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IMPORTANT DATES

September 7, 2019—The Department
Harvest Rally at Legionville. It will be
part of “Camp-O-Ree”.

October 5, 2019 - 1st & 3rd district
membership training in Blooming
Prairie Post 52 at 10:00 AM. This is
open to one and all legionnaires.

October 12, 2019 - The First District
Fall Rally. See the insert at the bottom
of the page

October 25 & 26,2019 - The Depart-
ment Fall Conference at Shooting Star
Casino in Mahnomen, MN

DISTRICT FALL RALLY AT DODGE
CENTER POST 384

Executive Boards at 9:00 AM with
coffee and rolls available.

Session to start at 10:00 AM.

Registration is five (5) dollars and
a lunch ticket is eight (8) dollars.

Please pay registration and for
lunch at the registration table.



FROM THE COMMANDER'’S PEN

Greetings American legion family!

The National American Legion convention is now in the
history books for 2019.

We now have a new National Commander, James W. Ox-
ford, and 5 Vice Commanders. These have been installed
and now in office as of noon on Thursday.

It was a great convention and met many new people that
had a lot of information. It would be great if more people
could attend and see more what the American legion is
about.

Dodge county was designated as a Purple Heart county as
of Tuesday August 13, 2019 at the Dodge county commis-
sioners meeting. Several Dodge county Purple Heart re-
cipients were in attendance to witness this event. THANK
You for your service!!

The district picnic was very well attended with 23 or more
posts represented. Thank you.

October 5, 2019 at10:00 AM the Blooming Prairie service-
men's club we are going to have a membership training
seminar. ALL commanders and membership officers and
others are invited to attend to get this very important
information. Coffee and rolls before and food for pur-
chase afterwards. Let's fill the room!!!!

My project this year is going to be PTSD and Legionville
all funds will be divided 50/50.

MEMBERSHIP turn in, make sure it is at Department by
the Thursday before rallies so it can be counted for the
rally.

DO NOT HOLD them, mail them in !!!

District Convention Post!!  We still need a post and
place to have our convention in May 2020. Call Dale Wel-
lik at 507-421-5674. Wayne Hammon Jr. At 507-696-
2707!

Pray for our deployed troops and all service personnel
that are so proudly serving our country to preserve our
Freedoms.

The Minnesota American Legion Riders with National
Commander Brett Riestad after the 175,00 dollar dona-
tion to the Legacy Scholarship which puts Minnesota

over the one million dollar mark of money donated.

At the National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana.

From your 1% District Legion Chaplain

Greetings to the 1* District!

My, how this month has gone by; seems like | was just writing
for last month’s newsletter and here it is time for another submission.

| hope and pray that everyone has had a great summer with
family get-togethers, vacations, reunions, etc. Summer can pass by
way too fast. | know mine has—not enough of the
“honey-do-list” has been completed!

By the time you read this, the National Convention will have
been completed and a new slate of officers will have been installed.
If you would, lift them up in prayers as they start this new adventure
in their lives, which will undoubtedly bring important challenges and
victories while serving at the national level.

The Bible tells us in 1% Timothy 2:1-3 that we are to “offer
prayers and intercessions and give thanks for those who are in au-
thority”. So let us not only pray and intercede for our new national
Legion Commander, but also for all those in leadership positions from
the President of the United States down to our local councils, and
school and township boards, including our own state, district, and
local American Legion Post commanders and officers. All are in need
of our prayers.

We are losing day light fast; soon the time for harvest will be
upon us. It’s my favorite time of year, as we get to see how the hard
work of planting and caring for crops turns out. My garden is really
producing tomatoes, green peppers and soon we’ll see what the po-
tatoes will do. Hopefully, the popcorn crop will be just as good as the
rest of the garden. Caring for our land is a privilege and responsibility
made possible by service men and women who made and are making
personal investment into its safe-keeping. We are “One Nation under
God”, and | thank God for our military who work hard every day to
keep it that way. | thank God for this country.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us “there is a time for everything and a
season for every activity under heaven.” May your season and activi-
ties be a blessing unto you from Our Heavenly Father.

Until next time, for God and Country,
Larry H. Otto
1% District Chaplain



3 FROM AREA ONE
Hello Area One — 1st District:

As the summer comes to an end, | will begin
working on visiting all of the Posts in Area

One. My plan is to attend a regular post
meeting to help support your projects and offer
help with concerns that you may have.

A special thank you to all who participated in
the 1st District Legion Picnic at Dodge Cen-

ter. It was a beautiful day filled with great food
and fellowship, another reminder that we are a
family and when we come together great
things happen.

Taking care of our Veterans is not charity... It's
our duty.

Area 1 Vice Commander, Mark Maloney

FROM AREA FOUR

The summer is winding down, we will
be sad to see it leave. Again. We had a
great turnout for the district picnic on
August 18th in Dodge Center. The
weather was a little iffy, but it held out
and we had a great day. Good food and
good company. Special thanks to Jim
Kellogg for his hard work preparing the
food.

The National Convention is now over.
What a great time. With the color guard
and band competitions, the parade, with
departments from all over represented
and the Commander's Dinner, there was
plenty to do. Indianapolis was a great
host. At the convention, there were
plenty of awards given and speakers.
Vice President Mike Pence addressed
the body with plenty of assurances that
the current administration is behind vet-
erans all of the way.

We now have a new national com-
mander. James W. "Bill" Oxford from
North Carolina was elected for 2019-
2020. With his experience in The Ameri-
can Legion from the post level to the
national level, and | am sure he will rep-
resent us well.

FROM AREA TWO

Greetings,

With September now here and most
vacations are over and kids heading
back to school, it’s time for your Vice
Commander to hit the road and visit
all Area 2 Posts. I'm looking forward
to visiting and learning more about
what you’ve got going on in your ar-
ea. | can then share stories and suc-
cesses with other Posts. | would like
to point out as success that my home
Post 228 has had in the last 3

weeks. Waseca Post 228 was finally
able to purchase the old abandon
house on the south side of their build-
ing. After working with the local Fire
Department, a controlled burn was
held and the property has now been
changed into a parking lot and grasses
picnic area. If you are traveling
around, stop by and see the differ-
ence. Congratulations to Waseca Post
228 for ridding the city of an eye sore.
That’s it for now. Looking forward to
my travels to visit your Post.

