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Multi - Year Membership is Now Available!

ST. PAUL The multi - year membership is now live on the national website for our members who
have paid and are current in their 2024 membership dues.

This means those members who paid their 2024 dues prior to 4 December 2023 are now eligible

to purchase a multi - year membership at today's dues rate. When a multi - year membership is pur-
chased, your membership will be paid up for the next three years A the 2025 - 2026 - 2027 mem-
bership years.

w9 b o2 Chw a![¢Lt[9 _.9!'w{ ¢h5!_ . 9Ch

The multi - year membership can only be purchased on the national website or through an active
MyLegion.org account.

Please be patient as the site maybe slow due to high traffic because our members are taking ad-

vantage of this opportunity to save. We anticipate this program is going to be extremely popular

due to the annual membership dues increase effective 1 July 2024.

For our members who are still to renew their 2024 dues, the opportunity to purchase a multi - year
membership is still available and has not changed. Please spread the word to all our members in

The American Legion Department of Minnesota.

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to us. Thanks
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DEPARTMENT CONVENTION POPPY CONTESTS

Cash Prizes for each contest will be awarded as follows:

1% Place $25.00
2" Place $20.00
3 Place $15.00
People’s Choice Award $10.00

Please be creative for these contests and “think outside the box™ when submitting your entries.

Entries must be submitted at Department Convention at the Willmar Event Center on Thursday,
July 11" by 10:00 AM.

CONTEST #1 — Wearable item Using ALA Poppies or a Poppy motif
Something wearable with poppies included that you might wear when you distribute poppies.
Please be creative. This can be anything — jewelry, clothing, hair accessories, hats, etc.

CONTEST #2 — Poppy Donation Container

A Poppy Donation Container that was created by one of your unit members and used when your
unit distributed poppies. Again, be creative.

Contests are open to all Auxiliary members. You do need to have a poppy of some sort in your
entry, but you do not have to use the ALA poppy. All entries must include an attached sealed
envelope with a card inside that states your name, unit number and unit location. If using ALA
poppies, remember to remove the white tags. Small or large poppies may be used.

Voting for the People’s Choice will be by donation, with the funds going to the Department
President’s Special Project of purchasing a player piano for the Minnesota Veterans Home in
Bemidji and funds for activities at the Veterans Homes in Preston and Montevideo.



M\ICFORMATION ON “BE THE

ONE MISSION”

We know ALA members are playing a big role in supporting the Be the One mission. However,
tying the phrase into a theme is diminishing the power of the words Be the One. We understand
the tradition of having themes and we are not pointing fingers, punishing anyone, or assigning
blame. However, our members may want to step back from using Be the One as a theme.
Remember: This serious topic is not just an ALA focus, but an American Legion Family mission,

* Bethe One is about suicide prevention and awareness.

* Itoriginated as be the one to save one. It's estimated that between 17 and 22 veterans
or servicemembers take their own lives each day.

* It'snota catchphrase. It's not a campaign. The American Legion is now calling ita
mission.

*  It'samission to destigmatize asking for mental health support, provide peer-to-peer
support and resources, and educate everyone on how they can Be the One.

* The American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The American Legion joined The American
Legion to promote the Be the One mission. So, ALA members should follow the
guidelines from The American Legion. Go to BetheOne.org to learn more.

¢ The words “Be the One” should not be use as part of a lighthearted theme, to invite
someone to a meeting, or to pay their dues. Uses other than suicide
prevention/awareness diminish its power.

¢ Use of “Be the One” should be reserved for topics related to suicide prevention and
awareness.

* The No. 1issue facing the veteran community is suicide.

¢ The approved logos for Be the One are subject to the same usage rules as The American
Legion brandmark.

¢ Think of Be the One as a standalone phrase such as “Just Do It” and “Got Milk”.

How can you Be the One?
¢ Ask veterans in your life how they are doing.
¢ Listen when a veteran needs to talk.
¢ Reach out when you think a veteran might be struggling.
* Increase awareness about the veteran and military suicide epidemic.
* Havealist of resources in your area for veterans who may be struggling.
* Spread the word about the Veterans Crisis Line at 988.

S=AMERICAN
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2024 - 2025 UNIT OFFICERS LIST

The Department is in the process of compiling the 2024 - 2025 Unit mailing list. We need the information noted below from your
Unit for the 2024 - 2025 Auxiliary year. You can also find this form in a fillable format on our Department website mnala.org. Please
type or print each person’s information and make sure you have the current/complete address for each. One copy is to be sent to
the Department Office and one copy to your District President (or your District President-elect) no later than June 12024 This
needs to be sent as soon as your Unit has held Election of Officers. This 2024 - 2025 form is required of all units even if the same
officers are re-elected. Mail to the address below or email to deptoffice@mnala.org. If mailing address is a PO Box, please include
street address as well. We do not always use USPS for mailing. Thank You!

