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FIRST DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MN
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Legion Contacts Lathwe¢! b¢ 51 ¢9
Commander tL7¥/MPQhaa! b59w LbChwa! ¢l hb
JanuairNye wl We ar
Brian Medinnus I NEI -hwadk Mal oney Day
1813 3rd Av e NE 845 54t h Ave APd n EFairBaskeball £
Austin, MN 55912 Wi nonab5 98175 8 4 Softball Regi st
5071D188 505 1-B5 8 2 JanuairEpihany
. . . JanuaiMantti n Lu
minnki d58@gmail.com markmaloney1962@gtmﬁglr.cKc|1?Arr|1]g I D
I NBF -¢g2 Day of Service)
Adjutant Januaifi 2¢t Di s
2l eyS ! 1lYY2Y Mid Winter Ral/l
MMp 9l at /Fo2d {d ﬁ:tewa:FVi"Be P
. A P xecuti ve oar
[ Sw2é5s ab ppppm! NBIF ¢KBBEAE ] : D0 3 0
mcon /2dzyié o | NI _
prageT NT  NRGYAOALESS abiGNFB&)K,Ia)I Sessio

Madl Redzil yaX3yYlrAf ®02Y pramooTC
LJk LJI-UE2ySXEIYI-7\t]CaQ%\§i'|yigzt4rict
torical Contest

Area Four - Mary Hanson ASt ewartville P

1701 4t h AVE Alsmmedi ately fo
Austin, MN sgoglibe Gener al Ses

Me mber ship

Mary Hanson

1701 4t h AVE SWwW
Austin, MN 55912

504438606 Januaiflynté&drnat i
50974 4303 6 0 6 mfhanson52@charlt_|8;.Olg:éfj‘tuSt Re mem
mf hanson52@charter.nnet Day

Ongoing Reminde

Chapl ain ACPR & CSR form
_ _ ableonline
Richard Skillestad AEncour age Post
219 6th St SW Eyota, MN 55934 mit community s
507-5452885 or 507250-5329 tivities

ACont iBreudg hdte One
outreach and ve

check i ns

A :
aae nggrqns New number, same support. hCaOV”et ach Teer?]beewre
s00 CrisisLine
DIAL 988 ten PRESS ) | Dial 988 then Press 1
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pISTRICY

O

ONE

Cwh a h,w [/ haa! b59w 59{)Y

5

Happgli days from my family to yours! ! 1]
|l am putting togtOR&r . my team for 2026
As of this writing ... These are the Elected pos
4 Vice Commanders

Chaplin

Possibly Sgt at Ar ms

Commi ttee Chairman openings:

Bl ood

Children and Youth

Softball

Jr Shooting Sports

Finance. . 2 openings

Legislative

Boys State

Nati onal Security Foreign Relations (Possibly)
I wi || be very direct....we neMd cyamnudngededre merkh enrg:
to continue to fildl positions when there others

No experience required. ..

We are still finding our footing. Not hing has be
experience

Mi d Winter is in Stewartville on Jan 24th. . . not e
8 15 am....the Gener al session starts at 9 30 an

Commander Brian. . ..
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Hi Legionnaires, .
Hi Legionnaires, YFraazy t2au ooo Kla |

The 1st District has fallen%Tt oY?ZRn}‘dorpflascljedZAiL?]\Y%)vfhue
for membership. TBuwet ,6tohn Dy shiQf i BRPH[oK2aLA ULt 06SRa
right behind us out by 0.31¥ JNh&daSFaxe 4KSSteadKlI
get out your rosters and stNB3IAdzclaNIl liywR $thEOdNeN O
bers today. 430220 SNA | yR YdzOK Y21

Membership for322025. e6dsngn3&aedR LI SIFasS OFftf wAac(
2026 there is a short windopvmth @t MOFMEIGIEY 2 MB | Py ¥ DI
bers keep their years and e\}||6g2)bcbllty for the H
ciation Once you are expired you have to wait
years to gain it back.

