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    Legion   Contacts 

 

Commander 

Mike Parry 

601 13th Ave SE  

Waseca, MN    56093 

507— 382—8447 

mparry57@gmail.com 

 

Adjutant 

Wayne Hammon  Jr 

115 East Cabot St 

LeRoy, MN  55951 

507/696/2707 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

 

Membership 

Mary Hanson 

1701  4th Ave   SW 

Austin, MN  55912 

507—440—3606 

mfhanson52@charter.net 

 

Chaplain 

Larry Otto 

14758SW  52nd  Ave 

Ellendale, MN   56026 
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         IMPORTANT  DATES 

December 4, 2021—

Department Pearl Harbor 

Rally— Montgomery. 

American Legion Post 79, 

102 Elm Ave SW, Mont-

gomery, MN  12:00 to 

4:00 PM 

December 12, 2021  - Dis-

trict Christmas Party—

Stewartville Post 164, 

1100  2nd Ave NW Stew-

artville, MN at 12:00 

noon. Bring a new un-

wrapped toy for toys for 

tots. 

January 8, 2022—First 

District Mid Winter at 

Waseca American Legion 

Post 228, 700 South State 

Street, Waseca, MN . Ex-

ec Boards 8:30AM ses-

sions at 10:00AM  

      VICE—COMMANDER    INFORMATION 

Area One   -   
David Baer 
45  S  Benson Dr  - Lewiston, MN   55952 
507—279—8455 
davidbaer@gmail.com 
 
Area Two  -   
Gene Luedtke 
325  Hoffman Dr, Apt 305, Owatonna, MN 55060 
 
gene.luedtke@hotmail.com 
                     
Area Three   -   
Dale Wellik 
17941County Highway 34  - Dodge Center MN 55927 
507-374-2766 
treeson34@gmail.com 
            
Area  Four   -    

Wesley Halverson                            

524 Milrose Cir  - Albert Lea, MN  -  56007 

507—383—7983 

weshalverson@gmail.com                

MEDICAL   EQUIPMENT   AVAILIABLE                                          

Kasson Post 333 has a over supply of 

medical equipment which includes 

hospital beds with mattresses,  wheel 

chairs (both regular and electric), mo-

torized scooters and much more. If 

interested please call Richard Denny 

at 507—259—2081 for more infor-

mation. 

     IMPORTANT  IFORMATION 

     On the last page of this news-

letter you will find the three (3) 

applications for the Legion Family. 

    Please print off that page of the 

newsletter and care the applica-

tions with you incase you run 

across someone who is not a 

member. Remember,  “all you 

have to do is ask.” 
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                                                         Hello from the Mighty 1st District! 

First, a few dates I want to remind you of. 

December 12 – First District Christmas Party – Stewartville Post 164, 

January 8, 2022 – First District Mid-Winter at Waseca Post 228 

Thursday February 17– First District East Rally at Lewiston Post 

March 19 – First District Jr Conference – Glenville 

March 26 – First District Winter West Rally – Ellendale 

April 30 – First District Leaders combined testimonials – At Eyota 

May 7 – First District SAL & ALR Conferences – Albert Lea 

May 21—The First District Legion, Auxiliary & SAL Convention - Albert Lea 

You can check the 1st District Facebook page for more details.   

 

We all know that these are challenging times.  Probably more stress than many are used to.  I’m not sure if Covid has 

created this stress and changes I’ve seen or not, but I do know that each of us needs to take a step back and take a 

deep breath.  In my short time as 1st District Commander, I’ve seen things happen amongst Veterans that I just didn’t 

think I’d see.  As I travel from different events at the District & Post level, I’ve heard some of my comrades speaking 

disparagingly about an interracial partnership loud enough for others to hear.  I’ve witnessed the disrespect towards 

Commanders by Post membership to the point that I was embarrassed.   I’m aware of older veterans challenging the 

credentials of younger veterans’ face to face.  What’s even worse, I believe it was misogynist in nature.  I’ve wit-

nessed older veterans holding onto the past so tightly that it is affecting the present.  I ask myself why?  Why is this 

happening?  Is it happening throughout the American Legion Family?  The only answer I can come up with is that 

there is so much evil going on in the world.  Evil that is affecting many Legion Posts.  For that matter, affecting many 

businesses, communities and families.  Some call it Spiritual Warfare.  So how can we overcome what I speak of?  I 

think we need to listen closely to our Chaplains as they say the opening prayer before each Post, District & Depart-

ment meetings.   I think we need to realize that we are here together, veterans - veterans that really have the same 

goal of helping each other, not destroying or belittling one because we don’t see eye to eye.  Let us each take time to 

look in the mirror and see what our real motives are.  Michael Jackson’s song says it all…(with some revisions) 

 

I'm starting with the person in the mirror 

I'm asking them to change their ways 

And no message could've been any clearer 

If they wanna make the world a better place 

Take a look at yourself and then make a change  

  

If I’ve upset anyone with what I’ve written, so be it.  I know my shoe size, do you? 

Feel free to send me an e-mail with any response.  Mparry57@gmail.com. 
 

God Bless America!!!  God Bless our Veterans!!! 

