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    Legion Contacts 

 

Commander 

Les Shaunce 

528 Alice Ave 

Albert Lea, MN 56007 

507/373 0134 or 

507/402/4878 

leshaunce@smig.net 

 

Adjutant 

Wayne Hammon  Jr 

115 East Cabot St 

LeRoy, MN  55951 

507/696/2707 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

 

Membership 

Gary Miller 

PO Box 151 

Eyota, MN 55934 

507/545/2703 or 

507/696/5419 

gmusmc32@yahoo.com 
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       JUNE  2018 

 

 

June 7, 8, 8, 9 and 10th  -  Adams Dairy 

Days 150th celebration. See more in-

formation in the flyer section. 

June 14, 2018— Flag Day, fly your flag 

proudly and check your local post 

events to see if they are doing a flag 

disposal program and plan on attend-

ing. 

June 23, 2018  -  Membership packet 

pickup at the Veterans Service Build-

ing in St Paul. 8:30 to 11:30 AM. 

June 22, 23 and 24—SAL  Detachment 

Convention at Legionville 

June 25, 2018  -  First District Changeo-

ver and membership packet pickup. 

Stewartville American Legion Post 164, 

Stewartville, MN at 6:30 PM. That is 

burger night at post 164, they start 

serving at 5:30 PM. 

July 4, 2018  - Independence  Day 

July  19, 20 and 21, 2018  -  Depart-

ment Convention at Rochester, MN 

      VICE—COMMANDER INFORMATION 

Area One   -   Scott E. Ihrke 
                         749 Richard Ave 
                         St Charles, MN  55972 
                         507/951/9467 
                         ford1963si@outlook.com 
 
Area Two  -     Myron Ehrich 
                           220  Irvin St 
                          West Concords, MN  55985 
                          507/527/2578    or 
                          507/259/5261   
                 
Area Three   -  Carroll Hill 
                           28992 Hill Rd 
                           Winona, MN 55987 
                           507/454/5063  or 
                           507/458/6531 
                           hilltoprepair@yahoo.com 
                  
Area  Four   -   Roland Hanson 
                           2002  10th  ST  SE 
                           Austin, MN  55912 
                           507/438/6573 
                           lorohanson@outlook.com 

Rushford Post 94 is holding bingo every second 

(2nd) and fourth (4th) Wednesday of each 

month. With an open kitchen.  

For more information contact Scuffy Paulson at 

507—450—8493  

           ATTENTION ALL DISTRICT COLOR GUARDS 

YOU ARE ALL INVITED TO PARTICIPAE IN THE ADAMS 

DAIRY DAY PARADE ON SUNDAY JUNE 10, 2018 . CON-

TACT JIM KELLOGG AT 507/438/1123 FOR MORE INFOR-

MATION AND TIMES. 
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Greetings First District: 

 
     This will be my last newsletter for my year as your Commander. It seems like I was elected only a couple 
of months ago. 
     Our 99th District Convention is now history. We had a rather poor showing in Winona. The First District is composed 
of 57 posts. Of those 57 posts only 21 were registered and only 48 members were registered. We can and have to do 
better than this. Every year attendance at this and other events keep getting smaller and smaller. How can we conduct 
legion business if members don't care enough to participate in the decision making of the organization? Our programs 
are at risk. 
     Past Commander Sy did a great job of organizing the Past Commanders, Presidents, Adjutants and Secretaries annu-
al Banquet. We had a good meal and fun evening. President Cheryl did a beautiful Butterfly Dance and I fashioned my 
fabulous new Bed-Pan hat. Thanks to Winona Post#9 for being a great host. 
     The annual membership card pickup will be Saturday, June 23rd at the Veterans Services Building. Please plan to 
attend. 
     The District Change Over and membership packet pickup will be held at Stewartville Post# 164 June 25th at 
6:30p.m.Let's get as many posts there as possible so we don't have to run all over delivering them. Don't 
forget one membership and your list of officers. 
     I would like to thank all of you for the hospitality and support I have received this past year thru out the district. The 
friendship and the memories will be cherished forever.  I want to thank my Legion Team for all the hard work and time 
devoted to a successful year. We didn't end up on top but we made a good run at it. 
     Auxiliary President Cheryl, SAL Commander Dave and ALR Director Denny thanks for being great Family Teammates. 
It made for a very special and enjoyable year. It has been a distinct honor and a privilege to be your Commander this 
past year. I hope I have lived up to the honor bestowed on me. 
     I want to wish the new Commander and his staff a very strong and 
successful year. 
     For God and Country                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
1st District Commander 