UNIT # UNIT LOCATION DISTRICT #
President: Name Member ID #
Address
City, State, Zip Code Phone (__)
e-mail
Secretary: Name Member ID #
Address
City, State, Zip Code Phone (___)
e-mail
Treasurer: Name Member ID #
Address
City, State, Zip Code Phone (___)
e-mail
Membership Chairman:
Name Member ID #
Address
City, State, Zip Code Phone (__)
e-mail
Dues Remit to (if Different from cl
This 2024 - 2025 form is required of all units even if the same officers are re-elected. 2024 Membership cards will only

be sent to Units who have submitted this form.

***Unit mailing is to be sent to:

Address:

Unit Mailing Preference: Mail or Email
American Legion Auxiliary Department of Minnesota
State Veterans Service Bldg. - 20 W. 12! St. Suite #314 - St. Paul, MN 55155 | P: (651) 224-7634 | F: ((651) 224-5243 | (888) 217-9598
deptoffice@mnala.org | Website: www.mnala.org
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Department of Minnesota
Dates to Remember and
General Updates

March — Women’s History Month & Community Service Month

March 1 — “Be the One Day”

March 2 — ALA Department of Minnesota DEC Meeting Montgomery Post #79 11am
March 2 — Appreciation Rally M y Post #79 4:00pm

March 10 — Daylight Savings Starts
March 10 — Poppy Making Class — Melrose American Legion — 1pm
March 15 — Unit Due Forms due to the Department Office

March 29 — Good Friday (office closed)

March 31 - Easter

March 31 - Girls State Reservations due to Department Office

April 1 - “Be the One Day”

April 12-13 — Junior Department Conference

April 15 — Annual Reports Due to District Chairman

April 17 — Veterans Day On The Hill

April 27 — Testimonial Department President — Melrose American Legion
April 29-May 1 — National President’s Tour

June 1 -2024-2025 Unit Officers List Due to Department Office

American Legion Family Day

American Legion Family Day is Saturday, April 27. On this date, American Legion posts throughout the nation
will open their doors to their members and the members of their local communities with the intent of celebrating
all great deeds and works of The American Legion Family with the intent to educate, recruit, recognize, and to
give back to those members who continually support the gift of giving. The day will also place special emphasis
and awareness on the Legion’s “Be The One” program.

The Friday before Memorial Day is National Poppy Day — May 24th

It’s never too early to start planning! AL A National Headquarters is already preparing! We’d love to
hear from you and make your unit/post home a part of our ALA media coverage. Send us an email and
tell us about any of the following:

« What are your plans for National Poppy Day?

« How have you used poppy funds to help veterans, military, and their families?

« Share a success story about how poppy funds helped someone in your community.

HOLD THE DATE
Department Convention July 11-13, Willmar, MN
Look for more information coming in the April Unit Mailing

Department of Minnesota Webpage — www.mnala.org

T'have been working hard to keep the webpage up to date with current information. If you have any
suggestions of what you would like to see added, please, let me know. I am hoping the webpage can
become a tool for our members when looking for information about our programs and general
information about the department. ~Christie

Wwill be mailed to each Senior member of our Unit next September. Below is the address to be printed on each
Renewal Notice showing where our members are to mail their dues for this Unit.

It is understood that no change in the dollar amount of dues or the address to which the dues are to be
sent can be made after a deadline which Department Headquarters will establish based on the
requirements of National Headquarters. When determining your dues amount, please make sure that the
amount charged is at least $30.00 for Senior members and $6.00 for Junior members amounts that are
sent to the Department office.
DEPARTMENT OF MINNESOTA

UNIT NUMBER DISTRICT

UNIT LOCATION

2025 SENIOR DUES OF THE UNIT ARE
(Amount each Senior member pays to your Unit) §

Dues sent to Department per Senior = $30.00

2025 JUNIOR DUES OF THE UNIT ARE
(Amount each Junior member pays to your Unit) §

Dues sent to Department per Junior = $6.00

Name of individual in the Unit to receive membership dues

Address (Please be certain it is the current/correct address) D Check Box if this is the

Legion Post address.