Mike Parry
Area 2 Vice Commander
1-507-382-8447

AREA FOUR CONTINUED

To the posts in my area: | will be call-
ing. Now is the time to work on mem-
bership. Keeping the members we have,
connecting with the ones we have lost
and transferring the members in 1982.
Please send in any dues you have re-
ceived. We are a little behind the other
districts. We need to get to number one.
Working together we can do this. We
are not called the Mighty First for noth-
ing.

Mary Hanson

Area 4 Vice Commander

FROM AREA THREE

Greetings to everyone,

Legion baseball once again Min-
nesota is Number 1 in the Nation
with 366 team. | want to thank all
the team in District 1 for partici-
pating. Congratulations goes out to
Caledonia Post 191 for placing 3" in
Division II.

Things happening in the District:

October 5, 2019- 1*' & 3™ member-
ship training, Blooming Prairie Post
52-10:00 AM

October 12, 2019- District Fall Rally
Dodge Center Post 384 10:00 AM

October 25-26, 2019 department fall
conference Mahnomen MN at
Shooting Star Casino.

Myself and the rest of the District
officers are here to assist in any way
possible.

Time is here Legion Act has been
past. It’s time to recruit new mem-
bers. Just reminded that we set our
dates, Congress did! We need to
bring them in and welcome them to
the legion post. We need a plan for
transitioning our annual members to
life members. Keep, keep, keep re-
cruiting!

Keep up the good work and get
your report in on time.
Thank you for your service,
James Westby Semper Fi

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AVAILIABLE

Kasson Post 333 has a over supply of med-
ical equipment which includes hospital
beds with mattresses, wheel chairs (both
regular and electric), motorized scooters
and much more. If interested please call
Richard Denny at 507—259—2081 for
more information.



Americanism

Mary Hanson

1701 4™ Ave SW - Austin, MN 55912
507-440-3606
mfhanson52@charter.net

American Education Week

Ralph Schneekloth

40621 130" St - Mabel, MN 55954
507-493-5705 or 507-438-6319
schneeklothr@gmail.com

American Legion Baseball

Scott McCready

1481 Northern Hill Ct - St Charles, MN
55972

507-932-3311
smccready@schs.k12.mn.us

Adult Sports

Guy Hansen

306 E 13" St - St Charles, MN - 55972
507-932-8445 or 507-254-1996
hansenguy@yahoo.com

Blood Program
Myron Ehrich

220 Irvin St - West Concord, MN - 55985

507-527-2578 or 507-259-5261

Boy Scouts
Peter Larson

10512 55" St SE - Eyota, MN 55934
507-421-7043
peterlarsonscouting@gmail.com

Boys State
Glenn Mueller

548 E 10™ St - St Charles, MN - 55972

507-932-4301 or 507-316-3977
glm01311962@gmail.com

Brain Science

James Kellogg

17353 710" Ave - Taopi, MN - 55977
507-582-3285 or 507-438-1123
jamesck@gmail.com

Children & Youth
Myron Ehrich

220 Irvin St - West Concord, MN - 55985

507-527-2578 or 507-259-5261

Employment
George Gunderson

PO Box 125 - Dodge Center, MN 55927

507-951-0346
georgergunderson@gmail.com

LEGION COMMITTEE CHAIRMANS

Energy & Conservation

Brian Medinnus

1813 3™ Ave NE - Austin, MN -
55912

507-434-7441 or 507-219-7188
minnkid58@gmail.com

Jr Shooting Sports

Jay Johnson

19950 Gates Coulee Dr - Houston, MN —
55943

507-896-4083  or
jjohnson@trane.com

608-790-4703

Law and Order

Richard Skillestad

219 6™ St SW - Eyota, MN -
55934
507-545-2885 or
5329

507-250-

Legislative
Les Shaunce

528 Alice Ave - Albert Lea, MN - 56007
507-373-0134 or 507-402-4878
Ishaunce@smig.net

Legion Riders
Dennis Lewison

68127 150" St -Adams, MN 55909
507-582-3390 or 507-440-6067
diewe@frontier.com

Legionville

Glenn Mueller

548 East 10" St - St Charles, MN 55972
507-932-4301 or 507-316-3977
glm01311962@gmail.com

National Security & Foreign Relations
Gary Miller

PO Box 151 - Eyota, MN 55934
507-545-2703
gmusmc32@yahoo.com

Public Relations

Wayne Hammon Jr

115 East Cabot St - LeRoy, MN 55951
507-696-2707
1stadjutant@gmail.com

Tony Loecher

302 23" Ave SW - Rochester, MN -
55902

507-358-6389
tony@Iloecherfamily.net

Dale Nicholson

Post Development

Dale Wellik

17941 Cty Hwy 34 - Dodge Center, MN 55927
507-374-2766 or 507-421-5674
treeson34@gmail.com

Les Shaunce

528 Alice Ave - Albert Lea, MN - 56007
507-373-0134 or 507-402-4878
Ishaunce@smig.net
Wayne Hammon Jr
115 East Cabot St
507-696-2707

- LeRoy. MN - 55951

Gaming
Chuck Kruger

215 Frontier Rd SW - Byron, MN - 55920
507-775-2366 or 507-259-8003
chulukru@gmail.com

Oratorical

Sy Fix

1930 County 3 - Brownsville, MN - 55919
507-482-6226 or 507-313-3376
papafixone@gmail.com

Resolutions

Rich Gosse

1136 6™ St W - Wabasha, MN - 55981
651-565-4687

rcgosse@hbci.com

Steering
Bill Goede
630 3" Ave NW - Plainview, MN - 55964
507-534-2931 or 507-259-7595
wgoede62@embargmail.com

Chuck Kruger

215 Frontier Rd SW
507-775-2366 or
chulukru@gmail.com
James Kellogg

17353 710" Ave - Taopi, MN - 55977
507-582-3285 or 507-438-1123

507-259-8003

SAL Advisor

Brian Medinnus

1813 3™ Ave NE - Austin, MN - 55912
507-434-7441 or 507-219-7188
minnkid58 @gmail.com

