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Listening Post               News from around the State 

MOORHEAD AND DILWORTH -- Moorhead Post 21 and the Dilworth VFW honor
guard are shown firing a 21-gun salute at the North Dakota State University dedi-
cation of the Fallen Bison Memorial. It honors former students who have given their
lives in service to their country.

BLOOMINGTON GIFT BAGS -- Bloomington Unit 550 prepared 150 gift bags for
veterans containing socks, candy and miscellaneous items that were delivered to
five care centers in Bloomington. Front row: Gabriele Servin, President Beth
Clausen. Back row: Bonnie Proctor, Rose Kitt, Nancy Stolarczyk, Joan Boerner and
Janice Rau. The bags would not have been possible without a donation from the
Bloomington Post.

EIGHTH DISTRICT -- The annual Eighth District Caps Party was held recently
sponsored by Past Commander E. Jerry St. Michael and Past President Betty
Manginen.

EAGAN POINTE -- A flag dedication was held recently at Eagan Pointe Senior
Living Center. There are 36 veterans and 16 widows of veterans living at the cen-
ter. Third District Vice Commander Bob Racette and the Rosemount Post helped
plan the flag raising ceremony. 

BACKUS DONATION -- Backus Post 368 donated
$2,000 to the local foodshelf. From left: Eugene
Gagnon, William Taylor, commander, Cheri Westphal,
representing the food shelf, Don Van Horst.

OKLEE MEMBER HONORED -- Frank Hanson, right,
accepts his 60 years of service certificate from Oklee
Post 159 Commander Dean Walstad.

SPRING GROVE GIFTS TO SOLDIERS -- A Spring
Grove Boy Scout Troop packed holiday gift bags for
troops stationed overseas. Spring Grove Post 249
paid for the postage. From left: Sam Folstad, Zach
Folstad, Brody Christiansen, Ben Gray and Lance
Hegge.

CONCORD SINGERS -- With the help of six veterans organizations, the Concord
Singers traveled to the Minnesota Veterans Home at Minneapolis to perform a con-
cert. Included in the supporters were New Ulm Post 132 and the Auxiliary.

WILLMAR GIFTS -- Willmar Post 167 delivered over 50 gifts to veterans in nurs-
ing homes in the Willmar area. 
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Listening Post               News from around the State 

BAYPORT HOSTS DINNER -- Bayport Post 491 hosted a dinner for the Stillwater
Area High School exchange students. From left, front: Marlena Sych, Fredrika Von
Essen, Bia Nunin, Kun Sahaisuk, Veronika Deyerl. In back: Jonn Von Puttkamer,
Stephanie Storp, Jonas Ankjaer, Sandra Isakson, Eirik Boe. The students were pre-
sented with American flags. The students told about their experiences in the U.S.

BIG LAKE MEMBER HONORED -- Dick Boecker, right, was honored at the St.
Cloud VA annual Volunteer Recognition Ceremony for his 8,750 volunteer hours
put in at the St. Cloud VA Medical Center. Minnesota National Executive
Committeeman Marland Ronning offered his congratulations.

NURSE TRAINING SCHOLARSHIPS -- Recipients of this past year’s Nurse
Training Scholarships were honored. From left: Danelle Sims, Minneapolis VA;
Katie Inveen, Minneapolis VA; Jeremy Wolfsteller, Assistant Department DSO; Kurt
Thielen, Associate Medical Center Director; Mary McMahon, Minneapolis VA;
Helen Pearlman, Nurse Executive; Mary McDonough, Minneapolis VA;  

BARNUM HONORS MEMBER -- Barnum Post 415 honored a 60-year member,
Maurice Illiff, center.

NURSE SCHOLARSHIP -- Finance Committee
Chairman Tom Burau presents an American Legion
Nursing Scholarship to Velvet Link, Fergus Falls
Veterans Home. 

