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   Legion Contacts  

Commander 

Brian Medinnus 

1813  3rd  Ave  NE 

Austin, MN  55912 

507-219-7188 

minnkid58@gmail.com 

 

Adjutant 
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рлт-сфс-нтлт 

мǎǘŀŘƧǳǘŀƴǘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 

Membership 

Mary Hanson 

1701  4th  AVE  SW 

Austin, MN  55912 

507ð440ð 3606 

mfhanson52@charter.net 

 

Chaplain 

Richard Skillestad 

219  6th St SW   Eyota, MN  55934 

507-545-2885 or 507-250-5329 
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!ǊŜŀ hƴŜ   -  Mark Maloney 
                       845   54th Ave  Apt E 

                     Winona, MN  55987ð1584 

                      507-513-1582 

                      markmaloney1962@gmail.com 
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Area  Four   -  Mary Hanson 

                              1701  4th  AVE  SW 

                              Austin, MN  55912 

                               507- 440 - 3606 

                              mfhanson52@charter.net 
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January 1 ï New Yearôs 

Day 

January 1 ï Baseball & 

Softball Registration Opens 

January 6 ï Epiphany 

January 15 ï Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. Day (National 

Day of Service) 

January 24 ï First District 

Mid Winter Rally 

Å Stewartville Post 164 

Å Executive Board Meet-

ing: 8:30ï9:30 AM 

Å General Session: 10:00 

AM 

January 24 ï District Ora-

torical Contest 

Å Stewartville Post 164 

Å Immediately following 

the General Session 

January 27 ï International 

Holocaust Remembrance 

Day 

Ongoing Reminders 

Å CPR & CSR forms avail-

able online 

Å Encourage Posts to sub-

mit community service ac-

tivities 

Å Continue ñBe the Oneò 

outreach and veteran 

check ins 

Å Contact members who 

have not renewed 
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Happy Holidays from my family to yours!!!! 

I am putting together my team for 2026-2027... 

As of this writing ... These are the Elected positions that I am looking to fill: 

4 Vice Commanders 

Chaplin 

Possibly Sgt at Arms 

Committee Chairman openings: 

Blood 

Children and Youth 

Softball 

Jr Shooting Sports 

Finance..2 openings 

Legislative 

Boys State 

National Security Foreign Relations (Possibly) 

I will be very direct....we need younger members to fill these positions.  We can't be asking the same people 

to continue to fill positions when there others who are eligible to do so. 

No experience required... 

We are still finding our footing. Nothing has been easy or simple. But we soldier on. Each day a new learning 

experience . 

Mid Winter is in Stewartville on Jan 24th...note the changes in Meeting Times...The Legion E Board starts at 

8 15 am....the General session starts at 9 30 am..... 

Commander Brian.... 



о  

 о 

            Lathw¢!b¢ LbCh 

The district needs your help. We need young-

er members to step up and accept an officer 

position before all the experience to help 

mentor them is gone.. Call Jim  Kellogg for 

more information at 507-438-1123 

Cwha ¸h¦w a9a.9w{ILt 5Lw9/¢hw  
           Hi Legionnaires, 
Hi Legionnaires, 

 The 1st District has fallen to 2nd place in the Department 

for membership. But, only by 0.03%.  The 6th District is 

right behind us out by 0.31%. The race is really on. Please 

get out your rosters and start calling the delinquent mem-

bers today.  

Membership for 2025 ends on 12-31-2025. Going into 

2026 there is a short window for grace. Help your mem-

bers keep their years and eligibility for the Hospital Asso-

ciation. Once your are expired you have to wait three 

years to gain it back.  

Please plan to attend the 1st District Midwinter on Janu-

ary 24th at the Stewartville Post and January 31st the 1st 

and 3rd Get Together at the Fairbault Post. The entire Le-

gion family is invited. There will be a training session and 

time to discuss issues posts are having. Hopefully, other 

posts will have suggestions to keep you moving forward. 

 Wishing everyone a Happy New Year. 

 Thank you for your service to our Country and to the 

American Legion. 

 Mary Hanson 

1st District Membership Director 
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Yŀǎǎƻƴ tƻǎǘ ооо Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƻǾŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ 

ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴπ

ŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ōŜŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƳŀǧǊŜǎǎŜǎΣ  ǿƘŜŜƭ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ όōƻǘƘ 

ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎύΣ ƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ 

ǎŎƻƻǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ LŦ ƛƴǘŜǊπ

ŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5Ŝƴƴȅ ŀǘ 

рлтτнрфτнлум ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊπ

ƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

Reminder all submissions to the news-

letter need to be in by the 26th of the 

month. Please email them to bi-

gredonenewsletter@gmail.com  
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Legionnaires, 

  

I have attended a few more post visits in December. Looking forward to getting three more in. January depends on the weather. I 

always enjoy going back and seeing what the posts have accomplished since I was there a few years ago. 