 

Mike Parry, 1st District Commander 

 

   ( PLEASE BRING A NEW UNWRAPPED TOY TO THE CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR TOYS FOR TOTS) 

mailto:Mparry57@gmail.com
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                                                                   DECEMBER 2021 NEWS FROM THE CHAPLAIN 

To the 1
st
 District American Legion family, 

 
There’s an old song that goes something like this: “It’s the most wonderful time of the year…” 

This truly is the most wonderful time of year for me.  We’ve just enjoyed a day of Thanksgiving, with the tur-

key and everything that goes with it.  Along with all the delicious food and good fellowship I believe, most im-

portantly, is to look back at the past year and be thankful.  We can be thankful to our Heavenly Father for all 

of our blessings—a home, jobs, family and for this great country we live in.  We should be thankful for the 

freedoms we enjoy because of people like you and me; people who served our country in the past and contin-

ue to do so.  We are also thankful for those currently serving and pray God’s protection over them.   

 
While expression of thanks for our country and service personnel is at the top of my thanksgiving list, I am 

most thankful for a little child born many years ago in the small town of Bethlehem.  In the Old Testament 

book of Isaiah, 11
th
 chapter, verse 1 it says, “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 

branch shall grow out of his roots” foretelling of the coming of Jesus.  Jesus was to come from the line of Da-

vid.  (Jesse was David’s father.)  There are many places in the Bible that tell of the coming Messiah, even his 

birth in Bethlehem, and how he came to take away my sins and the sins of the world.  To me, that is the focus 

of the Christmas season.  It’s not about presents under the tree, but about a baby born in a manger who in 30 

short years led a nation and the world into receiving him as Lord and Savior—a tiny child who came to be 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He was born over 2000 years ago and yet we still look for his coming again.  

“Wisemen still seek him”.  We who call ourselves Christians seek him daily, so at this time of year, be thankful 

for all God has done for you; but, also be thankful for the One who came to give us new life, Jesus the Messi-

ah! 

 
December 7

th
 is the 80

th
 anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, leading up to our involvement in WW2.  At 

one time we saw 16 million people in uniform.  Let us never, as a nation, be that unprepared again.  Remem-

ber our service personnel both at home, here in the states, and those deployed overseas.  Check on a fellow 

veteran, call or stop by.  Lend a hand to someone in need. 

 
Until next month, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!   

 
May the Peace and Grace of our Heavenly Father Be with You and Yours, 

Larry H. Otto, 1
st
 District Chaplain 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

http://flickr.com/photos/soldiersmediacenter/11407219153
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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                                                                    Greetings from Area 4 
 
  I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving with family and friends. 
 
  I’m sorry I was unable to visit any of the posts lately. My wife and I both tested positive for COVID-19. Therefore I 
missed the 1st District Fall Rally, Veterans Day Events and visiting the posts.  I do plan to resume now during De-
cember. 
 
We need to continue to work on our membership. To reiterate my message from a few months ago “membership 
is an important part of any organization”. Not only do we need to keep/renew our past members but recruit new 
members. To recruit the younger military personnel and get our members more active we need to offer them 
something that interests them.  When trying to get new members or get our current members more active they 
usually ask me “What’s in it for me or what do you have to offer me?” So get thinking about what your post can do 
to entice your members to renew their membership and possibly to sign new individuals. 
 
On the 7th of December we honor those veterans who lost their lives during the  
Air Raid On Pearl Harbor. On December 7, 1941, Japanese planes attacked the United States Naval Base at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii Territory, killing more than 2,300 Americans. The U.S.S. Arizona was completely destroyed and the 
U.S.S. Oklahoma capsized. 
This happened at 7:55 a.m. Hawaii time, when a Japanese dive bomber bearing the red symbol of the Rising Sun of 
Japan on its wings appears out of the clouds above the island of Oahu. A swarm of 360 Japanese warplanes fol-
lowed, descending on the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor in a ferocious assault. The surprise attack struck a critical 
blow against the U.S. Pacific fleet and drew the United States irrevocably into World War II.  
My wife and I visited the memorial site and it is not only humbling but sad to know the history of the attack.  
 
        “American Legion Fast-pitch Softball” 
Personally I am so excited to see that fast pitch softball will be offered to high school girls in Minnesota.  A new 
committee has been started up by the American Legion Department of Minnesota Executive Committee: the Fast 
Pitch Softball Committee under the umbrella of the Minnesota American Legion Foundation. It will be Fund 51. 
There is a lot to do in developing this program. If there are any posts wishing to donate to Fast Pitch Softball you 
can use charitable gambling funds and give to “Minnesota American Legion Foundation Fund 51.” Mail it to Minne-
sota American Legion Fast-pitch Softball, 20 W. 12th St. Room 300A, St. Paul MN 55155. 
 
To wrap things up I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
Wes Halverson  
Area 4 Vice Commander 
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   DISTRICT  AND  DEPARTMENT  DATES. 

   December 4, 2021 – Department Pearl Harbor Rally—time –12:000 to 4:00 
PM  – Montgomery Post 79, 102 Elm Ave SW, Montgomery, MN 

   December 12, 2021 – First District Christmas Party – Stewartville Post 164, 
1100  2nd Ave NW, Stewartville, MN. 12:00 noon to 3:30 PM. There will be 

caroling with a chili feed at around 2:30 PM. Please bring something to 
pass, snack, dessert, dip, ect. There will be arts and crafts for the younger 
children put on by the District Auxiliary Honorary Jr President so bring the 

little ones along, also bring a new unwrapped toy for toys 4 tots.  

   January 8, 2022 – First District Mid-Winter at Waseca Post 228, 700 South 
State Street, Waseca, MN.  Exec Boards 8:30 AM, Sessions !0:00 AM 

   February 5, 2022 – Department Sweetheart Rally Pine Island Post 184, 108  
1st Ave SE, Pine Island, MN  12:00 social 1:00 PM  lunch and 3:00 program. 