Veteran Affairs & Rehab

Roland Hanson

2002 10™ St SW - Austin, MN - 55912
507-438-6573
lorohanson@outlook.com

1913 Johnson St - Albert Lea, MN - 56007

319-207-2486
dale.nicholson2 @gmail.com

- Byron, MN - 55920



DISTRICT AND DEPARTMENT RALLYS 2019 - 2020

September 5,6,7,& 8 2019 - Department Camp-O-Ree — Legionville
September 7, 2019 - Department Harvest Rally — Legionville —4 PM
October 5, 2019 — 1% & 3™ Membership Training — Blooming Prairie Post 52 =10 AM

October 12, 2019 — District Fall Rally — Dodge Center Post 384 — 10 AM

October 25 & 26, 2019 — Department Fall Conference — Mahnomen, MN
at Shooting Star Casino.
November 23, 2019 — Area 1 & 3 Educational/ Membership Rally, Winona Post
9at 2 PM.
December 7, 2019 — Department Pearl Harbor Rally — Rosetown Post 542
Roseville, MN - 11 AM
December 15, 2019 — First District Christmas Party — Mabel Post 299 — 1 PM

January 4, 2020 — District Mid-Winter — Stewartville Post 164 — 10 AM

February 8, 2020 — Department Sweetheart Rally — Montgomery Post 79
11 AM
February 22, 2020 — Area 2 & 4 Educational/ Membership Rally — Austin Post
91 -2PM.
March 21, 2020 — Department Appreciation Rally — LaCrescent Post 595
4 PM. (time subject to change)

District Jr Conference — TBA

April 25,2020 - Commander Wellik’s testimonial — Dodge Center Post 384
5 PM social, 6 PM dinner with the program to follow.

May 2, 2020 — President Prescher’s Testimonial — Stewartville Post 164
5 PM social, 6 PM dinner with the program to follow.

May 15 & 16, 2020 — First District Convention - TBA
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Please do not hold on to your member-
ship, send it in as soon as possible.

We need to get going, we are in ninth
place and should be at the top of the
standings.

| hope you had a great summer and | will
see everyone down the road this fall
sometime.

Please remember the 1st & 3rd Member-
ship Training in Blooming Prairie Post 52
on October 5th at 10:00 AM. This is open
to any and all legion members.

Myron Ehrich

Membership Director

ADJUTANT’S CCOMENTS

To the right is a picture of the
President signing the “LEGION ACT
BILL".

Please take time to read the arti-
cle below the picture and on the
following page as this is very im-
portant information for the entire
legion family as it has to do with
changing the eligibility for mem-
bership in the legion which will
also affect the Auxiliary and the
Sons of the American Legion.

In a significant legislative victory for The American Legion, President Trump signed a
bill July 30 that declares the United States has been in a state of war since Dec. 7,
1941.

The American Legion sought the declaration as a way to honor approximately 1,600
U.S. servicemembers who were killed or wounded during previously undeclared peri-
ods of war.

The LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get Involved In Opportunities for National Service Act)
also opens the door for approximately 6 million veterans to access American Legion
programs and benefits for which they previously had not been eligible.

“Recognizing the service of these wartime veterans is the right thing do and it is long
overdue,” National Commander Brett Reistad said. “The families of those who were
killed or wounded during these wartime acts should take pride in knowing that we
recognize their sacrifice and service. Moreover, we are proud to welcome any of the
six million living veterans from the previously unrecognized periods into our organiza-
tion and call them ‘Legionnaires.””

Now that the legislation has been signed, The American Legion’s eligibility criteria
immediately changes from seven war eras to two: April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, and
Dec. 7, 1941 to a time later determined by the federal government. No other re-
strictions to American Legion membership are changed.

The law’s journey began on Feb. 14 when Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., introduced S.
504, along with Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C. A companion measure, H.R. 1641, was intro-
duced in the House by Reps. Lou Correa, D-Calif., and Ben Cline, R-Va.

Reistad expressed gratitude to the bipartisan members of Congress for passing the
legislation.

“We are grateful that President Trump fully acknowledges the importance of The
American Legion by signing the LEGION Act in the White House today — just one week
after it passed the House of Representatives,” Reistad said. “In an era of partisan grid-
lock, Republicans and Democrats in Congress overwhelmingly recognized the im-
portance of allowing thousands of honorable but previously ineligible veterans the
right to join the largest and most influential veterans organization in the country.”

Reistad pointed out that existing American Legion membership applications are in the
process of being updated but can still be used. “In the meantime, | recommend that
prospective Legionnaires and recruiters write ‘LEGION Act’ in the eligibility date sec-
tion of American Legion membership applications if they fall outside the previous war
eras,” Reistad said. “The larger pool of veterans now eligible for The American Legion
will also open their family members to eligibility in the Sons of the American Legion
and American Legion Auxiliary as well.” 6



MORE INFORMATION ON THE LEGION ACT SIGNED BY PRESIDENT TRUMP

With President Trump’s signature on the LEGION Act, the extension of the ongoing declared period of war was extended
back to Dec. 7, 1941. The congressionally approved act is a way to honor thousands of veterans who were killed or wounded
on duty during periods not previously considered a time of war.

“Finally Congress has acknowledged the service and sacrifice of at least 1,600 veterans who died or were wounded in previ-
ously undeclared periods of war,” said American Legion National Judge Advocate Kevin Bartlett. “This new law honors the
memories of those veterans while allowing other veterans from those previously undeclared eras to receive all the American
Legion benefits they have earned through their service.”

The LEGION Act - Let Everyone Get Involved in Opportunities for National Service Act — also redefines The American Legion’s
membership eligibility dates. The eligibility now span from Dec. 7, 1941, until a time when the U.S. is no longer at war, as
determined by Congress.

Here are answers to 11 key questions about the new law and what it means for The American Legion.

Question: How does this change the eligibility requirements for The American Legion?

Answer: The only change is that Congress has reduced the number of eligibility periods from seven to two. They are April 6,
1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941, and continuing. No other restrictions are changed.

Question: What’s the impact on veterans who previously were not eligible for American Legion membership?

