
1  

 1 

   Legion Contacts 

Commander 

Mark Maloney 

845   54th Ave  Apt E 

Winona, MN  55987—1584 

507-513-1582 

markmaloney1962@gmail.com 

 

Adjutant 

Wayne A Hammon   

115 East Cabot St 

LeRoy, MN  55951 

507-696-2707 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

 

Membership 

Mary Hanson 

1701  4th  AVE  SW 

Austin, MN  55912 

507—440— 3606 

mfhanson52@charter.net 

 

Chaplain 

Richard Skillestad 

219  6th St SW   Eyota, MN  55934 

507-545-2885 or 507-250-5329 

richardh33@embarqmail.com 
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      VICE—COMMANDER    INFORMATION 

Area One   - Robert Schmidt 
                       1104  West Center St 
                        Lake City, MN  55041 
                        651—448—3687 
                        msgbob79@gmail.com 
 
Area Two  - Chuck Stone   
                       1625 Crestview LN                     
                       Owatonna, MN   55060 
                       507-213-7517 
                        castoney@hotmail.com 
 
Area Three   -   
                           Open  
                            
                             
                              
      
Area  Four   -   Cole Wilcox 
                           807  North Everett  St 
                           LeRoy, MN   55951 
                           507—481—7822 
                           colewilcox86@gmail.com 

MEDICAL   EQUIPMENT  AVAILIABLE                                          

Kasson Post 333 has a over supply of medical equip-

ment which includes hospital beds with mattresses,  

wheel chairs (both regular and electric), motorized 

scooters and much more. If interested please call 

Richard Denny at 507—259—2081 for more infor-

mation. 

    IMPORTANT DATES 

On page two (2) of this 
newsletter there is a list 
of the Department ral-
lies that we have infor-
mation for. 
 
November 10, 2024  - 
Happy Birthday to the 
US Marine Corp.  
 
November 11, 2024—
Veterans Day. 
 
November 16, 2024—

First District Rally—

Plainview Post 179 at 10 

AM. 

Thursday, November 28, 

2024—Thanksgiving Day 

 

December 15, 2024—

First District Christmas 

Party. See Flyer in Flyer 

section of the newsletter 
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      FROM   YOUR   COMMANDER’S  DESK 
 

       As I am sitting here thinking about what to say in my November article. All that comes to mind is that the holidays are 

coming,  and we have some members who are not with their families. That we should help each one in the district feel like 

they are with family, for that is what made us who we  are. if it was the military which made us the family we are today, 

we taught in basic  that we are not one person, but we are one team working together.  

     The only way to keep our origination and going and strong is to work together and wage the war against veterans’ sui-

cide and help our disabled veterans take office, and not chastise them and focus on their weakness. Yes, we hear a lot 

about Post Traumatic Stress,  and yes there are many stages of it. One form of PTSD is when we put our hand on a hot 

stove and learn not to touch the stove again. We joke about it, I know there are many different things that causes PTSD. 

      I know about my PTSD that was caused by my being in combat. What a person sees firsthand that makes you think 

about everything were taught about people. Some are good and bad things only happen to bad people . We look back at 

the stuff we did just to survive. Well, people need to say, hey its ok, your home, your safe, its ok to be not ok, and you 

want to be a member of our group or even an officer, we will help and not hinder you.  We are here to support you.  

We also must remember that we are only 1% of veterans and we cannot bring more people in if we are fighting, picking 

each other apart, and making the American a unpleasant place to be. So let us remember that the members,  if you are 

going to an officer of this organization, I would strongly suggests look at the bigger picture and stop the personal politics 

because the personal politics are ripping the American legion apart. To those who doesn't think that because you have a 

disability or T.B.I Traumatic  Brain Injury, think again. This article was written by a person who has a brain disability. I am 

also the District Commander and have been doing this for two years.  So, to all of those who think you can't do it because 

of your disability, think again, and remember most  people in history had disabilities and despite them they did great 

things. it ok check on one another as our Father in Heavan asked, are we not our brother's keeper answer is yes. The only 

one who keeps score on your downfalls is Satan, not God-fearing people. Christ died for our sins, and he does not keep 

score, so why do we need to keep score instead of helping each other, how hard is that to do.                         

Thank you 

1St District Commander  

 Mark A Maloney 
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American Legion Department of Minnesota 
 

Beware: Bad Actors Want to Steal from Veterans 

Attributable to 10th District Commander Kristy Janigo  

and Department Service Officer Ray Kane 

July 25, 2024 

Thieves are working aggressively to steal from veterans, veteran service organizations, veteran nonprofits and gov-

ernment agencies that work with veterans.  

