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Legion Contacts
Commander

Brian Medinnus

1813 3rd Ave NE
Austin, MN 55912
507-219-7188
minnkid58@gmail.com

Adjutant

Membership
Mary Hanson

1701 4th AVE SW
Austin, MN 55912
507—440— 3606

mthanson52@charter.net

Chaplain
Richard Skillestad

219 6th St SW
55934

Eyota, MN

VICE—COMMANDER INFORMATION

Area One - Mark Maloney
845 54th Ave AptE

Winona, MN 55987—1584
507-513-1582

markmaloney1962@gmail.com

Area Two -

Area Three - Sy Fix
1930 County 3
Brownsville, MN 55919
507-313-3376
papafixone@gmail.com

Area Four - Mary Hanson
1701 4th AVE SW
Austin, MN 55912
507- 440 - 3606

mthanson52@charter.net

507-545-2885 or 507-250-5329

richardh33@embargmail.com

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE

Kasson Post 333 has extra medical equipment, including
hospital beds with mattresses, wheelchairs (regular and
electric), motorized scooters, and more. For details,

contact Richard Denny at 507-259-2081.

04 Yalarans

o040 CrisisLine
DIAL 988 fhen PRESS 0

IMPORTANT DATES

October 13: The U.S.
Navy Birthday. The
Continental Congress
established what is
now the U.S. Navy on
this day in 1775.

October 24 — 25: MIN
Department Fall
conference in St.
Cloud, MN

October 26: The
National Day of the
Deployed. This day is

set aside to honor and

support service
members who are
deployed overseas.

October 27: Navy Day.

Originally established

to celebrate the Navy's

importance.

New number, same support,

| Dial 988 then Press 1.






FROM THE DESK OF THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDER

Good morning!
I just want to bring you up to date on some things happening in the Department. Don't keep this news to yourself,
share it with the posts!

I know some of you have already received this from the Department Membership Director, but as of September 22
we are still sitting in 4th place Nationally for Membership. As of September 24th we are at 63.3% membership and
our retention rate is 61.81%. This means we have already made the October 15th cutoff and are close to the
November 13th cutoff of 65%. We always seem to hit a wall come January and our membership seems to slide
downward from there. We need to keep our momentum going all through the year. Open Houses, Revitalizing
posts that are struggling are some ways to help stop this slide.

National has some great training opportunities! See attached for more information and spread the word!

Minnesota Legion College will be April 23-26 at Camp Ripley, register now to ensure you have a seat, we are already
getting students registered and the maximum number of students is 24, don't miss your opportunity to gain
valuable information.

Have you registered for the Fall Conference yet? I would like to see as many posts as possible at the Conference.
This is a learning Conference, we have several classes lined up which are designed to help both Posts and Districts,
this is also where we honor our Outstanding Military members. Also we will be having a joint service project with
the Auxiliary and SAL. Please see attached flyer and help make this project a success.

Pear] Harbor Rally will be December 6th in Buffalo. You can register by going to https://mnlegion.org/pearl-
harbor-rally/. We will be having presentations on the Americanism and National Security Pillars!

Do you get the Legionnaire via Mail of Email? Do you get more than one copy mailed to your home? Mailing costs
keep going up and it is getting more and more expensive to send out the Legionnaire. We have gone from a
monthly Legionnaire to once every six weeks. Tim is working on some ideas to help, but if you would like to help
defray the cost of mailing the Legionnaire, please send a donation to the Department Office, make checks out to
The Legionnaire.

As always, please remember my project for this year, Fund 85 and also Tables and Benches at the new Military and
Veterans Museum at Camp Ripley (checks need to be made out to Minnesota American Legion Foundation-in the
memo line Fund 82).

Enjoy the fall weather, winter will be here before we know it!