Answer: Veterans who were honorably discharged but whose service did not fall into the previous defined war eras may now
join The American Legion immediately. To do so, eligible members may sign up at www.legion.org/join.

Question: | am among the veterans who were not allowed to join previously, so why do you want me now?

Answer: The American Legion’s founding fathers believed, “a veteran is a veteran,” an axiom that has held true throughout
the organization’s more than century of service. Some veterans were ineligible to join because of the war eras that were de-
fined by Congress. The recent bill passage and president’s signature changed that.

Question: So how does this differentiate The American Legion from AMVETS?

Answer: The American Legion’s eligibility criteria states that veterans must have served during “wartime.” When Congress
decides the U.S. is no longer in a state of war, the Legion’s membership eligibility period will close, while AMVETS will still be
open to those who served.

Question: How does this affect the Sons of The American Legion (SAL)?

Answer: The Sons’ eligibility criteria will change along with that of The American Legion. Any son or grandson of a living
American Legion member will be able to join the SAL program. (Sons and grandsons of deceased veterans are also eligible.)
For example, a son of a veteran who served between 1985 and 1988 previously would not have been eligible. With the ex-
tension of the war period, that veteran would immediately be eligible for The American Legion and the son would be able to
join the SAL.

Question: How does this affect the eligibility for the American Legion Auxiliary?

Answer: This follows the same concept as the SAL, as noted previously. Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary is cur-
rently open to grandmothers, mothers, sisters, wives, and adopted female descendants of eligible veterans.

Question: How does this affect membership for departments, districts and posts?

Answer: This change opens up American Legion membership to thousands more veterans who likely live in your communi-
ties. They may become members immediately.

Question: The current membership applications don’t address the eligibility change. How do we process those members?
Answer: New membership materials will be developed and provided as quickly as possible. Until then, it is recommended
that prospective members from a previously undocumented war era write “Other Conflicts” in the eligibility date section and
send it in to their department with the appropriate dues.

Question: What steps should departments, districts and posts focus on?

Answer: A good first step would be to review all recruiting materials to look for eligibility dates. Information on electronic
media (websites, social media channels, etc.) should be changed immediately. It is up to departments to decide on the best
way to handle printed materials, while updated ones are being produced.

Question: How does this change the Paid Up For Life program?

Answer: There are no changes to the PUFL program, though the newly eligible members would be able to become PUFLs. To
learn more about the program, visit https://www.legion.org/PUFL

Question: Who can | contact for more information about this change as it applies to membership and recruiting?

Answer: Contact the national Membership Division. Visit this web page to find the representative in your state. https://



https://www.legion.org/membership/246557/legion-act-signed-law
http://www.legion.org/join
https://www.legion.org/PUFL
https://www.legion.org/membership/contactus

FIRST DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP REPORT FOR 8/28/2019

POST LOCATION | GOAL PREV. TURN IN TOTAL PERCENT| LEFT Date
9|WINONA 546 255 51 306| 56.04% 240 8/28/2019
90|LEWISTON 71 2 1 3 4.23% 68 8/7/2019
190|ST CHARLES 141 70 2 72| 51.06% 69 8/21/2019
WINONA COUNTY TOTALS 758 327 54 381| 50.26% 377 8/28/2019
50]WABASHA 213 95 4 99| 46.48% 114 8/28/2019
110|LAKE CITY 148 66 5 71 47.97% 77 8/28/2019
179|PLAINVIEW 171 69 5 74 43.27% 97 8/28/2019
546|KELLOGG 64 27 3 30| 46.88% 34 8/28/2019
573[ELGIN 28 1 1 2 7.14% 26 8/14/2019
579|MILLVILLE 146 61 8 69| 47.26% 77 8/28/2019
588|MAZEPPA 75 30 6 36| 48.00% 39 8/21/2019
WABASHA COUNTY TOTALS 845 349 32 381| 45.09% 464 8/28/2019
92|ROCHESTER 887 407 29 436] 49.15% 451 8/28/2019
119|BYRON 140 7 0 7 5.00% 133 7/24/2019
STEW-
164/ARTVILLE 292 147 6 153| 52.40% 139 8/28/2019
446|ROCHESTER 15 1 4 5| 33.33% 10 8/14/2019
551|EYOTA 185 60 19 79] 42.70% 106 8/21/2019
OLMSTEAD COUNTY TOTALS 1519 622 58 680 44.77% 839 8/28/2019
AREA ONE TOTALS 3122 1298 144 1442 46.19% 1680 8/28/2019
WEST CON-
295|CORD 61 29 5 34| 55.74% 27 8/14/2019
330[HAYFIELD 202 100 2 102| 50.50% 100 8/21/2019
333|KASSON 260 126 21 147| 56.54% 113 8/28/2019
DODGE CEN-
384[TER 77 28 11 39] 50.65% 38 8/21/2019
422|CLAREMONT 30 14 2 16| 53.33% 14 8/28/2019
DODGE COUNTY TOTALS 630 297 41 338| 53.65% 292 8/28/2019
BLOOMING
52|PRAIRIE 104 36 0 36| 34.62% 68 7/31/2019
77]0WATONNA 468 12 1 13 2.78% 455 8/21/2019
296[ELLENDALE 35 1 21 22| 62.86% 13 8/14/2019
STEELE COUNTY TOTALS 607 49 22 71 11.70% 536 8/28/2019
NEW RICH-
75|LAND 55 17 4 21] 38.18% 34 8/14/2019
228|WASECA 319 133 25 158| 49.53% 161 8/21/2019
281|JANESVILLE 93 36 9 45| 48.39% 48 8/21/2019
587|WALDORF 26 10 0 10| 38.46% 16 7/31/2019
WASECA COUNTY TOTALS 493 196 38 234| 47.46% 259 8/28/2019
AREA TWO TOTALS 1730 542 101 643| 37.17% 1087 8/28/2019
40|LANESBORO 107 39 2 41| 38.32% 66 8/21/2019
SPRING VAL-
68|LEY 77 36 9 45| 58.44% 32 8/28/2019
81HARMONY 31 1 13 14| 45.16% 17 8/14/2019
94/ RUSHFORD 122 5 16 21 17.21% 101 8/14/2019
166|PRESTON 66 24 3 27| 40.91% 39 8/14/2019
197|CHATFIELD 50 1 1 2 4.00% 48 8/21/2019
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299|MABEL 159 57 0 57 35.85%| 102 8/28/2019