NURSE SCHOLARSHIP -- Rehabilitation Chairman
Wilson Spence presents an American Legion Nursing
Scholarship to Jane Matejcek, Fargo VA.,

NURSE SCHOLARSHIP -- Finance Committee
Chairman Tom Burau presents an American Legion
Nursing Scholarship to Olena Colvin, Fergus Falls
Veterans Home. 
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Jan. 19, 2016, Auxiliary Membership

Greetings all and happy Valentines Day
As membership is what keeps our organization running

and making it capable of assisting each and every Unit in
the effort to serve our veterans and their families, we con-
tinue to struggle to meet our membership goals.

As Department leaders, we are writing this directly to
you, as you are the members who make this organization
possible.  Sometimes, as we have been made aware, impor-
tant information isn’t shared with all members of our organ-
ization and we want to make sure the right people read this.
We are asking that each Unit come up with some sort of
plan to make that personal contact to those members who
haven’t renewed their 2016 dues and also come up with
ways to recruit new members.  The American Legion
Auxiliary is a wonderful organization that only does good
for our Veterans, along with Community Service, Children
and Youth and many more areas.  Without membership we
will no longer be able to exist.  

A couple of hard facts are as follows:  as of the end of
our 2014/2015 Auxiliary year membership was behind our
goal by 1,535 members.  As of today we are behind 1,190
for the 2015/2016 Auxiliary year.  Adding just those 2 fig-
ures together brings us losing 2,725 members in just one
and one half years.  Prior to that membership has also been
on the constant decline.

Please meet with your Unit leaders and set a strategic
plan for your Unit.  You can follow the Department
Strategic Plan which is on our website as a guideline, and
then you must execute it.  It seems like an unattainable task
but it can be done - the Department has done it.  We are ask-
ing that you take some time and reach out to your unpaid
members and get their dues collected.  If they don’t want to
renew find out why.  One of our goals is to create an inter-
nal culture of goodwill and if your Unit is struggling with
that, we need to know.  This is a positive organization who’s
purpose is to be doing very positive things for assisting
those who have served for us and that is the word that needs
to be put out to all.  

Thank you and God Bless each of you and God Bless
this wonderful country and those who serve.

Sandy Fredrickson
Department President

Jean Walker
Department Membership Chairman

Sandie Deutsch
Department Executive Secretary

Bruno Unit 563 holds first
meeting and installation

With so much emphasis on declining membership and
excuses, excuses, excuses it is a proud moment for the
Department of Minnesota to have our newest Unit in the
fold.  The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 563 of Bruno,
Minnesota, held their first meeting and initiated all new
officers and members on January 9, 2016 at the Trinity
Lutheran Church in Bruno which is part of the 10th District.
It was a warm and touching ceremony led by the 10th
District President Dawne Juhl, who after installation, hand-
ed over the gavel to the newly sworn President Sandy
Hoiland to conduct her meeting.  There were 11 members
on the initial charter and already they have signed up 2 new
members.  Department President Sandy Fredrickson,
Department Membership Chairman Jean Walker and
Department Secretary Sandie Deutsch traveled to Bruno to
take part in the installation.  It was very touching as also
attending were many members of The American Legion
Post 563 and also the 10th District Commander Bill
Johnson.  Let’s all do our best to make Bruno feel very wel-
come and help them with any questions or needs they may
have.

JUNIOR CONFERENCE 
The 53rd Annual Department Junior Conference will be

held April 8th and 9th at the Grace Lutheran Church, 300
So. Grant St., Fairmont, Minnesota, hosted by the Second
District.  We are hoping that a large number of the Junior
members are able to attend and participate.  If your Juniors
have never attended a Department Junior Conference, plan
to join us this year.  Junior members will enjoy a “fun night”
on Friday, April 8th, the night before the opening of the
Conference.  The 2nd District and Junior Activities
Chairman Robin Dorf have been working hard to make this
a special evening for the Junior members.

