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    Legion Contacts 

 

Commander 

Gary Miller 

PO Box 151 

Eyota, MN  55934 

507-545-2703 

gmusmc32@yahoo.com 

 

Adjutant 

Wayne Hammon  Jr 

115 East Cabot St 

LeRoy, MN  55951 

507/696/2707 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

 

Membership 

Gary Weaver 

29 N Elm 

Lac Crescent, MN  55947 

507-895-2818 or 507-696-1431 

 gweaver@acegroup.cc 

  

Chaplain 

Larry Otto 

14758SW  52nd  Ave 

Ellendale, MN   56026 

507-475-1023 

larryandem2@gmail.com 
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       DEC  2018 

 

                IMPORTANT  DATES 

December 8, 2018  -  The Department 

Pearl Harbor Rally. Fairibault American 

Legion Post 43, social time at 11:00 AM, 

brunch served at 12:00 and program 

following. 

December  16, 2018  -  The First District 

Christmas party at Eyota American Le-

gion Post 551. Christmas caroling will 

start at 1:00 pm with social time follow-

ing in the legion hall. 

December 25, 2018  -  Christmas Day—

Please remember the reason for the 

season and keep our service members 

and their families in your thoughts and 

prayers.  

January 5, 2019  - First District Mid Win-

ter at  The LeRoy Community Center, 

LeRoy, MN. Exec Boards at 9:00 AM and   

sessions starting at 10:00 AM.  

January 5, 2019, The First District Ora-

torical Contest at the LeRoy Community 

Center, LeRoy, MN starting at 1:00 PM. 

This contest is during the First District 

Mid Winer. 

 

      VICE—COMMANDER INFORMATION 

Area One   -  Andru  Peters 
                        1009 Safari Way 
                        Lake City, MN   55041 
                        651—345—3045 
                        candancinbear@yahoo.com 
 
Area Two  -  Dale Wellik 
                       17941 Cty Hwy 34 
                       Dodge Center, MN  55927 
                 507-374-2766  or  507-421-5674 
                        treeson34@gmail.com 
                     
Area Three   -  Ralph Schneekloth 
                           40621   130th St 
                          Mabel, MN  55947 
                 507-493-5705  or  507-438-6319 
                           schneekolthr@gmail.com 
                 
Area  Four   -   Roland Hanson 
                           2002  10th  ST  SE 
                           Austin, MN  55912 
                           507/438/6573 
                           lorohanson@outlook.com 
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A cold day Hello: 
 
    Well, we're down to the last 30 days to pay your dues before you become delinquent. We are also behind last year’s total at 
this time by over 700, @ back in tenth place. WE were going in the right direction, was at 7th place. 
   Was just at Wabasha County meeting and membership was the big topic, we just got to get out there knocking on doors, and at 
the same time asking if they know of any veterans. See someone with anything (shirt, cap or jacket)   that shows they might have 
been in the service, ask them if they in the Legion. And then sign them up if not already a member.. Also when talking to those 
who have not paid, remind them of the benefits that could lose by not being paid up by the end of the year, you @ them might be 
surprised (best example Insurance). 
 I went to Lyle for their rally, not too bad of a turn in for the number that was there. 1st @ 3rd Vice Commander Hammon brought 
plenty of applications for the Legion, Auxiliary @ Sons to put in envelops and then gave them out right away, everyone was busy 
for a while. 
     Thanks to Lyle for hosting the rally @ very good soup and sandwiches. Our next one will be the Pearl Harbor Car Caravan Mem-
bership Rally in Faribault, December 8th stating at 11:00 for most of you, some have to be there at 09:00.... 
     On December 1st will be at the dedication of the  6 passenger golf cart in Preston, which was Commander Les Shaunce  project 
last year, Everything is now ready, just hope the snow holds off that day. 
     Then on the 16th of December the 1st Dist. Christmas Party will be in Eyota, starting at 1:00 pm so be sure to bring something 
to share. (Cookies, bars, relish tray or whatever you would like) there will be some hot food also. If you happen to be in the Eyota 
area on the 15th of Dec. there will be a customer appreciation at the Post also, and you’re welcome to attend this. (5:00 pm) 
 