369|WYKOFF 18 1] 11 12 66.67% 6 8/7/2019

400|CANTON 14 2 0 2 14.29% 12 7/24/2019

492|FOUNTAIN 15 1 0 1 6.67% 14 7/24/2019

526|PETERSON 38 12 6 18 47.37% 20 8/21/2019

544|0STRANDER 23 2l 11 13 56.52% 10 8/14/2019

637|WHALEN 14 2 4 6 42.86% 8 8/14/2019

FILLMORE COUNTY TOTALS 734 183 76| 259 35.29%| 475 8/28/2019

191|CALEDONIA 157 13 1 14 8.92%| 143 8/7/2019

249|SPRING GROVE 160 26| 28 54 33.75%| 106 8/7/2019

423HOUSTON 109 33 2 35 32.11% 74 8/21/2019

498|HOKAH 21 12 0 12 57.14% 9 7/24/2019

595|LA CRESCENT 290 112] 12| 124 42.76%| 166 8/28/2019

HOUSTON COUNTY TOTALS 737] 196 43| 239 32.43%| 498 8/28/2019

AREA THREE TOTALS 1471) 379| 119] 498 33.85%| 973 8/28/2019

56|ALBERT LEA 576 300 20] 320 55.56%| 256 8/28/2019

264|GLENVILLE 79 12 9 21 26.58% 58 8/7/2019

266|HARTLAND 16 1 0 1 6.25% 15 7/24/2019

317)EMMONS 58 15| 10 25 43.10% 33 8/14/2019

404|ALDEN 114 44 3 47 41.23% 67 8/7/2019

552|FREEBORN 34 11 4 15 44.12% 19 8/7/2019

FREEBORN COUNTY TOTALS 877| 383| 46| 429 48.92%| 448 8/21/2019

91/AUSTIN 500] 230[ 12| 242 48.40%| 258 8/28/2019

105|LYLE 87 27 0 27 31.03% 60 7/31/2019

140|GRAND MEADOW 45 18 1 19 42.22% 26 8/21/2019

146|ADAMS 188 22| 39 61 32.45%| 127 8/14/2019

161|LEROY 51 31 3 34 66.67% 17 8/28/2019

570]AUSTIN SPAM 8 9 1 10| 125.00% -2 8/28/2019

MOWER COUNTY TOTALS 879 337 56| 393 44.71%| 486 8/21/2014

AREA FOUR TOTALS 1756| 720] 102| 822 46.81%| 934 8/28/2019

1111|DAKOTA 70 0 0 0 0.00% 50 8/1/2018

pisTRicToneTotAls [ [8149] 2030[su40] 3a05| 4a178%| 474 8/28/2019
AREA VICE COMMANDERS

AREA ONE 3122 1298| 144| 1442 46.19%| 1680 8/28/2019

AREA TWO 1730] 542| 101] 643 37.17%| 1087 8/28/2019

AREA THREE 1471] 379 119] 498 33.85%| 973 8/28/2019

AREA FOUR 1756| 720 102] 822 46.81%| 934 8/28/2019
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PITCURES OF THE FIRST DISTRICT PICNIC, THIS PAGE AND THE FOLLOWING PAGE
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FIRST DISTRICT AUXILIARY NEWS

Auxiliary Contacts

President

Wanda Prescher

3321 Vista View Ct SW
Rochester, MN 55902
507-280-4027

w.prescher@kmwb.net

Secretary

Sharon Hammon
115 East Cabot St
LeRoy, MN 55951
507-923-7205

1stadjutant@gmail.com

Membership / First Vice

Tonia Betterman

1625 Crestview Lane
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-456-2315

bettm88@outlook.com

Treasurer

Audrey Farnsworth

302 1st St E, Stewartville, MN 55976
507-533-4454

harlee@charter.net

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT’S DESK

Now that we are all starting our new Auxiliary year, | hope you have a great
year in your Units!

Remember to plan an event for the 100" Year Auxiliary Anniversary in No-
vember.

November 10" is the official day, but you can plan to celebrate any time
during the month.

| look forward to visiting, Chatfield and Waldorf this month for their
meetings. Waseca in October for the Membership Dinner and Glenville in
November for Veterans Day Dinner! Thank you for asking!

| look forward to more Unit invitations!

Reminder to Unit Presidents, | would like to get your Chairman List with tel-
ephone and emails, to put a list together for the District Chairs to use for
better communication within the District and between Units. We need to
share our success 's with one another.

My Project for the coming year will be- the Veterans Emergency Fund at the
Minneapolis VA.

Theme- Responding to Our Veterans Needs and Symbol- the Poppy.
Department President Mary Hendrickson's theme is Remember-Honor-
Serve. This is who we are and what we do. We all need to just remember
those 3 words!

Get a list of your members who aren't receiving the District Newsletter and
would like to.

Forward to myself or Wayne Hammon -1stadjudtant@gmail.com. A frac-
tion of our members are not receiving the electronic newsletter!

Have a great September!

Wanda Prescher-District President

V)
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President
Wanda Prescher - Unit 164

3321 Vista View Ct SW — Rochester, MN 55902

507-280-4027
w.prescher@kmwb.net

1* Vice President
Tonia Betterman - Unit 77

1625 Crestview Lane — Owatonna, MN 55060

507-456-2315
bettm88@outlook.com

2™ Vice President

Sharon Kingsley - Unit92

1417 4™ Ave NW — Rochester, MN 55901
507-288-1411 or 507-206-1885
sharo2100@yahoo.com