It’s a numbers game. If they get one success out of 100 attempts, that’s worth                                                        

their efforts. Don’t fall prey to their predator tactics. 

A post for a veteran service organization received a text from someone                                                                                      

claiming to be a Hennepin County veteran service officer and asking for                                                                                                                  

$200. Soon, the CVSO learned the same message was sent to another post.                                                                            

This time, the post shared a screenshot (shown). 

In another case, people sat in front of a home in their car for a long time,                                                                                       

then knocked on the door and sought knowledge of a veteran who was related                                                                         

to the homeowner. They got angry when it was denied. In yet another, a                                                                            

husband-wife duo at a post’s bar late at night kept asking veterans for their                                                                                   

middle names, after hearing their other names. The husband claimed to be                                                                    

an Army veteran. When asked where he took AIT, he said Korea. Clearly, he was a 

fake. 

People who work as veteran service officers at the federal, state and county levels, as well as veteran service organi-

zation are quite familiar with calls from masked numbers seeking knowledge of personnel information, especially DD-

214s. Some go so far as to claim being nurses, medical staff or first responders, or they claim to be investigators of 

medical malpractice or negligence. 

The American Legion Department of Minnesota is working with the Minnesota Attorney General’s Office to fight 

claim sharks and fraudulent attempts at personal information of veterans. 

• Be smart. Check the email address or phone number, not merely the name of the sender, to see if it is real. Many 

scammers claim to be from an organization you know or trust. 

• Protect the personal information of your loved ones, fellow veterans and their spouses. Scammers will use personal 

information they have in order to gain more personal information from you. Don’t be fooled by it. 

• Veterans have earned the benefit of representation with no cost to the veteran. Do not pay for VA claims when 

veteran service organizations and county veteran service officers provide claim services for no charge. Contact The 

American Legion or your CVSO to take advantage of benefits you have earned. You will have a trusted veteran on your 

side. 
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Beware: Bad Actors Want to Steal from Veterans                         
CONTINUED 

 

 

• Resist any pressure to act immediately. You always, always have time to think and gain reflection on any topic. 

Here is a list of the types of common scammer tactics: 

Spoofing: Disguising an email address, social media profile, sender name, phone number or website to convince you 

that you are interacting with a trusted source.  

Phishing: Email sent with the intention of deceiving you to act. Example: You see emails from the department 

commander, telling you to reply, but you realize it isn’t his true email address.  

Smishing: This is phishing via text message. Facebook Messenger is full of this problem. We regularly see it tell us 

Facebook will cancel our Facebook Page if we don’t act within 24 hours. 

Vishing: This is phishing via phone. The caller usually makes recipients believe they will be fined or miss out on an 

opportunity. 

Tell Me About Yourself: During a phone call, the scammer may ask you to verify who you are by asking you to 

confirm your personal information. Sometimes, they act like they are loan officers or some other trusted position. 

To report fraud, visit the Minnesota Attorney General’s Office at www.ag.state.mn.us/Consumber/Scams, or call 

651-296-3353 (Twin Cities) or 800-657-3787 (outside the Twin Cities).  

The VA has a toll-free Veteran Identity Theft Helpline at 855-578-5492. The VA also provides further tips for fraud 

prevention at this website: www.va.gov/initiatives/protecting-veterans-from-fraud/. 

 

Media may contact:  

10th District Commander Kristy Janigo, 612-708-9029, kristy.janigo@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Media may contact:  

10th District Commander Kristy Janigo, 612-708-9029, kristy.janigo@gmail.com 
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National American Legion Vice Commander Jim Kellogg 

speaking at Fall Conference  in St Cloud.     

           FROM  AREA  ONE 

Greetings!  
  
  Happy Veterans Day and thank you 
for your service.  
  State and National elections are up-
coming. Please VOTE and participate 
in the rights we have worked so hard to 
protect?  
We had a great Fall Conference? Win-
ter is soon upon us so please drive 
safely. Please take the time to attend 
the District meetings and District 
events. Let's all work towards in-
creased membership.  Remember you 
can BE THE ONE! 
 