On Saturday the Conference will be called to order at
9:00 a.m. by Bryce Soltis, the Department Honorary Junior
President.  This is a day when the Juniors become reac-
quainted with each other, make new friends, learn how to
conduct a meeting and participate in it. This meeting is a
JUNIOR Conference and the JUNIOR members run it.
They are very capable young women.  

The “Call to Conference” was included in the January
Unit mailing, giving you all the details.  Junior Activities
Chairmen, please obtain this information from your Unit
President so you can make your plans to have your Juniors

attend.  You do not need to have an organized Junior group
to participate.  All Juniors are welcome.  The information is
also posted on our website mnala.org

Hotel reservations must be made by March 25, 2016.
There is a block of rooms set at the Holiday Inn Fairmont,
1201 Torgerson Drive, Fairmont, Minnesota.  The direct
telephone number is (507) 238-4771  Block name:
American Legion Junior Auxiliary.  There were also other
hotels in the same area that were listed in the Call to
Conference.

Department Honorary Junior President Soltis has chosen
to raise monies to help complete the murals at the Veterans
Cemetery at Camp Ripley.  Please bring your donation to
the Conference so she can finalize her project.  

AMERICANISM MONTH
February is Americanism month.  Chairman Jessie

Hoppe is a wonderful resource to have so please contact her
with any of your needs regarding the Americanism pro-
grams.  All members should strive to be a patriot through
Unit involvement in community events.  Encourage and get
involved with your youth to teach them the importance of
Americanism.  Work closely with The American Legion
and their Americanism programs.

POPPY CARDS AND POPPY DAYS
Poppy Card Distribution Days will be held April 15-24,

2016, inclusive for closed territories, starting at 12:01 a.m.
on April 15.  Beginning April 25 Poppy Cards may be dis-
tributed anywhere right up until Poppy Day.  Poppy Cards
may be distributed within the confines of one’s own Post
home to members and patrons only on Thursday evening,
April 14 – if the Cards are hung on the wall of the Post
Home and NO distributed Cards leave the building on
Thursday evening.

Poppy Days will be May 20-21, 2016, beginning at
12:01 a.m. on May 15.  Closed territories are in effect until
noon on Friday, May 20.

This “gentlemen’s” agreement involves the VFW,
VFWA, The American Legion and American Legion
Auxiliary Posts and Units.  Everyone’s cooperation is nec-
essary to ensure a successful Poppy program.  Please do not
distribute any Poppy Cards and/or Poppies prior to these
dates.  This applies to all Posts and Units in the seven-coun-
ty metropolitan area (Ramsey, Hennepin, Washington,

NEW BRUNO UNIT -- Members of the newly-created unit in Bruno posed for a photo at their first meeting and
installation. Also joining the group were Membership Chair Jean Walker, Department President Sandy
Fredrickson, and Tenth District Commander Bill Johnson and President Dawne Juhl. 
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Dakota, Carver, Scott and Anoka counties).

POPPY ORDERS
Shipping of 2016 Poppy orders began last fall as orders

were received and Poppies were available.  All orders are
shipped according to the “need by” date indicated when the
order was placed.  Orders are shipped by first class mail.
Upon receipt of your Poppies please check it carefully.
Contact the department office with any discrepancies.  If
your Unit has already ordered Poppies, but needs more,
please order again.  Units may place as many Poppy orders
as they want to.

If you haven’t placed your Poppy order yet, please do so.
We need to finalize the number of Poppies needed for this
year’s Poppy distribution so we can plan accordingly.  Let’s
have 100% Unit participation in the Auxiliary Poppy pro-
gram.  Right now out of 440 Units 329 have placed orders.
Remember our Poppies are made by our veterans and they
receive a small compensation for their work.  Let’s support
their efforts.  It will help the Department Office tremen-
dously if you get your orders in now and not wait until the
last minute.  That will ensure that we have the inventory to
handle all orders.

