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    Legion   Contacts 

 

Commander 

Dale Wellik 

17941  Cty Hwy 34 

Dodge Center, MN 55927 

507-374-2766 or 507-421-5674 

 

Adjutant 

Wayne Hammon  Jr 

115 East Cabot St 

LeRoy, MN  55951 

507/696/2707 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

 

Membership 

Myron Ehrich 

220 Irvin St 

West Concord, MN 55985 

507-527-2578 or 507-259-5261 

  

  

Chaplain 

Larry Otto 

14758SW  52nd  Ave 

Ellendale, MN   56026 

507-475-1023 

larryandem2@gmail.com 
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                IMPORTANT  DATES 

 

 August 18, 2019—The district picnic 

is Sunday August 18th , in Dodge 

Center at the West park, 1st Street 

and 4th Ave NW. The Legion is the 

back up in case of inclement weath-

er which is 3 blocks north of the 

park. The park is alcohol free. Pot-

luck and meat is furnished. 

September 7, 2019—The Depart-

ment Harvest Rally at Legionville. It 

will be part of “Camp-O-Ree”. 

Please check out the flyers as there 

are a couple of American Legion 

Rides coming up along with a memo-

rial dedication in Elba, MN.  

 

  

      VICE—COMMANDER    INFORMATION 

Area One   -  Mark Maloney 
                        2315 Park Lane SE 
                        Rochester, MN   55904 
                        507-513-1582 
                        markmaloney1962@gmail.com 
 
Area Two  -  Mike Parry 
                       601  13th  Ave  SE 
                       Waseca, MN    56093 
                       507-382-8447 
                       mparry57@gmail.com 
                     
Area Three   -  James Westby 
                           614 East Fillmore Ave 
                           Mabel, MN  55947 
                           507-206-9542 
                           westby@mabeltel.coop 
                 
Area  Four   -   Mary Hanson 
                           1701 4th Ave SW 
                           Austin, MN  55912 
                           507-440-3606 
                           mfhanson52@charter.net 
                              



2  

 2 

       From your 1st District Legion Chaplain   

 
    To the 1st District American Legion Family, I start this newsletter with 2 

Bible verses from Psalms and Proverbs.  Psalm 33:12 states “Blessed is the 

nation whose God is the Lord” and from Proverbs 22:6, “Train children in the 

ways they should go and when they are old, they will not turn from it.” 

 While at the State Legion Convention in Willmar, I happened upon 

an article in the local newspaper, (West Central Tribune, July 12, 2019),  enti-

tled “America is Greater than ‘Just Ok’” by Marc A. Thiessen.  He quotes a 

New York Times video that challenges the mythology of America’s greatness.  

It states that “America may have once been the greatest but today is just 

ok.” 

 He makes a great case for America from our founding fathers to our 

present day military power.  Because of America, in World War 1 and 2 and 

up until today Mr. Thiessen states that, “4.1 billion people live in democra-

cies; of those who don’t, four out of five live in China.”  Every country that 

enjoys freedom today owes it to our founding fathers and the continued 

existence of their democracy to the U.S. military.  I continue to agree with 

Mr. Thiessen as he stated, “The men and women who flew those fighters 

and bombers over the mall, (Washington D.C.) last weekend, (4th of July), 

made it all possible.”  Furthermore, I’d like to add that every person who 

served in the military from day one until today have made it all possible. 

 If you’d like to see more of the article written by Marc A. Thiessen it 

can be found at opinion@wctrib.com or on Twitter , @marcthiessen. 

 Now you’re probably wondering about the 2 Bible verses men-

tioned at the beginning of this article.  In the founding documents of the 

American Legion, the Preamble begins with “For God and Country we associ-

ate……”.  Our founding fathers knew that without God first, this country and 

the American Legion would not succeed.  So let us always keep God in our 

hearts, minds, and prayers and teach our children the importance of God’s 

place in the workings of our great nation, so as they become leaders, our 

nation will continue to honor God and country. 

 Some of us have remained true to what we were taught as children.  

Others have chosen a different route and have forgotten what the founding 

fathers wanted for our country.  Let us make a stand with our voices and 

show support for those in uniform-- 

  

BECAUSE WE KNOWAMERICA IS MORE THAN JUST OK. 