   Thursday February 17, 2022– First District Rally at Lewiston Post 90, 100 
East Main Street, Lewiston, MN - 6 PM 

   March 12, 2022– Department Appreciation Rally -Forest Lake American Le-
gion Post 225, 355 W Broadway Ave. Forest Lake, MN.       

   March 19 , 2022– First District Jr Conference – Glenville Post 264, 331 W 
Main, Glenville, MN Exec Board 9:00 AM, Conference called to order imme-

diately after Exec Board. 

  March 26, 2022 West Side Rally—Ellendale Community Center, 1:00PM 

  April 30, 2022 – First District Leaders combined testimonials – At Eyota 
Post 551, 11 Madison Ave SW, Eyota, MN 

   May 7, 2022 – First District SAL & ALR  Conferences – Albert Lea Post 56, 142 

North Broadway, Albert Lea, MN 

             May 21, 2022—The First District Legion and Auxiliary Convention -      

Albert Lea Post 56, 142 North Broadway, Albert Lea, MN - 8:30 AM Exec 

Boards, 10 AM Convention call to order. 
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        IMPORTANT INFORMATION          

  I am on the global war on terrorism design 
committee in Rochester, MN. We are asking 
for anyone in a 75 mile radius of Rochester to 
write us about any stories and or remem-
brance you have had. If you were one of the 
ones who were activated or were a fire man, 
policeman or first responder even if we're one 
of many dog handlers. What we thinking for a 
design is a time line even type of theme this 
will be an extension to the war memorial at 
Solders Field, so if you have any memories of 
that send them 
to markmaloney1962@gmail.com.   Thanks 
The Olmsted Committee 
  
                  Commander  
           Mark A Maloney III 

                                                    FROM AREA THREE 
 

 

Thank you for your service and support and dedication to our country and the American Legion. 
November is all but over and it was a very busy month. Fall rally in Owatonna on November 6th. 
Thank all of you for taking the time on such a beautiful day to attend and continue to do the work 
of the American Legion.  
Veterans Day, I hope everyone was able to attend a function or more that day  or at that time  to 
Honor our fellow Veterans. Membership meals to get your membership dues paid. We are coming 
up to the end of the year. 
We don't want anyone to lose their continuous years of membership and some benefits Hospitali-
zation insurance. THESE are based on getting your DUES PAID ON TIME. DON'T WAIT ANY LONGER! 
Thanksgiving is now also past. 
I hope everyone gave thanks for all the things we have and helped out where possible those less 
fortunate.  
Remember all of our deployed military and their families.  
Remember there were many of us, on the other side of this world, 
If it was sandy desert, wet marshy swamp, cold hard tundra or maybe like home or land down un-
der. 
December 4th is the Pearl Harbor Rally in Montgomery.  
Yes  PEARL HARBOR,  80 YEARS  ago many of us were not here. 
December 12th  in Stewartville is the District CHRISTMAS  Gathering.  
CHRISTMAS is less than a month away. 
Help where you can and pray for Peace and good will toward mankind. 
 
Dale Wellik  
Area 3 Vice Commander. 

        GREETINGS FROM AREA TWO 

I attended the Fall Conference in Owatonna 

on the 6th of November.  I helped cook for 

the Disabled Veterans Deer Hunt at Legion-

ville the first weekend in Oct., we had 6 

hunters and got 3 deer. 

I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year                                                         

                                                                              
                                                                             
Gene "Sarge" Luedtke                                  
Area 2 Vice Commander. 

mailto:markmaloney1962@gmail.com
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 The American Legion, Dept of MN, First District  2022 Membership Report for November 24, 

