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APRIL 2024

IMPORTANT DATES

Aprill3, 2024—Department
Jr Conference at Detroit
Lakes.

April 20, 2024—First District
Leadership Testimonial at
Eyota Post 551. RSVP in in
this newsletter.

April 22, 2024 - First District
Suicide training seminar.
Four (4) PM at Stewartville
Post 164. More info in the
flyer elsewhere in this
newsletter.

May 4, 2024—The First Dis-
trict SAL Convention at9
AM in Austin American Le-
gion Post 91. More info in
the Call to Convention in the
SAL section of this news-
letter.

May 4, 2024—The First Dis-
trict Riders Convention at 1
PM in Austin American Le-
gion Post 91. More info in
the Riders section of this
newsletter.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AVAILIABLE

Kasson Post 333 has a over supply of medical equip-
ment which includes hospital beds with mattresses,
wheel chairs (both regular and electric), motorized
scooters and much more. If interested please call
Richard Denny at 507—259—2081 for more infor-
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DEPARTMENT & DISTRICT DATES

APR 20, 2024----------- Commander & President Testimonial ----—---- ---- Eyota
11 Madison Ave SW, Eyota, MN----5PM social, 6PM dinner, 7PM Program

APR 22, 2024 ————Suicide Prevention Training—Stewartville Post 164 - 4 PM
MAY 4, 2024------------- First District SAL Convention —------------ Austin Post 91
809 12™ St SW, Austin, MN 9AM
MAY 4, 2024 --------- First District ALR Convention --------------- — Austin Post 91
809 12™ St SW, Austin, MN 1PM
MAY 18, 2024 ———rFirst District Legion & Auxiliary Convention-----Austin Post 91
809 12th St SW, Austin MN—— — — — — ——- 9:00 AM
it Important !

If anyone has a resolution that will be coming up at the District Con-
vention, it needs to be in the Resolution Chairman’s (Jim Kellogg)
hands at least thirty (30) days prior to the Convention. So if you have
one or plan on writing up one, make sure that you remember that.

ENDORSEMENTS AND OR REQUESTS

Mark Maloney - Commander 24—25 - from Post 551 NATIONAL DELEGATES
Myron Ehrich - Commander 24—25—from Post 295 Mary Hanson
Josh Erickson - SAL Commander - 24-25 Squadron 9 Myron Ehrich
Gary Weaver - Finance Officer - 24 -25 La Crescent 595 Gary Miller
Chuck Kruger

ATTENTION GOLD STAR FAMILY MEMBERS
The District wants to compile a list of Gold Star Families in our district. So if you are
or know of a Gold Star Family please sent their contact number and address for them
to Mary Hanson at 1701 4th Ave SW, Austin, MN 55912 or Wayne Hammon at PO Box
135, LeRoy, MIN 55951. We would like to honor them at our District Convention on
May 18, 2024 in Austin, MN.
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FROM YOUR COMMANDER

Well, it is already April. Wow where did the year go? | had a busy year learning the job and plan-
ning events and helping people finding the answer they did not know the answers to. It was said that
the district officers cannot do anything to help post and with post issues well | found that statement
completely wrong after hearing that statement 11 years ago, | did not believe it and | have worked my
way up to the ranks and found the secret hiding places of the books that stated the opposite. | have
shown people the books and helped the post officers understand them and had classes to convince
them that the things the officers before me and the way that things were handled was out dated and
there is no room in today's American legion with everyone's personal agendas .

To be the biggest veterans support organization we need to work as we did in the military as one big
well-oiled machine after same objective ending the need to belong for our veterans and their families
and the community understand the needs for them.

We cannot do that if we are picking and bickering with each other having post commanders thinking
they are kings of the post and they do not answer to no one.

Well sorry to tell those type that is not the way it is the way is checks and bounces and there | not
anytime for such games in who post belong to it was built by the members and we hold ourselves
tom them not them to us and we as leaders are the mouth piece for them and we do their bidding
what they want we do our best to make it happen.