IT IS GREAT. 

 

The United States of America is not without flaws, 

but we are still better than anything else out there. 

 

Till next time, in service to God and Country, 

 Larry H. Otto, 1st District Chaplain 

   

FROM THE COMMANDER’S PEN       

    Greetings from district commander Dale Wellik and the 
District American legion family. 
   Thank you for your vote and support now we need to 
continue to move forward in a positive way for a great 
year.! 
   Thank you vice commanders. Mary Hanson, James 
Westby, Mike Parry, Mark Maloney for getting the 1st 
district off the Goose egg, with the help of All of the posts 
for getting those first memberships in and the officers 
reports done and in before the deadline. A GREAT start!!! 
   The district picnic is Sunday August 18th , in Dodge Cen-
ter at the West park, 1st Street and 4th Ave NW. The Le-
gion is the back up in case of inclement weather which is 
3 blocks north of the park. The park is alcohol free. Pot-
luck and meat is furnished. 
All district family members are invited. Get the word out 
   The Legion riders will be accepting your donation to the 
American legion legacy scholarship fund also since they 
are not going to be having there ride this year. 
   We are continuing with the membership program from 
last year. Look for many membership updates from our 
membership chairman Myron Ehrich. 
   We, the American legion, have many programs and 
there's a program that everyone may help with. The list of 
program chairman will be in the district newsletter soon. 
Step up and help and support them. 
   We still need a Post to step forward to Host the District 
convention May 15-16 2020.  We need this information 
soon. Please call Wayne Hammon Jr the District Adjutant 
at 507-696-2707. or Dale Wellik District Commander 
at 507-421-5674.  Thank you. 
    Pray for our deployed troops and all that are serving 
and all that need help afterwards. Thank you. 
   Thank you Veterans for your service and family for the 
support you have for our Military. 
   Dale Wellik – First District Commander 

 

      Left— Outgoing District Commander turning over the gavel to In-

coming District Commander Dale Wellik at the Department Convention 

in Wilmar.   Thanks to Sy Fix for the photo. 

mailto:opinion@wctrib.com
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                   FROM  AREA  ONE    
 
Hello Area One – 1st District: 

    As I begin my term as Vice Commander Area 

1 I would like to express to all that it is my hon-

or and privilege to represent the American Le-

gion 1st District.   

  My goal for the upcoming year is to bring 

awareness to the public of what the benefits of 

becoming a member of the American Legion 

are.  My experience has been one of comradery 

and support.  As some of you know I am a com-

bat veteran who served during Desert Storm.  I 

have PTSD and strongly believe in helping oth-

ers as well as raising public awareness.  

   Wednesday, August 7th is Purple Heart Day.  It 

is also the day that the cities of Eyota & Dover 

will be recognized as Purple Heart Cities.  I in-

vite you to join in the Declaration Signing Cere-

mony at 6pm at the Eyota Legion.  Senator Car-

la Nelson will be the guest speaker.  Dover-

Eyota High School is scheduled to perform.  

Refreshments will be served afterwards.  

 Looking forward to this year.  God 

Bless.    

Area 1 Vice Commander, Mark Maloney 

           FROM  AREA  FOUR 

Hello Legion Family, 
    It was an honor to be elected as the 
Area 4 Vice Commander for this year. I 
have enjoyed delivering the membership 
packets and getting to know people at 
the posts in the area. Good news - we 
are off the goose egg. I was happy to be 
able to support our District Commander 
Dale Wellik in this endeavor. It was a 
total team effort to get it done. 
   I attended the District Convention in 
Willmar, July 11th - 13th. It was very 
informative and it was nice to see old 
friends. 
   Please be sure to attend the district 
picnic in Dodge Center on August 18th. 
The details will be in this newsletter. Mr. 
Kellogg has requested that the area vice 
commanders help him cook. It will be a 
good time. 
   I will be attending the National Con-
vention in Indianapolis this month. I will 
pass on the information that comes out 
of the meetings. 
   Big news with the passing of the Legion 
Act. Once it is signed we all need to go 
out and capture all of the members that 
were not eligible before. We really need 

   

MEDICAL   EQUIPMENT   AVAILIABLE 

Kasson Post 333 has a over supply of med-

ical equipment which includes hospital 

beds with mattresses,  wheel chairs (both 

regular and electric), motorized scooters 

and much more. If interested please call 

Richard Denny at 507—259—2081 for 

more information. 

