FIRST DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MN

Legion Contacts
Commander

Mark Maloney

845 54th Ave AptE

Winona, MN 55987—1584
507-513-1582
markmaloney1962@gmail.com

Adjutant

Wayne A Hammon
115 East Cabot St
LeRoy, MN 55951
507-696-2707

1stadjutant@gmail.com

Membership
Mary Hanson

1701 4th AVE SW
Austin, MN 55912
507—440— 3606
mthanson52@charter.net

Chaplain
Richard Skillestad

219 6th St SW Eyota, MN 55934
507-545-2885 or 507-250-5329
richardh33@embargmail.com

INDEX
LEGION 1thru 13
8AUXILIARY 14 thru 25
SAL 26 thru 31
LEGION RIDERS page 32
FLYERS 303 thru 39

VICE—COMMANDER

APRIL 2025

IMPORTANT DATES
INFORMATION

Area One - Robert Schmidt

1104 West Center St
Lake City, MN 55041

April 9, 2025—Vets
Day on the Hill. Please
try to attend.

651—448—3687
msgbob79@gmail.com

Area Two - Chuck Stone

April 15, 2025—Tax
Day

1625 Crestview LN

Owatonna, MN
507-213-7517

castoney@hotmail.com

Area Three -
Open

Area Four - Cole Wilcox

807 North Everett St
LeRoy, MN 55951
507—481—7822

55060
April 20, 2025—Easter

— Remember the rea-
son for the remem-
brance.

May 3, 2025 - The SAL
and Legion Riders Con-
ventions. See the calls
to convention in this
newsletter.

colewilcox86@gmail.com

May 17, 2025 - the le-
gion & auxiliary con-
ventions. See call to
conventions in this
newsletter

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AVAILIABLE

Kasson Post 333 has a over supply of medical equip-
ment which includes hospital beds with mattresses,
wheel chairs (both regular and electric), motorized
scooters and much more. If interested please call
Richard Denny at 507—259—2081 for more infor-
mation. 1



2025 First District Call to Convention

To: All Posts of the First District

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and By-Laws of the American Legion, Department
of Minnesota, I, First District Commander, Mark Maloney, do hereby call a convention of the First District to con-
vene at Lake City, Minnesota on Saturday May 17, 2025.

The business sessions of the convention will be held in Wild Wings Plaza located at Hwy 61 South, Lake City,
MN, commencing at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, May 17, 2025, and will continue until adjournment.

The purpose of this convention is to elect a District Commander, four (4) District Vice- Commanders, District
Chaplain, District Finance Officer, Delegates and Alternates to the National Convention and to do other business of
the First District that may properly come before the Convention.

The voting strength of each Post will be, as provided in the Department Constitution and By-Laws, Article
5, Section 3 based upon the membership certification sent to the District Commander by the District Adjutant.

Please send certification of your Post Delegates and Alternates to Wayne Hammon, PO Box 135, LeRoy, MN
55951 before May 5™.

All Members are encouraged to attend.

First District Commander

Mark Maloney

Delegate Certification to the First District Convention in Lake City, Minnesota, May 17, 2025, please send it to
the District Adjutant as soon as possible.

POST MN
DELEGATES ALTERNATES

1 1

2 2.

3 3.

4 4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

SIGNED

ADJUTANT, POST # 2




FIRST DISTRICT AMERICAN LEGION CONVENTION PRE-REGISTRATION

May 17, 2025 American Legion Post 110, Lake City, MN
The First District American Legion Convention will be held in Wild Wings Plazza, 2101 South Hwy 61,
Lake City, MN Please fill out this form and before April 30, 2025, mail to:

American Legion Post 110
Convention Registration

PO Box 23
Lake City, MN 55041
Please make the items with an “X” and total up the amount.
Pre-registration Fee $15.00 registration, at the door it will be $20.00.
Saturday lunch $10:00 (Lunch consists of : (Soup and Sandwich)
Total Amount

Make the checks out to “American Legion Post 110” and send to the address above.