Rember we are the American legion we are a team, and our goal is to help veterans and their fam-
ilies and community awareness we cannot do that if we are a team if you do not know the job of your
position ask or even check it out before you take the job don't take just to fill a spot but to learn and
go to any training that's available ask and the past leaders mentor the young so they can do the job
as great as you did any use all the training aids we have it makes your job easier and make everyone
more confidant in you and if you do not the answer then find the answers. God bless America and
God bless our troops.

First District Commander
Mark A Maloney Il



4 FROM YOUR CHAPLAINS CORNER

Matthew 5

The Sermon on the Mount

[1] Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
The Beatitudes

[2] And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

[3] “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

[4] “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

[5] “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

[6] “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

[7] “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

[8] “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

[9] “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

[10] “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

[11] “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account. [12] Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

Salt and Light

[13] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer
good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

[14] “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Nor do people light a lamp and put
it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. [16] In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Christ Came to Fulfill the Law

[17] “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them. [18] For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from
the Law until all is accomplished. [19] Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. [20] For I tell you, unless your righteousness ex-
ceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Anger

[21] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable
to judgment.’ [22] But | say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; who-
ever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.
[23] So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 4



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER CONTINUED

(24] leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your
gift. [25] Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand
you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. [26] Truly, | say to you, you will never
get out until you have paid the last penny.

Lust

[27] “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” [28] But | say to you that everyone who
looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. [29] If your right eye
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your
whole body be thrown into hell. [30] And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.

Divorce

[31] “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ [32] But | say to you that
everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and who-
ever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Oaths

[33] “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the
Lord what you have sworn.’ [34] But | say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of
God, [35] or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. [36] And do not
take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. [37] Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or
‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.

Retaliation

[38] “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ [39] But | say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil.
But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. [40] And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have
your cloak as well. [41] And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. [42] Give to the one who begs from you, and do
not refuse the one who would borrow from you.

Love Your Enemies

[43] “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ [44] But | say to you,
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, [45] so that you may be sons of your Father who is in
heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. [46]
For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? [47]
And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
[48] You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.



FIRST DISTRICT FAMILY

TESTIMONIAL DINNER

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2024

AMERICAN LEGION POST 551
11 MADISON AVE NW
EYOTA, MN

SOCIAL: 5-6 PM

DINNER: 6 PM Michelle Weaver
o Chuck Stone - SAL Cc
PROGRAM: 7 PM . 7% ’Sunshine Maloney
Thick-cut pork chop, mashed potatoes, .
green beans, side salad & dessert
$18 per plate Please RSVP by April 2nd

CUT OFF AND SEND WITH PAYMENT

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO “EYOTA AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS”
and MAIL TO: Mark Maloney
845 54th Avenue, Apt E
Winona, MN 5598



7 FIRST DISTRICT AMERICAN LEGION CONVENTION PRE-REGISTRATION

May 18, 2024 American Legion Post 91, Austin, MN
The First District American Legion Convention will be held at Post 91 in Austin, MN. Please fill out
this form and before April 30, 2024, mail to:

First District Convention
C/0O American Legion Post 91

809 12™ St SW Austin, MN 55912
Austin, MN 555912
Please make the items with an “X” and total up the amount.
Pre-registration Fee $15.00 registration, at the door it will be $20.00.
Saturday lunch $10:00 (Lunch consists of : (Soup and Sandwich)

Total Amount

Make the checks out to “American Legion Post 91” and send to the address above.

NAME PHONE / /

ADDRESS CITY ZIP
Circle one Delegate Alternate Guest

Put an “X” by your organization and fill out Your organization number.
If you are a dual or triple member, you only need to register for one organization. This form will
get
you registered for the SAL or Riders Convention on Saturday, May 4, 2024
(ONLY PREREGISTERED MEMBERS WILL GET A CONVENTION BOOK)
Legion Post # Auxiliary Unit # SAL ALR Chap-
ter

You must register as a delegate, alternate, or guest if you are attending the convention. One person
per registration form please. You can make copies if needed. More than one registration and lunch
fee may be put on one check.
cut off
Hotel information for the First District Convention in Austin, MN

The post has blocked some rooms for Friday night May 17, 2024, at the following:
DOUBLE TREE BY HILTON
1701 4™ StNW - AUSTIN, MN
507-433-1000
Rooms are $139.00 plus tax. for a double queen
You will need to call the motel and make your reservation. They are blocked under the American Le-

_ 7
gion.