         FROM AREA TWO 

Greetings to Area 2-1st District Legion 
Family members, 
    As your new Vice Commander, I’m look-
ing forward to visiting each of your up-
coming Post meetings.  I ‘m eager to learn 
more about each of the Posts over time 
and how we can work together to build 
new memberships and retain our current 
members.  To help you get to know your 
new Vice Commander , let me take a brief 
few lines to give you some background.  I 
was born in Albert Lea (1953) to 38 year 
Veteran & POW First Sergeant Joseph & 
Lorraine Parry.  Served from 1971-
1978.  Careers included Radio Broad-
casting (Ownership & Management) Police 
Officer & Deputy Sheriff.  Past Waseca City 
Council Member and Past Minnesota State 
Senator served as Chairman of State Gov-
ernment Innovation and Veterans Policy & 
Finance.  Raised a daughter, Michelle and 
a son, Dustin who between them gave me 
three beautiful granddaughters and two 
grandsons.  That’s a quick snapshot of 
your new Vice Commander.  Please con-
tact me with any questions or ways I can 
help your Post. 
Regards,  
Mike Parry 
Area 2 Vice Commander 
601 13th Avenue S.E. 
Waseca, MN  56093 
mparry57@gmail.com 
1-507-382-8447 

           FROM AREA THREE 

 Vice Commander  

District 1 

    James Westby, a Legion member 

for 51 years of Post 299 Mabel. Has 

been married for 42 years to Brenda. 

Have three kids Shannon, Clare and 

Carl and 4 grandsons and 1 grand-

daughter that keep me busy. 

   World War I Memorial Celebration 

at Preston on July 15, 2019 at 1800 

hours. The celebration include a pa-

rade of flags representing the vari-

ous military organization in Fillmore 

County. All other military personnel, 

retired or Active members were 

asked to master around the main 

entrance. A great showing of color. A 

short program include Staff Sargent 

Nathan Pike, Olmsted County Veter-

ans Service office. The National An-

them was performed by Johnny Hol-

liday (Air Force). Speakers were Josh 

Krage representing recent Veterans 

and Col. Joe O’Connor representing 

older retired veterans. FJ Anders 

Field was reached by Hannah 

Schneekloth, Mabel-Canton Girls 

State Representative. Navy Riverine 

Forest was on Display and the Legion 

Riders. I want to thank everyone for 

a great celebration to recognize the 

78 men who were from Fillmore 

County that lost their lives in World 

War I. 

   Would like to congratulate the City 

of Preston and its Legion VFW to be 

Named Purple Heart City. Great Job 

Done! 

James Westby, Semper FI 

1-District 

       AREA FOUR CONTINUED 

to go out and capture all of the mem-
bers that were not eligible before. We 
really need to use this to our advantage 
and boost our membership. 
   I look forwarded to meeting more 
members in Area 4 and supporting the 
posts in any way I can. 
Mary Hanson 
Area 4 Vice Commander 

    Question  for everyone 

I am changing the format of 

the newsletter from horizon-

tal articles to column . Hope-

fully we might be able to cut 

down on the number of pag-

es.  Let me know what you 

think. 

mailto:mparry57@gmail.com
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Americanism 
Mary Hanson 
1701  4th  Ave SW  -  Austin, MN   55912 
507-440-3606 
mfhanson52@charter.net 

American Education Week 
Ralph Schneekloth 
40621 130th  St  -  Mabel, MN  55954 
507-493-5705   or  507-438-6319 
schneeklothr@gmail.com 

American Legion Baseball 
Scott McCready 
1481  Northern Hill Ct  - St Charles, MN -  
55972 
507-932-3311 
smccready@schs.k12.mn.us 