NATIONAL PARADE TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION  

If there are any Post that have put some thought into participating in the National Convention Parade I have checked into a 54 passenger 

bus out of La Crescent to take us up and back and that Sunday. It will run an estimated $1000.00. I figured if we can get enough Posts to 

participate it will cost each very little. I cannot tell you if it can come out of gambling and if it can, who the check needs to be made out 

to. My guess is from La Crescent to the cities via Roch-ester. If any Post wants to go please let me know as soon as you can so that I can 

get a bus reserved or if there are many interested I will check on a second one.  

Sy Fix  

Papafix1@gmail.com  

507-313-3376  

                                                                                FROM  YOUR  ADJUTANTS  PEN 

CHANGEOVER AND  MEMBERSHIP PACKET PICKUP WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY NIGHT, JUNE 25, AT 6:30 PM IN STEWARTVILLE 

POST 164. 

PLEASE BRING A CHECK MADE OUT TO “THE DEPARTMENT OF MINNESOTA” FOR 35..75 DOLLARS FOR EACH MEMBERSHIP 

YOUR ARE PAYING,  AND YOUR OFFICER LIST FOR THE 2018—2019 MEMBERSHIP YEAR. PACKETS WILL NOT BE GIVEN OUT 

WITHOUT THESE ITEMS. ALSO BRING YOUR POST CPR ALONG ALSO. 

LETS GET A GREAT TURNOUT OF POSTS SO THE VICE COMMANDERS DON’T HAVE TO STRUGGLE TO GET US OFF THE GOOSE 

EGG. 
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                                                                               FROM  AREA  ONE         
 

 

 

   

                                                                                      FROM AREA THREE                                                                                          

Greetings from Area Three: 

Now that Memorial Day is over, summer is in full swing.  I hope everyone took time to honor our fallen comrades on Memori-

al Day. 

The end of the year for the American Legion is approaching and it gives me great pleasure to take this time to thank the Com-

manders, the Membership Directors, and the personnel of the American Legion of the First District for all their support during 

my tenure as Vice Commander.  I want to give a special thanks to the District Commanders and Wayne Hammon, Jr. for the 

outstanding support they have given me over the last years.  It’s been my pleasure to serve as District Officer for the American 

Legion and I wish my successor as much enjoyment as I have experienced being a member of the District American Legion. 

As always, keep the men in women in uniform in your prayers. 

Area Three Vice Commander 

Carroll Hill 

 

                                                                                           FROM AREA FOUR    

       Hello Comrades; 

  It sounds like the District Convention was a success. Congratulations to all the newly elected officers and thank you to all the 
previous officers. 

   Sorry I was not there but I was busy with the Traveling Viet Nam Memorial. The event was very successful with over four 
thousand (4000) people viewing the wall. Thanks to all the Post and Squadrons who helped make it a success. 

   Hope everyone had a safe Memorial weekend. I know everyone was busy with flag raisings and Memorial Services honoring 
our fallen comrades. Thank you to all the Posts, Squadrons,, Units and ALR Chapters ffor their labor in making all our pro-
grams a success. 

    Thank you for your support this past year in my role a Area Four Vice Commander and thank you for your added confidence 
in electing me for another year. 

   Remember to thank a veteran as I always do 

In Comradeship  -  Rollie Hanson  -  Area Four Vice Commander 

                                                                                          FROM AREA TWO 

Well, the 1st District Convention is now over and that means the years is also half over. 

A hearty congratulations to all new 1st District officers that were elected in Winona this past weekend.  We wish all of you the 

best of luck for the up-coming year. 

I was in Austin On Sunday, May 20th for the closing program for the VIetnam Traveling Wall and was honored to take part in 

this ceremony.  I want to tank everyone who had a hand in this project. 

Happy Father's day to all out there! 

As always, keep those that are not able to be with their loved one in your thoughts and prayers! 