2024 First District Call to Convention
To: All Posts of the First District
By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and By-Laws of the American Legion, Department of
Minnesota, |, First District Commander, Mark Maloney, do hereby call a convention of the First District to convene at
Austin, Minnesota, Saturday May 18, 2024.

The business sessions of the convention will be held n the Austin American Legion Post 91 located at 809 12" st
SW, Austin, MN, commencing at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, May 18, 2024, and will continue until adjournment.

The purpose of this convention is to elect a District Commander, four (4) District Vice- Commanders, District Chap-
lain, District Finance Officer, Delegates and Alternates to the National Convention and to do other business of the
First District that may properly come before the Convention.

The voting strength of each Post will be, as provided in the Department Constitution and By-Laws, Article 5, Sec-
tion 3 based upon the membership certification sent to the District Commander by the District Adjutant.

Please send certification of your Post Delegates and Alternates to :
Wayne Hammon, PO Box 135, LeRoy, MN 55951 before May 5™,

All Members are encouraged to attend.

First District Commander

Mark Maloney
Delegate Certification to the First District Convention in Austin, Minnesota, May 18, 2024, please send it to the Dis-
trict Adjutant as soon as possible.

POST MN

DELEGATES ALTERNATES

SIGNED

ADJUTANT, POST #
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED

TO THE 1 7TH ANNUAL MILITARY BALL
HOSTED BY THE MILITARY FAMILY

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

PLACE: SPRING GROVE FEST BUILDING

110 NORTH DIVISION

DATE: APRIL 20, 2024
TIME: COCKTAILS & PHOTOS 4:30 P. M.

(ONE PHOTO INCLUDED )

DINNER: 5:45 P.M.

PLATE INCLUDES PORK AND CHICKEN

DANCING: 8:00 PM-10:30 P.M.

$30 /PER PERSON
PLEASE RSYP BY APRIL 10, 2024

FEEL FREE TO COPY AND SHARE THIS INVITATION
DIRECT QUESTIONS TO:
GARY OR JAN LEE BUXENGARD AT 507-498-346 1
OR JANLEEBUXENGARD@GMAIL.COM

Cut along dotted line

17TH ANNUAL MILITARY BALL ATTENDEES

NAME EMAIL
ADDRESS
NUMBER IN YOUR PARTY AMOUNT ENCLOSED

PLEASE LIST NAME OF OTHER GUESTS ON BACK OF THIS PORTION.
IF YOU HAVE SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS PLEASE EXPLAIN ON BACK

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: MILITARY BALL
MAIL TO:
MILITARY BALL
21465 SOouUTH VIEW ROAD
SPRING GROVE, MN 55974



11 NOTICE

Please and make sure you get your Blood
reports and your Children and Youth reports in
to Myron Ehrich.

They are due in March and April so pay
attention to the due dates and get them in on
time.

We usually get a poor return of these re-
ports so lets try and do better this year.

Myron Ehrich - Blood and Children and Youth
Chairman.

|
N
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WHAT IS A VETERAN?

A “VETERAN” - WHETHER ACTIVE DUTY,
DISCHARGED, RETIRED, OR RESERVE - IS
SOMEONE WHO, AT ONE POINT IN HIS LIFE,

WROTE A BLANK CHECK MADE PAYABLE
TO “THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,”
FOR AN AMOUNT OF “UP TO, AND
INCLUDING HIS LIFE”

THAT IS HONOR.

AND THERE ARE WAY TOO MANY PEOPLE
IN THIS COUNTRY TODAY, WHO NO
LONGER UNDERSTAND THAT FACT.