Robert Schmidt 
651-448-3687 
Msgbob79@gmail.com 
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 The American Legion, Dept of MN, First District  2025 Membership Report for October  30, 2024 

Dist Post Location 
New 
2025 

 PUFL   
2025 

Online 
2025 

Trad  
2025 

Paid 
2025 

HQ Trans 
2025 

Total 
Membr 

2025 

Goal 
2025 

% of Goal 
HQ 

Trans 
2025 

Last 
yr at 
this 

1 9 Winona  2 31 0 302 335 3 338 451 74.94% 0 0 

1 90 Lewiston 0 10 0 44 54 1 55 81 67.90% 0 0 

1 190 St Charles 0 13 0 47 60 0 60 99 60.61% 0 0 

1   Winona County 2 54 0 393 449 4 453 631 71.79% 0 0 

1 50 Wabasha 0 40 0 88 128 0 128 202 63.37% 0 0 

1 110 Lake City 18 15 0 82 115 0 115 158 72.78% 0 0 

1 179 Plainview 2 24 0 70 96 1 97 142 68.31% 0 0 

1 546 Kellogg 0 6 0 32 38 0 38 55 69.09% 0 0 

1 573 Elgin 0 3 0 16 19 0 19 27 70.37% 0 0 

1 579 Millville 0 18 0 59 77 0 77 108 71.30% 0 0 

1 588 Mazeppa 1 9 0 33 43 0 43 64 67.19% 0 0 

1   Wabsha County 21 115 0 380 516 1 517 756 68.39% 0 0 

1 92 Rochester 4 86 0 458 548 2 550 651 84.49% 0 0 

1 119 Byron 6 17 0 64 87 0 87 106 82.08% 0 0 

1 164 Stewartville 1 20 0 170 191 0 191 277 68.95% 0 0 

1 446 Rochester 0 2 0 1 3 0 3 15 20.00% 0 0 

1 551 Eyota 2 24 0 87 113 0 113 179 63.13% 0 0 

1   Olmsted County 13 149 0 780 942 2 944 1228 76.87% 0 0 

1   Area One 36 318 0 1553 1907 7 1914 2615 73.19% 0 0 

1 295 West Concord 0 6 0 16 22 0 22 39 56.41% 0 0 

1 330 Hayfield 1 16 0 135 152 0 152 180 84.44% 0 0 

1 333 Kasson 5 29 0 127 161 0 161 230 70.00% 0 0 

1 384 Dodge Center 0 7 0 36 43 0 43 68 63.24% 0 0 

1 422 Claremont 0 3 0 23 26 0 26 29 89.66% 0 0 

1   Dodge County 6 61 0 337 404 0 404 546 73.99% 0 0 

1 52 Blooming Prairie 0 16 0 33 49 0 49 77 63.64% 0 0 

1 77 Owatonna 0 50 0 173 223 2 225 343 65.60% 0 0 

1 296 Ellendale 1 5 0 18 24 0 24 36 66.67% 0 0 

1   Steel County 1 71 0 224 296 2 298 456 65.35% 0 0 

1 75 New Richland 0 8 0 19 27 0 27 46 58.70% 0 0 

1 228 Waseca 1 20 0 177 198 0 198 261 75.86% 0 0 

1 281 Janesville 0 3 0 53 56 0 56 76 73.68% 0 0 

1 587 Waldorf 1 0 0 11 12 0 12 20 60.00% 0 0 

1   Waseca County 2 31 0 260 293 0 293 403 72.70% 0 0 

    Area Two 9 163 0 821 993 2 995 1405 70.82% 0 0 
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1 40 Lanesboro 1 12 0 57 70 0 70 105 66.67% 0 0 