Adult Sports 
Guy Hansen 
306 E 13th St  -  St Charles, MN  -  55972 
507-932-8445        or     507-254-1996 
hansenguy@yahoo.com 

Blood Program 
Myron Ehrich 
220  Irvin  St  -  West Concord, MN  -  55985 
507-527-2578       or     507-259-5261 

Boy Scouts 
Peter Larson 
10512  55th St SE  -  Eyota, MN  55934 
507-421-7043 
peterlarsonscouting@gmail.com 

Boys State 
Glenn Mueller 
548  E  10th  St  -  St Charles, MN  -  55972 
507-932-4301       or      507-316-3977 
glm01311962@gmail.com 

Brain Science 
James Kellogg 
17353  710th  Ave  -  Taopi, MN  -  55977 
507-582-3285       or      507-438-1123 
jamesck@gmail.com 

Children & Youth 
Myron Ehrich 
220 Irvin St  -  West Concord, MN   -  55985 
507-527-2578   or   507-259-5261 

Employment 
George Gunderson 
PO Box 125  -  Dodge Center, MN    55927 
507-951-0346 
georgegunderson@gmail.com 

Energy & Conservation 
Brian Medinnus 
1813  3rd Ave NE  -  Austin, MN  -  
55912 
507-434-7441  or  507-219-7188        
minnkid58@gmail.com 

Jr Shooting Sports 
Jay Johnson 
19950 Gates Coulee Dr  -  Houston, MN – 
55943 
507-896-4083       or          608-790-4703 
jjohnson@trane.com 

Law and Order 
Richard Skillestad 
219  6th  St  SW   -   Eyota, MN   -   
55934 
507-545-2885    or     507-250-
5329 

Legislative 
Les Shaunce     
528  Alice Ave  -  Albert Lea, MN  -  56007 
507-373-0134   or  507-402-4878 
lshaunce@smig.net 

Legion Riders 
Dennis Lewison 
68127   150th  St  -Adams, MN    55909 
507-582-3390     or    507-440-6067 
diewe@frontier.com 

Legionville 
Glenn Mueller 
548  East 10th  St - St Charles, MN   55972 
507-932-4301          or        507-316-3977 
glm01311962@gmail.com  

National Security & Foreign Relations 
Gary Miller                                                      
PO Box 151  -  Eyota, MN  55934 
507-545-2703 
gmusmc32@yahoo.com 

Public Relations 
Wayne Hammon Jr 
115  East Cabot St  -  LeRoy, MN  55951 
507-696-2707 
1stadjutant@gmail.com 
Tony Loecher 
302  23rd  Ave  SW   -  Rochester, MN  -   
55902 
507-358-6389 
tony@loecherfamily.net 
Dale Nicholson 
1913  Johnson St  -  Albert Lea, MN  -  56007 
319-207-2486 
dale.nicholson2@gmail.com 

Post Development 
Dale Wellik 
17941 Cty Hwy 34 - Dodge Center, MN 55927 
507-374-2766  or  507-421-5674 
treeson34@gmail.com 
Les Shaunce 
528 Alice Ave -  Albert Lea, MN - 56007 
507-373-0134    or  507-402-4878 
lshaunce@smig.net 
Wayne Hammon Jr 
115  East  Cabot  St     -  LeRoy. MN  -   55951 
507-696-2707 

Gaming 
Chuck Kruger 
215  Frontier  Rd  SW  -  Byron, MN   -  55920 
507-775-2366          or           507-259-8003 
chulukru@gmail.com 

Oratorical 
Sy Fix 
1930 County 3    -   Brownsville, MN   -  55919 
507-482-6226 or 507-313-3376 
papafixone@gmail.com 

Resolutions 
Rich Gosse 
1136   6th  St  W  - Wabasha, MN    -  55981 
651-565-4687       
rcgosse@hbci.com 

Steering  
Bill Goede 
630  3rd  Ave  NW  -  Plainview, MN  -  55964 
507-534-2931           or        507-259-7595 
wgoede62@embarqmail.com 
Chuck Kruger 
215  Frontier Rd SW    -   Byron, MN  -   55920  
507-775-2366          or         507-259-8003 
chulukru@gmail.com 
James Kellogg 
17353  710th  Ave   -   Taopi, MN  - 55977 
507-582-3285   or  507-438-1123 