From Area One

Happy Easter to all Legion Family members. |
hope that you were able to celebrate it with
your families and friends. Thanks to all members
for doing great things for the Legion. The recent
training event in Leroy went very well. However,
it seemed to be missing something. Yes, it was
missing many Post Commanders, Post Adju-
tants, and other post leaders. Things are chang-
ing within the Legion and it is important to
attend the training events to stay current with
these changes. It is a great time to learn new
things, get updates, and talk with other Legion
members and leaders. The 1% District Conven-
tion will be held in Austin, MN on May 18, 2024.
It is a busy world; however, we seem to be able
to find time to do other things. Please consider
attending the convention as ELECTIONS are on
tap. As a member of this great organization, you
have one voice and one vote, so please attend
and let your voice be heard. We continue to lag
in membership. Help with your post member-
ship by encouraging members to sign up for an-
other year and be on the lookout for the next
new member. YOU and the MEMBERSHIP are
the life’s blood of your Post and the Legion.
Please remember that YOU can BE THE ONE!

Robert Schmidt
Vice Commander
Area One

11



VETERANS
DAY ON THE
HILL 2024

WHEN:
APRIL 17TH, 2024

DAV of MN Presents:
Free Veterans and Supporters Lunch

Doors Open@ 10:00AM FOR COFFEE
LUNCH@ 11:30AM

{Onc Block [rom Capitol at 600 Cedar Street. St Paul)

Weterans March to the Rally @ t00pm

(Short Walk from Armory to State Veterans Service Building
20 West |2th St, St. Paul )

CTF, UVLC, and MACYSO Present:
Rally in the Rotunda 1:15-2: ollnm

ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT-
TRENT@DAV NMN.ORG:

NO MEMBERSHIP IN
ANY ORGANIZATION
REQUIRED.

ALL SUPPORTERS ARE
WELCOME!

Topics Include:
PASSSING A CLEAN
VETERANS OMNIBUS
BILL

INCREASING THE
AMOUNT OF THE PROP
TAX VALUE EXCLUSION
NEW THIS YEAR!!
A MINIBUS RUNNING
FROM THE ARMORY TO
THE HOUSE AND
SENATE OFFICE
BUILDINGS 10-1130.
MAKE YOUR
APPOINTMENTS TO SEE
YOUR LAWMAKERS!

Y4
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LEGION

BREAKING: 3-year American Legion member-

ships now available, even if you already renewed
for 2024!

LEGION

Multi-Year Membership is Now Available!

ST. PAUL — The multi-year membership is now live on the national website for our members who
have paid and are current in their 2024 membership dues.

This means those members who paid their 2024 dues prior to 4 December 2023 are now eligible
to purchase a multi-year membership at today's dues rate. When a multi-year membership is pur-

chased, your membership will be paid up for the next three years — the 2025-2026-2027 mem-
bership years.

RENEW FOR MULTIPLE YEARS TODAY BEFORE DUES GO UP THIS SUMMER

The multi-year membership can only be purchased on the national website or through an active
MyLegion.org account.

Please be patient as the site maybe slow due to high traffic because our members are taking ad-
vantage of this opportunity to save. We anticipate this program is going to be extremely popular
due to the annual membership dues increase effective 1 July 2024.

For our members who are still to renew their 2024 dues, the opportunity to purchase a multi-year

membership is still available and has not changed. Please spread the word to all our members in
The American Legion Department of Minnesota.

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to us. Thanks

THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MINNESOTA ™



The American Legion, Dept of MN, First District 2024 Membership Report for March 27, 2024

15
Dist| Post Location New PUFL | Online | Trad | Paid |HQ Trans I\;II-:;?I:W Goal % of Goal THr;In \I/-? ;tt
2024 | 2024 | 2024 | 2024 | 2024 | 2024 2020 | 2024 s | this

1 9 Winona 8 32 0| 388 428 3 431 466 9249% 0 O
1 90 Lewiston 5 10 0 57 72 1 73 79| 9241% O 0O
190 St Charles 0 15 0 81 96 96 109 88.07% 0 O

596 600 91.74%
1 50 Wabasha 5 39 0 153 197 1 198 206/ 96.12% O O
1 110 Lake City 9 14 of 123 146 2 148 177| 83.62% O 0
1 179 Plainview 0 25 0 99 124 0 124) 145 85.52%| O 0
1| 546 Kellogg 0 7 0 46 53 0 53 57| 92.98% O 0
1| 573 Elgin 0 3 0 23 26 0 26 27| 9630% 0 O
1| 579 Millville 0 19 0 86| 105 0 105 105| 100.00% O 0O
1| 588 Mazeppa 2 8 0 51 61 1 62 65| 9538% O O