NAME PHONE / /

ADDRESS CITY ZIP
Circle one Delegate Alternate Guest

Put an “X” by your organization and fill out Your organization number.
If you are a dual or triple member, you only need to register for one organization. This form will
get you registered for the SAL or Riders Convention on Saturday, May 3, 2025

PLEASE BRING A CURRENT MEMBERSHIP CARD - They will be checked at the registration table.

(ONLY PREREGISTERED MEMBERS WILL GET A CONVENTION BOOK)
(If you are a single, dual or triple member, please check the appropriate boxes below)
Legion Post # Auxiliary Unit # SAL ALR Chapter

You must register as a delegate, alternate, or guest if you are attending the convention. One person

per registration form please. You can make copies if needed. More than one registration and lunch
fee may be put on one check.
cut off
Hotel information for the First District Convention in Lake City, MN

The post has blocked twelve (12) rooms for Friday night May 16, 2025, at the following:
AmericiNN
1615 N Lakeshore Drive
Lake City, MN 55041
651-345-5611
Rooms are $109.90 plus tax per night
You will need to call the motel and make your reservation. They are blocked under the American Le-

gion.
3
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FROM YOUR COMMANDER’S DESK

The success of the 1st district's membership program is a testament to the dedication, hard work,
and collaborative spirit of the entire team. Each member has contributed uniquely to this achieve-
ment, demonstrating the power of unified efforts towards a common goal.

Open and effective communication has been the cornerstone of our success. By ensuring that eve-
ryone is on the same page, the team has been able to coordinate efforts seamlessly, address chal-
lenges promptly, and celebrate milestones together

The team's diverse skill sets, and expertise have played a crucial role in driving the membership
program forward. From strategic planning and marketing to member engagement and support,
each team member has brought invaluable insights and professional acumen to the table.
Innovation has been at the heart of our membership growth. The team's ability to think creatively
and implement novel strategies has attracted new members and retained existing ones, ensuring
sustained success for the 1st district.

The unwavering commitment to excellence has set the 1st district apart. members have consist-
ently gone beyond to deliver exceptional service and value to our members, fostering a sense of
community and loyalty.

To every member, thank you for your dedication and hard work. Your contributions have been in-
strumental in achieving our membership goals and creating a thriving community. It is your pas-
sion, perseverance, and collaborative spirit that have made this success possible.

As we continue to grow and evolve, we remain confident that the team's collective efforts will
lead to even greater achievements. Together, we will continue to build on this solid foundation and
strive for excellence in all our endeavors

The success of the 1st district's membership program is a shining example of what can be
achieved when a team works together with dedication and a shared vision. Thank you for being an
integral part of this journey. Your hard work and commitment are deeply appreciated, and we look
forward to reaching new heights together.

Thank you

1°** District Commander
Mark A Maloney Il



Easter Message from A Chaplain

Dear friends,

As we gather to celebrate the joyous occasion of Easter, | am reminded of the profound
message of hope, renewal, and love that this season brings. Easter is a time to reflect on
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, which symbolizes the triumph of light over darkness and
life over death.

In these challenging times, may the promise of Easter fill your hearts with peace and en-
courage you to embrace the spirit of compassion and grace. Let us rejoice in the new be-
ginnings that this season offers and extend kindness to those around us.

Wishing you all a blessed and joyful Easter.

Harry EASTER
//—_ - =T

The Month of the Military Child is a time to honor and cel-
@l ebrate the remarkable strength, courage, and resilience of
i < . military children. These young individuals make significant

UBTEY N\ sacrifices and contributions to the Armed Forces commu-

Vi \ | nity. By recognizing their unique experiences and provid-
' ni
xm‘hfary K‘JS' ing support, we can help ensure that military children
April is the Month thrive and flourish despite the challenges they face. As we
\, e M:hta Ch"d ,wear purple and participate in events throughout April, let

us remember the vital role these children play in the fabric

of our nation's military and express our gratitude for their
unwavering spirit.
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Come join us at Veterans Day on the Hill!

