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Members of the 1st District American Legion Family....  

After a great deal of consideration...I have. decided that after the oc-

currence of certain things, it is time to publish the following State-

ment:  

As per discussion with Department personnel, I have found out the 

District Commander has the final word about what articles are print-

ed in the District Newsletter.  

If an article does not meet the Standards of the District- it will not be 

published.... period!  

Newsletter Submission Reminder 
All articles must be submitted by the 26th of each month. Any submissions re-
ceived after that date—without prior communication to Michelle regarding the de-
lay—will not be included in that month’s newsletter. Newsletter items should be 
emailed to bigredonenewsletter@gmail.com. 

Please note: There will not be a July newsletter. Per the District Legion Bylaws, 
the District publishes 11 newsletters per year, August through June. 

Thank you for helping us keep our District communications timely and organized. 

– The 1st District Leadership 

The opinions and viewpoints expressed in this newsletter are solely those 

of the individual authors. They do not necessarily reflect the official posi-

tions of the 1st District American Legion Family, the Department of Min-

nesota American Legion Family, or the National American Legion Fami-

ly. Inclusion of any article, announcement, or advertisement does not 

constitute endorsement  
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IMPORTANT DATES 

May 1–31 — National Poppy Month 

A month‑long emphasis on Poppy education, distribution, and remem-

brance. 

May 2, 2026 — First District SAL & Riders Convention 

May 8 — VE Day (Victory in Europe Day) 

Commemorates the end of WWII in Europe. 

May 10 — Mother’s Day 

Honoring mothers and all who support military families. 

May 16 — Armed Forces Day 

Recognizing the men and women currently serving in all branches of the 

U.S. Armed Forces. 

May 16, 2026 — First District Convention 

Awards presented during the Convention.  

May 23–27 — National Poppy Days (American Legion Family) 

Encourage community engagement and visibility for the Poppy Program. 

May 27 — Memorial Day 

A day of remembrance for those who gave their lives in service to our 

nation. Posts and Units often hold ceremonies, honor guards, or commu-

nity observances. 
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                                           FROM YOUR COMMANDER DESK    
 
 

Good afternoon 1st District Family.  

Convention time is here. The Riders and SAL Convention in May 2nd in Lake 

City.  

The Legion and Auxiliary are May 15th and 16th also in Lake City.  

Please attend these events to learn what is going on in the District. The best way 

to know what is going on in the District is to hear it firsthand. 

I want to thank my Officers and Committee Chairmen for their support this year. 

This has been a trying year with many ups and downs. We have given our best 

and that is all the Commander can ask for. 

A big thank you from myself and my family for the support and well wishes we 

have received during our hours of need this year. Losing two sisters to illness and 

a third in Hospice has taken a toll on me this year. I have had a lot of things that 

have taken up my time.... I appreciate all your prayers and support. 

Commander Brian  
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TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

 

 First District of the 
Department of Minnesota of The American Legion 

Convention 2026 Pre-registration  

The First District of the Department of Minnesota of The American Legion will be held on 
May 16th at Wild Wings Plaza, 2101 South Hwy 61, Lake City, MN. Post 110, Lake City is 

our host this year. 
Legion Exec Board will meet Friday May 15th. 

Legion & Auxiliary will meet Saturday May 16th. 
SAL and Riders will meet Saturday May 2nd at Lake Pepin Plaza 

 
Registration Information: Due No Later than: May 6th, 2026 
Mail to: American Legion Post 110 

Convention Registration 
PO Box 23 
Lake City, MN 55041 
 

Attendee: 1 person per form. If you are a dual + member, only register once. This form will 
register SAL and Rider members for their Conventions as well. 
 Attendee Type: ☐Delegate ☐Alternate ☐Guest 

Membership Type: ☐Legion ☐Auxiliary ☐SAL  ☐Rider  

Post/Unit/Chapter#: _____  _____  _____  _____  

Name:        Phone: (       ) -  

 Full Address:            
**Bring your membership card – all must be shown for admittance. 
 
Costs: 

Registration  ☐$15.00 in advance | $20.00 at the door 
Lunch                              ☐$15.00                         |            $15.00 
Total Cost       $30.00 in advance | $35.00 

Check_________ 
While we need one form per person, one check per family is fine IF all registrations 

arrive in the same envelope. Include the check # on all forms. 
 

Mail the above with monies to register. Keep this part for hotel information. 
 

12 rooms are blocked (code LEGION) for Friday night, May 15th, at 
AmericINN 

1615 N Lakeshore Drive 
Lake City, MN 55041 

(651) 345-5611 
Rooms are $ 110.00  / per night plus tax. 
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   CHAPLAIN’S CORNER – MAY 2026 

 

May is a month of deep meaning for our Legion Family. It brings us two obser-

vances that touch the heart in different but powerful ways: Mother’s Day and 

Memorial Day. 