SAL Advisor 
Brian Medinnus 
1813   3rd  Ave  NE  - Austin, MN   - 55912 
507-434-7441    or   507-219-7188 
minnkid58@gmail.com 

Veteran Affairs & Rehab 
Roland Hanson 
2002   10th   St  SW  - Austin, MN  - 55912 
507-438-6573 
lorohanson@outlook.com 

       LEGION  COMMITTEE CHAIRMANS   
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 FROM   YOUR MEMBERSHIP  DIRECTOR 

 

    Thank you from your membership direc-

tor Myron Ehrich.  

    I would like to start with a big Thank You 

to the District Vice Commanders, Area 

One—Mark Maloney, Area Two—Mike Par-

ry, Area  Three—James Westby and Area 

Four Mary Hanson.  

   They worked hard to get membership in 

from all the posts in their area.  

   Also I need to thank all the posts in the 

First District for working with the Vice Com-

mander. 

   We are now off the “Goose Egg” for the 

year but the work has just begun. So lets 

keep it going for the entire year. 

   Once again I would like say Thank You 

one and all for a job well done. 

    See you at the District picnic at Dodge 

Center on August 18th. 

    Your Membership Director 

     Myron Ehrich. 

In a significant legislative victory for The American Legion, President Trump signed a 
bill July 30 that declares the United States has been in a state of war since Dec. 7, 
1941. 

The American Legion sought the declaration as a way to honor approximately 1,600 
U.S. servicemembers who were killed or wounded during previously undeclared peri-
ods of war. 

The LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get Involved In Opportunities for National Service Act) 
also opens the door for approximately 6 million veterans to access American Legion 
programs and benefits for which they previously had not been eligible. 

“Recognizing the service of these wartime veterans is the right thing do and it is long 
overdue,” National Commander Brett Reistad said. “The families of those who were 
killed or wounded during these wartime acts should take pride in knowing that we 
recognize their sacrifice and service. Moreover, we are proud to welcome any of the 
six million living veterans from the previously unrecognized periods into our organiza-
tion and call them ‘Legionnaires.’” 

Now that the legislation has been signed, The American Legion’s eligibility criteria 
immediately changes from seven war eras to two: April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, and 
Dec. 7, 1941 to a time later determined by the federal government. No other re-
strictions to American Legion membership are changed. 

The law’s journey began on Feb. 14 when Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., introduced S. 
504, along with Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C. A companion measure, H.R. 1641, was intro-
duced in the House by Reps. Lou Correa, D-Calif., and Ben Cline, R-Va. 

Reistad expressed gratitude to the bipartisan members of Congress for passing the 
legislation. 

“We are grateful that President Trump fully acknowledges the importance of The 
American Legion by signing the LEGION Act in the White House today – just one week 
after it passed the House of Representatives,” Reistad said. “In an era of partisan grid-
lock, Republicans and Democrats in Congress overwhelmingly recognized the im-
portance of allowing thousands of honorable but previously ineligible veterans the 
right to join the largest and most influential veterans organization in the country.” 

Reistad pointed out that existing American Legion membership applications are in the 

process of being updated but can still be used. “In the meantime, I recommend that 

prospective Legionnaires and recruiters write ‘LEGION Act’ in the eligibility date sec-

tion of American Legion membership applications if they fall outside the previous war 

eras,” Reistad said. “The larger pool of veterans now eligible for The American Legion 

will also open their family members to eligibility in the Sons of the American Legion 

and American Legion Auxiliary as well.” 

    ADJUTANT’S   CCOMENTS 

   To the right is a picture of the 

President signing the “LEGION ACT 

BILL”.  