RS 

Myron Ehrich 
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                                        First district membership report for 5/31/2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

POST         LOCATION  GOAL PREV. TURN IN   TOTAL 
   PER-
CENT   LEFT   

9 WINONA        597 568 1 569 95.31% 28 5/24/2018 

90 LEWISTON      78 61 8 69 88.46% 9 3/22/2018 

190 ST CHARLES 144 146 2 148 102.78% -4 3/22/2018 

WINONA COUNTY TOTALS   819 775 11 786 95.97% 33 5/31/2018 

50 WABASHA 242 228 -1 227 93.80% 15 4/26/2018 

110 LAKE CITY 141 136 4 140 99.29% 1 5/10/2018 

179 PLAINVIEW 194 184 1 185 95.36% 9 5/31/2018 

546 KELLOGG 73 63 3 66 90.41% 7 1/11/2018 

573 ELGIN 37 32 -1 31 83.78% 6 5/10/2018 

579 MILLVILLE 140 179 1 180 128.57% -40 5/24/2018 

588 MAZEPPA 78 73 1 74 94.87% 4 5/24/2018 

WABASHA COUNTY TOTALS   905 895 8 903 99.78% 2 5/31/2018 

92 ROCHESTER 988 925 1 926 93.72% 62 5/24/2018 

119 BYRON 148 149 3 152 102.70% -4 5/24/2018 

164 STEWARTVILLE 305 287 1 288 94.43% 17 5/24/2018 

446 ROCHESTER 17 15 2 17 100.00% 0 4/4/2018 

551 EYOTA 183 181 2 183 100.00% 0 5/24/2018 

OLMSTEAD COUNTY TOTALS   1641 1557 9 1566 95.43% 75 5/31/2018 

AREA ONE TOTALS   3365 3227 28 3255 96.73% 110 5/31/2018 

295 WEST CONCORD 57 57 5 62 108.77% -5 3/15/2018 

330 HAYFIELD 242 208 6 214 88.43% 28 5/24/2018 

333 KASSON 269 258 1 259 96.28% 10 5/10/2018 

384 DODGE CENTER 87 77 2 79 90.80% 8 4/26/2018 

422 CLAREMONT 36 30 1 31 86.11% 5 2/8/2018 

DODGE COUNTY TOTALS   691 630 15 645 93.34% 46 5/31/2018 

52 BLOOMING PRAIRIE 111 105 1 106 95.50% 5 5/16/2018 

77 OWATONNA 556 503 6 509 91.55% 47 5/31/2018 

296 ELLENDALE 33 33 -1 32 96.97% 1 4/26/2018 

STEELE COUNTY TOTALS   700 641 6 647 92.43% 53 5/31/2018 

75 NEW RICHLAND 58 52 1 53 91.38% 5 2/28/2018 

228 WASECA 342 318 1 319 93.27% 23 5/31/2018 

281 JANESVILLE 102 95 3 98 96.08% 4 2/8/2018 

587 WALDORF 22 26 1 27 122.73% -5 5/10/2018 

WASECA COUNTY TOTALS   524 491 6 497 94.85% 27 5/31/2018 

AREA TWO TOTALS   1915 1762 27 1789 93.42% 126 5/31/2018 

40 LANESBORO 106 103 1 104 98.11% 2 5/10/2018 

68 SPRING VALLEY 85 80 1 81 95.29% 4 3/30/2018 

81 HARMONY 34 32 1 33 97.06% 1 2/16/2018 

94 RUSHFORD 134 119 1 120 89.55% 14 4/18/2018 

166 PRESTON 76 65 2 67 88.16% 9 2/16/2018 

197 CHATFIELD 50 49 1 50 100.00% 0 1/8/2018 

299 MABEL 179 179 -3 176 98.32% 3 4/26/2018 

369 WYKOFF 19 1 17 18 94.74% 1 11/23/2017 

400 CANTON 13 6 6 12 92.31% 1 12/14/2017 

file:///C:/
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Legion Members: 
 
