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Dear Minnesota Legion Baseball Supporter,

Minnesota American Legion Baseball has been a cornerstone of our communities for over 100 years. Each
summer, more than 5,000 players and 1,000 coaches participate in this time-honored program, which serves
as a vital part of local communities across the state. At its core, Minnesota American Legion Baseball is about
community-based competition, where young athletes from local schools and neighborhoods have the
opportunity to compete in what is often referred to as the "greatest game on earth."

In recent weeks, the leadership of Minnesota American Legion Baseball made the difficult decision to
discontinue its support for the All Star Series, which has been held at the end of the season for the past four
years. This event was organized by the MN Legion Prospect Series, a dedicated group of volunteers who have
worked tirelessly to showcase talented players and celebrate the summer season of American Legion
Baseball.

When the All Star Series was first introduced, its mission and vision were aligned with those of Minnesota
American Legion Baseball. The series successfully highlighted the skills of the players while celebrating the
season as a whole. Over time, the event expanded to include multiple teams and players from both the metro
and outstate areas, with Minnesota American Legion Baseball providing financial support through the 2024
season.

However, during a recent Minnesota American Legion Board of Directors meeting, a founding member of the
MN Legion Prospect Series presented ideas for expanding the All Star Series into the regular season by
creating “Zip Code” teams. After careful consideration, the Board rejected this proposal for several reasons.
First, the concept of “Zip Code” teams would violate several established Minnesota American Legion Baseball
rules. Second, the idea would place undue strain on our regular season teams for the benefit of a select few
players, undermining the integrity of the program as a whole.

Despite the rejection of this idea at the Board meeting, it has come to our attention that the concept of “Legion
Gold” and “Legion Zone” teams s still being promoted across the state as a potential addition to the 2025
season. These terms are being presented as a supplemental option to the current American Legion Baseball
offerings.

We want to be clear: Minnesota American Legion Baseball does not support or endorse the creation of “Zip
Code” teams, nor any other variation of the proposal. As the idea continues to be pushed under the banner of
American Legion Baseball, the Minnesota American Legion Board of Directors felt compelled to take decisive
action. As such, Minnesota American Legion Baseball will no longer offer financial or institutional support to the
MN Legion Prospect Series, nor will we continue to associate with it in any official capacity. As a result, the
Minnesota American Legion has issued a cease and desist letter to the organization.

Thank you for your continued support of Minnesota American Legion Baseball. We remain committed to the
values and vision that have guided this program for over a century, and we look forward to continuing to serve
our communities and players in the years to come.

Minnesota American Legion Baseball Board of Directors
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Beware: Bad Actors Want to Steal from Veterans

Attributable to 10th District Commander Kristy Janigo
and Department Service Officer Ray Kane
July 25, 2024

Thieves are working aggressively to steal from veterans, veteran service organizations, veteran nonprofits al
ernment agencies that work with veterans.

ltds a numbers game. | f t hey gel Heliowearelooking for a ut
. ~ resource to help with a female
their efforts. Dondt fall prey t ( veteraninneed. Herchurch r

reached out to informing me that
. . . . the female vet went into the
A post for a veteran service organlzatlon received a text from SOMEONE  hospital last night and has been
admitted due to a stroke. She has

claiming to be a Hennepin County veteran service officer and asking for 3 young children and is asking for
any kind of donation

$200. Soon, the CVSO learned the same message was sent to another p _
Or any kind of resources to help

This time, the post shared a screenshot (shown). R R

4 days then a relative will pick

In another case, people sat in front of a home in their car for a long tim  fhem up. They need a few outfits
ygiene and one will need pullups.
then knocked on the door and sought knowledge of a veteran who was re et L ——
to the hom_eowner. They got angry when it was d?nled. In yet another,a SR e e i
husbanewi f e duo at a postds bar | ate Jngifvourorganizatoncan a
middle names, after hearing their other names. The husband claimedtot .
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People who work as veteran service officers at the federal, state and county levels, as well as veteran servic
zation are quite familiar with calls from masked numbers seeking knowledge of personnel information, especial
214s. Some go so far as to claim being nurses, medical staff or first responders, or they claim to be investigato
medical malpractice or negligence.

The American Legion Department of Minnesota is w
claim sharks and fraudulent attempts at personal information of veterans.

A Be smart. Check the email address or phone num
scammers claim to be from an organization you know or trust.