712 716 91.56%
1 92 Rochester 9 92 0| 526 627 4 631 705 89.50% 0 O
1| 119 Byron 0 18 0 79 97 0 97| 112 86.61% 0 O
1| 164 Stewartville 8 21 of 240, 269 1 270) 279| 96.77%| O 0
1 446 Rochester 2 2 0 9 13 0 13 12| 108.33%| O 0
1| 551 Eyota 2 23 o 147] 172 0 172| 187 91.98% O 0O
1 Area One 50 328 0| 2108 2486 13 2499 2731 91.50% 0 O
1 295 West Concord 2 6 0 30 38 0 38 41) 92.68% O 0
1| 330 Hayfield 2 16 o 159 177 0 177| 174] 101.72%| O 0
1| 333 Kasson 6 31 o 180 217 1 218/ 249 8755% 0 O
1 384 Dodge Center 2 7 0 56 65 0 65 70| 92.86%| O 0
1 422 Claremont 2 3 0 22 27 0 27 30 90.00% O 0

524 525
52 Blooming Prairie 2 16 0 58 76 0 76 84 90.48% 0 O
1 77 Owatonna 2 51 o 279 332 1 333 372| 8952% O O

296 Ellendale 4 0 28 33 0 33 36| 91.67% O

441 442
1 75 New Richland 1 9 0 33 43 0 43 45| 9556% 0 O
1 228 Waseca 2 22 0 233 257 0 257| 276| 93.12%| © 0
1| 281 Janesville 0 5 0 69 74 0 74 86| 86.05% O 0
1| 587 Waldorf 0 0 0 19 19 0 19 200 95.00% 0 ©

393 393
Area Two 22 170 0| 1166] 1358 2 1360 1483] 91.71% O 0




1 1640 Lanesboro 5 13 0 83 101 0 101 106 95.28% O O
1| 68 Spring Valley 0 8 0 50 58 1 59 64| 9219% 0 O
1] 81 Harmony 0 1 0 20 21 1 22 23| 9565% 0 O
1] 94 Rushford 1 9 0 83 93 1 94 83| 106.82% O O
1 | 166 Preston 2 13 0 34 49 0 49 52| 9423% 0 O
1197 Chatfield 0 2 0 33 35 0 35 38| 92.11% O O
1]29 Mabel 3 29 o 101 133 0 133 145 91.72% 0 o0
1 |369 Wykoff 0 0 0 16 16 1 17 17| 100.00% 0 O
1 | 400 Canton 1 0 0 20 21 0 21 24 87.50% 0 O
1 |492 Fountain 0 0 0 9 9 0 9 11 81.82% 0 0
1 |526 Peterson 0 4 0 25 29 0 29 35| 82.86% O O
1 | 544 Ostrander 0 2 0 17 19 0 19 20f 95.00% O O
1 |637 Whalan 0 0 0 10 10 0 10 11) 9091% 0 O
594 598
1]191 Caledonia 0 13 0| 108 121 0 121 130 93.08% 0 O
1 ]249 Spring Grove 1 11 o 114 126 1 127| 133] 9549% 0 O
1 |423 Houston 0 9 0 86 95 0 95 98| 96.94% 0 0
1| 498 Hokah 0 1 0 18 19 0 19 22| 86.36% 0 O
1 |59 LaCrescent 0 41 o 177 218 0 218 239 91.21% 0 ©
579 580 93.25%
1 Area Three 13 156 0| 1004 1173 5 1178 1256| 93.79%| 0O 0
1] 56 Albert Lea 6 35 of 376 417 3 420, 455 92.31% O O
1| 264 Glenville 1 8 0 50 59 1 60 61 9836% 0 O
1 |266 Hartland 0 1 0 12 13 0 13 14) 92.86% 0 O
1 | 317 Emmons 0 3 0 38 41 0 41 46| 89.13%| 0 O
1 | 404 Alden 1 3 0 60 64 0 64 86| 74.42% O O
1 | 552 Freeborn 0 5 0 23 28 0 28 32| 87.50% 0 O
622 626 90.20%
1|91 Austin 4 47 o 317 368 0 368 396 92.93% 0 O
1] 105 Lyle 0 8 0 64 72 0 72 83| 86.75% O 0
1 | 140 | Grand Meadow 0 3 0 30 33 0 33 36| 91.67% 0 O
1 | 146 Adams 2 21 0 136 159 0 159| 153 103.92% 0 O
1 ]161 LeRoy 1 4 0 37 42 0 42 50 84.00% 0 O
1 |570 Austin Spam 0 0 0 10 10 0 10 12| 8333% 0 0
684 684
Area Four 15 138 0| 1153] 1306 4 1310| 1424| 91.99%| 0 0
11111 Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 of 000% 0 o©
1 District Totals 100 792 0| 5431] 6323 24 6347| 6894 92.07% 0 0
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Auxiliary Contacts