Dist Post Location 
New 
2022 

 PUFL   
2022  

Online 
2022 

Trad  
2022 

Paid 
2022 

HQ Trans 
2022 

Total 
Membr 

2022 

Goal 
2022 

% of Goal 
HQ 

Trans 
2022 

Last yr at 
this dae 

1 9 Winona  0 31 0 351 382 0 382 505 75.64% 0 0 

1 90 Lewiston 5 8 0 45 58 0 58 73 79.45% 0 0 

1 190 St Charles 0 19 0 97 116 0 116 135 85.93% 0 0 

1   Winona County 5 58 0 493 556 0 556 713 77.98% 0 0 

1 50 Wabasha 0 44 0 114 158 1 159 219 72.60% 0 0 

1 110 Lake City 8 21 0 113 142 0 142 145 97.93% 0 0 

1 179 Plainview 0 28 0 91 119 0 119 148 80.41% 0 0 

1 546 Kellogg 0 8 0 40 48 0 48 61 78.69% 0 0 

1 573 Elgin 0 2 0 20 22 0 22 28 78.57% 0 0 

1 579 Millville 0 20 0 74 94 0 94 151 62.25% 0 0 

1 588 Mazeppa 0 9 0 47 56 0 56 69 81.16% 0 0 

1   Wabsha County 8 132 0 499 639 1 640 821 77.95% 0 0 

1 92 Rochester 2 93 0 515 610 0 610 808 75.50% 0 0 

1 119 Byron 2 17 0 50 69 0 69 130 53.08% 0 0 

1 164 Stewartville 3 25 0 221 249 0 249 283 87.99% 0 0 

1 446 Rochester 0 2 0 8 10 0 10 16 62.50% 0 0 

1 551 Eyota 6 21 0 97 124 0 124 180 68.89% 0 5 

1   Olmsted County 13 158 0 891 1062 0 1062 1417 74.95% 0 5 

1   Area One 26 348 0 1883 2257 1 2258 2951 76.52% 0 5 

1 295 West Concord 1 8 0 25 34 0 34 49 69.39% 0 0 

1 330 Hayfield 1 18 0 117 136 0 136 178 76.40% 0 0 

1 333 Kasson 5 28 0 167 200 0 200 262 76.34% 0 0 

1 384 Dodge Center 0 7 0 50 57 0 57 81 70.37% 0 0 

1 422 Claremont 0 2 0 25 27 0 27 31 87.10% 0 0 

1   Dodge County 7 63 0 384 454 0 454 601 75.54% 0 0 

1 52 Blooming Prairie 1 15 0 54 70 0 70 91 76.92% 0 0 

1 77 Owatonna 3 52 0 173 228 0 228 429 53.15% 0 0 

1 296 Ellendale 0 3 0 25 28 0 28 36 77.78% 0 0 

1   Steel County 4 70 0 252 326 0 326 556 58.63% 0 0 

1 75 New Richland 1 8 0 29 38 0 38 50 76.00% 0 0 

1 228 Waseca 2 20 0 210 232 0 232 288 80.56% 0 0 

1 281 Janesville 2 7 0 64 73 0 73 88 82.95% 0 0 

1 587 Waldorf 1 0 0 17 18 0 18 23 78.26% 0 0 

1   Waseca County 6 35 0 320 361 0 361 449 80.40% 0 0 

    Area Two 17 168 0 956 1141 0 1141 1606 71.05% 0 0 
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1 40 Lanesboro 0 13 0 76 89 0 89 109 81.65% 0 0 

1 68 Spring Valley 1 8 0 53 62 0 62 74 83.78% 0 0 

1 81 Harmony 0 1 0 19 20 0 20 31 64.52% 0 0 

1 94 Rushford 0 10 0 10 20 0 20 105 19.05% 0 0 

1 166 Preston 0 17 0 26 43 0 43 53 81.13% 0 0 

1 197 Chatfield 0 2 0 35 37 0 37 40 92.50% 0 0 

1 299 Mabel 1 30 0 92 123 0 123 160 76.88% 0 0 

1 369 Wykoff 0 0 0 16 16 0 16 18 88.89% 0 0 

1 400 Canton 1 0 0 5 6 0 6 21 28.57% 0 0 

1 492 Fountain 0 0 0 7 7 0 7 14 50.00% 0 0 

1 526 Peterson 0 4 0 22 26 0 26 39 66.67% 0 0 

1 544 Ostrander 0 2 0 16 18 0 18 23 78.26% 0 0 

1 637 Whalan 0 0 0 7 7 0 7 11 63.64% 0 0 

1   Fillmore County 3 87 0 384 474 0 474 698 67.91% 0 0 

1 191 Caledonia 0 17 0 96 113 0 113 139 81.29% 0 0 

1 249 Spring Grove 1 12 0 81 94 0 94 149 63.09% 0 0 

1 423 Houston 2 7 0 78 87 0 87 102 85.29% 0 0 

1 498 Hokah 0 1 0 20 21 0 21 23 91.30% 0 0 

1 595 LaCrescent 0 44 0 151 195 0 195 259 75.29% 0 0 

1   Houston County 3 81 0 426 510 0 510 672 75.89% 0 0 

1   Area Three 6 168 0 810 984 0 984 1370 71.82% 0 0 

1 56 Albert Lea 3 36 0 364 403 1 404 522 77.39% 0 0 

1 264 Glenville 0 8 0 48 56 0 56 70 80.00% 0 0 

1 266 Hartland 0 1 0 12 13 0 13 14 92.86% 0 0 

1 317 Emmons 0 3 0 40 43 0 43 48 89.58% 0 0 

1 404 Alden 0 4 0 58 62 0 62 98 63.27% 0 0 

1 552 Freeborn  0 5 0 21 26 0 26 32 81.25% 0 0 

1   Freeborn County 3 57 0 543 603 1 604 784 77.04% 0 0 

1 91 Austin 10 50 0 294 354 4 358 474 75.53% 0 0 

1 105 Lyle 0 8 0 53 61 0 61 84 72.62% 0 0 

1 140 Grand Meadow 0 2 0 28 30 0 30 42 71.43% 0 0 

1 146 Adams 5 20 0 116 141 0 141 151 93.38% 0 0 

1 161 LeRoy 0 4 0 36 40 0 40 56 71.43% 0 0 

1 570 Austin Spam 0 0 0 13 13 0 13 16 81.25% 0 0 

1   Mower County 15 84 0 540 639 4 643 823 78.13% 0 0 

1   Area Four 18 141 0 1083 1242 5 1247 1607 77.60% 0 0 

1 1111 Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 0 0 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION   DEPARTMENT  OF MINNESOTA  2021  DISTRICT  MEMBERSHIP  REPORT FOR  10/14/21 

                                                                                  FROM  YOUR  MEMBERSHIP  DIRECTOR 

Hello Legionnaires, 
 
  The next target date is 12/8/2021 for Pearl Harbor at 75%. I hope to see a lot of you at the upcoming rally. 
   We only have 38 posts of 57 that are at or above goal.  I would like to request that all area vice commanders review the re-
port and start contacting the posts that are well under the goal. See if there is anything that we can do to help them achieve this 
goal. 
  The 1st District is at 74.73% and moved up to 6th place in the standings. 
  National Commander Paul Dillard has put out the 2022 Membership Incentive Pin form.  To qualify, you need to recruit 3 
new members to the American Legion. This is any eligible veteran joining for the 2022 membership year who was not a mem-
ber during the 2021 membership year. Transfers do not count.  Once the members are verified on the national database, the pin 
will be mailed to you. The form is included in this newsletter. Use this as an incentive to increase our membership.  
   Thank you for all of your hard work, we have a ways to go to the finish line. 
  Mary Hanson 
 1st District Membership Director 