We have two important dates coming up. On January 24th, the 1st District is holding its Midwinter Rally in Stewartville. I am sure 

there will be candidates for Department Offices coming and the Oratorical Contest is amazing to see. The candidates are so well-

spoken and knowledgeable, please come out and support them.  

On January 31st we will hold a joint rally with the 3rd District. Everyone is welcome to attend. There will be training and time to 

share ideas. After lunch there will be minnow races and other games. It should be a fun time. More information will be coming 

soon.  

  

Mary Hanson 

Area 4 Vice Commander 

мǎǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ !ǊŜŀ п 
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Whatôs Happening? 

Locally, what is going on in your Post or in your area to help our brothers and sisters? Some things I know 

about and invite you to put on your calendars are: 

 Jan 1 Baseball / Softball Registration begins 

 Jan 24 Post 164 Stewartville Midwinter Conference 

 Jan 24 Post 164 Stewartville District Oratorical Contest 

 Mar 14 Post 550 Bloomington Dept Appreciation Rally 

 May 22 St Paul AL Night at St Paul Saint Baseball 

 Jul 9 ï 11 Post 167 Willmar 107Th Department Convention 

 Oct 22 ï 24 St Cloud Dept Fall Conference 

I am working on a Post / District / Department calendar. We cannot support each other if we do not know 

what is happening. I cannot share things if I do not know about them. Please forward to me at adjutantmn-

mightyfirst@gmail.com the event name, date(s), sponsoring post and if there is a website, include that. 

Websites to visit frequently and why é. 

The American Legion Portal mylegion.org Manage your membership and personal information. Find support 

information. See what is happening throughout the Legion. 

Dept of Minnesota mnlegion.org Keep up to date with Department of Minnesota activities. 

and actions The Minnesota Legionnaire legionnaire.org Magazine online, helps save printing costs by reading 

the journal here. Back editions and other information are also. 

available. 

Mighty 1st Facebook Public group for the Mighty 1st where information and 

encouragement for our District Legion members can be found. 
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   January Reflection 

As we step into a new year, January offers us a moment of quiet clarity ð a pause be-

tween what has been and what is yet to come. The holidays have passed, the decorations 

are being packed away, and the world settles into a slower winter rhythm. It is in this still-

ness that we find space for reflection, gratitude, and renewed purpose. 

For the American Legion Family, this month is more than a turning of the calendar. It is an 

opportunity to recommit ourselves to the values that bind us together: service, community, 

and unwavering support for our veterans and their families. The work we do is not season-

al ð it is steady, faithful, and deeply needed. 

A Season of Renewal 

January reminds us that every new beginning starts with intention. Whether it is reaching 

out to a fellow veteran, volunteering at your Post, or simply offering a listening ear, small 

acts of kindness ripple outward in powerful ways. Let us carry forward the spirit of com-

passion and connection into the year ahead. 

A Call to Check In 

Winter can be a difficult season for many. Shorter days, colder weather, and post holiday 

quiet can weigh heavily on the heart. I encourage each of you to check on someone this 

month ð a Post member you have not seen in a while, a neighbor, a friend, or a family 

member. A simple call or visit can be the light someone needs. 

Looking Ahead With Hope 

As we begin 2026, may we do so with gratitude for those who served before us, strength 

for the work ahead, and hope for the communities we continue to build together. May this 

year bring peace, purpose, and meaningful moments of connection to each of you. 

For God and Country, 

Richard Skillestad 

District Chaplain 
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North Star Honor Flight 

Since April, 2025 we have supported two missions to Washington DC.   There have been appr 

170 veterans able to take the 18-hour trip.  Yes, it is a long day for all!   

Our service area has grown to 15 counties in SE Minnesota and Northern Iowa.  We recently 

incorporated Goodhue County into our service area.    

With over 150 veteran applications, we are planning our third mission for late April, 2026.  

Funding is always the biggest challenge.  Also, when we plan a flight, we need the aircraft, a 

gate time at Arlington cemetery and 4 charter buses secured to proceed.  

Each veteran is accompanied by a guardian.  Most of the guardians are the veteranôs family 

member.  What a wonderful memory for those who can share this day together.  For those 

who do not have a family guardian, we have community guardians available to travel with the 

veteran. 