   Two more good turn in's like the last one, and we will have enough to get another delegate. But we shouldn't have too, we should al-
ready be past that point. WE(your post) needs new members or you will not last, one member a year will not keep you going when your 
losing anywhere from 5- 10 or more each year, the numbers just don't jive, even if you reach your goal still keep recruiting, sigh them up 
for another Post but get that person into the American Legion... 
     We are at 94.28%, and still need two posts to get back to goal that lost a couple. That's what happens when you get to goal @ quit 
and then for some reason you lose a member, don't ever stop recruiting.  Stop and think where our Army, Navy, Marines @ even Air 
Force would be without recruiting. (forgot Coast Guard). 
     Let's really try in the next couple of weeks to get that delegate and the highest percentage that we can if we can't  have the highest 
percentage, let’s go down fighting  and we will show them that next year we are the district to try and beat again. 
 
Gary Miller  Membership 

492 FOUNTAIN 15 8 7 15 100.00% 0 1/8/2018 

526 PETERSON 37 37 1 38 102.70% -1 4/18/2018 

544 OSTRANDER 29 26 1 27 93.10% 2 5/24/2018 

637 WHALEN 15 12 1 13 86.67% 2 12/7/2017 

FILLMORE COUNTY TOTALS   792 717 37 754 95.20% 38 5/31/2018 

191 CALEDONIA 170 161 2 163 95.88% 7 5/16/2018 

249 SPRING GROVE 162 155 1 156 96.30% 6 5/10/2018 

423 HOUSTON 113 114 1 115 101.77% -2 5/2/2018 

498 HOKAH 20 17 3 20 100.00% 0 4/26/2018 

595 LA CRESCENT 324 299 16 315 97.22% 9 5/24/2018 

HOUSTON COUNTY TOTALS   789 746 23 769 97.47% 20 5/31/2018 

AREA THREE TOTALS   1581 1463 60 1523 96.33% 58 5/31/2018 

56 ALBERT LEA 678 621 3 624 92.04% 54 5/24/2018 

264 GLENVILLE 87 78 1 79 90.80% 8 5/2/2018 

266 HARTLAND 15 1 14 15 100.00% 0 9/14/2017 

317 EMMONS 72 60 2 62 86.11% 10 12/7/2017 

404 ALDEN 109 101 10 111 101.83% -2 3/15/2018 

552 FREEBORN 38 36 2 38 100.00% 0 11/9/2017 

FREEBORN COUNTY TOTALS   999 897 32 929 92.99% 70 5/31/2018 

91 AUSTIN 610 541 5 546 89.51% 64 5/24/2018 

105 LYLE 92 88 1 89 96.74% 3 4/12/2018 

140 GRAND MEADOW 50 45 1 46 92.00% 4 3/15/2018 

146 ADAMS 219 198 7 205 93.61% 14 4/26/2018 

161 LEROY 66 62 -1 61 92.42% 5 4/26/2018 

570 AUSTIN SPAM 5 5 1 6 120.00% -1 8/23/2017 

MOWER COUNTY TOTALS   1042 939 14 953 91.46% 89 5/31/2018 

AREA  FOUR  TOTALS   2041 1836 46 1882 92.21% 159 5/31/2018 

1111 DAKOTA 51 39 -39 0 0.00% 0 5/10/2018 

DISTRICT ONE TOTALS   8953 8288 161 8449 94.37% 504 5/31/2018 

         

                                                                
AREA   VICE  COMMANDERS                                                                         

AREA ONE   3365 3227 28 3255 96.73% 110 5/31/2018 

AREA TWO   1915 1762 27 1789 93.42% 126 5/31/2018 

AREA THREE   1581 1463 60 1523 96.33% 58 5/31/2018 

AREA FOUR   2041 1836 46 1882 92.21% 159 5/31/2018 
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              FIRST DISTRICT COMMANDER 

                         LES SHAUNCE’S 

                  PROJECT  FOR  THE  YEAR 

                              

 A SIX PASSENGER GOLF CART FOR THE STATE 

VETERANS CEMETERY IN PRESTON, MN.                                                                                           

TO BE USED TO TRANSPORT FAMILY MEMBERS TO 

THE GRAVE SITES OF THEIR LOVED ONES. 
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       Pictures of the Moving Viet Nam Wall at the fairgrounds in Austin, MN  
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    Auxiliary  Contacts 

 

 

