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Rusty Myers, Squadron 105 Belleville, NJ
Post 105 Family uses American Le-

gion Family Day to promote COTA

“The National Executive Committee voted in
2022 to create American Legion Family Day
on the last Saturday of April... a day when we
are supposed to open the doors of our Post
to let the community know all of the good
things we do,” spoke Rusty Myers when ad-
dressing the event’s attendees. “We can
think of no better way to show what we do
then by holding a fundraiser to benefit CO-
TA.”

Myers, adju-
tant for Sons
of The Amer-
ican Legion
(SAL) Squad-
ron 105 in
Belleville,
was speaking
at a picnic that the Post 105 Family held on
27 April to benefit the Children’s Organ
Transplant Association, or COTA. This is the
second year Belleville's
American Legion Family ©
- veterans, Sons, and
Auxiliary members - i‘
have held this picnic, &
though their support for
COTA has been some-
thing membership has
been passionate about
for a while. Most recent-
ly, in November, the SAL|

Children’s Organ
Transplant Association.

ing to better the lives of our children and
youth. COTA helps remove the financial barri-
ers to a life-saving transplant by providing
fundraising assistance and family support.

The day was windy and cold, even though the
New Jersey weather had been in the 70’s the
week before. Perhaps 80 people came out to
the picnic - many of _
them members of Ha
“the Legion” from
around the state - to

have a fun time with = -
good food and great e
friends. Between tick- \ \\
ets, a 50/50, and bas- 7 ‘
ket raffles, the event | ) \ :
raised almost $2,000 ‘Ej :
for kids with trans- == = =&

plant expenses.

It's especially im-

Submitted Photo: ALA Department of NJ 2nd
Vice President Lisa Natale and SAL 105 Adju-
tant Rusty Myers sporting their COTA hats.

makes an extra effort to have transplant fam-
ilies attend events throughout the country,
so those at fundraisers can put a face to what
they are raising money for. For a second year
in a row, the Latchman family attended
Belleville’s event. Melissa and Dan Latchman,
parents of Aliyah, noted that “We are so

grateful to those who took the

each and every person who
attended to support COTA.”

Last year, they told Aliyah’s
story - “At 9 months old Aliyah
received her life saving liver
transplant from a donor and
we have been forever grateful
that she has remained in good
health for the most part. COTA

portant to note that

all of the funds raised in New Jersey stay in
New Jersey. Last year, the NJ American Le-
gion Family raised a record $93,000 for the
charity.

“Events like this highlight
the incredible generosity
and compassion that define

our Belleville veterans’
B community”, noted Belle-
ville Mayor Michael
Melham who not only

attended, but is an SAL him-
self. “I commend Post 105
. for being a true staple in

organized a comedy
show for COTA.

Submitted Photo: SAL-NJ COTA Chairman Greg
Shaffer, left, and PDC Matt Thalasinos

our township and for their
unwavering dedication to

Supporting COTA is a
component of the “The Four Pillars” of The
American Legion’s national priorities ... work-

=

L

helping children in need of
life-saving transplants."

The national COTA organization always

| Submitted Photo: Attendees at the COTA Picnic held on 27 April at Post 105 in Belleville, NJ |

has been with us every step of
the way and has helped with any transplant
related expenses, such as copays for her im-
mune suppression medicine, hospital travel
expenses incurred going back and forth to
Chop (Children's Hospital of Philadelphia)
where she spent most of her first year at.
While the road to her recovery and trans-
plant journey hasn't been easy, COTA helped
put us at ease with regards to the financial
burden and I'm so happy they will be there
for her throughout her life.”

Lisa Natale, Second Vice President of the
American Legion Auxiliary Department of NJ,
who donated a kidney herself to save a
strangers life, also attended the event. “As a
living donor, I've firsthand seen the constant
doctor’s appointments and testing that chil-
dren undergo ... to have the American Legion
recognize this, and help these families with
the financial burden, is life changing.”

The final donation, which will include addi-
tional donations from the Post 105 Family,
will be given at the Department Convention
in Wildwood in June.

“The American Legion Family has stepped up
yet again to serve our country, and recently
to help our most vulnerable citizens — trans-
plant children”, remarked Rick Lofgren, CEO
and President of COTA when asked for com-
ment. “The members of the Detachment of
New Jersey have helped Jersey kids working
with COTA for more than 30 years, and have
again demonstrated they believe in service
above self.”
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Facebook.com and legion.org

Other American Legion Family
Events across the country

¥ 30 youth
Anglers rang-
ing from 3 to
15 years old
showed their
angler skills
at the very
successful

~1st  Annual
Family Day and Youth Fishing Derby on April
26th. Wingate Landing Post 340 on Lake
Seminole and Bainbridge Post 502 cohosted
the event.

In Hender-
son, NV,
e BMI  Post
= <@l 40 hosted
2 a barbecue
w o = i provided
. 5 . by its
, "~ American
Legion Rid-
ers chapter, with music, games, raffles, a
photo booth, and more.

Facebook Photo

Continental, OH, American Legion Post 541’s
event included information about Be The
One, along with an interactive map for veter-
ans to place a flag where they were sta-
tioned during their service, a hog roast, chil-
dren’s activities, and live music.

In Spotsylvania, VA, Post 320’s Legion Family
invited the public to learn about the Legion
Family and its community partners, scholar-
ships, American Legion Baseball, the post’s
Scouting program, veterans assistance and
more—along with food, music, and fun.

Michael Vozar (IL), National
Americanism Comission

! American Legion Family Day

1.4 lin lllinois

Post 911 in Wauconda, lllinois was one of
many Posts across the country celebrating
American Legion Family Day with their com-
munities, opening the doors and celebrating
our accomplishments with a beautiful blend
of activities and information. Showcasing
Americanism, Children and Youth, Veterans
Affairs, National Security, and Be The One.

Post 911 Family members were on hand to
personally greet visitors, proudly explain and
answer questions about programs, member-
ship, benefits, and highlighting their Be The
One mission. They were supported by a great
resource table with plenty of information on
Legion Family programs.

Flags were also collected for retirement and
disposal. Post 911 riders were on hand with
their motorcycles to explain the energetic
camaraderie and fundraising activities of
their group supporting veterans and youth.
Wauconda Police provided an exciting canine
demonstration, with the Wauconda Fire De-
partment providing a popular “Touch a
Truck” opportunity . Of course, the petting
zoo was a big hit, as were cornhole games
and a never ending supply of hot dogs!

It was a wonderful turnout educating the
community about our programs, showcasing
our commitment to Veterans, Children and
Youth, Americanism, and National Security;
and creating interest in membership.
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