Veterans Day on the Hill 2025 is April 9. It is an event held by
the members of the eight congressionally chartered veteran
service organizations that make up the Minnesota Com-
manders’ Task Force. We want to tell our lawmakers to cut
taxes on charitable gambling, to increase the property tax
breaks for disabled veterans and to exempt post homes from
property taxes, like in other states. Go to the Legionnaire
Digital Briefing page, click the button to download the flier,
the transportation request form and the complete packet.

ALL SUPPORTERS OF VETERANS ARE WELCOME!
See flyer in the flyer section of this newsletter



18th annual Military Ball set for April 26

By Jan Lee Buxengard

The 18th annual Military Ball is scheduled for Saturday, April 26, 2025 at the Fest Building in
Spring Grove. This event honors all military personnel who have served our country — past and
current —and from every aspect of the military, as well as their spouses and families. It is also
open to those who support the military yor anyone who wishes to attend. In past years attendees
have come from a wide range of the tri state area - and several have come from farther away.

The Military Ball includes dinner, ceremony, entertainment, photo portraits, and more.

Attire for the ball is Sunday best, semi-formal or formal, with many wearing their military uniform
or the uniform of a veteran’s organization. Organizers request no casual street clothes.

Cost for the evening is S30 per person. Attendance is by RSVP only.

Cocktails and photos begin at 4:30 p.m. and dinner will be served at 5:45p.m. The dinner plate in-
cludes roast beef and chicken.

Guest speaker will be Ret. Colonel Jennifer J. Fuller. Following the program, a variety of music for
dancing and listening pleasure will be provided from 8 t010:30 p.m. by Cheers Big Band from the
La Crosse area.

This event is planned and carried out by a committee of volunteers from American Legion Posts in
the local area, including: Randy Denstad, Arlyn Pohiman and Lucille Lemke of the Caledonia Post;
John Geiwitz of the Houston

Post; Gary and Jan Lee Buxengard, Fordyce and Marge Brevig, Nancy Dahl and
Kathy Schiessler of the Spring Grove Post.

Invitations will be mailed in mid-March. Please let us know if you did not receive an invitation last
year, or if you’ve had a change of address. We encourage and welcome new comers. For more in-
formation, contact Gary Buxengard at 507-498-3461 or janleebuxengard@gmail.com.

We look forward to another memorable, and successful, Military Ball. The planning committee ex-
presses appreciation and gratitude to everyone who has helped in any way to make the ball the
special annual event that it has been for nearly two decades.

SEE THE FLYER ON THE NEXT PAGE



YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED
TO THE 18TH ANNUAL
MILITARY BALL
SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2025

AT THE SPRING GROVE FEST BUILDING

110 NORTH DIVISION, SPRING GROVE, MN
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

COCKTAILS & PHOTOS 4:30 P.M.

(ONE PHOTO INCLUDED )

DINNER: 5:45 P.M.

PLATE INCLUDES ROAST BEEF & CHICKEN

DANCING: 8:00 PM-10:30 P.M.

$30/ PER PERSON
PLEASE RSYP BY APRIL 12

FEEL FREE TO COPY AND SHARE THIS INVITATION
DIRECT QUESTIONS TO:
GARY OR JAN LEE BUXENGARD AT 507-498-346 1
OR JANLEEBUXENGARD@GMAIL.COM

Cut along dotted line

18TH ANNUAL MILITARY BALL ATTENDEES

NAME EMALIL
ADDRESS
NUMBER IN YOUR PARTY. AMOUNT ENCLOSED

PLEASE LIST NAME OF OTHER GUESTS ON BACK OF THIS PORTION.
IF YOU HAVE SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS PLEASE EXPLAIN ON BACK

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: MILITARY BALL
MAIL TO: MILITARY BALL
21465 SOUTHVIEW ROAD
SPRING GROVE, MN 55974
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FROM YOUR CHILDREN & YOUTH
CHAIRMAN

Please fill out the Children and
Youth form which was mailed to
your post. (if you haven’t seen it
ask your post adjutant, he should of
received it in the mail).