   Please take time to read the arti-

cle below the picture and on the 

following page as this is very im-

portant information for the entire 

legion family as it has to do with 

changing the eligibility for mem-

bership in the legion which will 

also affect the Auxiliary and the 

Sons of the American Legion.  
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         MORE  INFORMATION ON THE LEGION ACT SIGNED BY PRESIDENT TRUMP 

With President Trump’s signature on the LEGION Act, the extension of the ongoing declared period of war was extended 
back to Dec. 7, 1941. The congressionally approved act is a way to honor thousands of veterans who were killed or wounded 
on duty during periods not previously considered a time of war. 
“Finally Congress has acknowledged the service and sacrifice of at least 1,600 veterans who died or were wounded in previ-
ously undeclared periods of war,” said American Legion National Judge Advocate Kevin Bartlett. “This new law honors the 
memories of those veterans while allowing other veterans from those previously undeclared eras to receive all the American 
Legion benefits they have earned through their service.” 
The LEGION Act - Let Everyone Get Involved in Opportunities for National Service Act — also redefines The American Legion’s 
membership eligibility dates. The eligibility now span from Dec. 7, 1941, until a time when the U.S. is no longer at war, as 
determined by Congress. 
Here are answers to 11 key questions about the new law and what it means for The American Legion. 
Question: How does this change the eligibility requirements for The American Legion? 
Answer: The only change is that Congress has reduced the number of eligibility periods from seven to two. They are April 6, 
1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941, and continuing. No other restrictions are changed. 
Question: What’s the impact on veterans who previously were not eligible for American Legion membership? 
Answer: Veterans who were honorably discharged but whose service did not fall into the previous defined war eras may now 
join The American Legion immediately. To do so, eligible members may sign up at www.legion.org/join. 
Question: I am among the veterans who were not allowed to join previously, so why do you want me now? 
Answer: The American Legion’s founding fathers believed, “a veteran is a veteran,” an axiom that has held true throughout 
the organization’s more than century of service. Some veterans were ineligible to join because of the war eras that were de-
fined by Congress. The recent bill passage and president’s signature changed that. 
Question: So how does this differentiate The American Legion from AMVETS? 
Answer: The American Legion’s eligibility criteria states that veterans must have served during “wartime.” When Congress 
decides the U.S. is no longer in a state of war, the Legion’s membership eligibility period will close, while AMVETS will still be 
open to those who served. 
Question: How does this affect the Sons of The American Legion (SAL)? 
Answer: The Sons’ eligibility criteria will change along with that of The American Legion. Any son or grandson of a living 
American Legion member will be able to join the SAL program. (Sons and grandsons of deceased veterans are also eligible.) 
For example, a son of a veteran who served between 1985 and 1988 previously would not have been eligible. With the ex-
tension of the war period, that veteran would immediately be eligible for The American Legion and the son would be able to 
join the SAL. 
Question: How does this affect the eligibility for the American Legion Auxiliary? 
Answer: This follows the same concept as the SAL, as noted previously. Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary is cur-
rently open to grandmothers, mothers, sisters, wives, and adopted female descendants of eligible veterans. 
Question: How does this affect membership for departments, districts and posts? 
Answer: This change opens up American Legion membership to thousands more veterans who likely live in your communi-
ties. They may become members immediately. 
Question: The current membership applications don’t address the eligibility change. How do we process those members? 
Answer: New membership materials will be developed and provided as quickly as possible. Until then, it is recommended 
that prospective members from a previously undocumented war era write “Other Conflicts” in the eligibility date section and 
send it in to their department with the appropriate dues. 
Question: What steps should departments, districts and posts focus on? 
Answer: A good first step would be to review all recruiting materials to look for eligibility dates. Information on electronic 
media (websites, social media channels, etc.) should be changed immediately. It is up to departments to decide on the best 
way to handle printed materials, while updated ones are being produced. 
Question: How does this change the Paid Up For Life program? 
Answer: There are no changes to the PUFL program, though the newly eligible members would be able to become PUFLs. To 
learn more about the program, visit https://www.legion.org/PUFL 
Question: Who can I contact for more information about this change as it applies to membership and recruiting? 
Answer: Contact the national Membership Division. Visit this web page to find the representative in your state. https://

https://www.legion.org/membership/246557/legion-act-signed-law
http://www.legion.org/join
https://www.legion.org/PUFL
https://www.legion.org/membership/contactus
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       Here is the Post Consolidated Report that was sent to me by Sy Fix who is on the American  
      Committee for the Department of Minnesota. The actual due date was the end of July but 

the Department of Minnesota will accept them until October 2019 so the chairman can give a 

complete report at Fall Conference. If your post does not have a check with a yellow box your 