Pl ease plan to attend the 1st District Midwinte
ary 24th at the Stewartville Post and January 3
and 3rd Get Together at the Fairbault Post. The
gion family is invited. There wil!/ be a trainin
time to discuss issues posts are having. Hopefu
posts wil/ have suggestions to keep you moving

Wi shing everyone a Happy NeLWa¥eh’:\\rN-¢! b ¢ LbCh

Thank you for your serviche tdo our Countrdy and t
American Legion. The istrict needs your

er members to step up ar

Mary Hanson position before all the

1st District Membership ™8 Ntekrt otrthem i s gone. . C¢
more i nfor ma3FBlon3 at 507

3

Remi nder al l submissions to th news -

| etter need to be|in by the 26th of the

mont h. Pl ease email them to bi -

gredonenewsl|l etter @gmai | com




The American Legion, Dept of MN, First District 2026 Membership Report for December 26, 2025

oA Loation New | PUFL | Online | Trad | Paid |HQTrans J:;?ll)r Goal b5 of Gl HQTrans | Lastyrat

006 | 206 | 2006 | 2006 | A0 | W06 || 206 2025 | thisdate
I Winona of 3 0 39| 40 6| 416 456 91.23% 0 0
1190 Lewiston 0 9 0f 45| 54 0 54 81| 66.67% 0 0
11190]  StCharles 0f B of 6 7 0f 76| 8| 8941% 0 0
1 Winona County of s o 4 S0 6|  S46| 622 87.78% 0 0
150 |  Wabasha 3 & 0 16| 159 of 159 182 87.36% 0 0
110 LakeCity 5§ 16 0 122 143 1| 144 169 85.1% 0 0
1179 Plainview 4 B 0f 81 108 0f  108| 135 80.00% 0 0
1| 546 Kellogg of 6 0 3% & 0f 4| 50| 8400% 0 0
INIE Elgin 0 3 of 19 2 0 2| 8 785%% 0 0
1579 Milille | 0f 8] % 0 98| 104 94.23% 0 0
11588  Mazeppa 0 8 0 4 R 0 52| 63| 8254% 0 0
1 Wabsha County Bl 13 0 498 64 1| 65| 73| 85.50% 0 0
19|  Rochester s; 8 0 493 580 8| 588 681) 86.34% 0 0
119 Byron o B 0 M 9 1| 100 121] 78.74% 0 0
1| 164]  Stewartville 0 of 12 244 | M| 29| 9498% 0 0
1| 46|  Rochester of 2 o 6 8 0 8| 6 133.3%% 0 0
1551 Eyota | » 0| 120 144 0f 144 173 83.24% 0 0
1 Olmsted County 00 140 0 915 1075 11|  1086| 1246| 87.16% 0 0
1 Area One R 30 0| 1890 2239 18| 257| 2599 86.84% 0 0
1]2%5 | WestConcord of 6 0 25 & of 3 3 8611% 0 0
1330  Hayfied 6| 1 0f 144 16 of 182 179 9050% 0 0
1]333]  Kasson o n 0 4 11 of 19 28 7851% 0 0




384 | Dodge Center 1 8 0 33 & 1 Bl 63 68.25% 0 0
422 Claremont 0 3 o0 2 5 0 25| 28 89.29% 0 0
Dodge County 9 %8 0| 371 439 1| 40| 534 82.40% 0 0

52 | Blooming Prairie of 16 of 4 59 1 go| 76| 78.95% 0 0
77| Owatonna 4 51 o 219 274 o 28| 34| 8129% 0 0
29|  Ellendale 0 5 of 34 3 0 9| 45| 86.67% 0 0
Steel County R 0f 29| 37 5| 377| 463] 8LA3% 0 0

75 | NewHRichland 0 8 00 | 3 0 31| 40| 77.50% 0 0
228 Waseca 2l 2 0 188 210 of  210] 244] 86.07% 0 0
281 Janesville 1 3 0f 55 59 0 59| 66| 89.39% 0 0
587 Waldorf 0 0 o 9 9 0 9| 18] 50.00% 0 0
Waseca County B 0f 275 309 0| 309 368 8397% 0 0
AreaTwo 16| 161 0f 943 1120 6| 1126 1365 82.49% 0 0

40 | Laneshoro | n of 78 91 0 9l 97| 9381% 0 0
68 |  Spring Valley 0 6 of 4 4 0 19 58| 84.48% 0 0
81 Harmony 0 0 of 18 18 0 18] 20| 90.00% 0 0
94 Rushford 1 9 o 6 79 0 79 99 79.80% 0 0
166 Preston | of 5| 4 0 a| 41| 81.3% 0 0
197|  Chatfield 0 1 of 3 3 0 35| 35| 100.00% 0 0
299 Mabel 2 2 of 97 15 0f 125 131 95.42% 0 0
369 Wykoff 0 0 of BB B 0 13| 16| 81.25% 0 0
400 Canton 1 0 o 18 19 0 19 21| 9048% 0 0
492 Fountain 0 0 of 7 7 0 71 9 7178% 0 0
526 Peterson 0 4 of 24 28 0 28] 3| 87.50% 0 0
544 | Ostrander 0 2 of 14 16 0 | 19 84.21% 0 0
637 Whalan 0 0 of 6 6 0 6 10] 60.00% 0 0