President

Michelle Weaver

1305 Willow St Apt 39
La Crescent, MN 55947
608-304-8773

weaver.michelle595@gmail.com

Secretary

Sharon Hammon

115 East Cabot St
LeRoy, MN 55951
507-923-7205
1stadjutant@gmail.com

Membership

Sharon Hammon
115 East Cabot St
LeRoy, MN 55951
507-923-7205

1stadjutant@gmail.com

Treasurer

Tonia Betterman

1625 Crestview Lane
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-456-2315

betttm88@outlook.com

DISTRICT AUXILIARY NEWS

FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK

Hello 1% District.
Hope you all had a wonderful Easter.

| want to thank the LeRoy Legion Family for hosting our District Jr. Conference on March
16™. We had a nice turnout, and our new District Honorary Junior President is Regan
McElroy.

A reminder that annual reports should be to the District Chairperson by April 15" to be
considered for certificates to be presented at the District Convention on May 18"

Thank you to all the Units that had sent their Per Capita payments to Treasurer Tonia. If
you have any questions, please reach out.

April is the Month of Military Child. In this country there are more than 16 million military
children. April is the month that is dedicated to them. April 15" is “Purple Up Day!” for
Military Kids. It is a day that we can really show our support by just wearing purple. Why
purple? Purple is a combination of all branches of military. Army-Green, Coast Guard-Blue,
Air Force-Blue, Marine-Red, and Navy-Blue,

Also remember to submit your nominations for Youth Hero and Good deed Award. This
can be done on the National website. Is there a youth in your community that has done
something this past year, something incredible that deserves recognition?

April, National Volunteer Month. In the US, National Volunteer Week this year is April 21°-
27™. It is an opportunity to thank, celebrate and honor your American Legion Family mem-
bers for their service to our organization and the community.

American Legion Family Day is April 27”’, 2024. Posts are encouraged to open their doors
to members of their community for the day to recognize and celebrate the accomplish-
ments of the American Legion Family.

1st District Convention will be held May18th, registration should be returned by April 30™.
Thank you to the Austin Post for hosting.

Thank you to the members that have contacted me to help at the convention. We are still
looking to fill officer position and chairperson for the 2024-2025 year.

Until next month enjoy the spring weather. Let us remember that our obligation to our
Country can be fulfilled only by the faithful performance of all duties of citizenship. Let
service to the community, state and nation be ever a main objective of the American Le-
gion Auxiliary and its members. Let us ever be watchful of our organization and ourselves,
that nothing shall swerve us from the path of Justice, Freedom, Loyalty, and Democracy.

Respectfully

Michelle Weaver

1st District Auxiliary President

608-304-8773 18



19 Auxiliay Call to Convention 2024

The annual First District Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Minnesota is hereby called. It is
to be held in Austin, Minnesota on Saturday May 18, 2024. The Auxiliary session will be held at the Mower County His-
torical building located at 1303 6™ Ave SW Austin, Minnesota.
The opening session will be called on May 18, 2024, at 9:30 am.
The purpose of the convention is to:

Elect District Officers for the 2024 — 2025 year

Receive reports of Unit Presidents

Receive reports of District Chairman’s

Elect delegates and alternates to the National Convention

Conduct such other business as may be brought before the Convention in conformity with the

provisions of the Department and National Constitutions.