CPR has not been submitted. Please check this out as it is very important information with is 

used to help National push for veteran’s bills going through congress. If you need some help ei-

ther get a hold of District Adjutant Wayne Hammon Jr, the District Commander Dale Wellik or 

the District Americanism Chairman Mary Hanson.  
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Auxiliary  Contacts 

 

President 

Wanda Prescher 

3321  Vista View Ct SW 

Rochester, MN  55902 

507-280-4027 

w.prescher@kmwb.net 

 

Secretary  

Sharon Hammon 

115 East Cabot St 

LeRoy, MN  55951 

507-923-7205 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

 

 Membership / First Vice 

Tonia Betterman 

1625  Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

507-456-2315 

bettm88@outlook.com 

 

Treasurer  

Audrey Farnsworth 

302 1st St E, Stewartville, MN  55976 

507-533-4454 

harlee@charter.net 

       F IRST  DISTRICT  AUXILIARY NEWS                                                                     

  

                                FROM  YOUR PRESIDENT’S  DESK 
 
 
 
   Hope everyone is enjoying their summer!  A little about myself, I am a ALA mem-
ber and president of Unit 164 in Stewartville. 
   I am eligible through my grandfather, father, and late husband.  My two sons are 
SAL members in Stewartville. 
   I look forward to an exciting year, getting to meet new members and visiting your 
Units! You only have to ask! 
   I would like to ask our Unit Presidents to compile a list of their chairs with the 
following information: 
Name-Telephone #- Email Address and send to me at w.prescher@kmwb.net 
   We will put together a list of the District for the Unit Presidents, District Chairs 
and Unit Chairs. 
   We have Units doing wonderful things that we need to share within the First Dis-
trict.  This hopefully will be the easiest to try and do that. 
   Did you know the ALA is the largest women’s organization in our country!  We  all 
need to be proud of that and make sure it continues! 
   November 10, 2019 is the ALA’s 100th Anniversary!  All Districts and Units will be 
asked to set aside a day in November for a “Minnesota Day of Service”. Department 
will be sending more info with the September mailing to Units. 
   Units should have received their Membership Packets for 2019-2020.  I would like 
to challenge ALL Units to get their membership turned in early. We all need to help 
in reminding members to pay their dues and recruiting new members. 
   If I can be of any help, you only have to email or call me.  Hope to see many of 
you at the First District Picnic-August 18th in Dodge Center! 
   Remember that all we do is for our Veteran’s, God and Country! 
  
Wanda Prescher 
1st District President 

mailto:w.prescher@kmwb.net
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    SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN   LEGION   NEWS 

COMMANDER 

Greg Lemmer 

140 Jederman Drive  

Winona, MN  55987 

507-312-2222 

gslemmer@hbci.com 

 

ADJUTANT 

Dave Bilderback 

44092   2nd  Ave   NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

507-250-1057 

dbilderbackb@aol.com 

 

EAST  SIDE VICE  COMMANDER 

Brian Tomasheck 

560 East fifth St 

Winona, MN 55987 

507-454-5998 

btoma@hbci.com 

 

WEST SIDE VICE COMMANDER 

Chuck Stone 

1625  Crestview Ln 

Owatonna, MN   55060 

507-213-7517 

castoney@hotmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Glenn Mueller 

548 East 10th St 

St Charles, MN  55972 

507-932-4301  or  507-316-3977 

glm01311962@gmail.com 

 

FINANCE OFFICER 

William Goede 

630 3rd  Ave NW 

Plainview, MN  55964 

507-534-2931   or  507-259-7595 

 
 
Greetings SAL members, 

 

    I would like to start out by saying thank you to Tim Weaver and his leadership 

team for all their hard work and guidance this past year.  While one chapter ends 

another begins. 

    We have a new team heading up our 1St District SAL Squadron this year.  We hope 

we fulfill the needs of you the members and our Veterans.  I ask for your patience as 

several of us are new at this level in the SAL District.  We are open to suggestions, 

comments and criticism in our leadership roles. 