Fillmore County LR 0| M6 527 0| 527| 59| 88.72% 0 0
1911 Caledonia 8 10 0| 8| 104 0| 104 110] 94.55% 0 0
249 | Spring Grove 0 10 0f 9% 102 0 102 128 79.69% 0 0
423 Houston 2 9 0f 74 8 0 85| 94 9043% 0 0
498 Hokah I 1 of 15 1 0 17  20] 85.00% 0 0
59|  LaCrescent of 39 0| 12| 1 | 172  202| 85.15% 0 0

Houston County 1 69 0| 399 479 1 480] 554| 86.64% 0 0

Area Three 7] 1w 0 845 1006 1|  1007] 1148 87.72% 0 0
56 Albert Lea 5 34 0] 300] 339 3| 34| 418 8182% 0 0
264 Glenville 3 9 00 58 70 0 70| 66| 106.06% 0 0
266 Hartland 0 1 0| 12/NNE 0 13| 14 9286% 0 0
30 Emmons 0 2 0 B 3 0 3| 40| 87.50% 0 0
404 Alden 1 3 0 & & 1 48 70| 68.57% 0 0
552 | Freeborn 0 5 0 2uf % 0 260 28 92.86% 0 0

Freeborn County 9 54 0| 467| 53 4 53| 636 83.96% 0 0
91 Austin 3| M 0| 223 267 1 268 352 76.14% 0 0
105 Lyle 0 8 0| 48 56 0 56| 71| 78.87% 0 0
140 | Grand Meadow 0 4 0] 18/ 0 2| 31| 7097% 0 0
146 Adams | Y 0 85| 105 0| 105 137] 76.64% 0 0
161 LeRoy 0 4 0 2 33 0 B 45 73.33% 0 0
570 | Austin Spam 1 0 o 9 10 0 0] 1 83.33% 0 0

Mower County J R 0| 412] 493 1| 494 648 76.23% 0 0

Area Four 16| 128 0 81 1013 5 1028 1284 80.06% 0 0
1111 Dakota 0 0 of 0 0 0 0| 0 0.00% 0 0

District Totals 9| 740 0] 4557| 5388 30|  5418| 639%| 84.71% 0 0




Vice Commanders

Area One £ | 30 1890 | 2239 | 18 | 2257 | 2599 | 86.84%
AreaTwo 16 | 161 943 | 1420 | 6 1126 | 1365 | 8249%
Area Three 17 | 144 845 | 1006 | 1 | 1007 | 1148 | 87.72%
Area Four 16 | 128 879 | 103 | 5 | 1028 | 1284 | 80.06%

The American Legion Department of Minnesota 2026 12-26-2025 District Membership Report

Dist | Rank

1| 2nd | BrianMedinnus | g1 | 740 4557 | 5388 | 30 | 5418 | 6396 | 84.71%
2| Ist| TomBehrends | 74 | 515 3725 | 4314 | 11 | 4325 | 5104 | 84.74%
3| 4th|  Amylarsen | 144 | 1485 5098 | 7,627 | 69 | 7,69 | 9,251 8391%
4| 8h| JonHaworth | 25 | 46 1007 | 1278 | 3 | 1281 | 1,568 | 81.70%
5 |10th| LynNottage | 24 | 228 759 [ 1010 | 5 | 1016 | 1305 | 77.85%
6| 3rd| FrankGrittner | 147 | 1010 6412 | 7564 | 68 | 7,632 | 9,043 | 8440%
7| 5th| Peteflannery | 47 | 57 332 | 3851 | 4 | 3855 | 4,645 | 83.00%
8 | 9th | StevenBirkemeyer | 61 | 284 1933 | 278 | 14 | 2292 | 2857 | 80.22%
9 | 6th | Dennis Henkemeyer| 67 | 489 3394 | 3950 | 26 | 3976 | 4829 | 82.34%
10| 7th| BilGordon | 124 | 875 4578 | 5577 | 54 | 5631 | 6846 | 82.25%
% 7| 1% 1080 [ 1282 | 0 | 128 | 1751 | 73.22%
Totals 806 | 6638 36,676] 44,120 | 284 | 44,404 |53595| 82.84%
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Legionnaires,

I have attended a few more post visits in December. ILooki
al ways enjoy going back and seeing what the posts have ac
We have two i mportant dates coming up. On January 2dmé, t
there wild/l be candidates for Department Offices comi-hg an
spoken and knowledgeable, please come out and support the
On January 31st we wil!/| hold a joint rally with thenedrd D]
share ideas. After lunch there wil!/l be minnow races and o
soon.

