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    Legion Contacts 

 

Commander 

Sy Fix 

1930 County 3 

Brownsville, MN 55919 

507-482-6226 or  

507-313-3376 

papafix1@gmail.com 

Adjutant 

Wayne Hammon  Jr 

115 East Cabot St 

LeRoy, MN  55951 

507/324/9301    or 

507/696/2707 

1stadjutant@gmail.com 

Membership 

Dennis Lewison 

68127  150th St 

Adams, MN  55909 

507-582-3390 or 

507-440-6067 

dlewie@frontier.com 
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      APRIL 2017 

 

                IMPORTANT  DATES 

April 8, 2017  -  Commander Sy’s testi-

monial supper, LaCrescent Post 595 . 

Social time 5:00 supper at 6:00pm pro-

gram to follow 

April 12, 2017  -  The deadline for hav-

ing your Post Data Form into Depart-

ment. 

April 16,2017  -  Easter  Sunday, please 

take time to remember those serving 

that cannot be at home. 

May 6, 2017  -  Department  Com-

mander’s testimony at Shooting Star 

Casino. 

May 19, 2017  -  First District Executive 

Board meetings for convention in Al-

bert Lea ost 56 

May 20, 2017  -  First District Conven-

tion in Albert Lea Post 56 

 

      VICE—COMMANDER INFORMATION 

Area One   -   Gary Miller 
                         PO Box 151 
                         Eyota, MN  55934 
                         H—507-545-2703 
                         C—507-696-5419 
                          gmusmc32@yahoo.com 
Area Two  -     Myron Ehrich  
                          220 Irvin St 
                          West Concord, MN  55985 
                           H—507-527-2578 
                           C—507-259-5261 
Area Three   -   Carroll W. Hill 
                           28992  Hill Rd 
                            Winona, MN  55987 
                            507/438/6531 
                            hilltoprepair@yahoo.com 
Area  Four   - Rodger German  
                         113  2nd St NE 
                         Grand Meadow, MN  55936 
                         H– 507-250-2831  
                         C—507-250-2831 
                         rodger755@gmail.com 
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                       FROM  YOUR  COMMANDER’S  PEN 

Legion Family, 

The months go by so fast it seems I spend all my time writing news articles.  La Crescent Post 595 hosted 

the Detachment of Minnesota SAL Conference March 18th.  There were 59 registered members.  They al-

so raised over $980.00 on their auction for Child Welfare Foundation.  The Sons are an amazing group.   

Many Posts are had their Legion birthday dinners in March.  I hope you were able to add to your mem-

bership totals at those dinners.  This is the time of year where it gets tougher and tougher to get those 

renewals in and new members signed up.  Minnesota has fallen to 3rd in the nation so make those calls 

and pay a visit to those who haven’t renewed. 

It is that time of year as well for many reports to be sent in.  Commander Milton has promised our Na-

tional Commander that we would be at 100% on the Consolidated Post Reports.  Even though you may 

not think so EVERY Post does something.  If you talked to anyone about our programs or assisted an Hon-

or Guard, donated blood or anything else that has to do with community activities then there is a line 

item on the CPR report.  It is extremely important that these get done because these reports are used for 

National to show Congress what we do and demonstrate too them the need for continued services. 

 Look at your calendars and see if you are available to attend the statewide training session June 23-25th 

located at Legionville.  We have heard many times that there is a lack of communication and training. 

Here is an opportunity to learn and have open discussions.  This class should be attended by everyone 

especially if you currently are or are planning on being an officer at any level.  Hope to see you there. 

Congratulations to Myron Ehrich for being selected as the First District Vice-Commander of the year.  He 

has been active in attending many if not all our Legion functions on the local level as well as Department 

level.  Good job Myron!  Thank you to West Concord Post for hosting our latest rally.   Turn in was low but 

the participation went well.  We also had 9 bowlers for our pre rally festivities.  Vice Commander Hill will 

be working on trying to get a rally in area 3.   The last one you recall was cancelled due to snow storm.  

Come and join us for fun and comradeship.   

God Bless you and God Bless our troops. 