   Please feel free to call upon any of us, especially myself if your need of assistance 

and or simply want to discuss what we can do to help you and your squadron. 

   I know Brian and Chuck our Vice Commanders are busy getting membership pack-

ets distributed to the individual Squadrons.  Please work diligently to get this com-

pleted and sent in.  This is a method for your Squadrons to report membership and 

populate other forms that help us gain data on all the good things we as Squadrons 

perform for our Legion Post. 

   As stated at the District meeting and during the election process I travel frequently 

for work which impacts my availability.  I will do my best to lead us in the right direc-

tion and support our Veterans and Post alike.  As stated early I am open to any com-

munication from you that will improve our District and my role as the District Com-

mander. 

   We are forming a By-laws committee that will review our current Constitution and 

By Laws.  Our goal is to update these and distribute so they can be reviewed prior to 

convention.   I have formed a team and will be the sponsor of that project.  I look at 

the knowledge and guidance of that team to lead us in a thorough review and up-

date process. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Greg Lemmer  

District 1 SAL Commander 

gslemmer@HBCI.com 

507-312-2222 

JUDGE ADVOCATE             HISTORIAN                         SGT  AT  ARMS                      

Josh Erickson                           James Myers                            Clint Betterman 

278 1/2 East Third St               676 Grand Street                      1625 Crestview Ln 

Winona, MN  55987                Winona, MN  55987                Owatonna, MN  55060 

507-313-5861                           507-458-5396 

joshheric@hbci.com                meyers5396@gmail.com          

mailto:gslemmer@HBCI.com
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AMERICAN  LEGION  RIDERS  

  

 DIRECTOR 
Roe Naylor 
63109  240th  St 
Brownsdale, MN 55918 
507-438-5804     
VICE DIRECTOR 
Mark Maloney 
2315 Park Lane SE 
Rochester, MN  55904 
507-513-1582 
markmaloney1962@gmail.com 

SECRETARY 
Nancy Lewison 
68127   150th St 
Adams, MN   55909 
507-582-3390 
lewisonnancy@gmail.com 
 
SGT AT ARMS 
Joe Smillie 
10017th St NW 
Austin, MN  55912 
641-590-3522 
Joesmillie.js@gmail.com 
 
HISTORIAN 
Kassy Betterman 
1625Crestview Lane 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
507-533-9434 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Karla Miller 
5530W  9th St 
Winona, MN   55987 
928sunshine@gmail.com 
 
 

 

      ATTENTION ALL LEGION FAMILY MEMBERS !!!!!!!!!!! 

 

   The First District American Legion Riders will be collecting 

funds from individuals and posts for the Legacy Scholarship 

at the First District picnic on Sunday August 18th at Dodge 

Center, MN.  

    They will not be holding a First District Legacy Ride this 

year so bring the donations to the District Picnic. Everyone is 

invited to the picnic come and enjoy good food and com-

radeship.   

 PS  -  The district picnic is Sunday August 18th , in Dodge 

Center at the West park, 1st Street and 4th Ave NW. The 

Legion is the back up in case of inclement weather which is 

3 blocks north of the park. The park is alcohol free. Potluck 

and meat is furnished. 
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     LACRESCENT  SAL  OMELET  

                 BREAKFAST 

 

 

 

 

 

  

AT THE LACRESCENT EVENT CENTER 

ON THE LAST SUNDAY MORNING OF 

THE ODD NUMBERED MONTHS. 

WASECA POST 228  WILL  BE  STARTING THIS 

BACK  UP IN SEPTEMBER 
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  Elba Veterans Memorial Dedication  

8/10/19               10:30 PM 

Elba, MN  



First District News 
 
I was remiss in the August Newsletter of not mentioning that our own First District 
member Pat Nelson from Hayfield Unit 330 was presented with the first Goodwill 
Service Award from National! 
Pat and Jerry will attend National Convention on behalf of National later this month.                           
Pat and another member from Maryland were chosen from across the country to 
receive this award. 
Congratulations Pat! On behalf of the First District, thank you for all you do for Unit 330 
and the First District! 
Wanda Prescher 
President 
 