1 68 Spring Valley 0 7 0 43 50 0 50 61 81.97% 0 0 

1 81 Harmony 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 0.00% 0 0 

1 94 Rushford 3 9 0 67 79 0 79 97 81.44% 0 0 

1 166 Preston 0 13 0 24 37 0 37 50 74.00% 0 0 

1 197 Chatfield 0 1 0 23 24 0 24 36 66.67% 0 0 

1 299 Mabel 1 27 0 58 86 0 86 134 64.18% 0 0 

1 369 Wykoff 0 0 0 11 11 0 11 18 61.11% 0 0 

1 400 Canton 0 0 0 5 5 0 5 24 20.83% 0 0 

1 492 Fountain 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0.00% 0 0 

1 526 Peterson 0 4 0 21 25 0 25 30 83.33% 0 0 

1 544 Ostrander 0 2 0 12 14 0 14 20 70.00% 0 0 

1 637 Whalan 0 0 0 9 9 0 9 11 81.82% 0 0 

1   Fillmore County 5 75 0 330 410 0 410 619 66.24% 0 0 

1 191 Caledonia 0 11 0 85 96 0 96 123 78.05% 0 0 

1 249 Spring Grove 0 11 0 62 73 0 73 131 55.73% 0 0 

1 423 Houston 0 9 0 70 79 0 79 97 81.44% 0 0 

1 498 Hokah 0 1 0 18 19 0 19 20 95.00% 0 0 

1 595 LaCrescent 0 40 0 83 123 1 124 219 56.62% 0 0 

1   Houston County 0 72 0 318 390 1 391 590 66.27% 0 0 

1   Area Three 5 147 0 648 800 1 801 1209 66.25% 0 0 

1 56 Albert Lea 1 36 0 260 297 2 299 441 67.80% 0 0 

1 264 Glenville 1 8 0 34 43 0 43 63 68.25% 0 0 

1 266 Hartland 0 1 0 12 13 0 13 14 92.86% 0 0 

1 317 Emmons 0 3 0 29 32 0 32 45 71.11% 0 0 

1 404 Alden 0 3 0 7 10 0 10 75 13.33% 0 0 

1 552 Freeborn  0 4 0 20 24 0 24 30 80.00% 0 0 

1   Freeborn County 2 55 0 362 419 2 421 668 63.02% 0 0 

1 91 Austin 3 46 0 180 229 0 229 381 60.10% 0 0 

1 105 Lyle 0 8 0 27 35 0 35 73 47.95% 0 0 

1 140 Grand Meadow 0 3 0 19 22 0 22 34 64.71% 0 0 

1 146 Adams 0 21 0 89 110 0 110 161 68.32% 0 0 

1 161 LeRoy 0 4 0 30 34 0 34 47 72.34% 0 0 

1 570 Austin Spam 0 0 0 9 9 0 9 12 75.00% 0 0 

1   Mower County 3 82 0 354 439 0 439 708 62.01% 0 0 

1   Area Four 5 137 0 716 858 2 860 1376 62.50% 0 0 

1 1111 Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 0 0 

1   District Totals 55 765 0 3738 4558 12 4570 6605 69.19% 0 0 
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                                                                DISTRICT  VICE  COMMANDER  STANDINGS 

  The American Legion Department of Minnesota 2024 District Membership Report  

                               FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

Legionnaires, 
 
    We are back down to 2nd place in the district standings, but only by 0.41%. Please re-
view the attached report and see where your post stands. Membership renewals need to 
be sent in immediately if we want to stay in the game.   
   The next goal is 65% on November 14th for Veterans Day.  Reaching the goals are im-
portant as it gives us points for the Membership Challenge. Currently, we are in 1st place 
with 34 points. It would be nice to see us win this again as we did a couple of years ago.   
   If your post is not taking membership seriously, it means we are losing members. We 
can't keep on the downhill slide like we have been. Membership is everyone's job. Let's 
work together to keep the 1st District in a good position and a district to be proud of. After 
all, we are number 1.  
 
Mary Hanson 
1st District Membership Director 

 

    Vice Commanders                       

    Area One 36 318 0 1553 1907 7 1914 2615 73.19% 0 0 

    Area Two 9 163 0 821 993 2 995 1405 70.82% 0 0 

    Area Three 5 147 0 648 800 1 801 1209 66.25% 0 0 

    Area Four 5 137 0 716 858 2 860 1376 62.50% 0 0 

Dist Rank                         

1 2nd Mark Maloney 55 765 0 3738 4558 12 4570 6605 69.19%     

2 1st James Olson 49 545 0 3086 3680 4 3684 5293 69.60%     

3 5th Joe Tappainer 92 1525 0 4747 6,364 30 6,394 9,636 66.36%     

4 7th Jon Haworth 8 248 0 849 1105 5 1110 1,690 65.68%     

5 10th Lynn Nottage 6 248 0 633 887 4 891 1481 60.16%     

6 4th Frank Grittner 131 1043 0 5240 6414 80 6,494 9,409 69.02%     

7 3rd Carl Wilson 42 599 0 2681 3322 8 3330 4,937 67.45%     

8 9th Philip Bodle 18 294 0 1555 1867 6 1873 3063 61.15%     

9 6th Steve NaSalle 40 508 0 2812 3360 11 3371 5114 65.92%     

10 8th Kristy Janigo 73 877 0 3745 4695 22 4717 7327 64.38%     

99     11 205 0 1029 1245 0 1245 2752 45.24%     

To-
tals     525 6857 0 30,115 37,497 182 37,679 57,307 65.75%     
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    Auxiliary  Contacts 