1* Executive Committee

Stacy Erwin - Unit 384

208 1% St SW - Dodge Center, MN 55927
507-271-5546
cuddlyteddy55928@yahoo.com

2" Executive Committee

Jr Past President

Michelle Weaver - Unit 595
1303 Kane Street

La Crosse, WI 54603
608-519-8119 or 608-881-9049

Chaplain

Arlene Hyjeck - Unit 264

88915 145" St - Glenville, MN - 56036
507-433-2403

Secretary

Sharon Hammon - Unit 161

115 East Cabot St - LeRoy, MN - 55951
507-923-7205

1stadjutant@gmail.com

Treasurer

Audrey Farnsworth - Unit 164

302 1% St E. - Stewartville, MN — 55976
507 —533 - 4454

harlee@charter.net

Parliamentarian

Sandy Fredrickson - Unit 264
771 2™ Street SW

Glenville, MN 56039
507-488-3438
dsfredrickson@gmail.com

SGT at Arms

Stacy Erwin - Unit 384

208 1°'StSW - Dodge Center, MN 55927
507-271-5546

cuddlyteddy55928 @yahoo.com

Color Bearer

Committee Chairmans

Americanism

Lola Hanson - Unit91
2002 10" Street SW
Austin, MN 55912
507-440-2476
lorohanson@outlook.com

Auxiliary Emergency Fund

Children & Youth

Stacy Erwin - Unit 384

208 1*StSW - Dodge Center, MN - 55927
507 — 271 - 5546

cuddlyteddy55928 @yahoo.com

Community Service

Education

Arlene Hyjeck - Unit 264

88915 145" St - Glenville, MN - 56036
507-433-2403

13
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Finance Committee

Marie Nymann - Unit 179

4611 20 % Ave NW - Rochester, MN - 55901
507-369-8511

mariejnymann@gmail.com

Marie Goede - Unit 179

630 3™ Ave NW - Plainview, MN - 55964
507-534-2931 or 507-273-8687
mkg1945@embargmail.com

Nancy Lewison

68127 150" St

Adams, MN 55909

507-582-3390

lewisonnancy@gmail.com

Girls State

Wanda Prescher - Unit 164

3321 Vista View Ct SW — Rochester, MN 55902
507-280-4027

w.prescher@kmwb.net

History

Jr_Activities

Tonia Betterman - Unit 77

1625 Crestview Lane — Owatonna, MN - 55060
507-456-2315

bettm88@outlook.com

Leadership
Cheryl Nymann - Unit 179

130 1°' St SW - Plainview, MN 55964
507 - 202 - 0115
cherlyjnymann@gmail.com

Legislative
Audrey Erwin - Unit 384
208 1°'St SW — Dodge Center, MN - 55927
507-374-2760 or 507-573-2217
erwin4d7 @kmtel.com

Membership
Tonia Betterman - Unit77

1625 Crestview Lane — Owatonna, MN 55060
507-456-2315
bettm88@outlook.com

Memorial

Arlene Hyjeck - Unit 264

88915 145" St - Glenville, MN - 56036
507-433-2403

Memory Book

Music

Pat Nelson - Unit330

9317 80" Ave SW - Stewartville, MN 55976
507 — 365 — 8916

National Securit
Cindy Nelson

91 14™StN - Northwood, IA - 50459
641-323-0082 or 507-383-3456
tindylou@hotmail.com

Past President Parley

Michelle Weaver - Unit 595
1303 Kane Street

La Crosse, WI 54603
608-519-8119 or 608-881-9049

Poppy

Michelle Weaver - Unit 595
1303 Kane Street

La Crosse, WI 54603
608-519-8119 or 608-881-
9049

Public Relations

Michelle Weaver - Unit 595
1303 Kane Street

La Crosse, WI 54603
608-519-8119 or 608-881-9049

Veteran Affairs and Rehab

Sharon Kingsley - Unit 92

1417 4™ Ave NW — Rochester, MN - 55901
507-288-1411 or 507-206-1885
sharo2100@yahoo.com

Service to Veterans

Stacy Erwin - Unit 384

208 1% St SW - Dodge Center, MN 55927
507-271-5546

cuddlyteddy55928 @yahoo.com

14
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1** District Jr Auxiliary Officers

Honorary Jr President

Kassy Betterman - Unit 77
1625 Crestview Lane — Owatonna, MN - 55060
507 -533-9434

Jr First Vice President
Bailey Anderson Unit 164
517 4th Ave SE - Stewartville, MN 55976

Jr Secretary

Taylor McElroy - Unit 161
401 South Pine St — Riceville, IA - 50466
507-696-9294

Jr Treasurer

Taylor McElroy - Unit 161
401 South Pine St — Riceville, IA - 50466
507 — 696 — 9294

Jr Chaplain Below - A few of the Minnesota ladies reciting the Pledge
Hannah Meyerhofer - Unit 164 ] .. .
12807 75 Ave SW - Stewartville. MN - 55976 of Allegiance at the Northwest Division Caucus at the Ameri-

507-421-0562 can Legion Auxiliary National Convention in Indianapolis last

month. Past District President Michelle Weaver is on the
Jr SGT at Arms .
Madison Meyerhofer - Unit 164 right.
12807 75™ Ave SW - Stewartville, MN - 55976
507-421-0562




CHANGES TO THE AMERICAN
LEGION AUXILIARY ELIGIBILITY

The American Legion Constitution and Bylaws has been
updated to replace the word “wife” with “spouse,” re-
lated to the membership criteria for the American Le-
gion Auxiliary (ALA).

Here are some common questions and answers to what
this means going forward:

Question: Why change ALA membership eligibility?
Answer: In 1920, veterans were almost 100 percent
male so the ALA was formed as the organization for the
spouses of the veteran — those spouses just happened
to be women.

Today, an estimated 16 percent of enlisted people and
18 percent of officers are women, who may be married
to a non-veteran. To keep the ALA as the organization
that supports spouses of the veteran, we need to
change the ALA’s definition from wives to spouses,
thereby updating the organization to represent the
changing makeup of the military.

Q: How can this change help ALA membership?

A: Think about female spouses who are alone as their
husband is deployed. They have the ALA to lean on.
Who can the male spouse rely on? With this eligibility
change, now male spouses who are ALA members can
receive the same support while their wives are de-
ployed.

Q: Would this change need to be approved by Con-
gress?

A: No, because the American Legion Auxiliary is not
chartered by Congress. The American Legion, which was
chartered by Congress, created the ALA. The Legion ap-
proved the ALA to operate as a separate corporation;
however, The American Legion has always set the eligi-
bility requirements of the ALA in their bylaws.