Mary Hanson

Area 4 Vice Commander

atd S5AAGNAOG ' NBF n
AOS / 2YYlI YyRSNJ
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Wh @&t Happening?
Locally, what is going on in your Post or in you
about and invite you to put on your <calendars ar
1Jan 1 Baseball [/ Softball Registration begins
1Jan 24 Post 164 Stewartville Midwinter Conferen
1Jan 24 Post 164 Stewartville District Oratorica
7Mar 14 Post 550 Bl oomington Dept Appreciation R
1May 22 St Paul AL Night at St Paul Saint Baseba
JJulil®ost 167 Willmar 107Th Department Conventio
10cti28t Cloud Dept Fall Conference
| am working on a Post [/ District | Department <c
what i s happening. | cannot share things if |1 do
mi ghtyfirst@mail.com the event name, date(s), s
Websites to visét frequently and why
The American Legion Portal myl egi on. org Manage Yy
information. See what is happening throughout th
Dept of Minnesota mnlegion.org Keep up to date w
and actions The Minnesota Legionnaire | egionnairtr
the journal her e. Back editions and other inform
availabl e.
Mi ghty 1st Facebook Public group for the Mighty
encouragement for our District Legion members ca

DID YOU KNOW?

In case you have been asleep this last year, the
United States of America has it’s 250th birth
anniversary this year! There are several great
organizations planning things, including America250.
Guaranteed, almost every local community
government entity has a steering committee of
some kind. EVERY post should be engaging with
their locals to be participating in as much as
possible. Be it in the schools, playgrounds, parades
or any other community activity. Let’s show the
state of Minnesota who District 1 is!
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Adjutants Corner
Happy 2026

We all remember being younger and feeling time passed slowly. As we 'mature’, it begins to
fly by. Anymore, a constant theme | hear, and am guilty of saying, is, "Next year will be
better”. Or “| want to see the terms and conditions of the New Year before | ring it in”. It's like
so many can't get out of the past or just feel weighed down by current situations it's hard for
them to see ahead. So let's look ahead.

'2026 is, according to the Chinese, the year of the Fire Horse. The year of the horse
encourages action, adventure, enthusiasm, and inspiration of others.

In sharp contrast to this fiery creature, Pantone has chosen Cloud Dancer as the
Color of the Year. Describing it as a lofty white symbol of calming influence society needs

today to rediscover the value of quiet reflection.

The truth is that the year will be whatever we make it to be. We can choose to revel in
whatever joys and activities we find ourselves in; and sometimes, it is hard to find them. Or,
we can wallow and whine and miss the beauty of life. It is my hope we all choose to work
together, to help one another, to build each other up, and to develop our Posts into healthy
homes for our Legion family members. May your new year be blessed beyond any dream
you have.

Deb
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January Reflection
As we step into a new year, Jaaupaysefbe
t ween what has been and what is yet to c
are being packed away, and the world set
ness that we find space for reflection,
For the American Legion Family, this mon
opportunity to recommit ourselves to the
and unwavering support for our veterans
abit is steady, faithful, and deeply nee
A Season of Renewal
January reminds us that every new beginn
out to a fellow veteran, volunteering at
acts of kindness ripple outward in power
passion and connection into the year ahe
A Call to Check 1In
Winter can be a difficult season for man
gui et can weigh heavily on the heart. I
mond AR Post member you have not seen in a
member. A simple call or visit can be th
Looking Ahead Wi th Hope
As we begin 2026, may we do so with grat
for the work ahead, and hope for the com
year bring peace, purpose, and meaningfu
For God and Country,
Richard Skill estad
District Chaplain
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170 v

Our S
i ncor
Wi t h
Fundi
gat e

Each
me mb e
who d
veter
So ma
appr e
| f vyo

guorth Star

I 2 Honor Flight”

North Star Honor FIlight

April , 2025 we have supported two n
eterans -ABblbe toipakeYedhe 18 i s a | on

ervice area has grown to 15 counti es

porated Goodhue County into our seryv
over 150 veteran applications, we ar
ng is always the biggest chall enge.
time at Arlington cemetery and 4 cha
veteran I s accompanied by a ¢&Gudradi dn
r. What a wonder f ul memory for thos
o not have a family guardian, we hayv
an.

ny *Difs toruirctl | egi on post families hav
ciate all that you have/ can do to ma
u are interested in hosting an event

ableto attend aLegion, Auxiliary, SAL, ALR meeting. Please reach out by visiting our web
si tvewva.tnort hst arororcard#l4-dga &.00r g