The reports need to be sent by to
The District Chairman, Myron
Ehrich at 220 Irvin St, West Con-
cord, MN 55985 on or before
March 31, 2025

Lets make an effort to get our dis-
trict at 100 percent reporting.

FROM YOUR BLOOD CHAIRMAN

Please fill out your post blood re-
port and send them to the District
Blood Chairman, Myron Ehrich at
220 Irvin St, West Concord, MN
55985 on or before April 15, 2025.

Remember, wherever you donate
blood, keep a record of it because it
is your blood and you are a member
of your post so the post can get
credit for the units.

Lets try and get 100 percent re-
porting for the First District

IMPORTANT INFO

The district needs your help. We need
younger members to step up and accept
an officer position before all the experi-
ence to help mentor them is gone.. Call
Jim Kellogg for more information at 507-
438-1123
FROM AREA FOUR

Greetings Area 4,

Let's continue to get those memberships in!

If anyone is interested in becoming the new Ar-
ea 4 Vice Commander for the 1st District,
please let me know.

If you have any questions | will answer them to
the best of my ability.

Cole Wilcox
Area 4 Vice Commander

FROM AREA ONE

Question—Do you know what it means if a
service dog approaches you without it’s han-
dler?

Answer—It means the hander has fallen or is
in trouble and needs help, follow the dog

FROM YOUR ADJUTANTS PEN

Just a reminder that according to the job de-
scriptions for the District Committee Chairman,
they are required to give a report on their com-
mittee activities for the year at the District Con-
vention in May and give a copy to the District Ad-
jutant.

If you are not attending the convention, send a
copy to the District Adjutant and it will be read
during session.

First District Adjutant - Wayne Hammon
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The American Legion, Dept of MN, First District 2025 Membership Report for March 26, 2025

Post Location New PUFL | Online | Trad | Paid |HQTrans “:::Lr Goal % of Goal T:'-IaQns Last yr at
2025 | 2025 | 2025 | 2025 | 2025 | 2025 205 | 2925 2025 |this date
9 Winona 5 31 0| 383 419 28 447 451] 99.11% 0 0
90 Lewiston 3 10 0 64 77 2 79 81| 97.53% 0 0
190 St Charles 0 13 0 70 83 0 83 99| 83.84% 0 0
579 | eo9
50 Wabasha 1 40 o 132| 173 4 177| 202| 87.62% 0 0
110 Lake City 28 15 o 122 165 2 167| 158| 105.70% 0 0
179 Plainview 8 24 0 99 131 1 132| 142| 92.96% 0 0
546 Kellogg 0 6 0 43 49 0 49 55|  89.09% 0 0
573 Elgin 0 3 0 20 23 1 24 27| 88.89% 0 0
579 Millville 1 18 0 81 100 0 100 108| 92.59% 0 0
588 Mazeppa 3 9 0 49 61 0 61 64| 95.31% 0 0
702 710
92 Rochester 12 86 0| 503 601 58 659 651| 101.23% 0 0
119 Byron 10 17 0 90 117 1 118 106| 111.32% 0 0
164 Stewartville 5 20 o 224 249 1 250, 277| 90.25% 0 0
446 Rochester 0 2 0 3 5 0 5 15| 33.33% 0 0
551 Eyota 2 24 o 132 158 0 158 179] 88.27% 0 0
Area One 78 318 0| 2015 2411 98 2509 2615 95.95% 0 0
295 West Concord 0 6 0 26 32 0 32 39| 82.05% 0 0
330 Hayfield 3 16 of 158 177 0 177 180| 98.33% 0 0
333 Kasson 10 29 of 181 220 4 224/ 230| 97.39% 0 0
384 Dodge Center 1 7 0 52 60 1 61 68| 89.71% 0 0
422 Claremont 0 3 0 24 27 0 27 29| 93.10% 0 0
516 521 95.42%
52 Blooming Prairie 0 16 0 56 72 1 73 77| 94.81% 0 0
77 Owatonna 4 50 of 253 307 18 325| 343| 94.75% 0 0
296 Ellendale 7 5 0 30 42 2 44 36| 122.22% 0 0
421 442 96.93%
75 New Richland 0 8 0 29 37 0 37 46| 80.43% 0 0
228 Waseca 5 20 0 213 238 3 241 261| 92.34% 0 0
281 Janesville 0 3 0 59 62 2 64 76| 84.21% 0 0
587 Waldorf 1 0 0 16 17 0 17 20| 85.00% 0 0
354 359
Area Two 31 163 0| 1097 1291 31 1322| 1405 94.09% 0 0