President 

Cheryl Nymann 
130  1st  St SW 
Plainview, MN  55964 
507-202-0115 
cheryljnymann@gmail.com 
 
 Secretary  

Jill Mueller 
548  East  10th  St 
St Charles, MN    55972 
507-932-4301 
jilly1026@Gmail.com 
                                           

Membership / First Vice 

Michelle Weaver 
1303  Kane  St 
La Crosse, WI   54603 
608-615-1076 
weaver.michelle595@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer  

Audrey Farnsworth 
302  1st  St  E 
Stewartville, MN   55976 
507-533-4454 
harlee@charter.net 
 

       F IRST  DISTRICT  AUXILIARY NEWS                                                                     

It hardly seems as if it is actually he last newsletter of my term as your ALA Dis-

trict President.  I feel so very blessed to have been in service to the District in 

this capacity.  I thoroughly enjoyed the year, the friendships which have been 

nurtured, and of course serving our veterans in this capacity.   

There are so many thank you’s which need to be named, that I don’t want to 

leave anyone out.  First and foremost, thank you to all of the Units in our Dis-

trict for their dedication to our District and it’s service to our veterans.  YOU 

are who make the organization successful for our veterans and communities.  

Special thank you to the Units who invited me to all the dinners, meetings, and 

special events which you have sponsored.  I also give my heartfelt thanks to the 

Units and individuals for their generous donations to my two projects (Hastings 

Veterans Home Greenhouse and Project New Hope).  I am still just over $200 

short of my $5,000 goal.  The good news is, that you can still donate towards it.  

Just let myself or Audrey Farnsworth know!!  

I also praise God for the excellent support I have received from mentors, the 

Executive Board, and the Committee Chairs who all made this such a successful 

year.  The District Annual Conference went very smoothly, and I thank all who 

attended.  Next up is the Department  Convention July 19-21in Rochester; right 

smack dab in the middle of our District, sure hope you are planning on attend-

ing.  This year our great state of Minnesota is fortunate to host the National 

Convention in Minneapolis August 24-30. 

I am happy to report to you all that next years’ District ALA President Michelle 

Weaver has a full slate of officers, with some new faces that will be joining her 

on the Executive Board; please give your support and prayers to the incoming 

team that will be leading the 1st District ALA next year.   

I ran across this story and would like to share it with everyone.  You will also 

find some photos after it of District Convention in Winona……..thanks again 

Winona Post and Unit for hosting us all!! 

Blessings and Peace to all, 
Cheryl Nymann, 
Outgoing District 1 President 
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Earning Your Desk 

 
A True Story -- Author unknown 
Back in September of 2005, on the first day of school, Martha Cothren, a social studies school teacher at Robinson High 
School in Little Rock, did something not to be forgotten. On the first day of school, with permission of the school super-
intendent, the principal and the building supervisor, she took all of the desks out of the classroom. The kids came into 
first period, they walked in, there were no desks. They obviously looked around and said, "Ms. Cothren, where's our 
desks?" 

And she said, "You can't have a desk until you tell me how you earn them." 

They thought, "Well, maybe it's our grades." 

"No," she said. 

"Maybe it's our behavior." 

And she told them, "No, it's not even your behavior." 

And so they came and went in the first period, still no desks in the classroom. Second period, same thing, third period. 
By early afternoon television news crews had gathered in Ms. Cothren's class to find out about this crazy teacher who 
had taken all the desks out of the classroom. The last period of the day, Martha Cothren gathered her class. 

They were at this time sitting on the floor around the sides of the room. And she says, "Throughout the day no one has 
really understood how you earn the desks that sit in this classroom ordinarily." She said, "Now I'm going to tell you." 

Martha Cothren went over to the door of her classroom and opened it, and as she did 27 U.S. veterans, wearing their 
uniforms, walked into that classroom, each one carrying a school desk. And they placed those school desks in rows, and 
then they stood along the wall. And by the time they had finished placing those desks, those kids - for the first time I 
think perhaps in their lives - understood how they earned those desks. 

Martha said, "You don't have to earn those desks. These guys did it for you. They put them out there for you, but it's up 
to you to sit here responsibly to learn, to be good students and good citizens, because they paid a price for you to have 
that desk, and don't ever forget it." 