Gary Miller 
 1st Dist. Commander 

                            FROM YOUR COMMANDER’S DESK 

 

                                   FROM  YOUR  LEGISTATIVE CHAIRMAN 
 
 With the Minnesota elections completed and tallied, the Democrats still hold the Governor’s seat with Tim Walz, former District 1 Con-
gressman, and also one of the highest ranking military non-com serving in Congress.  The MN Senate remains Republican, would as-
sume Sen. Bruce Anderson will continue as chairman of the Senate Veterans Affairs committee.  In the MN House, this branch flipped 
from Republican to Democrat.  Current Chairman of the MN House Veterans Affairs Committee, was Rep Bob Dettmer, who now has to 
step down being in the minority party as the majority party representatives hold the chairmanships of committee assignments.  The 
House Democrat Majority Leader announced the new Chair of the House Veterans affairs Committee in Rep Rob Ecklund (3A), Interna-
tional Falls.    
    I will begin lobbying to at least have Rep Dettmer continue to hold the Vice Chairmanship. 
   Also attended a United Veterans Legislative council meeting and will issue a meeting information summary update accordingly. 
 
Andru Peters—First District Legislative Chairman 
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                                                                               FROM  AREA  ONE    
  A profound THANK YOU to all Legionnaires who served proudly wearing the uniform of the branch of service they were 
attached with as we celebrated Veterans Day this year.  It was with great honor to be invited to deliver five (5).Veterans Day 
speeches which included presentations made on Fri, November 9 @ Plainview-Elgin-Millville high school;  Sat, November 10 @ 
Millville Post #579; Sun, November 11 @ Lake City Post #110; Mon, November 12 @ Rushford-Peterson high school, and Wed, 
November 14 @ Lake City Kiwanis Club.  The speeches focused on the veteran and their dedication to embrace the “echo” of 
DUTY, HONOR & COUNTRY. 
   Also had the privilege of presenting a proclamation to the City of Millville city council to adopt a resolution designating the city 
as a Purple Heart city.  This was the fourth presentation having a county or city designated as a Purple Heart city/county.  Also as 
the Wabasha County Council commander, conducted the Fall Quarterly meeting.   
Andru Peters—Area One Vice Commander 

                                                                             FROM AREA THREE 

Greetings. Hearty wishes for a great Christmas season to all. Post Commanders, as leaders of your Posts, please ensure you 
have read your Officers Manuals and are familiar with your duties as well as those on the team. One final time, all Posts in 
Area 3 that are 100% or higher by January first will receive a special incentive award from myself, enough said. Over the holi-
day season keep an eye on members, do buddy checks, reach out and help where needed. Too many lose it this time of year. 
How are we doing at convincing new prospective members to make an investment in the organization, versus membership for 
the sake of being a member. Always treat others better than you expect to be treated, and remember you are a steward, 
wanting to leave things in better shape than you found it.  

Ralph Schneekloth  

Area 3 Vice Commander  

                                                                                        FROM AREA TWO 

Greetings to all 
 
We now have Thanksgiving holiday behind us. Pearl Harbor Day is upon us and the Christmas holidays. 
Red shirt Friday is a good reminder to support all Troops serving by wearing red on all Fridays until all are returned home. 
Do something for the families that have someone deployed during this time.!! 
Membership is still a big project for everyone to be working on. Get those to renew that still haven’t. The end of the year is 
upon us and benefits for continuous years of membership will be lost. We don't want that to happen!! 
Support our Troops and God bless everyone have a safe and blessed holiday season. 
 