Nancy
Nort h

Lewi son
Star Honor FIlight


http://www.northstarhonorflight.org
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Auxil i ary Co

President
Wanda Prescher
4826 Tee Cour
Rochester, M N
50725@304

w. prescher 1951
m

Secretary
Lesl ey Hei mer

71365 160t h
Taopi < MN 5
61-2556 49

| esl eyhei mer @h

Member ship

Karl a (Sunshin
84554t h Ave E
Wi nona, MN 55987

507 459 5962 :We will be having a siient

928 sunshine@g ma?Pa’ %€My Fund , please br
:Thank you Lynette Wol ff, k6 Al

éFund Chair man

Treasurer

Toni a Better man
1625 Crestview

Owat onna, MN juiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%
emi nder all submi ssion
50455315 be in by the 26th of th
bicgorrﬁdonenewsletter@gma

i
i
betttm88@out|o§
i



First Di strict ALA Member s

Hell o First District ALA Members
Happy NewWet®edarol a healthy & happy 2026!

In the NorthwestbPDhauviesbehi wd Bledr Bapart ment | ev
place at 78.17%. Great job First District Unit
you to all ALA members for renewing your member

First DiWitnrtieat RMiIld y i s on Saturday, JanHxaecyu-24
tive Board meetings for L&gi3®dn &eAexiall Regpissiviomt}
tion iPdemb@. attend and bring your new members ¢

I f you need any help with nmembherpsphyi p,0 phled gpsie | €

~ SUNSHI NE MILLER MALONEY -~
.S GKS /KIy3aS ,2dz 2AaK G2 {SS Ay (G(4KS 22NIR

==AMERICAN

LEGION

AUXILIARY

YOUR

MEMBERSHIP

MATTERS

EVERY MEMBERSHIP MATTERS!
EVERY MEMBER MATTERS!

YOU MATTER!

Did you join the American Legion Auxiliary to honor the service of your husband,
father, grandfather or other family member who served?

Did you join to support our Veterans? The military? The Community? Or maybe it was
our Children and Youth.

Was there another reason that you made the decision to be a member of the nation’s
most preeminent program that supports our Veterans?

Was it all of the above?

Whatever your reason, whatever your passion, YOU MATTER!

M p



85%by 95%by 100% 102%

OBJECT PERCEN 25%by 60%by 3/15/2 6/12/2 by by
UNIT CITY IVE JUNIOR SENIOR TOTAL T /15 11/11 6 6 7/4/26 8/1/26
0009 |Winora o st 8y 7387 gopsyas| goss

0040 [Laneshoro| 98 | & 8] 6%
11/18/25| 11/18/25
0050  |Wabasha | 110 o] o] o5 107 127205

0052 |Blooming 86 0 64 b4l 74.42%
Prairie 10/15/25| 10/15/25
005%  |Albert Lea 200 10 147 157) 78.50%

10/7/25] 10/30/25

0068 |Spring 4 1 30 3 65.9%

Valley 10/25/25) 1112525
0075 [New 30 0 2% 2| 86.67%

Richland 1/4/25)  11/4125] 123125
0077 |Owatonna 9% 1 65 66| 69.47%

10/7/25) 11125125

0081 |Harmony Q2 9 4 33| 7857%| 11/11/25| 11/11/25
0090 |Lewiston 2 4 2 4] 85.71%] 10/30/25| 11/25/25| 11/25/25
0091 [Austin 91 0 % 45| 4945%| 11/25/25
0092 [Rochester 1 3 £ 82| 73.21%| 9/30/25] 10/30/25
0094 |Rushford 49 0 4 4| 8367%| 10/7/25] 10/15/25
0105 Ly 4“4 8 3 39 8B.64%| 11/4/25| 12/23/25| 12/2325
0110 |LakeCity 3% 1 2 5| 7143%( 11/4/25 11/4/25
0119 |Byron 13 0 12 12 9231%|  9/9/25| 9/30/25| 10/15/25
0140 |Grand 61 4 4 500 81.97%

Meadow 9/15/25 10/15/25
0146 |Adams 116 8 50 58| 50.00%| 11/11/25
0161 |LeRoy 40 13 2 39 97.50%| 10/15/25| 10/15/25| 12/23/25| 12/23/25
0164 |Stewartvil 158 6f 12| 129 8165%

e 9/15/25] 10/25/25
0179 |Plainview 1 1 66 67| 60.36%| 10/15/25( 11/18/25
0190 |Saint 5 0 7 7 140.00%

Charles 9/3/25| 9/30/25| 10/15/25| 10/15/25| 10/15/25| 10/15/25