Sy FIx 

 

 6th place in department                                         

                                                                
AREA         VICE                        

AREA ONE   3502 3262 41 3303 94.32% 199 3/29/2017 

AREA TWO   1985 1805 27 1832 92.29% 153 3/29/2017 

AREA THREE   1637 1478 68 1546 94.44% 91 3/29/2017 

AREA FOUR   2189 1978 13 1991 90.95% 198 3/29/2017 
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MEMBERSHIP- -MEMBERSHIP- -MEMBERSHIP                                                                                        

As of the Department bulletin #38, first district is in 6th place with 91.98%.  We have six posts at goal or higher.   

I thank those posts for the hard work their membership team did to help keep their post strong in their communities 
and our district. 

There are about a dozen posts that only need three or less members to reach goal.  We all need to go out and ask 
those that have not paid their dues and ask those that are eligible to belong to sign up.   Without membership, it will 
get harder and harder to fight for veteran’s rights and continue with the programs that support our communities 
and our youth. 

The next National target date is April 12th with 95% as the goal.  We have a lot of work to do to reach this target date 
and make 100%.  It would be a great testimonial gift for Commander Sy to reach 100% by April 8th! 

Congratulations to Area 2 Vice Commander, Myron Ehrich for receiving th Vice Commander of the Year Award for 
the district at the Department Appreciation Rally on March 4th at Legionville.   

We are working on setting up a membership rally in Area 3 sometime in April. 

District Membership Director, 

Dennis Lewison 

Area Three Vice Commander Carroll  

Hill receiving the “Golden Boot” award 

for having the highest percentage of 

membership in the First District at the 

Rally in West Concord Post 295  

         FIRST DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP REPORT FOR  3/29/2017     

POST         LOCATION       GQAL PREVIOUS  TURN IN    TOTAL    PERCENT   LEFT         DATE 

9 WINONA        639 581 6 587 91.86% 52 3/22/2017 

90 LEWISTON      78 69 1 70 89.74% 8 3/8/2017 

190 ST CHARLES 142 143 1 144 101.41% -2 3/29/2017 

WINONA COUNTY TOTALS   859 793 8 801 93.25% 58 3/29/2017 

50 WABASHA 282 233 4 237 84.04% 45 3/8/2017 

110 LAKE CITY 153 139 4 143 93.46% 10 3/29/2017 

179 PLAINVIEW 205 187 4 191 93.17% 14 3/8/2017 

546 KELLOGG 72 71 0 71 98.61% 1 3/22/2017 

573 ELGIN 40 36 1 37 92.50% 3 2/15/2017 

579 MILLVILLE 136 166 1 167 122.79% -31 2/22/2017 

588 MAZEPPA 78 74 1 75 96.15% 3 3/29/2017 

WABASHA COUNTY TOTALS   966 906 15 921 95.34% 45 3/29/2017 

92 ROCHESTER 1009 940 11 951 94.25% 58 3/30/2017 

119 BYRON 158 137 0 137 86.71% 21 3/22/2017 

164 STEWARTVILLE 312 292 1 293 93.91% 19 3/22/2017 

446 ROCHESTER 16 13 5 18 112.50% -2 11/23/2016 

551 EYOTA 182 181 1 182 100.00% 0 3/29/2017 

OLMSTEAD COUNTY TOTALS   1677 1563 18 1581 94.28% 96 3/29/2017 

AREA ONE TOTALS   3502 3262 41 3303 94.32% 199 3/29/2017 
295 WEST CONCORD 70 53 1 54 77.14% 16 3/29/2017 

330 HAYFIELD 241 214 1 215 89.21% 26 3/16/2017 

333 KASSON 277 260 3 263 94.95% 14 3/29/2017 

384 DODGE CENTER 86 83 1 84 97.67% 2 3/22/2017 

422 CLAREMONT 38 32 3 35 92.11% 3 2/9/2017 
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DODGE COUNTY TOTALS   712 642 9 651 91.43% 61 3/29/2017 