 
Mary Hanson 
1st District Membership Director 

                                (The form for applying for this award is on the following page) 

    Vice Commanders                       

    Area One 26 348 0 1883 2257 1 2258 2951 76.52% 0 0 

    Area Two 17 168 0 956 1141 0 1141 1606 71.05% 0 0 

    Area Three 6 168 0 810 984 0 984 1370 71.82% 0 0 

    Area Four 18 141 0 1083 1242 5 1247 1607 77.60% 0 0 

                                                                DISTRICT  VICE  COMMANDER  STANDINGS 

Dist Rank                         

1 6th Mike Parry 67 825 0 4732 5624 6 5630 7534 74.73%     

2 1st Steve Fosness 62 622 0 3815 4499 3 4502 5826 77.27%     

3 7th Bob Hart 123 1523 0 5987 7,975 8 7,983 10,742 74.32%     

4 4th Dave Dahl 24 274 0 1168 1466 2 1468 1,921 76.42%     

5 10th Wade Larson 18 292 0 958 1268 0 1268 1881 67.41%     

6 2nd Jim Lucas 119 1070 0 6618 7807 12 7,819 10,136 77.15%     

7 3rd Chip Manson 44 670 0 3497 4211 17 4228 5,509 76.75%     

8 5th Larry Pocrnich 37 304 0 2222 2563 4 2567 3380 75.95%     

9 9th Terry Buaas 63 522 0 3625 4210 4 4214 5802 72.63%     

10 8th Daryl Harmon 92 881 0 5152 6125 2 6127 8376 73.15%     

99     1 222 0 1381 1604 0 1604 3469 46.24%     

Totals     650 7205 0 39,497 47,352 58 47,410 64,575 73.42%     
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IF YOU WONDERED WHY WE DO NOT WALK BETWEEN 

OR  “BREAK” THE COLORS AT LEGION EVENTS, THIS IS 

THE REASON WHY. 
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    Auxiliary  Contacts 

 

President 

Tonia Betterman 

1625  Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

507-456-2315 

betttm88@outlook.com 

 

Secretary  

Sandy Fredrickson 

771 2nd St SW 

Glenville, MN 56036 

(507) 383-3776 

dsfredrick@gmail.com 

 

 Membership / First Vic 

Kathryn Fredrickson 

709 Johnson St 

Albert Lea, MN 56007 

(507) 438-1568 

dabuker52@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer  

Audrey Farnsworth 

302 1st St E, Stewartville, MN  55976 

507-319-0257 

harlee@charter.net 

       F IRST  DISTRICT  AUXILIARY NEWS                                                                     

                     FROM YOUR PRESIDENT’S DESK 

mailto:dsfredick@gmail.com
mailto:dabuker52@gmail.com
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             FROM  YOUR  AUXILIARY  MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN 

Hope you all had a very Happy Thanksgiving. We are drawing near to the end of another calendar year and 

almost halfway through our Auxiliary year. Now is the time to start the big push to make our goals instead of 

waiting till the end. 

I was honored to attend the Minnesota Department Fall Conference last month. Boy did I learn a lot about the 

American Legion and about our membership. Many units have memberships coming in, which is good, but this 

might be the time to call, send a “We miss You” postcard, or just a reminder to some of your members that 

may just have forgotten to send their dues. Also, all units should be looking for ways to increase their mem-

bership. Some ideas I received from the conference are as follows: 

 Look at your family, neighbors, church family, book club—anyone eligible that does not belong? 

 Open House or “Fun Night” at your post (include the Family). 

 Set up a Booth at a local expo or craft show. Give out small flags/pencils/etc. 

 Pay it Forward: ask your unit members to maybe pay someone’s dues that maybe struggling. 

 Some units pay dues for their Gold Star Mothers and members residing in Care Centers. 

 Posters around town and articles in your local newspaper. 

 Laminate the eligibility poster and post in it your bathroom stalls (a very captive audience). 

 Volunteer to speak at your Local Chamber meeting or at your school. 

 Check your Legion Post members for spouse and children who still do not belong. 

Remember Pearl Harbor Rally is December 4, 2021 at the Montgomery American Legion Post #79.  We are 

hoping to be at 75% membership by that day, we are currently at 66.65%. Please don’t hold back your mem-

bership, get it turned in right away. 

I’m very happy to say that 1st District has moved up to 6th place at 67.18% but we’ve got a long way to go in a 

very short time. 

As of this date we still have 3 units in the goose egg: Ostrander, Rushford & Waldorf. Units, how can we help 

you with your membership? Please let us know. Congratulations to the following who are in the top 3 contest 

standings: Wykoff at 100%, Houston at 94.87% and Whalan at 88.89%.   

Hope you all have a very Merry Christmas. Remember, a membership to your local American Legion Post or 

Auxiliary would make an awesome gift!!! 