In 2006, the Veterans of Foreign Wars named Martha Cothren their "Teacher of the Year." 

http://www.snopes.com/glurge/nodesks.asp
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Pictures of the First District Convention at Winona American Legion Post 9 on this page and the 

following two also  
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                           FROM YOUR AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

 

1st district did wonderful this year as of the May 23, 2018 report we are 5th position with 87.92%.  The main 

goal of our Department Chairman Mary Kuperus was to make “membership meaningful, engage members, be 

positive and have fun.” The best way I think to do that is to let people know who we are and what we do and 

branding wear your shirts, pins, poppies all the time.  Trust me people will ask!  We did divide the District in to 

pods (areas) as the Legion has been doing.  Final totals for them were: 

            Pod One 84.52%-4th Place-Jill Mueller 

            Pod Two 90.08%-2nd Place-Audrey Erwin-$25.00 gift card 

            Pod Three 117.59%-1st Place-Rachel Hanson-$50.00 gift card 

            Pod Four 85.78%-3rd Place-Sandy Fredrickson 

I appreciate all the help these ladies did.  I do believe we should consider this in the future as we get younger 

members moving up the chairs they have busy life and being able to have someone else check on units strug-

gling is helpful. 

We also had three Units that exceed their goal: 

            Wykoff 105.88% 10/2/2017 

            Millville 102.00% 1/3/2018 

            Waseca 100.84% 4/24/2018 

            Lanesboro 100.00% 5/14/2018 

Trophies: 

1.      The Marie Goede Membership Trophy is awarded at the District Convention to the Unit attaining the 

greatest increase in number of members by the first Department Membership Bulletin in May in each 

administrative year. 
Unit 579 Millville increase of 7 members 

2.      The Lynette Hillman Wolff Membership Trophy is to be awarded at the District Convention to the 

Unit attaining the greatest percentage of increase in Junior Membership of the previous year, as 

of Wednesday the week of District Convention. 
Unit 333 Kasson increase of 6 Junior Members 
3.      The Carol Kruger Membership Trophy is to be awarded to the first Unit to reach goal. 

Unit 369 Wykoff on 10/2/2017 

Thank you for a wonderful year it has been a pleasure being your 
Membership Chairman. 
I am looking forward to a great year next year.  I do still have a num-
ber of chairmanships open for the upcoming year if you are interest-
ed let me know. It is a wonderful way to get involved on the District 
Level. 
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    SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN   LEGION   NEWS 

COMMANDER 

Dave Nelson 

 

Albert Lea, MN    

507-383-1115 

Didavemn@gmail.com 

 

ADJUTANT 

Gary Weaver 

29 North Elm St 

LaCrescent, MN  55947 

507-450-9580 

gweaver@acegroup.cc 

 

EAST  SIDE VICE  COMMANDER 

Jeremiah Oeltjen 

 

Stewartville, MN 

 

WEST SIDE VICE COMMANDER 

Ron Wolff 

1213 Clear Lake Dr 

Waseca, MN   55903 

507-456-3817 

ronwolff@gmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Tim Weaver 

1303 Kane St 

LaCrosse, WI    54603 

608-304-6532 

timweaver595@gmail.com 

 

 

           SQUADRON 92, ROCHESTER, MN MONTHLY EVENT 

SAL Fish and Chicken Dinner. 

The Third Friday of each month  - September thru  May. 

At the Legion Post 92  Club in Rochester. 

$11.00  for all you can eat. 

Greetings fellow family members! 
 
 
To all of our American Legion Family, 
Where has the year gone? It's crazy to think my year is almost up. It has been 
an honor to serve you as Commander again. I had a few goals that I wanted to 
hit this year. Some we have came close to hitting, and others not so much. All in 
all, I think it was a great year, with great memories made! To everyone who has 
helped make it a great year, thank you! However, we need to remember, that it 
isn't just a year, it's an organization. No matter what year it is, we need to strive 
to make the organization better. To make our programs better. To make our 
responsibilities to our veterans and their families better. To make our bond as 
an American Legion Family better. 
This will not be my farewell to our family, as I will continue to strive to make my 
connection to our Legion Family better. As everyone knows, I am one of the 
staff at our annual camporee, I would love to see more of our first district sup-
port this great fundraiser for Legionville. If you are willing to come up and help, 
we would love to have you.  
I know our incoming District Commander Tim, will do everything he can to con-
tinue improving our footprint in the Legion Family, and continue to work on 
building our programs. I will be his membership director for the upcoming year, 
so I will still be riding everyone about membership.  
Thanks again to my mom for coming with to events. To Commander Les for a 
great year, and a ride or two. To Cheryl for a great year and for all the fun we 
had. And thank you to my officers, without whom a year would not be so suc-
cessful.  
Finally thanks again to all of the members of the First District American Legion 
Family! 
 