 

President 

Michelle Weaver 

1305  Willow St     Apt 39 

La Crescent , MN   55947 

608-304-8773 

weaver.michelle595@gmail.com 

 

Secretary  

Sharon Hammon 

115 East Cabot St 

LeRoy, MN   55951 

507-923-7205 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

 

 Membership  

Rosalie Trom 

107  1st Ave NW—Kasson  55940 

507-951-8442 

rosalie7g@gmail.com 

 

 

Treasurer  

Tonia Betterman 

1625 Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

507-456-2315 

betttm88@outlook.com 

       F IRST  DISTRICT  AUXILIARY NEWS                                                                    

Dear 1st District Auxiliary Members, 

 

It was wonderful to see so many of you at our District Fall Rally on October 

5th! A huge thank you to Mabel 299 Post, Auxiliary, and SAL for their gracious 

hosting. We appreciate your hard work in making the event a success. 

I would also like to extend my gratitude to Kristy Janigo for her informative 

presentation on Legislation and to Shawn Davis for updating us on the im-

portant work of the newly renamed Child Well-Being Foundation. As you may 

know, this change reflects the foundation’s commitment to supporting the 

overall well-being of children across all aspects of their lives. 

This month, I had the pleasure of attending the Department Fall Conference 

in St. Cloud. It was a valuable opportunity to gather information, connect with 

fellow members, and welcome our National President, Trisha Ward. President 

Ward&#39;s focus on reinvigorating our organization through membership 

resonated deeply, and I encourage you all to read the November Unit Mailing 

from Department for excellent program suggestions and resources. 

Looking ahead to November: 

National Military Family Appreciation Month: Let’s show our gratitude for 

the sacrifices of military families. Their unwavering support for our service 

members is essential to our nation’s strength. 

Veterans Day (November 11th): Please share how your units are honoring 

our veterans. Photos are welcome and may be featured in the December 

newsletter. 

Finally, remember to wear your Auxiliary branding proudly! Your visibility in 

the community helps raise awareness of our important work. 

Sincerely, 

 

Michelle Weaver 

1st District Auxiliary President 

weaver.michelle595@gmail.com 

507-850-2407 
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1st District President's 2024-2025 Project 

Theme: Empowering Children, Strengthening Families 

Symbol: A Rainbow 

Representing the resilience of children and the transformative power of the Foundation's support, 

the rainbow emerges after a storm, signifying hope, healing, and the promise of a brighter future. 

Project: Child Welfare Foundation 

The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation (CWF) has been a beacon of hope for children and 

youth in the United States since 1954. Through grants to non-profit organizations, the CWF champi-

ons the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual well-being of young people nationwide. 

The Foundation's dedication to research, education, and direct assistance programs has made a tan-

gible difference in countless lives. Thanks to the generosity of American Legion members and the 

Sons of the American Legion, the CWF has distributed over $19 million in grants, creating a legacy of 

support and empowerment. 

This project aims to bolster the CWF's mission, recognizing that strong children build strong families 

and communities. By contributing to the CWF, we invest in a brighter future for our nation's youth, 

helping them overcome adversity and reach their full potential. 

Together, let's create a rainbow of hope for children and families across the 1st District. 

 

                                      A REQUEST FROM THE AUXILIARY 

     The Auxiliary will be holding a silent auction during the District's Mid Winter on 

January 11, 2025 at Winona Post 9. 

     They need items to auction off so work on collecting items for them between 

now and January. 

     So Legion Family keep this auction in your minds and lets gather up a lot of 

items for this. 
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    AMERICANISM                                        

Americanism is an unfailing love of country.  We are loyal, and eager to defend our country.  As part 

of our patriotism to our country we fly the American Flag with pride.  Yes, I am talking about you!! 

We have a lot of divide in our country right now.  It seems that we have grown apart for the wrong 

reasons.  We need to support each other regardless of the political stage in front of us. 

Please do your part and get out and vote!!  It is not only your right; it is your responsibility. 

I know we will all be glad when the political advertisements are done and the only yard signs you see 

is that there is a rummage sale nearby. 

There are several American Legion, Auxiliary and SAL Americanism programs.  This includes Oratori-

cal contests, Boys & Girls State, Baseball and many more. 

We need to continue teaching Americanism to our youth and so this year, our focus will be on the es-

say “What does America the Beautiful mean to me regarding veterans and our military?” 

I have attached the information to take to your local schools.  Please note that the winner will receive 

$50.     

