEWS 
 

COMMANDER 

Josh Erickson 

PO Box 376   -  Winona, MN  55987 

507-313-5861 
josheric@hbci.com 
 
ADJUTANT 

Dave Bilderback 

4409  22nd Ave NW, Rochester, MN  55901 

507-250-1057 

dbilderbackb@aol.com 
 
EAST  SIDE VICE  COMMANDER 

Brian Tomashek 

560  East Fifth St   -  Winona, MN    555987 

507-454-5998 

btoma0210@gmail.com 
 
WEST SIDE VICE COMMANDER 

Open 

 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

Greg Lemmer 
140  Jederman Drive, Winona, MN  55987 
507-312-2222 
GSILemmer@hbci.com 

FINANCE OFFICER 

Gene Luedtke 

325  Hoffman Dr, Apt 305 Owatonna, MN  55060 

507 –451—5731 

gene.luedtke@hotmail.com 

PARLIMENTERIAN 
 
Gary Weaver 
29 North Elm St—La Crescent, MN  55947 
507-895-2818 or 507-450-9580 
gweaver@acegroup.cc 
 
CHAPLAIN 

Brian  Tomashek 

560 East Fifth  St—Winona, MN   99987 
507-454-9598 
btoma0210@gmail.com 
 

Sgt at ARMS 
Gene Luedke 

325  HoffmanDr,  Apt 305—Owatonna, MN  55060 

 507-451-5731 
Gene.luedtke@hotmail.com 

         FROM  YOUR   COMMANDER   
 
 
Hello District SAL Members, 

 

I hope everyone is having an enjoyable summer.  The 2024 De-

tachment Convention was held in Forest Lake on June 30.  One 

take-away from the convention is Detachment will likely be 

increasing the prices for SAL PUFL memberships sometime this 

Fall.  If you are considering a PUFL membership, send in your 

payment soon to lock in the current prices. 

 

Speaking of memberships, the 2025 membership cycle started 

July 1st.  Brian Tomashek, East Vice, is working diligently to get 

membership packets distributed to the East squadrons.  Since 

we do not currently have a West Vice, Membership Director 

Greg Lemmer and I are tag-teaming the West squadrons. 

 

We do not want any packets getting lost, so we would like to 

deliver the packets in person.  We are also asking for at least 

one paid membership and an officer’s list at the time packets 

are delivered.  One challenge we are facing is that we do not 

have good contact information for many squadrons, especially 

on the west side of the district.  If your squadron has not re-

ceived your membership packet, please reach out to Brain, 

Greg or me so we can set up a time to bring it to you. 

 

Once again, the District Officers are dedicated to helping every 

squadron thrive.  If there is anything we do to help, do not hes-

itate to reach out. 

 

For God and Country, 

 

Josh Erickson 

SAL District Commander 
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