Don’t save your Poppies just for Poppy Day.  Use them
throughout the year.  Let’s make this a Poppy year in recog-
nition of those who paid the ultimate sacrifice to keep
America free.

2017 MEMBERSHIP DUES
Gosh, it seems that these months go by so fast — in the

February Unit mailing, every Unit received a notice asking
for the amount of your Unit’s 2017 Senior and Junior dues,
and the name and address of the person whose name should
appear on your Unit’s 2017 dues’ notices.  Please make sure
this information gets back to Sandie at the Department
Office by March 15.  There are no increases in dues at either
the National or Department level this year.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Just a reminder all applications for any Department and

National scholarships must be received in the department
office by March 15.  Let your schools know they are avail-
able and provide them with the application forms.  They are
also posted on our website for your convenience.  If addi-
tional copies are needed, you may duplicate those you have
received or contact the Department office.

PRESIDENT’S MEMORY BOOK
If our Department President Sandy has attended an

Auxiliary or Legion function in your community, be certain
to share with her through her Memory Book Chairman any
pictures, newspaper articles, etc. that pertain to her visit.
You may send these directly to:  Diane Hayes, 30595
Pleasant View Road, Frazee, MN 56544. Email them to
papadon@arvig.net. You can also send them to the depart-
ment office and we will forward them for you.  President
Sandy has been such a treat to work with this year and her
passion of the organization comes through at every visit she
makes.  I am sure many of you have some real interesting
“moments”.  

UNIT ANNUAL REPORTS
Unit Annual Reports have been mailed to each Unit in

January.  All reports, instruction sheets and history paper
will be in one envelope.  If you don’t receive this envelope,
contact the department office immediately.  Please note:
The Unit reports cover the period from April 1, 2015 to
March 31, 2016.  

This year the reports have again been reformatted
because of the feedback we received from the Units.  We
have made the Unit reports like those in the past.  When our
Units ask for better ways of doing things we do everything
in our power to come through

All Unit reports are due on or before April 15.  Reports
are important.  Let’s hear from every Unit.

GIRLS STATE
There is a correction to be noted from last month’s

Legionnaire.  The actual week of the Girls State session is
June 12 - 18, 2016, at Bethel University in St. Paul.

Now is the time to send your $300 fee to reserve a place
for your American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota Girls State
citizen(s).  Cut-off for reservations is March 31.  Upon
receipt of your reservation fee ($300 per girl) you will
receive the needed registration packet(s).

Enrollment is limited to the first 445 applications
received.  The name of the girl, information sheet, enroll-
ment card, pledge and order form for the citizen’s Capitol
Day polo-shirt must be into the Department office by May
1.

There is no restriction as to the number of delegates a
Unit may send to American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota
Girls State from their high school(s).  The delegate must be
a Minnesota resident, or attend a Minnesota school.  Please
note that there will be NO refunds given this year.  Once we
receive your registration fee and you do not have a girl to

sponsor we will use it for a deserving girl who wants to
attend but has no sponsor.

Each high school principal has received a mailing per-
taining to American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota Girls
State.  Contact your high school now and let them know if
you will be sponsoring a girl.  High schools may not regis-
ter a girl on their own.  All American Legion Auxiliary
Minnesota Girls State citizens must be sponsored by an
American Legion Auxiliary Unit.

American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota Girls State will
be held June 12 - 18, 2016 at Bethel University in St. Paul.
This year will be very exciting with many new changes in
store.

PAST PRESIDENT’S PARLEY
Just a reminder that any candidates that your Unit may

have for Auxiliary Unit Member of the Year need to be sub-
mitted with your other Trophy and Award forms.  All of the
forms are on the Auxiliary website, www.mnala.org.  Also,
the Past President Parley Health Care Scholarship forms
were sent to all Units in an earlier Unit Mailing.  Make sure
and get your applications in to the Department Office by
March 15.