52 BLOOMING PRAIRIE 111 106 2 108 97.30% 3 2/9/2017 

77 OWATONNA 577 540 -3 537 93.07% 40 3/22/2017 

296 ELLENDALE 34 16 7 23 67.65% 11 1/4/2017 

STEELE COUNTY TOTALS   722 662 6 668 92.52% 54 3/29/2017 

75 NEW RICHLAND 64 56 1 57 89.06% 7 3/8/2017 

228 WASECA 353 327 6 333 94.33% 20 3/29/2017 

281 JANESVILLE 105 100 1 101 96.19% 4 3/8/2017 

587 WALDORF 29 18 4 22 75.86% 7 11/23/2016 

WASECA COUNTY TOTALS   551 501 12 513 93.10% 38 3/29/2017 

AREA TWO TOTALS   1985 1805 27 1832 92.29% 153 3/29/2017 

40 LANESBORO 105 104 1 105 100.00% 0 2/22/2017 

68 SPRING VALLEY 84 78 4 82 97.62% 2 11/2/2016 

81 HARMONY 33 31 1 32 96.97% 1 1/4/2017 

94 RUSHFORD 133 130 3 133 100.00% 0 3/29/2017 

166 PRESTON 77 71 2 73 94.81% 4 3/16/2017 

197 CHATFIELD 52 46 3 49 94.23% 3 2/15/2017 

299 MABEL 193 165 9 174 90.16% 19 3/8/2017 

369 WYKOFF 21 2 17 19 90.48% 2 12/7/2016 

400 CANTON 17 2 10 12 70.59% 5 1/4/2017 

492 FOUNTAIN 18 12 3 15 83.33% 3 1/4/2017 

526 PETERSON 36 38 1 39 108.33% -3 3/29/2017 

544 OSTRANDER 28 26 2 28 100.00% 0 1/4/2017 

637 WHALEN 17 13 2 15 88.24% 2 11/23/2016 

FILLMORE COUNTY TOTALS   814 718 58 776 95.33% 38 3/29/2017 

191 CALEDONIA 174 164 1 165 94.83% 9 3/22/2017 

249 SPRING GROVE 166 159 1 160 96.39% 6 3/22/2017 

423 HOUSTON 115 109 1 110 95.65% 5 3/8/2017 

498 HOKAH 22 19 1 20 90.91% 2 3/22/2017 

595 LA CRESCENT 346 309 6 315 91.04% 31 3/29/2017 

HOUSTON COUNTY TOTALS   823 760 10 770 93.56% 53 3/29/2017 

AREA THREE TOTALS   1637 1478 68 1546 94.44% 91 3/29/2017 

56 ALBERT LEA 741 660 2 662 89.34% 79 3/16/2017 

264 GLENVILLE 88 81 1 82 93.18% 6 3/29/2017 

266 HARTLAND 19 14 1 15 78.95% 4 9/14/2016 

317 EMMONS 76 70 1 71 93.42% 5 2/9/2017 

404 ALDEN 108 108 -3 105 97.22% 3 3/22/2017 

552 FREEBORN 40 34 4 38 95.00% 2 2/9/2017 

FREEBORN COUNTY TOTALS   1072 967 6 973 90.76% 99 3/29/2017 

91 AUSTIN 678 596 1 597 88.05% 81 3/29/2017 

105 LYLE 92 87 2 89 96.74% 3 3/29/2017 

140 GRAND MEADOW 50 48 1 49 98.00% 1 1/4/2017 

146 ADAMS 217 214 2 216 99.54% 1 3/22/2017 

161 LEROY 74 63 2 65 87.84% 9 3/29/2017 

570 AUSTIN SPAM 6 3 -1 2 33.33% 4 3/22/2017 

MOWER COUNTY TOTALS   1117 1011 7 1018 91.14% 99 3/29/2017 

AREA  FOUR  TOTALS   2189 1978 13 1991 90.95% 198 3/29/2017 

1111 DAKOTA 67 0 0 0 0.00% 32 7/23/2016 

DISTRICT ONE TOTALS   9380 8523 149 8672 92.45% 708 3/29/2017 
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                                                                               FROM  AREA  ONE         
     Well, its already the first of April and that’s no joke. Not much time left to get to quota. And also the Dist. 1 conv. 
is not that far away. We need everyone for this last push for membership, its not that far from getting there. 
      Hope to see a lot of you at the Commander's Dinner, but will try and hit a couple of the Posts before the District 
convention.  So be thinking about all that’s coming up and still needs to be done. If you changed your dues get the 
paper work in get the consolidated reports in new officers list in and any changes in meeting times and dates, loca-
tions, post phone numbers or anything else of importance. 
       Did get rear ended Wednesday but not hurt, car will need some help will be able to get it home. 
Gary Miller, Dist. 1 Area 1 Vice Commander 

                                                                                       FROM AREA THREE                                                                                                     

Greetings from Area Three: 