David Kenneth Nelson 
1st District S.A.L. Commander 
2017-2018 
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      AMERICAN  LEGION  RIDERS    

 RIDERS CONTACT INFORMATION 

  

 DIRECTOR            
Dennis Lewison  

68127  150th St 

Adams, MN 55909 

507/440/6067                        

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
Dale Nicholson 

Glenville, MN  

SECRETARY 

Tonia Bettermann 

1625 Crest View Lane 

Owatonna, MN 

507/456/2315 

SGT AT ARMS 
Jim Rinehart 

28006  US Hwy 218 

Austin, MN 

612/991/4699 

HISTORIAN 

Kassy Bettermann 
1625 Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN 

 

CHAPLAIN 
Dan Klingfus 

Austin, MN  55912 

507/573/2329 

ROAD CAPTAIN 
Joe Smillie 

1001  7th St NW 

Austin, MN   55912 

641/590/3522 

 

 

 

 

     Above and below Austin Post 91 ALR members paying tribute and 

thanking veterans at Pinrest retirement home on Memorial Day. 
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Roe Naylor of Austin ALR pre-

senting a check to a parent to 

help his son with his eagle scout 

project. 

Albert Lea  

ALR members during the Pa-

triot ride.  
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The Wall that Heals Volunteers Needed 
 Twin Cities PBS – TPT and Minnesota Remembers Vietnam are hosting The Wall That Heals Thursday, June 21 through Sunday, 
June 24 on the grounds of the State Capitol in St. Paul, MN. This brand-new version of the Wall is a traveling, 3/4–scaled replica of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. Since its original dedication in 1996, The Wall has been displayed in nearly 
600 communities throughout the nation.  The Wall is free and open to the public and will be open 24 hours a day, beginning at 9 
a.m. on Thursday, June 21 and ending in the mid-afternoon on Sunday, June 24. In addition to the Wall itself, there will be program-
ming throughout the weekend. (For a list of our scheduled events, visit MNVietnam.org/wall 

Volunteers Needed! 
We wanted to offer you the chance to be a part of this amazing event! As a volunteer you will have the opportunity to experience 
The Wall while giving back and serving the community. Duties may include but are not limited to: greeting and welcoming guests, 
assisting visitors in locating names on the Wall, helping complete rubbings of engraved names, giving directions, answering ques-
tions, and providing informational material to visitors. We are looking for individual and groups. In order to qualify as a group, you 
must be able to register a minimum of 6 people, at least 15 years in age, for at least one of the same shift. 
  
Shifts 
Shifts are available in 4-hour blocks. Your group is welcome sign up for multiple blocks. T-shirts will be provided for you, as well as 
a private volunteer area with water, snacks, and a dedicated space to reflect. There is not a designated volunteer parking lot, but 
there are several lots and parking areas nearby. The Capitol grounds are also easily accessible by Metro Transit. 
  
Training 
Training will take place on Wednesday, June 20 beginning at 5:30 p.m. and will last approximately 2 hours. Please make every rea-
sonable effort to attend as it will not only make your volunteering experience much more enjoyable, but there are also forms and 
waivers that MUST be filled out prior to your volunteering.   
  
Accessibility 
If you have mobility/accessibility concerns (or any other questions) about volunteering, please contact Samantha Grangaard, Volun-
teer Coordinator, at sgrangaard@tpt.org. Please let Samantha know if you have any questions about this opportunity. 

We are looking forward to this event and hope to see you there! 
  
To sign up to volunteer, please go to the link below: 
https://www.tpt.org/support/volunteer/ 
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