Kathy Fredrickson, 1st District Membership Chair 
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1st District American Legion Auxiliary Membership 

As of November 24, 2021 

        

Unit Location Goal Previous Turn In Total Percent Left 

9 Winona 119 76   76 63.87% 43 

90 Lewiston 36 16   16 44.44% 20 

190 St Charles 46 2   2 4.35% 44 

50 Wabasha 104 83   83 79.81% 21 

110 Lake City 70 41   41 58.57% 29 

179 Plainview 127 77   77 60.63% 50 

546 Kellogg 100 79   79 79.00% 21 

573 Elgin 14 7   7 50.00% 7 

579 Millville 45 37   37 82.22% 8 

588 Mazeppa 37 31   31 83.78% 6 

92 Rochester 130 78   78 60.00% 52 

119 Byron 23 14   14 60.87% 9 

164 Stewartville 164 123   123 75.00% 41 

551 Eyota 95 83   83 87.37% 12 

Pod One Total   1110 747   747 67.30% 363 

295 West Concord 29 1   1 3.45% 28 

330 Hayfield 171 128   128 74.85% 43 

333 Kasson 143 107   107 74.83% 36 

384 Dodge Center 57 35   35 61.40% 22 

422 Claremont 21 1   1 4.76% 20 

52 Blooming Prairie 89 74   74 83.15% 15 

77 Owatonna 104 68   68 65.38% 36 

75 New Richland 41 30   30 73.17% 11 

228 Waseca 225 165   165 73.33% 60 

587 Waldorf 19 0   0 0.00% 19 

Pod Two Totals   899 609   609 67.74% 290 
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40 Lanesboro 84 8   8 9.52% 76 

68 Spring Valley 40 29   29 72.50% 11 

81 Harmony 53 30   30 56.60% 23 

94 Rushford 39 0   0 0.00% 39 

197 Chatfield 26 18   18 69.23% 8 

299 Mabel 120 83   83 69.17% 37 

369 Wykoff 17 17   17 100.00% 0 

526 Peterson 45 39   39 86.67% 6 

544 Ostrander 13 0   0 0.00% 13 

637 Whalan 18 16   16 88.89% 2 

191 Caledonia 71 62   62 87.32% 9 

249 Spring Grove 94 61   61 64.89% 33 

423 Houston 117 111   111 94.87% 6 

498 Hokah 18 6   6 33.33% 12 

595 La Crescent 160 94   94 58.75% 66 

Pod Three Totals   915 574   574 62.73% 341 

56 Albert Lea 266 197   197 74.06% 69 

264 Glenville 96 72   72 75.00% 24 

404 Alden 42 21   21 50.00% 21 

552 Freeborn 58 50   50 86.21% 8 

91 Austin 122 75   75 61.48% 47 

105 Lyle 53 29   29 54.72% 24 

140 Grand Meadow 62 53   53 85.48% 9 

146 Adams 130 98   98 75.38% 32 

161 Leroy 49 29   29 59.18% 20 

Pod Four Totals   878 624   624 71.07% 254 

Total   3802 2554   2554 67.18% 1248 
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A reminder to All Units of 1st District (President/Treasurer) 

 

As you know, the American Legion Auxiliary is a membership organization.  Our budgets are set on 
membership.  Per capita is what allows the District to meet their obligations. 

 

Every year we lose members.  This year 188. Last year 167.  Why??  This is not all due to death.  
We need to Renew-Recruit-Rejoin members.  I’m sure that each of you know one person that is 
eligible for membership in our auxiliary.  Do not hesitate to ask them to join.  Membership chair-
man Kathy is hoping to get the 1st District back on top.  If we all work together, great things can be 
accomplished. 

 

Enclosed in this mailing is a listing of your UNITS per capita for 2021-2022.  Your per capita is 
based on your membership as of July 31, 2021.  (Membership x $2)  On this same sheet, you will 
note every Unit has District Junior dues of $10.00. 

 

Please mail your per capita and district junior dues to me, NOT the Department.  Let’s get this 
done early this year.  Some units wait until April.  It then becomes crunch time as the books get 
audited in early May so as to have a preliminary report for District Convention. 

 

Your donation to the District Presidents project, Honorary Junior Presidents project, should be 
mailed to me also. 

 

Make your check out to the First District ALA (American Legion Auxiliary). 

 

Please mail to me, 1st District Treasurer, at the following address: 

     Audrey Farnsworth                                email: harlee@charter.net 

     302 1st St. E.                                           Cell – 507-319-0257 

     Stewartville, MN 55976                         

 

It is my hope that all Units from the 1st District have filed the Form 990-N with the IRS (for tax-
exempt status).  Your Unit President/Treasurer should be aware that this is filed annually.  All Units 
in the Department of Minnesota have to file this form.  Let’s get the checks in the mail and meet 
our obligations early.  Let’s make President Tonia and the First District proud of our great organiza-
tion! 
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Tidbits from the Treasurer----- 

To all Units in First District – this is an annual fee for each unit. 

This is the per capita amount for 2021-2022.  The per Capita for this year to $2/per member. Every unit has an annual 

$10.00 District Junior Fee also.  Please double check to make sure my math is correct.  These are the monies that the 

1st District operates on for the year.    ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ς ǎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦ 

Unit   Members  PerCapita  Jrs.  Total 

 

Adams   129   $258   $10  $268 

Albert Lea  265   $530   $10  $540 

Alden   41   $82   $10  $92 

Austin   121   $242   $10  $252 

Blooming Prairie 88   $176   $10  $186 

Byron   22   $44   $10  $54 

Caledonia  70   $140   $10  $150 

Chatfield  25   $50   $10  $60 

Claremont  20   $40   $10  $50 

Dodge Center  56   $112   $10  $122 

Elgin   13   $26   $10  $36 

Eyota   94   $188   $10  $198 

Freeborn  57   $114   $10  $124 

Glenville  95   $190   $10  $200 

Grand Meadow 61   $122   $10  $132 

Harmony  52   $104   $10  $114 

Hayfield  170   $340   $10  $350 

Hokah   17   $34   $10  $44 

Houston  116   $232   $10  $242 

Kasson   142   $284   $10  $294 

Kellogg   99   $198   $10  $208 

LaCrescent  159   $318   $10  $328 

Lake City  69   $138   $10  $148 

Lanesboro  83   $166   $10  $176 

LeRoy   48   $96   $10  $106 
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Lewiston  35   $70   $10  $80 