City State Zip Code
( )
Area Code Telephone Number E-mail address

Name of Membership Chairman

Date Signature Title

EVERY UNIT MUST COMPLETE & RETURN THIS FORM

Return no later than March 15, 2024 to:
American Legion Auxiliary
State Veterans Service Building
20 W 12" St Room 314
St Paul MN 55155
Forms are also on our website and completed forms may be emailed to deptoffice@mnala.org.
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_ ALA ACADEMY
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

Bulletin #25 Your Ship Captain, Jenny Nelson
4/2/2024 2023204
2024 Membership

"Cruising the Sea for Members!”

Membership Percentof | |Membership Difference from
DISTRICT | | #ofUnits | |  Goal || PeriodGain | | ToDate Goal Last Year st Year W
415/2003 Dife.
One 47 3,762 28 3110 82.67% 3275 165
Two 1 3,890 26 3,156 81.13% 3,296 140
Three 46 3882 45 3,242 83.51% 3,348 106
Four 7 579 7 445 76.86% 470 25
Five ] 52 7 307 58.81% 4 105
Six 61 5,031 3B 4,164 82.77% 438 178
Seven 53 2,955 15 2399 81.18% 2,507 108
Eight 19 1,185 8 1,033 87.17% 1,064 3
Nine 46 3,348 36 2,668 79.69% 2,881 213
Ten Y 3812 28 3,054 80.12% 3,126 n
1982 Dept 1 332 4 267 80.42% 236 -31
District Totals: 400 29,298 pLY] 23,845 81.39% 24,957 1,112
Group 1 (Even) 200 14,497 107 11,852 8L.75% 12,298 446
Robin Dorf
Group 2 (Odd) 199 14,469 131 11,726 81.04% 12423 697
Judy Ackerman
RANKINGS
1t nd 3d 4th 5th 6th Tth sth %th 10th
87.17% 83.51% 82.77% 82.67% 81.18% 81.13% 80.12% 79.69% 76.86% 58.81%
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56 Al bert 26648014 19472. 93% P2
264 Gl envil9lfe 79 20 801 83.51% 6
404 Al den 48 2B 5 34 79. 07 %9
552 FreeborsP 48 3 501 86. 44 %8
91 Austiim23 79 5 84 68.29%WPO
105 Lyl e 5B 30 11 40 77. 36%WP
140 |Grand Me@/dooSw8 22 60 89. 55 %7
146 Adams| 131113 2 11587. 79%9W6E
161 Leroy 50 27 6 3B366.009%]/|
Pod Fou 88 64 5| 69 77.975196
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Hello everyone!

| wanted to give a quick update about what's been happening so far during the year! The
planning for the Department Jr Conference is underway so if you are planning to go, please
submit your registration as we are trying to get committees divided among attendees. Another
reminder to please wear PURPLE on Saturday, April 13th.

| have been active throughout the state and am trying to make it to as many meetings as | can.
If you have any meetings that you would like me to attend in April or May, please reach out and
| will try to be there.

| have recently visited Carter at BelieVet. The trainers have expressed their love for Carter. He
has the best personality and will be ready for a veteran in the next two months. BelieVet is
planning to be at my conference to demonstrate some commands and training that they do with
the dogs. They will also be able to share more information about their organization. | am
planning to present them with a check in September at Carter’s graduation from the program;
however, my project amount update will be provided to them at the conference.

| have received orders for AIT (Advanced Individual Training) from the Army stating that | will
leave on May 30, 2024. This means that unfortunately, | will not be here for the Department
Convention this summer.

| will be on active orders at my unit in March, but | will be back on the weekends in order to
make it to the Department Appreciation Rally, the Birthday Dinner in Anoka, 2nd District Jr

Conference, and the 1st District Jr Conference.

| also want to say Thank You to everyone who has contributed to my project so far this year.
Here is a goofy picture of Carter!

Taylor McElroy

ALA Department of Minnesota Honorary Jr President

~“ VETERANS DAY

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED
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The current SAL membershnp report can be occessed on the national
website at wu ArC % B

SAL Online Renewal- members can login and renew direct
via www . mylegion org or quick renew by clicking here SAL Online
Renews 1|

SAL New Member Kit is now online and ready for purchase.
New Member Kit [SAL)] - American legion Flag & Emblem

PROUD POSSESSORS OF
_ A PRICELESS HERITAGE
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Districts 2023 Results | 2024 Goal Dept. Percentage | Placing
1st District 1646 1683 1491 88.59% 9
2nd District 1212 1235 1244 100.73% 2
3rd District 2059 2095 2041 97.42% 4
4th District 348 354 367 103.67% 1
6th District 1580 1610 1473 91.49% 8
7th District 869 887 855 96.39% 5
8th District 536 546 457 83.70% 10
9th District 882 902 867 96.12% 6
10th District 1593 1624 1536 94.58% 7
Totals 11052 11271 10660 94.58%
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