 

Mother’s Day reminds us of the women who shaped our lives with love, guid-

ance, and strength. Many of our veterans were raised by mothers who prayed 

through deployments, carried the weight of uncertainty, and welcomed their 

sons and daughters home with open arms. Many mothers among us have also 

known the sacrifice of sending a child into service. This month, we honor them 

with gratitude. 

 

Memorial Day calls us to pause and remember the men and women who gave 

their lives in defense of our nation. Their sacrifice is woven into the freedoms 

we enjoy today. As we gather for ceremonies, place flags on graves, and stand 

in quiet reflection, may we remember that each name represents a life of cour-

age, service, and devotion. 

 

Let us also hold close the families who carry the memory of their loved ones 

every day. Their strength is a testament to the enduring spirit of service. 

 

May this month bring you peace, gratitude, and renewed purpose as we honor 

both the heroes who served and the families who supported them. 

 

— District Chaplain 
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MEDICAL   EQUIPMENT  AVAILIABLE                                          

Kasson Post 333 has a over supply of medical equipment which 

includes hospital beds with mattresses,  wheel chairs (both regu-

lar and electric), motorized scooters and much more. If interest-

ed please call Richard Denny at 507—259—2081 for more infor-

mation. 
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    Auxiliary  Contacts 

 

President 

Wanda Prescher 

4826  Tee Court SW 

Rochester, MN 55902 
507-254-0304 

w.prescher1951@gmail.c
om 

 

Secretary  

Lesley Heimer 

71365   160th St 

Taopi, MN    55977 

612-756-1649 

les-
leyheimer@hotmail.com 

 

 Treasurer  

Tonia Betterman 

1625 Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

507-456-2315 

betttm88@outlook.com 

       F IRST  DISTRICT  AUXILIARY NEWS                                                                    

                                                         

  Thank you to the 18 units who got their annual reports in by April 20th.  Very 
disappointing to only receive 13 Units Year-End Impact Numbers Report.  The 
year end impact report is what is taken to Congress along with the American Le-
gion numbers when fighting for veteran’s issues/rights that they want to see 
funded or changed by Congress. We all contribute somehow to these numbers! 
We need to start reporting them. Please try to start doing tis when we start our 
new year in September. 

The Department Junior Convention was held in Stewartville with Friday Fun 
Night on Friday April 10th and Convention on Saturday April 11th. Those in at-
tendance had a good time. Total attendance  24  Juniors and 21 Seniors.  1st Dis-
trict attendance 4 Juniors-Stewartville and 1 Junior-La Cresent. I had hoped to 
see more of our juniors when we show 160 Juniors in the district.  

Stewartville Juniors Poppy and Daisy Welter took 1st and 2nd in their class for 
Poppy Memorial Wreath, Poppy Corsage, Poppy Table Display!  Well done!  
Thank you to Myrna Welter for organizing the convention on behalf of the 1st 
District. 

Our District Convention is being held on May 16th in Lake City Unit 110 at Wild 
Wings.               Registration starts at 8am.  Meeting will start at 9am.  I look for-
ward to seeing some new faces at Convention!  I realize we are all busy, but we 
really need your attendance. There is so much you can learn from one another to 
take back to you units.                                                                                              
We have 3200 members and we get under 20. There are few of us who would 
like to retire! We would love to see new blood and thoughts to help our District 
keep moving forward.  Please consider attending and possibly get involved.  The 
time commitment is not that time consuming.  

All trophies need to be brought to convention if your unit has from last year! 
Please remember to bring or make sure they get there. Maybe someone from 
your post can bring if needed. 

I want to thank Mabel for the invite to their Birthday celebration.  I am happy to 
visit any unit and talk to members.   

Thank you to Nancy Lewison and all the volunteers that made the April North 
Star Honor Flight another success for our area veterans.  Everyone should be 
proud in however way you helped to make this happen for a 4th trip!. 

Remember National Poppy Day, Friday, May 22nd!  Try to get your local mayor 
to do a Poppy Proclamation Day!  Everyone works hard on the distribution of 
poppies and how that money is spent helping our veterans and our auxiliary vet-
eran’s programs. 

Hopefully everyone is working together as the American Legion Family to plan 
on celebrating our nations 250th Anniversary!  

Remember to wear a Poppy during this month!  Hope everyone has a wonderful 
Memorial Day however you spend it with family and friends. 

 

Wanda Prescher 

President  
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