Lyle   52   $104   $10  $114 

Mabel   119   $238   $10  $248 

Mazeppa  36   $72   $10  $82 

Millville  44   $88   $10  $98 

New Richland  40   $80   $10  $90 

Ostrander  12   $24   $10  $34 

Owatonna  103   $206   $10  $216 

Peterson  44   $88   $10  $98 

Plainview  126   $252   $10  $262 

Rochester  129   $258   $10  $268 

Rushford  38   $76   $10  $86 

Spring Grove  93   $186   $10  $196 

Spring Valley  39   $78   $10  $88 

St. Charles  45   $90   $10  $100 

Stewartville  163   $326   $10  $336 

Wabasha  103   $206   $10  $216 

Waldorf  18   $36   $10  $46 

Waseca  224   $448   $10  $458 

West Concord  28   $56   $10  $66 

Whalen  17   $34   $10  $44 

Winona  118   $236   $10  $246 

Wykoff   16   $32   $10  $42    

 3754   $7508   $480  $7988      
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                         FROM YOUR HONORARY JR AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

It’s been a while since I’ve written an article so as a brief recap., I did attend Fall Conference and it was amazing. I got to 

meet the National President of the Auxiliary!  To finish up I’d like to wish you all a very  Happy Holidays! 

Remember if you want to donate to my project, the checks need to made out to: The First District ALA with The District 

Honorary Jr President’s project in the memo line and sent to Audrey Farnsworth at:  302  1st St E, Stewartville, MN 55976  

Taylor McElroy—First District Honorary Jr Auxiliary President   

    

          S O M E  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  B E L I E V E T  S E R V I C E  D O G S  

O U R  P R O G R A M  

The Need 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs conducted a broad survey of recent veterans to gain better insight on their overall health. In raw 
numbers, it is estimated that a sobering 500,000 troops from the Gulf Wars alone have been diagnosed with PTSD, according to Miriam 
Reisman (“PTSD Treatment for Veterans: What’s Working, What’s New, and What’s Next,” U.S. National Library of Medicine, 2016). 
PTSD can be described as a mental health condition that may result from experiencing or witnessing trauma. Symptoms include flashbacks, 
nightmares, severe anxiety, depression, and confusion. This condition—often accompanied by major depression and/or traumatic brain 
injury (TBI)—can make it difficult, if not impossible, to meet the normal demands of daily life. According to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, 20 deployed veterans die by suicide every day in the United States (Office of Suicide Prevention, “Suicide Among Veterans and Oth-
er Americans, 2001–2014,” 2016). 

Our Response 
Trained service dogs can provide an essential source of security, affection, and connection for our veterans. Believet™ dogs are custom-
trained for mobility and psychiatric tasks. They can wake a veteran from a nightmare, ease their anxiety in a crowded public place, and 
provide comfort through companionship and physical contact. Our dogs also help keep veterans on a schedule because the dogs need care 
and attention on a regular basis. 
These is a growing body of research and clinical evidence supporting the value of service dogs. Despite this, neither the Veterans Health 
Administration nor most private insurers pay for or provide reimbursement for psychiatric service dogs for people diagnosed with PTSD. 
Believet™ provides highly trained service dogs, free of charge, to disabled veterans, helping them to lead more productive, independent 
lives. A service dog provides a sense of security, greater independence, non-judgmental acceptance, affection, physical assistance, and 
peace of mind. 

Our Dogs 
Believet™ service dogs transform the lives of veterans and their families. The dogs come from shelters, rescue groups, and generous indi-
viduals. The training process for the service dogs is as follows: 

мΦ Over the course of 18 months, Believet™ cares for and trains our service dogs to become ADA-approved and certified. During this time 

the dogs live with a foster family. 

нΦ Believet™ matches a veteran with a service dog and provides additional training tailored to the veteran’s individual needs. Together, 

the veteran and service dog participate in 120 hours of training, including public access training and testing. Believet™ provides all equip-

ment free of charge. 

оΦ Graduation! Once training is complete, the dog and veteran graduate. The Believet™ service dog goes to live with the veteran. 

  

Our Facility 
Believet™’s training facility is located on 12 acres just 3 miles outside of Northfield, Minnesota, (45 minutes south of Minneapolis). Our 

facility is heated and air-conditioned, and includes indoor and outdoor training spaces, and fenced outdoor airing yards. We can accommo-

date a maximum of 25 dogs at capacity. 

    For more information check out their website at:    believet.org 
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  AUXILIARY  MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