Area 2 vice commander 

                                                                                                 

                                                                                         FROM AREA FOUR  

  Greetings Comrades,            

                                                                             

Where did the year go? I can’t believe its December already. Hope everyone had a safe and happy Thanksgiving. I hope that 

everyone also gave some thought to our homeless veterans.                                                                                       

The Mower County Veterans Council packed and handed out 72 food baskets on November 19th for Thanksgiving. They will be 

doing the same for Christmas.                                                                                                             

I will again be handing out bookmarks to remind everyone of the four pillars of the American Legion. Educating everyone on 

the programs and benefits of the American Legion will enhance our efforts to attract new members and activate our current 

membership. The more they know,  the more they will care.                                                                                                   

Don’t forget the Pearl Harbor Rally on December 8th at Post 43 Faribault.                                                                                                                 

Don’t forget to thank a veteran.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Rollie Hanson, Area Four Vice Commander 
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                                       From your 1st District Legion Chaplain  
 

It’s hard to believe it’s already the last month of the year; soon a new year will begin.  2018 is coming to an end 

and 2019 will come and go just as fast.  As I get older the years seem to go by faster.  When I was young it seemed 

like it took forever for Christmas to come.  Now it’s just like it was last week and here it is again!  Now don’t get me 

wrong, I enjoy this time of year.  Fresh snow on the ground, decorations going up all over the place, the Christmas 

trees are decorated and the house smells of the season.  Little ones are writing their lists, Moms and Dads, Grand-

mas and Grandpas are shopping for all those things listed.  It’s always fun to watch those young ones open up pre-

sents at Christmas time.  But I think we’ve lost the true meaning of the season—that being a child was born and in 

33 years would die to save us from our sins. 

Isaiah 9:6 & 7 says, “..for to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders and 

he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his gov-

ernment and peace there will be no end.”  In Luke the second chapter, verses 10 and 11, the angels address the 

shepherds:  “Don’t be afraid; I will bring you good news of great joy that will be to all people.  Today in the town of 

David a savior has been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord.”  And then they went and found the baby as they were 

told.  The Bible tells us that the Wisemen sought Him out.  Many wise men and women still seek Him today. 

May your Christmas be full of joy and peace.  May you have loved ones near for the holiday and may you find that 

little child born so long ago, in your heart now and forever. 

Until Next Time, 

Larry Otto 

First District Chaplain 

BELOW— First District Legion Family members packing membership application packets at the First District 

Rally  in Lyle Post 105. 
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                                    IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE LEGION 
                                        ORATORICAL CONTEST 
 

District Contest will be held at Mid-Winter in Leroy on Jan 5th 2019.  Contest to start at 1:00. If you need 
further info you can also go to legion.org and go to Oratorical site to get the rules and regulations   Or you 
can email me at papafix1@gmail.com for info.  We will be awarding for 1st $200.00, 2nd $125.00 and 3rd 
$75.00.  Department contest will be at Osseo and Anoka Posts on Saturday March 2nd.  More info will be 
distributed to the winner at District level when the time comes. 
 
Amendment 1 Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances 
 
Amendment 4 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable 
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, sup-
ported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 

Amendment 13   
1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 
2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

Amendment 21   
1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is   hereby repealed. 
2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United States for deliv-
ery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 
3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by 
conventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the 
submission hereof to the States by the Congress. 

Sy Fix 
District and Department Chairman. 

http://legion.org/
mailto:papafix1@gmail.com
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AUSTIN  AREA  VETERANS  COUNCIL PACKING  FOOD  BOXES  FOR NEEDY  

VETERANS IN MOWER  COUNTY 

  LEFT—  Boxes all packed, ready for delivery though out 

Mower County 

RIGHT—Council members packing the boxes with 

the fixings for a Thanksgiving meal. 

LEFT— Waiting for the food supplies to arrive. 
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Auxiliary  Contacts 

 

 

President 

Michelle Weaver 

1303 Kane St, Lacrosse, WI 54603 

608-519-8311 or 608-881-9049 

Weaver.michelle595@gmail.com 

 

Secretary  

Sharon Hammon 

115 East Cabot St. LeRoy, MN  55951 

507-923-7205 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

 

 Membership / First Vice 

Wanda Prescher 

3321 Vista View  Ct SW  

Rochester, MN   55902 

507-280-4027 

W.prescher@kmwb.net 

 

Treasurer  

Audrey Farnsworth 

302 1st St E, Stewartville, MN  55976 

507-533-4454 

harlee@charter.net 

       F IRST  DISTRICT  AUXILIARY NEWS                                                                     

 

                FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 

Hello 1st District Auxiliary Members; 

We are ending another year, please while enjoying time with your 

families remember the men and women who are not able to be with 

theirs. 