Q: What about the previous communications issued by
former ALA leadership claiming this change could not
happen? Why is that information inaccurate?

A: Previously released messaging could have been inter-
preted by members to mean ALA needs congressional
approval for this change to happen. That information is
inaccurate. The American Legion Aukxiliary is not char-
tered by Congress.

Q: ALA refers to itself as the world’s largest women’s
patriotic service organization. How can we allow men
to join?

A: Now that the resolution has been adopted by The
American Legion, the Auxiliary will no longer call itself
the world’s largest women’s patriotic service organiza-
tion.

Q: How would this change affect the American Legion
Auxiliary membership application or signing up new
members?

A: We anticipate taking applications on Sept. 1.

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP NEWS

THIS IS THE NEW APPLICATION FORM FOR THE AMERICAN

LEGION AUXILIARY

:,,: American Legion Auxiliary
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

APPLICANT INFORMATION
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“CONGATULATIONS TO PAT NELSON FROM HAYFIELD UNIT 330
FOR BEING HONORED AT THE NATIONAL ALA CONVENTION!!!!

Above— The Honored Goodwill Ambassadors
on stage at the National American Legion Auxil-

iary Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Right— Pat Nelson, second lady from the right,
and her fellow honoree's on stage.

Below—Pat Nelson receiving her award on stage at the Na-

tional American Legion Auxiliary Convention.

FOR BEING A GOODWILL AM-
BASSADOR.

| was remiss in the August Newsletter
of not mentioning that our own First
District member Pat Nelson from Hay-
field Unit 330 was presented with the
first Goodwill Service Award from Na-
tional! Pat and three other members
were chosen from across the country to
receive this award.

Congratulations Pat! On behalf of the
First District, thank you for all you do
for Unit 330 and the First District!
Wanda Prescher

President 17
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION NEWS

COMMANDER

Greg Lemmer

140 Jederman Drive
Winona, MN 55987
507-312-2222
gslemmer@hbci.com

ADJUTANT

Dave Bilderback
44092 2nd Ave NW
Rochester, MN 55901
507-250-1057
dbilderbackb@aol.com

EAST SIDE VICE COMMANDER

Brian Tomasheck
560 East fifth St
Winona, MN 55987
507-454-5998
btoma@hbci.com

WEST SIDE VICE COMMANDER

Chuck Stone

1625 Crestview Ln
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-213-7517
castoney@hotmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
Glenn Mueller

548 East 10th St

St Charles, MN 55972

507-932-4301 or 507-316-3977
glm01311962@gmail.com

FINANCE OFFICER

William Goede

630 3rd Ave NW

Plainview, MN 55964
507-534-2931 or 507-259-7595

Hello SAL Members,

Greetings to all, hope you are enjoying summer.

Good news from your dedicated Vice Commanders is that all membership packets
have been handed off to the Squadron’s. It is now up to your leader’s to get
these completed and returned ASAP.

We held a meeting earlier this month to discuss the SAL bylaws and constitution.
We are looking to get both documents reviewed, and sent out for review by you the
members so they can be properly voted on. | was impressed at the knowledge and
commitment of the project team to get this kicked off. Work still in progress but
moving forward as needed.

Your Vice Commanders and Membership leader will be looking to reach out to you
and possibly attend some of your meetings. Our goal is help you maintain a strong
membership and involvement with your Post.

How many people know the significance of the third Friday in September? In the
United States, National POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed on the third Friday
in September. It honors those who were prisoners of war (POWSs) and those who are
still missing in action (MIA). Please remember those on this special day.

Please let your Vice Commanders or myself know what the SAL is doing at your
different Posts so we can help publicize them. See the upcoming event in Winona.

Saturday September 7" will be the SAL Squadron 9 (Winona) fall chicken Q. A por-
tion of those proceeds always go to Toys for Kid’s. Join your friends and us at the
Legion for a great chicken dinner.

As | always state; thank a Veteran or active military member for their service. They
deserve our Thank You each and every day. Please pass this Thank You forward
when you see a member of the military. Please remember you have your freedoms
because of them.

In closing | wish you all the best. God Bless our Troops past and present and God
Bless America.

Respectfully Yours,
Greg Lemmer
SAL 1% District Commander

JUDGE ADVOCATE HISTORIAN SGT AT ARMS

Josh Erickson James Myers Clint Betterman

278 1/2 East Third St 676 Grand Street 1625 Crestview Ln

Winona, MN 55987 Winona, MN 55987 Owatonna, MN 55060

507-313-5861 507-458-5396

joshheric@hbci.com meyers5396@gmail.com

18
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SAL MEMBERSHIP FOR 8/19/2019