SECRETARY SANDIE’S NOTES
Another month has come and gone - spring is getting

closer every day.  Valentine’s Day is right around the corner
and I know every one of you has that special someone
around somewhere.  Make sure and take a minute to show
them you care and then make an effort to wish someone, a
Veteran perhaps, that you don’t know to have a very special
day.  As I get older I find that the little things that are done
for a person are so heartwarming - just yesterday my daugh-
ter did that just to me.  She made my heart just fill with
love, just by a few words.  Enough of that as I will cry
again.  The Department Office couldn’t be running any
smoother - for the first time in my 4-plus years things are
rolling right along.  I couldn’t do it without Jan and Julie -
they are two special ladies in my book.

A special Valentine to my gang at The American Legion
Post 79 - you know who you are - just checking to see if you
still read my notes.  Next time I see you I owe you one.
Love you all.

OWATONNA AUXILIARY UNIT 77 
Owatonna Unit 77 visits the nursing/assisted living

homes on Veteran’s Day in Owatonna and presents each
veteran with a card and gift of money. One of those veter-
ans was Harvey Ronglien who was raised at the Minnesota

BRUNO INSTALLATION -- Bruno Unit 563 held its first-ever installation of officers in January. Department
President Sandy Fredrickson pins Bruno President Sandy Hoiland as District President Dawne Juhl looks on. 

State Public School for Dependent and Neglected Children
in Owatonna. Ronglien is the person, along with his wife,
Maxine, who spearheaded the project of State School
Restoration so that all those neglected children would be
remembered. The project is known as the Minnesota State
Public School for Dependent and Neglected School
Museum and Cottage 11 in Owatonna. Visitors can check
it out and take a tour, or go to orphanagemuseum.com. He
is just one of the veterans in Owatonna who did some great
things by serving his country and continued to do great
things in his hometown.

OWATONNA NEW MEMBERS -- From left, front:
Barb Nielson, Lynn Hobgood, Vicki Antl, and Mary
Schwanke.  Officers of the American Legion Auxiliary
back row:  Vickie Radtke;  Unit Chaplain/Sergeant of
Arms, Pam Aul;  Unit Treasurer, Cheryl Bulver; Unit
President, and Grace Steele; Unit Secretary.  

OWATONNA PRESENTS GIFT -- Owatonna
President Pam Aul presents a gift to Harvey Ronglien
on Veterans Day.
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Reverse
Mortgages

Call for a free consumer
guide and personal quote.
-- Must be 62 or older.
-- Never make a monthly
mortgage payment again.
-- Receive a lump sum of
cash, credit line or monthly
payments.
-- See how much you
could qualify for today.

Let a retired active duty
veteran you can trust
show you how you may
benefit from a Reverse
Mortgage.

Mike Kraus                         Serving MN and WI
7365 Kirkwood Court North, Suite 300
Maple Grove, MN   55369
763-355-8540      mkraus@muihomeloans.com

NMLS ID #283509

30-Day Closing
We Buy Properties

Homes, Farms, Businesses, 
Estates and Lands

Larry Hennig Realty and Auctions

320-656-5399
larrytheaxe@hotmail.com
Auctioneer # 71-05-001

Display, Protect and Preserve Your Memorial United States
Flag in a Beautifully Handcrafted Solid Oak Flag Case
with a Glass Front, Removable Back and Engraved Plate
with Name and Branch of Service of Veteran.

“Made by Veterans for Veterans”

Minnesota Veterans Home      Phone: 651-539-2486
1200 E. 18th Street                    Fax: 651-480-0058
Hastings, MN    55033

I BUY AND COLLECT VINTAGE MILITARY ITEMS
Including insignia, hats, helmets, and uniforms from WW I, WW II,
Korea, Vietnam, (I have not started my collection on Southeast Asia
yet). I collect Army, USAF, USN, USMC, patches, pins, pictures and

souvenirs from all periods. CALL JOE, 612-801-4673 AFTER 6
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