We will be having out 1st District Christmas Party on December 16th 

at 1:00 pm at the Eyota Post 551, hoping to see many of you there. 

Bring the kids and grandkids our Junior President Kassie Bettermann 

has planned activities for them. 

Annual Per capita are slowly coming in please get them in promptly, 

amounts were in the October and November newsletters and if you 

have any questions please let me know. 

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

Michelle Weaver 

Weaver.michelle595@gmail.com 
608-881-9049 

 

 

 

mailto:Weaver.michelle595@gmail.com
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                               FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends! 
Membership! Membership! Membership! 
I know we all are getting tired of hearing this, but it is important that we get it turned in. 
We had a good turn-in in Lyle!  Thank you! 
Saturday-December 8th - Pearl Harbor Rally:  Membership turn-in at 11:00am-12:00pm. If anyone is going from 
your Post, please give them whatever membership you have ready at that time. 
Have a blessed Christmas with your family and friends, and remember our Military and their families. 
 
Wanda Prescher 
Membership 

 

                FROM YOUR AUXILIARY HONORARY JR PRESIDENT 

Greetings, 

This month has been busy for me. I attended the District Rally in Mabel and collected some donations for my 

project. My project is to donate monies to a service dog that will help a veteran. When training a service dog, 

the cost can be expensive. I was told it can cost up to $23,000 to train a service dog. My goal is to help pay 

for part of this service dog. I also attended the Department Fall Conference in Marshall. This was a good 

learning experience for me and I had a great time with everyone. 

I wanted to let all Junior members know that there will be a Christmas Party for the department on Decem-

ber 16th in Eyota. I encourage all young SAL and Junior members to attend. There will be gifts, games and 

crafts for all to do. 

Thank you, 

Kassy Bettermann, 1st District  Honorary Junior Auxiliary President 

 

 

          Gilmore-Stensrud Post #552 Auxiliary, Freeborn, MN  event 
 
December 2, 2018 beginning at 3:00/4:30/5:00/6:00 
Santa visits/Hospice Tree Lighting Ceremony/Community Potluck/Community Bingo Party 
 
Thank You 
Sandra Anderson, Auxiliary President 
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Auxiliary Emergency Fund 

We will be having a silent auction during the First District Mid-Winter Conference.  

Please see the details regarding the conference elsewhere in the newsletter.  There is 

also a flyer in this newsletter if you wish to print it for your Post, Unit or Squadron. 

I ask you to bring items for the auction.  Please bring items that you would enjoy bid-

ding on or having in your own home.  Crafts and homemade items such as jams, pick-

les and similar things are good bidding items. 

**New this year will be a bake sale** If you enjoy baking (or eating it) this is for 

you!!   Anyone interesting in bringing something for the bake sale, it will be wel-

comed. 

Watching the news and seeing all of the disasters makes us realize for the most part, 

we seemed to be blessed!   The most recent being those in the fire raged areas of 

California.  How many of them are Legion Family members who may need our help?  

When all resources have been exhausted, we are able to help them by funding the 

American Legion Auxiliary Fund.   

I hope you will join me in making this event a successful one!  For those of you won-

dering, the event held at the Department Fall Conference raised over $6,400.  Thank 

you for your donation!! 