A Protect the personal information of your | oved
information they have i n order to gain more perso

A Veterans have earned the benefit of representa
veteran service organizations and county veteran service officers provide claim services for no charge. Contact
American Legion or your CVSO to take advantage of benefits you have earned. You will have a trustedcveterar
side.
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A Resist any pressure to act immediately. You al

Here is a list of the types of common scammer tactics:

Spoofing:Disguising an email address, social media profile, sender name, phone number or website to conv
that you are interacting with a trusted source.

Phishing: Email sent with the intention of deceiving you to act. Example: You see emails from the departmer

commander, telling you to reply, but you realize
Smishing: This is phishing via text message. Facebook Messenger is full of this problem. We regularly see it
Facebook will cancel our Facebook Page if we dond

Vishing: This is phishing via phone. The caller usually makes recipients believe they will be fined or miss out
opportunity.

Tell Me About Yourself:During a phone call, the scammer may ask you to verify who you are by asking you 1
confirm your personal information. Sometimes, they act like they are loan officers or some other trusted positio

To report fraud, visit the Minnesota Attorney Ge
6512963353 (Twin Cities) or 8@5% #3787 (outside the Twin Cities).

The VA has a teftee Veteran Identity Theft Helpline at-885492. The VA also provides further tips for fraud
prevention at this website: www.va.gov/initiatives/protectitegangrom-fraud/.

Media may contact:
10th District Commander Kristy Janigo,-8029029, kristy.janigo@gmail.com

Media may contact q.lap p y wau - (Year !
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Active duty, the Reserves or
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AUXILIARY All male descendants

of Legionnaires
& Any member “in good standing” in
Legionnaire All male descendants The AL, ALA, or SAL, whois a
Spouse, Mother, Sister, of qualifying veterans Registered motorcycle owner or
Grandmother, or who have passed Spouse of a registered motorcycle owner
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qualified for membership
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Juniors

Any ALA member
Under the age of 18
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ALA MN Girls State All Stars

Thank you for becoming an ALA MN Girls State All Star.
Our program is successful because of people like you who know the
impact this program makes in the lives of young women.

If you wish to become a donor to the 2025 session of ALA MN Girls State,

please complete the form below and mail with a check made out to
ALA Dept of Minnesota.

Name/Unit

Contact email

White Star Donor $1-$49

Red Star Donor $50 - $99.

Blue Star Donor $100 - $249

Gold Star Donor $250+

Al ALA MN Girls State All Stars will be recognized on the ALA MN Girls State Facebook page
and in our citizen handbook.

Please consider making a personal donation, a unit donation, a post, squadron or chapter
donation or a corporate donation to the American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota Girls State

Program. Your donation is appreciated and will be used to aid in the mission of our program to
educate young women.

Please mail donations to: American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Minnesota
20 W 12th St Room 314
St Paul, MN 55155
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Americanism Essay Contest flow chart

Visit www.ALAforVeterans.org for more information and required cover sheet

Units to schools

Distribute essay cover sheet and instructions

With requested return date*

<

Units select from submitted essays.

Send to Department Chairman
on or before March 23, 2025.

Kollett Kaehlert
1943 Sheridan Court, North Mankato, MN 56003
kkaehlertaux@gmail.com

4

Department chairman selects from submitted unit

essays then send winners to Division Chairman by
April 15, 2025

4

Division chairmen determine
winners then sent to
Americanism Committee members

*Deadlines determined by unit and department chairmen.

American Legion Auxiliary National Headquarters|3450 Founders Road| Indianapolis, In 46268| Phone (317) 569-4500 |Fax (317) 569-4502
www.ALAforVeterans.org




AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST
2025 Cover Sheet

Each year, the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) sponsors an Americanism Essay Contest for
students in grades 3-12, including students with special needs. Grade levels are divided into six
classes. One award in each of the six classes will be presented in each division. Winners will receive
$50 and a $50 donation in the student's name will be made to the Children of Warriors National
Presidents’ Scholarship fund.

Essay Title: “What does America the Beautiful mean to me regarding veterans and our
military?”

Essay Classes:

Class Grade Level Word Requirement

| 3and 4 150-250

1] 5and 6 250-300

1} 7 and 8 350-400

\Y 9 and 10 450-500

V 11 and 12 450-500

VI Students with  Word count should

special needs  correspond with student’s
grade level.