SQUAD LOCATION GQAL |PREVIOUS [TURNIN | TOTAL PERCENT | LEFT DATE
9|WINONA 81 0 4 4 4.94% 77 8/19/2019
40[LANESBORO 62 0 0 0 0.00% 62 8/19/2019
50WABASHA 11 0 0 0 0.00% 11 8/19/2019
90|LEWISTON 47 0 0 0 0.00% 47 8/19/2019
92|ROCHESTER 133 0 80 80 60.15% 53 8/19/2019
94|RUSHFORD 48 0 0 0 0.00% 48 8/19/2019
119|BYRON 38 0 0 0 0.00% 38 8/19/2019
164|STEWARTVILLE 111 0 12 12 10.81% 99 8/19/2019
166|PRESTON 44 0 0 0 0.00% 44 8/19/2019
179|PLAINVIEW 18 0 0 0 0.00% 18 8/19//2019
190|ST CHARLES 12 0 7 7 58.33% 5 8/19/2019
191|CALEDONIA 3 0 0 0 0.00% 3 8/19/2019
249|SPRING GROVE 3 0 0 0 0.00% 3 8/19/2019
299|MABEL 29 0 0 0 0.00% 29 8/19/2019
423|HOUSTON 3 0 0 0 0.00% 3 8/19/2019
546|KELLOGG 24 0 0 0 0.00% 24 8/19/2019
551|EYOTA 44 0 0 0 0.00% 44 8/19/2019
573|ELGIN 3 0 0 0 0.00% 3 8/19/2019
579|MILLVILLE 32 0 0 0 0.00% 32 8/19/2019
595|LA CRESCENT 71 0 0 0 0.00% 71 8/19/2019
TOTAL FOR EAST SIDE 817 0 0 103 12.61%| 714 8/19/2019
52|BLOOMING PRAIRIE 42 0 0 0 0.00% 42 8/19/2019
56/ALBERT LEA 141 0 44 44 31.21% 97 8/19/2019
75|NEW RICHLAND 5 0 0 0 0.00% 5 8/19/2019
77|]O0WATONNA 142 0 0 0 0.00% 142 8/19/2019
91|AUSTIN 72 0 0 0 0.00% 72 8/19/2019
105|LYLE 35 0 0 0 0.00% 35 8/19/2019
140|GRAND MEADOW 13 0 0 0 0.00% 13 8/19/2019
146|ADAMS 136 0 0 0 0.00% 136 8/19/2019
161|LEROY 51 0 0 0 0.00% 51 8/19/2019
228|WASECA 32 0 0 0 0.00% 32 8/19/2019
264|GLENVILLE 41 0 6 6 14.63% 35 8/19/2019
266|HARTLAND 15 0 0 0 0.00% 15 8/19/2019
281JANESVILLE 10 0 0 0 0.00% 10 8/19/2019
317|[EMMONS 16 0 0 0 0.00% 16 8/19/2019
330|HAYFIELD 36 0 0 0 0.00% 36 8/19/2019
333|KASSON 35 0 0 0 0.00% 35 8/19/2019
384|DODGE CENTER 13 0 0 0 0.00% 13 8/19/2019
404|ALDEN 63 0 0 0 0.00% 63 8/19/2019
552|FREEBORN 32 0 0 0 0.00% 32 8/19/2019

TOTAL FOR WEST

SIDE 930 0 50 50 5.38%| 880 8/19/2019
1111|DAKOTA 83 0 0 0 0.00% 83 8/19/2019
TOTAL FOR DISTRICT 1830 0 0 0 0.00%| 1830 8/19/2019
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AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

DIRECTOR

Roe Naylor

63109 240th St
Brownsdale, MN 55918
507-438-5804

VICE DIRECTOR

Mark Maloney

5530 E 9th St

Winona, MN 55987
507-513-1582
markmaloney1962@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Nancy Lewison

68127 150th St

Adams, MN 55909
507-582-3390
lewisonnancy@gmail.com

SGT AT ARMS

Joe Smillie

10017th St NW

Austin, MN 55912
641-590-3522
Joesmillie.js@gmail.com

HISTORIAN

Kassy Betterman
1625Crestview Lane
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-533-9434

CHAPLAIN

Karla Miller

5530W 9th St

Winona, MN 55987
928sunshine@gmail.com

FIRST DISTICT AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Congratulations to the new officers. If you have questions or concerns,
please reach out to our director or advisor. The contact information is on the
left.

Rider chapters-if you have an event coming up and would like it published in
the newsletter or our Facebook page, please e-mail it to lewisonnan-

cy@gmail.com.

Please see the flyer in this newsletter for the fall ride on October Sth,2019
hosted by the Rushford ALR.

The Department ALR Romp is scheduled for September 13-15" at Legionville.
All ALR members are welcome to attend. There will be a meeting as well as
other events happening. If you are staying on the grounds, campers and
tents are welcomed. If you are staying in the barracks you need to bring bed-
ding, towels etc.

Thank you to all of the Posts, Auxiliary Units and SAL Chapters for the dona-
tions to the legacy scholarship fund. We did not have a district ride this year
and we asked for your support. You did it!

A fall meeting notice will be sent out and posted on Facebook at a later date.

Nancy Lewison
First District ALR Secretary
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SRELAX EFRY

Choose steak, shrimp or both!
Served with a baked
potato, dinner salad and
Texas garlic toast.
| 12 oZ. ribeye $15
6 shrimp $10
8 oz. ribeye & 3 shrimp $15

Proceeds go toward required kitchen upgrades
and other building repairs.

~ Tuesday ~ Waseca Post 228 [ _ Friday -
Bingo with  Legion Family  Past Officer
Special Games Celebrates Appreciation
& Drink {by invitc)
Specials In a Bind
? performs in the
lounge at 7 p.m. |
~ Wednesday ~| |1, AMERICAN LEGION (epsito public)
Open House
-
3-7 p.m ‘ | ~ Saturday ~
Historic | %7 Membership
Displays & /& Dinner
Refreshmcnts VETERANS STILL SERVING AMERICA Social Hour at 4
W Program at 5
aseca ‘
. e iz | Miller Denn in|
Legion Trivia | |
t7 p.m the lounge after
a .m.
October
~ Sunday ~
~ Thursday ~
i i~ 6 Dad’s Belgian
Beer & Brats Waffles ‘;
Scrving starts 2019 8 a.m. -12 noon
i Vikings Game
Meat Raffles A

Lic. A 00135

Fall
Chicken-Q

Saturday September 7, 2019

Winona Legion Club
302 East Sarnia

Serving 11am until Gone
**pre-Sales held until 1pm**

2 BBQ Chicken, Baked Potato, Baked
Beans and Bloedow’s Roll all for just

$8.00

Tickets available at the bar or from any
SAL member.

A portion of the praceeds will be donated to the
Winona Area Toys for Kids campaign

2nd Friday Monthly, 5-7 p.m.

Waseca American Legion
700 South State St ~ 507-833-993§

LACRESCENT SAL OMELET
BREAKFAST

8:00 AM until 12:00 PM

AT THE LACRESCENT EVENT CENTER
ON THE LAST SUNDAY MORNING OF
THE ODD NUMBERED MONTHS.
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Registration 9am
Kickstands up at 11am
Cost will be $20.00 per driver
& $10.00 per rider
Ride starts at Rushford American Le

Proceeds from this ride will
support Veterans and Vetera
Causes. A portion of this
will also be givento
Jenni Peterson (District 1 Ri
to recover from her mﬂ& '
expenses due to a mot&n_:)da
accident in June.
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