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i Joseph Navarreté (NM), SAL National Commander

S
%ﬁ National Commander’s Message

The Washington Conference started off
with a new standard in the Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion Wreath Laying Ceremony. The Sons
embarked on a historic event that included the
entire Legion Family, when four buses left the
Hilton Hotel to lay wreaths at various memori-
als. A visit to Washington, DC is a deeply mov-
ing experience, as the city is home to some of
the most significant landmarks in American

“Each site offers a profound mo-
ment of reflection, allowing us to
pay our respects and remember
the immense courage of those

who fought for our freedoms..”
-National Commander Navarreté

history. Our visit was to honor the sacrifices made by countless Americans. It was a chance
to connect with the past, reflect on the present, and gain a deeper appreciation for the val-

ues and freedoms that shape the nation.
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and that they receive the resources and
care they deserve. It is important to contin-
ue engaging with our legislators, urging
them to back organizations like The Ameri-
can Legion, which works tirelessly to im-
prove the lives of veterans and their fami-
lies. Our ongoing support and advocacy
help make a meaningful difference in their
lives.

Let us continue to support our Legion Fami-
ly, and always remember...

Todo es Posible con Dios y Familia - Every-
thing is possible with God and Family.
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our freedoms.

1 Supporting our veter-
—==w ans is crucial, as they
have made significant
sacrifices in service to
—— our country. By advo-

the im-
courage of

;‘ﬂ =

cating for the needs Facebook Photo: Commander Na-
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veterans, we ensure that their contributions are honored | Commission Meeting

NVC Harl “Butch” Ray (IL)
; Contributor, “The Millennium”

“Butch’s Bullet Points”

"The future belongs to those who believe in
the beauty of their Dreams!" - Unknown

As we enter the month of March, we are
officially just half way through the current
American Legion Family administrative
year. So let's take a look at some paper-
work that must be submitted in the next
few months ... as they say, "No job is fin-

ished until the paperwork is done!"

All donations for the Veterans and Children's
Foundation as well as the Child Well-being
Foundation are due by May 31st of this year.

If you have not yet submitted one, each
Squadron must complete a Squadron Data
Report which will allow for online renewals
and better communication (due by April 15th
each year).

Now is also the time to begin filling out
the Squadron Consolidated Report Form! It
is your opportunity to list and brag about
your accomplishments since your 2024 De-
tachment convention get these turned in
right after your detachment conventions).

This paperwork is really easy to do. Remem-
ber what Bill Gates said...“l choose a lazy
person to do a hard job, because a lazy per-
son will find an easy way to do it.”

As we move into the dream of an early
Spring, let us not forget to continue to work
on membership. Keep reaching out to those
that have yet to renew and we will make our
goals before you know it! As proud posses-
sors of a priceless heritage, we SAL members
continue to honor our forbearers' legacy by
serving veterans, supporting youth programs,
and promoting patriotism across the United
States. Our dedication ensures that the val-
ues and sacrifices of America's veterans are
remembered and respected for generations
to come. Our membership will affect our
future service to these ideals! Some people
want it to happen, some wish it would hap-
pen, others make it happen!

“The price of success is hard work, dedication
to the job at hand.” -Vince Lombardi

Our "job" at the moment is bringing in those
last few members to reach your 100% tar-
get. We can and will set new membership
records again this year! What a great way to
show The American Legion Family that we
believe in their mission and that we will con-
tinue to "Honor our Heritage" supporting our
veterans and our communities. Membership
does not happen by luck! President Gerald
Ford once said... "The harder you work, the
luckier you are, and | worked like hell.” We
are just under 72,000 members needed to
reach the 400,000 membership goal! We are
approximately 3% ahead of where we were
last year at this time! This goal will be met!!

Keep up the good work! Be a SON and Get'r
DONE!
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American Legion Family attends the

91st annual Lincoln Pilgrimage in
lllinois (continued from Page 1)

During the February 11th reception, mem-
bership awards based off of the highest
membership percentage from the start of
the membership year until the third week-
end in January are the highlight.

Jeff Horn, Department of lllinois Adjutant
said, “The jacket awards started in 2016. This
year in 2025, there were 13 departments
represented at the Lincoln Pilgrimage. Also
this year, 36 jackets were awarded between
the Departments that participated and our
Detachment.” This year’s awards include a
front zipper blue sweat shirt, breakfast tick-
ets, and some cash (plus a free night stay at
the designated Lincoln Pilgrimage hotel in
Springfield). The Commander of the winner
must be also present at the program to re-
ceive their awards.

On the national level, The Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion also have several membership
awards available. The Blue Brigade Award
goes to members who have enrolled 30 or
more new members within the past year to
the Sons; this is a national award and all
jackets are custom made and embroidered.
There is also individual Recruitment Award
given out to any SAL member who recruits 5
new members to the Sons of the American
Legion. This form is filled out and sent to the
Region chairman who is listed on the form.
Don’t forget to send a copy to your Detach-
ment Adjutant so you can be considered for
the recruiter of the year award. Most mem-
bers should be eligible for the “I GOT ONE’
award pin for their cover.

The Lincoln Pilgrimage is held on Abraham
Lincoln’s Birthday of February 12th each
year in Spring-
field, lllinois ...
so make your
plans to
| attend next
. year, and plan
~|to spend an
"*' extra day or
two to enjoy

Facebook Photo: Contributor ANEC
Mike Pook (MN) rubbing Lincoln’s
nose
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