Essay Checklist:

] Class competing in

O Sponsoring ALA unit

= Typed or neatly written essay conforming to the word requirement for class
[l Completed essay coversheet as first page of essay
O Word count of essay
O Due date for student to return to ALA unit

To Be Completed by the Student/Parent:

Student Name:
Address (Street, City, State, Zip):

E-mail Address:

Phone:

School Name:
School City/State:

Teacher Name and Signature:

Auxiliary Use Only (Must be completed for entry to be considered.):
Sponsoring Unit Name/Number:

Signature of Unit Americanism Chairman:

Unit winner due to Department on: Department:

Signature of Department Chairman:

Department winner due to National Americanism Division Chairman by April 15, 2025




AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Bulletin #16 as of 12/25/2024
2025 Membership
Member-opoly
"Finding Member's in Everyday Places"
Your Leader is Rich Aunty Pennybags, Hope Wilson

Membership Percent of Difference from

Membershipl

DISTRICT | [#ofunits] | Goal| [ Pperiod Gain| To Date Goal Last Year Last Year

One 47 3,341 71 2,638 78.96% 2,638

Two 70 3,444 78 2,588 75.15% 2,588

Three 46 3,476 162 2,647 76.15% 2,647

Four 7 508 18 324 63.78% 324

Five 7 463 9 257 55.51% 257

Six 60 4,469 64 3,540 79.21% 3,540

Seven 52 2,561 41 1,930 75.36% 1,930

Eight 20 1,117 22 770 68.93% 770

Nine 45 2,944 110 2,237 75.99% 2,237

Ten 41 3,391 97 2,397 70.69% 2,397

1982 1 331 o 222 67.07% 222

Department 396 26,045 672 19,550 75.06% - 19,550
Total

Sroup 3i(Eves) 198 12,929 279 9,619 74.40% o 9,619
Linda Kelly

Sroup 2 (Oad) 197 12,785 393 9,709 75.94% o 9,709
Robin Dorf

RANKINGS
1 2nd 3ed ath sth eth 7th sth oth 10th
79.21% 78.96% 76.15% 75.99% 75.36% 75.15% 70.69% 68.93% 63.78% 55.51%
District 6 District 1 District 3 District 9 District 7 District 2 District 10 District 8 District 4 District 5
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AUXI LI ARY MEMBERSHI P REPOR?2/ 25/ 2
Uni t LocatGoal PreviobDsrn I[hot al Pr ec dlnetf t
9 Wi nona 114 10 6 72 63.168% 4
90 Lewi s[t on 2P 11 1 2B 79.31% 6
190 St Chlarl es 6 4 2 60 100. 0|0 % 0
50 Wa b as/ha 111 8p 1 9B 83. 78% 1
110 Lake [City 37V 1 2 2B 75. 68% 9
179 Pl ai nvi ewl13 6 B 1 64 56. 64% 4
573 El gi|n 8 1 6 71 87.50% 1
579 Mil lville3dPp 3pb 4 3P100. 00 % 0
588 Ma z e p|p a 34 24 5 2P 85.29% 5
92 Rochelster 115 95b 4 10086.968% 1
119 Byron 14 9 5 14100. 00 % 0
164 Stewarntvi lll6egd 1109 9 12878.08% 3
551 Eyotpa 8 B 4 8 1 6/ 76. 14%
West [Con-
295 cord 26 1 1 1B 69.23% 8
330 Hayfijel d 175 121 6 120772. 57% 4
333 Kassan 125 8 B 8 9 72.80% 3
384 Dodge |[Cent érp 45 4 49 87.50% 7
422 Cl aremont 290 3 1 19 95. 00% 1
Bl oom|i ng
52 Prairie 8D 6 B 5 6B 76. 40% 2
77 Owat ohna 98 6 b I 7B 74. 49% 2
New R} ch-
75 | and 3p 2 2 2D 90.63% 3
228 Waseda 229 41 13 171777.29% 5
587 Wal dor f 15b 0 1 14 93.33%
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40 Lanesboro0Q1l 6 70 8 84. 1609 1
6 8 Spring NMaldgy 3 3B 4 85. 4209 7
81 Har mony 4 4 1 34 3 79. 5509 9
94 Rushfo 5 4 2 4 88. 0009 6
197 Chatfiel dlB8 16 1 1 94. 4409 1
299 Mabel 106 3P 54 8 81. 1309 2
369 Wy kof f 18 1 1y 1 100. 00 O
526 Petersjon 44 1P 156 3 17.2709 1
544 Ostrander 9 0 7 7 7. 789 2
637 Whal en 14 0 1p 1 85. 7109 2
191 Cal edoni a6 4 3V 20 5 89. 069 7
249 Spring |Gro/ive 54 2 5 76. 7109 1
423 Houston 109 2 8p 8 75. 2309 2
498 Hok ah 18 16 1 1 94. 4409 1
595 LaCrescenlt48 71 54 12 84. 469 2