This was shared in our department unit mailing and is very fitting!!  In the words of Theodore Roose-

velt, “Americanism is a question of spirit, conviction and purpose, not of creed or birthplace.” Very 

true Mr. Roosevelt! 

Nancy Lewison 

1st District Americanism Chair 

Adams Unit #146 

First District President Michelle Weaver 

(left) and Tenth District Commander Kris-

ty  Janigo at Fall Rally (right) 

Making poppies at Fall Conference in St Cloud 
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Tidbits from the Treasurer ------   

     

To all Units in the First Distrist -- this is an annual fee for each unit. 

This is the per capita for 2024-2025. The per Capita for this year is $2/per member. Every unit has 
an annual $10.00 Distict Junior Fee also. These are the monies that the 1st District operates on for 
the year. This will only be printed this mailing - so, please keep for further reference and inform 

     

1st District Per Capita for 2024-2025 

     

Unit # Unit Name Per Capita Junior Dues Total Members 

146 Adams $230.00  $10.00  115 

56 Albert Lea $392.00  $10.00  196 

404 Alden $68.00  $10.00  34 

91 Austin $180.00  $10.00  90 

52 Blooming Prairie $170.00  $10.00  85 

119 Byron $26.00  $10.00  13 

191 Caledonia $122.00  $10.00  61 

197 Chatfield $34.00  $10.00  17 

422 Claremont $38.00  $10.00  19 

384 Dodge Center $106.00  $10.00  53 

573 Elgin $14.00  $10.00  7 

551 Eyota $168.00  $10.00  84 

552 Freeborn $104.00  $10.00  52 

264 Glenville $164.00  $10.00  82 

140 Grand Meadow $120.00  $10.00  60 

81 Harmony $82.00  $10.00  41 

330 Hayfield $334.00  $10.00  167 

498 Hokah $34.00  $10.00  17 

423 Houston $208.00  $10.00  104 

333 Kasson $238.00  $10.00  119 

595 La Crescent $282.00  $10.00  141 

110 Lake City $70.00  $10.00  35 

40 Lanesboro $194.00  $10.00  97 

161 LeRoy $80.00  $10.00  40 

90 Lewiston $56.00  $10.00  28 
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105 Lyle $86.00  $10.00  43 

299 Mabel $202.00  $10.00  101 

588 Mazeppa $64.00  $10.00  32 

579 Millville $74.00  $10.00  37 

75 New Richland $60.00  $10.00  30 

544 Ostrander $16.00  $10.00  8 

77 Owatonna $186.00  $10.00  93 

526 Peterson $84.00  $10.00  42 

179 Plainview $216.00  $10.00  108 

92 Rochester $222.00  $10.00  111 

94 Rushford $96.00  $10.00  48 

249 Spring Grove $140.00  $10.00  70 

68 Spring Valley $92.00  $10.00  46 

190 Saint Charles $10.00  $10.00  5 

164 Stewartville $312.00  $10.00  156 

50 Wabasha $216.00  $10.00  108 

587 Waldorf $28.00  $10.00  14 

228 Waseca $436.00  $10.00  218 

295 West Concord $50.00  $10.00  25 

637 Whalan $26.00  $10.00  13 

9 Winona $220.00  $10.00  110 

369 Wykoff $34.00  $10.00  17 

  Totals $6,384.00  $460.00  3192 

Tidbits from the Treasurer ------         
Continued   

     

To all Units in the First Distrist -- this is an annual fee for each unit. 

This is the per capita for 2024-2025. The per Capita for this year is 
$2/per member. Every unit has an annual $10.00 Distict Junior Fee 
also. These are the monies that the 1st District operates on for the 
year. This will only be printed this mailing - so, please keep for fur-

     

1st District Per Capita for 2024-2025 
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                          AUXILIARY  MEMBERSHIP  REPORT           10-30-24 