District Chairmen

All District Chairmen must file/type a report for the District Book of Annual Reports, which will be distributed at the
Convention. Reports should include information from the Unit annual reports forwarded to each respective Chairman
by the Department office shortly after April 15 and any pertinent information regarding District projects or activities in
your program area. Reports should be forwarded to the First District President No later than April 15, 2014. If possi-
ble, reports should be typewritten and ready to print.

District Chairmen are also responsible to judge the Annual Reports in their respective program area for trophies,
awards and certificates of merit according to the District Standing Rules. They should notify the District President of
winners of Certificates of merit prior to the opening of the Convention so that the certificates can be properly pre-
pared, signed and awarded at the Convention.

Unit Color Bearers

Units are encouraged to bring their flags to the Convention to be presented as part of the opening ceremonies, posted
during the Auxiliary sessions, and retired at the close of the convention. Auxiliary members who are carrying in their
flags at the District Convention are asked to meet at the session meeting room at 8:00 am on Saturday, May 18, 2024,
to rehearse.

Pages and Color Bearers

Pages and color bearers are expected to wear white blouses, navy blue skirts or slacks, and comfortable shoes. No
jewelry except rings, watches and small earrings should be worn while acting as a page or color bearer.
Unit Presidents

All Unit Presidents are asked to take part in the Opening Ceremonies at the District Convention regardless of whether
or not their Unit Colors will be present. Please be at the session meeting room at 8:00 am to rehearse.

All Unit Presidents are expected to prepare a two minute report about unit activities throughout this past year.
Reports may include summaries of Unit activities or specific activities unique to the Unit that may provide ideas for
other Units. Presidents will present their report during the convention sessions and submit a written copy of that re-
port to the District Secretary upon completion of their presentation. Unit Presidents who are unable to attend the
convention may prepare a report to be read by another unit member or may forward a written report to the District
Secretary prior to the Convention.

County Council Presidents

County Council Presidents are expected to be prepared to report on their county’s activities, what their county does
to keep their council active, and ideas that may help other counties start a council. 19



%FORMATION ON “BE THE
ONE MISSION”

We know ALA members are playing a big role in supporting the Be the One mission. However,
tying the phrase into a theme is diminishing the power of the words Be the One. We understand
the tradition of having themes and we are not pointing fingers, punishing anyone, or assigning
blame. However, our members may want to step back from using Be the One as a theme.
Remember: This serious topic is not just an ALA focus, but an American Legion Family mission.

Be the One is about suicide prevention and awareness.

It originated as be the one to save one. It’s estimated that between 17 and 22 veterans
or servicemembers take their own lives each day.

It's not a catchphrase. It's not a campaign. The American Legion is now calling ita
mission.

It's a mission to destigmatize asking for mental health support, provide peer-to-peer
support and resources, and educate everyone on how they can Be the One.

The American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The American Legion joined The American
Legion to promote the Be the One mission. So, ALA members should follow the
guidelines from The American Legion. Go to BetheOne.org to learn more.

The words “Be the One” should not be use as part of a lighthearted theme, to invite
someone to a meeting, or to pay their dues. Uses other than suicide
prevention/awareness diminish its power.

Use of “Be the One” should be reserved for topics related to suicide prevention and
awareness.

The No. 1 issue facing the veteran community is suicide.

The approved logos for Be the One are subject to the same usage rules as The American
Legion brandmark.

Think of Be the One as a standalone phrase such as “Just Do It” and “Got Milk”.

How can you Be the One?

.- & & & &

Ask veterans in your life how they are doing.

Listen when a veteran needs to talk.

Reach out when you think a veteran might be struggling.

Increase awareness about the veteran and military suicide epidemic.
Have a list of resources in your area for veterans who may be struggling.
Spread the word about the Veterans Crisis Line at 988.
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