eoa tneel [ ad ad 2d 7 seiard a4

56 Al bert |Le2a0l5 150 10 16 78. 0509 4
264 Gl envi | e8P 74 2 7 88. 3709 1
404 Al den 3 b 0 24 2 66. 679 1
552 Freeborn 55 56 1 5 103.64% -2
91 Austin 8 B 0 54 5 61. 3609 3
105 Lyl e 4 b 0 40 4 88.8909 95
140 Grand Mead6p 4 B 3 5 80.9509 1
146 Adams 120 37 5D 8 72.5009 3
161 Lero 4 p 3B 5 3 90. 4809 4
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Current at
Districts 2024 Results | 2025 Goal Dept. Percentage | Placing |
1st District 1670 1743 1050 60.24% 5
2nd District 1313 1385 773 55.81% 7
3rd District 2177 2249 1521 67.63% 2
5th District 349 365 199 54.52% 8
6th District 1631 1693 1021 60.31% 4
7th District 902 938 487 51.92% 9
8th District 489 509 229 44 .99% 10
9th District 879 915 619 67.65% 1
10th District 1637 1699 969 57.03% 6
Totals 11457 11918 7136 59.88%
Membership Targets
September 11, 2024 10% February 12, 2025 75%
October 16, 2024 25% March 12, 2025 80%
November 14, 2024 35% April 9, 2025 9Q90%
December 11, 2024 45% May 17, 2025 100%
January 15, 2025 60% July 22, 2025** 105%
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Current at

Districts 2024 Results | 2025 Goal Dept. Percentage | Placing

1st District 1670 1743 1050 60.24% 5

2nd District 1313 1385 173 55.81% 7

3rd District 2177 2249 1521 67.63% 2

5th District 349 365 199 54.52% 8

6th District 1631 1693 1021 60.31% 4

7th District 902 938 487 51.92% 9

8th District 489 509 229 44.99% 10

9th District 879 915 619 67.65% 1

10th District 1637 1699 969 57.03% 6

Totals 11457 11918 7136 59.88%
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2024 Results Total at Grand Date Goal
Sqdrn. Location (7/31/2024) | 2025 Goal | Dept Total |%ofGoal| Reached

9|Winona 145 147 124 124 84.35%
40|Lanesboro 68 70 1 0 :§ 1.43%
50|Wabasha 20 22 20 0 20 90.91%
52|Blooming Prairie 39 41 1 0 1 2.44%
56|Albert Lea 109 111 65 0 65 58.56%
77]|0watonna 102 104 32 0 32 30.77%
90|Lewiston 46 48 45 0 45 93.75%
91|Austin 58 60 pJ 0 2 3.33%
92|Rochester 77 79 63 0 63 79.75%
94 |Rushford 26 28 20 0 20 71.43%
105|Lyle 27 29 5 0 5 17.24%
119|Byron 24 26 14 0 14 53.85%
146|Adams 104 106 64 0 64 60.38%
161|Leroy 37 39 34 0 34 87.18%
164 |Stewartville 120 122 86 0 86 70.49%

166|Preston 42 44 50 0 50 113.64% | 12/15/2024
179|Plainview 10 12 1 0 1 8.33%
190|St Charles 3 5 2 0 2 40.00%
191|Caledonia 7 9 8 0 8 88.89%

. 228|Waseca 134 136 96 0 96 70.59%
264|Glenville 54 56 38 0 38 67.86%
266|Hartland 11 13 10 0 10 76.92%
281|Janesville 7 9 0 0 0 0.00%
299|Mabel 17 19 4 0 4 21.05%
317|Emmons ol 34 37 0 37 108.82% | 11/25/2024
330|Hayfield 48 50 44 0 44 88.00%
333|Kasson 42 44 24 0 24 54.55%
384|Dodge Center 4 6 0 0 0 0.00%
404|Alden 54 56 32 0 32 57.14%
423|Houston 10 12 13 0 13 108.33% | 12/2/2024
446|Rochester 32 34 25 0 25 73.53%
546|Kellogg 12 14 0 0 0 0.00%
551|Eyota 39 41 9 0 9 21.95%

0

552 |Freeborn 26 28 22 22 78.57%
' 579|Millville 23 25 23 ‘ 0 23 92.00%

La Crescent

1st District Totals

56.25%
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