So many of our 1st District legion post families have been so very supportive of our hub.  We 

appreciate all that you have/can do to make this a success. 

If you are interested in hosting an event as a fundraiser, please let us know.  We are also avail-

able to attend a Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, ALR meeting.  Please reach out by visiting our web 

site at www.northstarhonorflight.org or calling 507-440-0003 

Nancy Lewison 

North Star Honor Flight 

 

http://www.northstarhonorflight.org
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       F IRST  DISTRI CT  AUXIL IARY NEWS                                                                    

Happy New Year to our American Legion Auxiliary and Family, 
 
Thank you to our units for helping with their donations to the Preston Veterans Home for Christmas, thru De-
partment Gift Shop donations or Units adopting a veteran. It was a great Christmas for the veterans! 
Thank you to the Glenville American Legion Family for hosting our District Christmas Party, it was well at-
tended and a great afternoon of visiting with our Legion Family. 
 
Our District American Legion Family Mid-Winter is Saturday, January 24th - 9:30-3:00 In Stewartville at Post 
164.  Registration $10 and Lunch $10.  Hope to see a great turnout from the Auxiliary! 
 
Auxiliary will be doing our Silent Auction with proceeds going to the Auxiliary Emergency Fund. Consider 
bringing something for the auction if you plan on attending!  Every little bit helps! 
 
Legion Oratorical Contest will be held at 1:00   If you have never had the opportunity to watch this, you will 
be amazed of the knowledge our young people know of our U.S. Constitution. 
   
A new Girls State Video and letter will be going out to the schools the week of January 11th. 
All units will receive the same info prior in a department email to help with recruiting. Please contact the 
schools and make sure they received them or you can send the info directly to your school contact. 
 
1st and 3rd Districts are having a combined Rally in Faribault, Saturday, January 31st. This is a great opportuni-
ty to share ideas and get new ideas to take back to our Units. 
                                                                                                                                 
Remember if you are a unit who needs to get their 990 statuses up to date, please get working on it!  If you 
have questions, please contact me. 
  
Thank you to those that have helped with membership as well as our Membership Chairman. Recruiting of 
new members is crucial to our Auxiliary along with renewals. We also need to be mentoring our newer and 
younger members. Try pairing them with helping a current chairman this year. A great way to get involved. 
 
I want to thank Adams for the invite back in November, I was remiss in doing this in the December newsletter. 
It was a great evening with members, thank you again! 
  
Thank you to those that have donated to the District Presidents Project for the Preston Veterans Home.   
 
Wishing everyone the very best for 2026!  Remember our veterans and those serving and their families. 
 
President Wanda 
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    Auxiliary  Contacts 

 

President 

Wanda Prescher 

4826  Tee Court SW 

Rochester, MN  55902 

507-254-0304 

w.prescher1951@gmail.co
m 

 

Secretary  

Lesley Heimer 

71365   160th St 

Taopi< MN    55977 

612-756-1649 

lesleyheimer@hotmail.com 

 

 Membership  

Karla (Sunshine) Maloney 

84554th Ave E 

Winona, MN  55987 

507 459 5962 

928 sunshine@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer  

Tonia Betterman 

1625 Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

507-456-2315 

betttm88@outlook.com 

Reminder all submissions to the newsletter need to 

be in by the 26th of the month. Please email them to 

bigredonenewsletter@gmail.com  

We will be having a silent auction for the Auxiliary 

Emergency Fund , please bring some items for it! 

Thank you Lynette Wolff, Auxiliary Emergency 

Fund Chairman  
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First District ALA Membership 
 
Hello First District ALA Members- 

Happy New Year!   Hereôs to a healthy & happy 2026! 

In the Northwest Division we are in 2nd place behind Nebraska.  At the Department level we are in 4th 

place at 78.17%. Great job First District Unit Membership Directors for getting memberships in. Thank 

you to all ALA members for renewing your membership & supporting our Veterans. 

First District Mid-Winter Rally is on Saturday, January 24 at the Stewartville American Legion.  Execu-

tive Board meetings for Legion & Auxiliary will be from 8:30-9:30. General session at 10am.  Registra-

tion is $10.   Please attend and bring your new members & turn in your membership renewals. 

If you need any help with membership, please let me know.  I am happy to help! 

  

~ SUNSHINE MILLER MALONEY ~ 

.Ŝ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ¸ƻǳ ²ƛǎƘ ǘƻ {ŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
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