Unit Location Goal Previous Turn In Jrs Srs Total Precent Left 

9 Winona 114 7 3 0 7 10 8.77% 104 

90 Lewiston 29 0 1 0 1 1 3.45% 28 

190 St Charles 6 3 1 0 3 4 66.67% 2 

50 Wabasha 111 28 1 1 27 29 26.13% 82 

110 Lake City 37 0 1 0 0 1 2.70% 36 

179 Plainview 113 0 5 0 5 5 4.42% 108 

573 Elgin 8 0 1 0 1 1 12.50% 7 

579 Millville 39 2 1 0 3 3 7.69% 36 

588 Mazeppa 34 0 3 0 3 3 8.82% 31 

92 Rochester 115 34 2 1 28 36 31.30% 79 

119 Byron 14 7 2 0 7 9 64.29% 5 

164 Stewartville 164 42 15 0 42 57 34.76% 107 

551 Eyota 88 16 1 1 15 17 19.32% 71 

Pod One Total   872 139 37 3 142 176 20.18% 696 

295 West Concord 26 0 1 0 1 1 3.85% 25 

330 Hayfield 175 0 6 0 6 6 3.43% 169 

333 Kasson 125 9 3 0 9 12 9.60% 113 

384 Dodge Center 56 0 2 0 2 2 3.57% 54 

422 Claremont 20 0 2 0 2 2 10.00% 18 

52 Blooming Prairie 89 8 4 0 12 12 13.48% 77 

77 Owatonna 98 13 1 0 13 14 14.29% 84 

75 New Richland 32 0 2 0 2 2 6.25% 30 

228 Waseca 229 27 14 2 25 41 17.90% 188 

587 Waldorf 15 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 15 

Pod Two Totals   865 57 35 2 72 92 10.64% 773 

40 Lanesboro 101 1 1 0 1 2 1.98% 99 

68 Spring Valley 48 0 3 0 3 3 6.25% 45 

81 Harmony 44 0 1 0 1 1 2.27% 43 

94 Rushford 50 2 23 0 2 25 50.00% 25 

197 Chatfield 18 0 16 0 16 16 88.89% 2 

299 Mabel 106 0 32 3 29 32 30.19% 74 

369 Wykoff 18 0 1 0 1 1 5.56% 17 

526 Peterson 44 17 2 1 16 19 43.18% 25 

544 Ostrander 9 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 9 

637 Whalen 14 0 12 0 12 12 85.71% 2 

191 Caledonia 64 0 37 0 37 37 57.81% 27 

249 Spring Grove 73 0 3 0 3 3 4.11% 70 

423 Houston 109 0 2 0 2 2 1.83% 107 

498 Hokah 18 0 3 0 3 3 16.67% 15 

595 LaCrescent 148 19 1 0 19 20 13.51% 128 

Pod Three Totals   864 39 137 4 145 176 20.37% 688 
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             AUXILIARY  MEBERSHIP REPORT  CONTINUED  

56 Albert Lea 205 30 2 0 31 32 15.61% 173 

264 Glenville 86 13 2 1 14 15 17.44% 71 

404 Alden 36 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 36 

552 Freeborn 55 0 53 9 44 53 96.36% 2 

91 Austin 88 0 1 0 0 1 1.14% 87 

105 Lyle 45 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 45 

140 Grand Meadow 63 0 28 3 25 28 44.44% 35 

146 Adams 120 36 1 5 31 37 30.83% 83 

161 Leroy 42 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 42 

Pod Four Totals   740 79 87 18 145 166 22.43% 574 

Total   3341 314 296 28 582 610 18.26% 2731 
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                                                     HAPPY  FALL TO  ALL OUR  MEMBERS 

   I hope many of you will be joining me a Fall Conference in St Cloud. We can get so many ideas to take home to our 

units to help us get membership. I know we lose many of our older members each year. This is why it’s so important 

for each member to get that Plus One. With new members added to our units we will be able to keep funding our 

veteran programs. 

   Unit membership Chairs, make sure your membership application is the current one. Give one out to unit members 

so they have it handy when talking to a new person. I know some of your friends are not eligible for membership but 

want to volunteer to help our veterans. Don’t turn them away! Gather the volunteers to be the extra help we some-

times need with meals or a special activity especially coming up in November and December. 

    Next month I will have our unit membership updates from the Fall Department Conference and some highlights of 

this special time. 

    Rosalie Trom 

    1st District Membership Chairman 

    507-951-8442 

    Rosalie7@gmail.com 

 

Left—The care packages for women 

in the VA Hospitals that were put 

together at Fall Conference 

Left—The department Auxiliary Col-

ors being carried into the room at 

Fall Conference. 
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FROM  YOUR  HONORAY AUXILIARY 

JR PRESIDENT 

   Hi, I am Regan McElroy, I am the new Honorary Junior President 

of the First District American Legion Auxiliary. I would like to give 

an introduction to the District. I am 12 years old. I live in Riceville, 

Iowa with my mom (Missy) my Dad (Joe), my sister (Taylor), and I 

also have an older sister (Melanie). I play basketball, softball and 

volleyball. In my spare time, I enjoy hanging out with my friends 

and going shopping.                                                                                                        

My project this year in the Outdoor Recreation Activities Fund for 

the Preston Veterans Home. The project is to help take the veterans 

hunting, fishing and ect. I would like to than everyone who has do-

nated so far. Remember that the check needs to be made out to the 

First District American Legion Auxiliary and in the memo line put 

– Honorary Jr Presidents project. 