Better Together/Back to the Basics-The Four Pillars

Linda Dvorak
Dept Commander
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The American Legion, Dept of MN, First District 2026 Membership Report for September 24, 2025

Dist | Post Location ;‘ Oez‘: : (;JZFGL oz';h;;e ;;az: : 3;2 T:'-Iacnl'ls I\;Ir::rtna Ilar S (;)za ; z’o:\fl Tlr-la?\s I:t‘stth‘i,sr
2026 2026 2025 date
1 9 Winona 3 32 0| 300| 335 2 337 | 456 | 73.90% 0 0
1] 90 Lewiston 0 9 0 39 48 0 48 81| 59.26% 0 0
1 | 190 St Charles 0 13 0 51 64 0 64 85| 75.29% 0 0
447 449 72.19%
1 | 50 Wabasha 1 40 0 79 | 120 0 120 | 182 | 65.93% 0 0
1 | 110 Lake City 2 15 0 81 98 0 98 | 169 | 57.99% 0 0
1] 179 Plainview 2 23 0 55 80 0 80| 135| 59.26% 0 0
1 | 546 Kellogg 0 6 0 23 29 0 29 50 | 58.00% 0 0
1 | 573 Elgin 0 3 0 1 4 0 4 28 | 14.29% 0 0
1 | 579 Millville 0 17 0 54 71 0 71| 104 | 68.27% 0 0
1 | 588 Mazeppa 0 8 0 26 34 0 34 63 | 53.97% 0 0
436 436 59.64%
1 92 Rochester 4 82 0| 445 531 4 535 | 681 | 78.56% 0 0
1 | 119 Byron 0 13 0 67 80 0 80| 127 | 62.99% 0 0
1 | 1le4 Stewartville 5 20 0| 147| 172 1 173 | 259 | 66.80% 0 0
1 | 446 Rochester 0 2 0 0 2 0 2 6| 33.33% 0 0
1 | 551 Eyota 1 23 0 87| 111 0 111 | 173 | 64.16% 0 0

‘ ‘ 896 901 72.31%




1 295 West Concord 0 6
1 330 Hayfield 2 12
1 333 Kasson 2 29
1 384 Dodge Center 1 8
1 422 Claremont 0 3
1 52 Blooming Prairie 0 16
1 77 Owatonna 0 51

296 Ellendale 0 5
1 75 New Richland 0 8
1 228 Waseca 1 20
1 281 Janesville 0 3
1 587 Waldorf 0 0
1 40 Lanesboro 0 12
1 68 Spring Valley 0 6
1 81 Harmony 0 0
1 94 Rushford 1 9
1 166 Preston 1 15
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Chatfield

Mabel
Wykoff
Canton

Fountain
Peterson
Ostrander
Whalan

Caledonia
Spring Grove
Houston
Hokah
LaCrescent

Albert Lea

Glenville

Hartland

Emmons

Alden

Freeborn

197

299
369
400
492
526
544
637

56

264

266

317

404

552




Austin

0
1 | 105 Lyle 0 8 0 4
1 140 Grand Meadow 0 4 0 10
1 146 Adams 0 17 0 65
1 161 LeRoy 0 4 0 22
1 Austin Spam 0 0

Vice Commanders

Area One 18 306 0 1455
Area Two 6 161 0 743
Area Three 5 144 0 558
Area Four 8 127 0 591
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CHAPLAIN ADVICE FOR OCTOBER

October Reflections: A Season of Gratitude and Remembrance

As the leaves turn and the air grows crisp, October invites us into a season of reflection.
It’s a time to honor the rhythms of change—both in nature and in our lives—and to
recommit ourselves to the values that unite us as members of the American Legion
Family: service, sacrifice, and spiritual strength.

This month, we celebrate the legacy of our veterans and the enduring mission of the
American Legion. We also recognize the importance of spiritual care in our communities.
Whether through prayer, presence, or quiet acts of kindness, chaplains play a vital role in
nurturing hope and healing. Let us continue to be a source of comfort to those who
grieve, encouragement to those who serve, and light to those who feel forgotten.

October also brings us closer to Veterans Day preparations. As we plan ceremonies and
outreach, may we remember that honoring our veterans is not just a public gesture—it is
a sacred duty. Let our prayers be filled with gratitude for their courage and our actions
reflect the values they fought to protect.

In this season of harvest, let us gather not only food and fellowship, but also stories,
memories, and moments of grace. Reach out to a fellow member, check in on a
neighbor, and offer a prayer for those facing hardship. Our spiritual strength lies in our
unity and compassion.

As we close this month’s reflection, please keep Past District President Sharon Hammon
and Past District Commander Mark Maloney in your prayers. May they feel the comfort
of our collective support and the peace that comes from knowing they are held in love.

Richard Skillestad
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