   THIS IS THE NEW APPLICATION FORM FOR THE AMERICAN      

LEGION AUXILIARY  

  CHANGES TO THE AMERICAN    
LEGION AUXILIARY ELIGIBILITY 

The American Legion Constitution and Bylaws has been 
updated to replace the word “wife” with “spouse,” re-
lated to the membership criteria for the American Le-
gion Auxiliary (ALA). 
Here are some common questions and answers to what 
this means going forward: 
Question: Why change ALA membership eligibility? 
Answer: In 1920, veterans were almost 100 percent 
male so the ALA was formed as the organization for the 
spouses of the veteran — those spouses just happened 
to be women. 
Today, an estimated 16 percent of enlisted people and 
18 percent of officers are women, who may be married 
to a non-veteran. To keep the ALA as the organization 
that supports spouses of the veteran, we need to 
change the ALA’s definition from wives to spouses, 
thereby updating the organization to represent the 
changing makeup of the military. 
Q: How can this change help ALA membership? 
A: Think about female spouses who are alone as their 
husband is deployed. They have the ALA to lean on. 
Who can the male spouse rely on? With this eligibility 
change, now male spouses who are ALA members can 
receive the same support while their wives are de-
ployed. 
Q: Would this change need to be approved by Con-
gress? 
A: No, because the American Legion Auxiliary is not 
chartered by Congress. The American Legion, which was 
chartered by Congress, created the ALA. The Legion ap-
proved the ALA to operate as a separate corporation; 
however, The American Legion has always set the eligi-
bility requirements of the ALA in their bylaws. 
Q: What about the previous communications issued by 
former ALA leadership claiming this change could not 
happen? Why is that information inaccurate? 
A: Previously released messaging could have been inter-
preted by members to mean ALA needs congressional 
approval for this change to happen. That information is 
inaccurate. The American Legion Auxiliary is not char-
tered by Congress. 
Q: ALA refers to itself as the world’s largest women’s 
patriotic service organization. How can we allow men 
to join? 
A: Now that the resolution has been adopted by The 
American Legion, the Auxiliary will no longer call itself 
the world’s largest women’s patriotic service organiza-
tion. 
Q: How would this change affect the American Legion 
Auxiliary membership application or signing up new 
members? 
A: We anticipate taking applications on Sept. 1. 
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             SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN   LEGION   NEWS 

COMMANDER 

Chuck Stone 

Chuck Stone 
1625 Crestview Lane – Owatonna, MN 55060 
507-213-7517 
castoney@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJUTANT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EAST  SIDE VICE  COMMANDER 

Brian Tomasheck 

560 East fifth St 

Winona, MN 55987 

507-454-5998 

btoma0210@gmail.com 

 

 

 

WEST SIDE VICE COMMANDER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCE OFFICER 

 

 

JUDGE ADVOCATE             HISTORIAN                         SGT  AT  ARMS                      
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DIRECTOR  -  ROE NAYLOR 

63106240TH  ST 

BROWNSDALE, MN  55918 

Phone  -  507-438-5804 

EMAIL  -  roe.land@yahoo.com 

 

VICE  DIRECTOR  -  CHUCK STONE 

1625  Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

Phone  - 507 213-7517 

EMAIL  -  castoney@hotmail.com 

 

SGT at  ARMS    -   JOE SMILLIE 

1001    7th St  NW 

Austin, MN  55912 

Phone   -  641-590-3522 

EMAIL  -  joesmillie.js@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARY   -   SUNSHINE MILLER 

845   54th  Avenue, Apt E 

Winona, MN  55987 

Phone  507-459 –5962 

EMAIL   -  928sunshine@gmail.com 

 

FINANCIAL ADVISOR  -  MARK MALONEY 

845 54th  Avenue, Apt E  

Winona , MN  55987 

Phone  -  507-513-1582EMAIL  -  mark-

maloney1962@gmail.com 

 

CHAPLAIN   -   SCUFFY PAULSON 

26043  St Hwy 43 

Rushford, MN   55971 

Phone  -  507-450-8493 

EMAIL  -  scuffypaulson888@yahoo.com 

 

HISTORIAN  -  TONIA BETTERMAN 

1625  Crestview Lane 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

PHONE  -  507-456-2315 

EMAIL— betttm88@outlook.com 

 

               FROM  YOUR  AMERICAN  LEGION  RIDERS 

Hello everyone- 
There have been some questions lately about the role of the Ameri-
can Legion Riders in regards to flag lines at funerals.  As American Le-
gion Riders our main mission is to attend the funeral services of fallen 
American heroes as invited guests of the family. Each mission we un-
dertake has two basic objectives: 
Show our sincere respect for our fallen heroes, their families, and 
their communities. 
Shield the mourning family and their friends from interruptions creat-
ed by any protester or group of protesters. 

The missions undertaken by the American Legion Riders are: 
            Honor Missions for Active Duty Fallen American Heroes 

            Honor Missions for Veterans (funeral service &/or interment 
depending on resources) 
            Visits to VA Medical Centers and MN State Veteran Homes 

            Welcome Home & Deployment Sendoff Missions 

  
American Legion Riders are not to be considered Honor/Color Guard 
and should not perform the flag ceremony at funerals.  They are to 
show their respect by forming a receiving line holding the American 
Flag.  Most ALR Chapters purchase their own 3x5 flags and others are 
able to use flags from their Post.   
All requests for funeral missions must come from the immediate 
family or their representative (funeral director).  No American Le-
gion Rider will make first contact or solicit with families. 
All requests for Welcome Home or Sendoff Missions of military 
units must come from the military unit commander.  
Dress code is up to the individual ALR Chapter.  Most chapters wear 
black pants/jeans & same color dress shirts (black, white or orange 
are the most popular choices) and ALR vest. 
 
Happy Holidays 

The Austin American Legion Rid-

ers have arranged for Santa to 

be at Austin American Legion 

Post 91 on December 18th from 

12-4pm!! Bring the kids for hot 

chocolate and treats!! 
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  The two pictures on the right are of The 

shopping carts full of toys that were pur-

chased by The Austin American Legion post 

91 with the help of the  American Legion 

Riders Chapter 91 in Austin for toys 4 tots. 

American Legion Riders from Chapter 9 in Winona 

collecting items for needy veteran families. 

Above is the American Legion Post 91 do-

nating one thousand dollars ($1000) to toy 

4 tots and the Austin Legion Riders helping 

with the shopping 
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