401p  Lanesboro 2 12 0 81 95 0 95 105 90.48% 0 0
68 Spring Valley 0 7 0 47 54 3 57 61| 93.44% 0 0
81 Harmony 0 0 0 17 17 0 17 23| 73.91% 0 0
94 Rushford 4 9 0 82 95 1 96 97| 98.97% 0 0
166 Preston 0 13 0 32 45 1 46 50/ 92.00% 0 0
197 Chatfield 2 1 0 28 31 2 33 36| 91.67% 0 0
299 Mabel 4 27 0 97 128 1 129| 134] 96.27% 0 0
369 Wykoff 0 0 0 15 15 0 15 18| 83.33% 0 0
400 Canton 0 0 0 19 19 0 19 24 79.17% 0 0
492 Fountain 0 0 0 8 8 0 8 10  80.00% 0 0
526 Peterson 0 4 0 26 30 0 30 30| 100.00% 0 0
544 Ostrander 0 2 0 13 15 2 17 20| 85.00% 0 0
637 Whalan 0 0 0 9 9 0 9 11| 81.82% 0 0
561 571 92.25%
191 Caledonia 1 11 0 95 107 1 108| 123| 87.80% 0 0
249 | Spring Grove 0 11 0| 109 120 1 121] 131] 92.37% 0 0
423 Houston 0 9 0 81 90 1 91 97| 93.81% 0 0
498 Hokah 0 1 0 18 19 0 19 20| 95.00% 0 0
595 LaCrescent 1 40 of 148 189 3 192| 219 87.67% 0 0
525 531 90.00%
Area Three 14 147 0| 925 1086 16 1102| 1209] 91.15% 0 0
56 Albert Lea 6 36 0| 348 390 7 397| 441 90.02% 0 0
264 Glenville 2 8 0 53 63 1 64 63| 101.59% 0 0
266 Hartland 0 1 0 12 13 0 13 14|  92.86% 0 0
317 Emmons 2 3 0 33 38 0 38 45|  84.44% 0 0
404 Alden 0 3 0 61 64 0 64 75| 85.33% 0 0
552 Freeborn 0 5 0 20 25 1 26 30| 86.67% 0 0
593 602 90.12%
91 Austin 8 46 o 281 335 4 339) 381] 88.98% 0 0
105 Lyle 1 8 0 59 68 0 68 73|  93.15% 0 0
140 | Grand Meadow 0 4 0 25 29 0 29 34| 85.29% 0 0
146 Adams 0 21 o 112 133 0 133| 161] 82.61% 0 0
161 LeRoy 0 4 0 35 39 0 39 47| 82.98% 0 0
570 Austin Spam 1 0 0 10 11 0 11 12| 91.67% 0 0
615 619
Area Four 20 139 0| 1049 1208 13 1221| 1376| 88.74% 0 0
1111 Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 0 0
District Totals 143 767 0| 5086 5996 158 6154/ 6605 93.17% 0 0