Nancy Lewison 

First District AEF Chairman 
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FIRST DISTRICT  

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY  

EMERGENCY FUND  

SILENT AUCTION 

&  

BAKE SALE 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5TH, 2019 

MID WINTER CONFERENCE  

 

PLEASE BRING ITEMS FOR THE  

SILENT AUCTION AND BAKE SALE 
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    SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN   LEGION   NEWS 

COMMANDER 

Tim Weaver 

1303 Kane St 

La Crosse, WI   54603 

608-304-6532 

timweaver595@gmail.co 

 

 

 

ADJUTANT 

Dave Bilderback 

44092   2nd  Ave   NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

507-250-1057 

dbilderbackb@aol.com 

 

 

 

EAST  SIDE VICE  COMMANDER 

Jeremiah Oeltjen 

412  3rd  Ave SE—Stewartville, MN 55976 

507—251—6940 

jeremiah@oeltjen.us 

 

 

WEST SIDE VICE COMMANDER 

Ron Wolff 

1213 Clear Lake Dr 

Waseca, MN   55903 

507-456-3817 

ronwolff@gmail.com 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Dave Nelson 

1412   Garfield Ave 
Albert Lea, MN   56007 
507-383-1115 
didavemn@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

Greetings and SALutations! 
 
   I hope that everyone had a great Thanksgiving.  This will not be my 
normal run of the mill newsletter so if I offend anyone I would like to 
apologize in advance. 
   First with some good news, we have achieved the 45% goal that was 
set for December 12th.  Thank you for all your hard work.  However, 
we still have 14 squadrons on the goose egg.  Do not sit on member-
ships and get them turned in as soon as you receive them. 
   Secondly, in regards to my project we have raised approximate-
ly $125 for CWF.  This is far from my goal of $2500.   If every member 
were to donate just $2 then we would far exceed my goal. 
   Now for something that may be unsettling to some but has to be 
said.  To say the least, I am disappointed by the turnout that we have 
had at our rallies and fall conference by the SAL.  We have almost 
2000 members yet we cannot even get 1% of those members to show 
up to a district function.  Please try to make a district func-
tion.                                                                                                                      
    Our Mid-winter conference is coming up in January and we will be 
having an executive board meeting and general session.  Please make 
an effort to attend.  Also, if you are interested in becoming a district 
officer for the 2019-2020 year, please attend the Mid-winter confer-
ence.   
   As always, please keep our servicemen and women in your prayers. 
   Respectfully submitted, 
   Tim Weaver 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  RIDERS  

  

 DIRECTOR 

Roe Naylor 

63109  240th  St 

Brownsdale, MN 55918 
 507-438-5804     
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

Karla Miller 

5530  W  9th St—Winona, MN 55987 

507—459—5962 

928sunshine@gmail.com 

SECRETARY 

Joe Smillie 

1001   7th  St NW 

Austin, MN   55912 

641-590-3522 

SGT AT ARMS 

James Rinehart 

28006US Highway 218—Austin, MN 55912 

612—991—4669 

kgwenel@msn.com 

HISTORIAN 

Kassy Betterman 

1625 Crestview Lane—Owatonna, MN 55060 

507—533—9434 

CHAPLAIN 

Ron Knudson 

431 Shellrock Ln—Glenville, MN—56036 

browninggold3112@yahoo.com 

ROAD CAPTAIN 
Mark Maloney 

2315 Park Lane SE  - Rochester, MN  - 55904 

507—513—1582 

markmaloney0003@gmail.com 

 

 

             UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

The next First District American Legion Rider meeting 

will be on Sunday December 9, 2018 at 1:00 PM in  

Owatonna American Legion Post 77. 

 

 

Austin American Legion Post 91 American Legion Rid-

ers are having a Christmas Party on Saturday Decem-

ber 15 at 6:00 PM.in Austin American Legion Post 91. 

It is a pot luck with music and karaoke to follow. We 

would like to invite all riders to help celebrate the sea-

son with us. 
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The Forte Milers Barbershop Chorus & 
The Adams American Legion Auxiliary  

present 
 

Christmas Cabernet Con-
cert 

 

Sunday December 9 – 3:00 p.m. 
Adams American Legion  

   
2:00 p.m. – Wine Available, Cheese & Crackers 
3:00 p.m. – Forte Milers Christmas Chorus  Concert                 
4:00 p.m. – Desserts & Coffee 

 

Free Will Donations 
All proceeds go to the Adams American Legion 
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