Regan McElroy   -   First District Auxiliary Jr President 
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Squadron Summary 

 

The Commander, East Vice Commander and I want to help each and every Squadron 

get their memberships turned in.  We would also like to see each squadron be active 

and take credit for being active.  So reach out to us and let us know how we can help. 

This includes utilizing on the line tool MY SAL.  

As SAL Commander Erickson stated doing your renewals on line speeds up the process 

and those renewals are actually accounted for much sooner in all the reports.  Please 

strongly consider using this tool. 

Remember, being a member is important, however being an active member is key to 

carrying out our SAL mission.  Membership in the Sons of the American Legion (SAL) is 

important as it supports veterans and their families while promoting patriotism and 

American values. Additionally, we members engage in community service and youth 

programs, fostering a sense of good citizenship and camaraderie among those who 

share a common heritage of military service. 

I would like to take this opportunity to Thank all Veterans for their service  this Veter-

ans day. 

Also a Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family. 

 

Respectively Submitted 

Greg Lemmer 

1st District SAL Membership Director 
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"START by doing WHAT IS 

NECESSARY 

Then do WHAT IS POSSI-

BLE and suddenly 

You are doing THE IM-

POSSIBLE" 

Saint Francis of Assisi  

      Right 

Sons of the American 

Legion, Squadron 9 of 

Winona members do-

ing their ADOPT A 

HIGHWAY program.  
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DIRECTOR                                                                

SUNSHINE MILLER MALONEY 

Phone   507-459-5962 

EMAIL  -  sunshine1alr@gmail.com 

 

 

VICE  DIRECTOR  -  CHUCK STONE 

1625  Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

Phone  - 507 213-7517 

EMAIL  -  castoney@hotmail.com 

 

SGT at  ARMS    - Gene Luedke 

325 Hoffman Dr. Apt 305 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

PHONE—507—451—5731 

EMAIL  -  gene.luedke@hotmail.com 

 

SECRETARY  - TONIA BETTERMANN 

1625  Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

PHONE—507 –456—2315 

EMAIL   -  betttm88@outlook.com 

 

FINANCIAL ADVISOR  -  MARK MALONEY 

845 54th  Avenue, Apt E  

Winona , MN  55987 

Phone  -  507-513-1582                                        

EMAIL  - markmaloney1962@gmail.com 

 

CHAPLAIN   -   JILL REED 

 

 

HISTORIAN  -  Karen “Sassy” Nay  - WiNONA 

 

 

 

 

  

  FROM  YOUR  DIRECTOR’S  DESK 
     

November is the month to reflect on all things to 
be thankful for. 
 
  I am so very thankful for the District Riders offic-
ers and members for your support and help.    
  District Commander Mark & I would also like to 
thank everyone who joined us at the open house 
at Dept Fall Conference for great food, belly 
laughs and good times. 
  Mark your calendars for the Stars and Stripes 
Christmas party on Sunday, Dec 15 at the Eyota 
Legion.  Potluck lunch. Door prizes.  Everyone is 
welcome to join in the patriotic themed party. 
  I will be scheduling a meeting soon to go over 
the new Dept Constitution & By Laws.  Stay 
tuned.  
 Together We Can Make a Difference,  
 
Sunshine Miller Maloney  
First District ALR Director 
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Winona Chicken Q Dates 

January 6th SAL Chicken Q 
February 10th Event Sponsor is Winona Chiefs Baseball Team.  They will sell tickets 

and serve the meals.  SAL will grill the chicken. 
March 9th Event Sponsor is Pickwick Mill Inc.  They will sell tickets and serve the 

meals.  SAL will grill the chicken. 
April 6th SAL Chicken Q 
May 11th Event Sponsor is Kids Sport.  They will sell tickets, grill the chicken, 

and serve the meals.   
September 7th SAL Chicken Q 
October 5th Event Sponsor is Winona Cotter HS Speech Team.  They will sell tick-

ets and serve the meals.  SAL will grill the chicken. 
All events offer dine in or carry out.  We would hope you dine in, and experience the 
great family environment at the Winona American Legion. 
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