In my travels throughout the state of Minnesota, I have noticed that a lot of Legion personnel, young and old, do not know 

what the American Legion stands for or what it is built on.  The four pillars of the American Legion is the foundation it is built 

on.  When you ask people about it, they do not know what the four pillars are.  That’s why I am congratulating Commander Sy 

for the outstanding job he is doing in District One to remind Legionnaires what the pillars are. He has had four wooden pillars 

made up with the names:  Veterans Affairs, National Security, Americanism, and Children and Youth.  Each Post in District One 

will receive four pillars to be put on the Commanders table for monthly meetings or any other events that come up.  This is a 

good way to remind Veterans what the American Legion stands for. Thank you, Sy.                                                                                                                                                                                  

As you will see in this Newsletter, that I was very fortunate to win the Boot Award for Membership for the District.  I want to 

thank the people and officers in Area Three that helped me win that.  We are doing a good job and hope to keep it up.                                                                                                                                        

God bless our men and women in uniform who are protecting us 24/7.                                                                                               

Area Three Vice Commander              Carroll Hill 

                                                                                           FROM AREA FOUR     

 Greetings from area four, I have a couple of things that need brought up. First , we need to  make personal contact with the 

members of our posts that have not renewed. Remember that membership is the life blood of our organization.  

Second, check with your post adjutants about reports that need to be filled out and turned in. All post mailings are sent to the 

adjutant so make sure that he or she brings them to your meeting and go over them so everything you do gets counted for. You 

may not think that your post does not do very much but you would be surprised  on what things are counted. 

Third your post should have received your Post Consolidated Report or CPR, make sure  it gets filled out and  submitted. 

As always, keep our service members in your thoughts and prayers.        Rodger German  - Area Four Vice Commander 

                                                                             FROM AREA TWO   
    Happy Spring and Happy Easter to one and all! 
March started off with a bang for me!  I wish to send out a big Thank You  to Commander Sy as well as to Member-
ship Director Denny for bestowing the honor to me of being the District Vice Commander!  This took place on 
March 4th at Legionville. 
On March 25th,the Area 2 Rally was held here at Post 295 in West Concord.  We had a good turnout.  As both Post 
Commander and Vice Commander, I thanked everyone that attended. 
As always, let us not forget those that are serving our great country both here and abroad at Easter.  Please keep 
them in your thoughts and prayers. 
Make sure to check out the newsletter and see what is going on in our District for the month of April( not an April 
Fool's joke!).  I hope to see at these events. 
Vice Commander 
Myron 
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                                      FROM YOUR PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRMAN 
April 2017 
Continue developing your PR strategies. Jealousy, guard the reputation of the American Legion in the print news. 
Perceptions are easily made, and difficult to change. If your post is receiving press more than once for something 
negative, you might want to take action to redress this. At this time of the year it’s time to get ready for the Con-
vention season and elections along with the CPR- the consolidated post report form. It is a snapshot that details all 
the post activities since last year. Plan for Memorial Day and presentations at graduations.  
Continue registering posts for the Centennial, along with sending in memorial photos and narratives. The post his-
tory contest is on and we hopefully will have a record number of entries at the Department Convention in July. Ad-
ditional information will be disseminated next month. Thank you for allowing me the privilege of serving as the PR 
committee chair for the past few years. 
 
Ralph Schneekloth  
District PR chair 

                                               CHAPLAIN’S  WORDS  OF  WISDOM 
Greetings, First District 
Welcome to Spring. For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: 
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America. Now think about those previous words, you 
know we say them before every meeting and just this first bit is really heady, what a charge we have received; to up
- hold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America. 
October 11, 1798, President John Adams stated in his address to the military: We have no government armed with 
power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge, 
or gallantry, would break the strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale goes through a net. Our Constitution 
was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other. America's 
God and Country, William J. Federer 2013. 
Peter Marshall- Chaplain of the United States Senate, January 13, 1947. The choice before us is plain: Christ or cha-
os, conviction or compromise, discipline or disintegration. I am rather tired of hearing about our rights and privileg-
es as American citizens. The time is come -it is now- when we ought to hear about the duties and responsibilities of 
citizenship. America's future depends upon her accepting and demonstrating God's government. America's God and 
Country, William J. Federer 2013. 
Easter is in April as well. The God and Country program talks about public worship, prayers and aspects of good citi-
zenship. It has been a distinct privilege to have been able to serve as the First District Chaplain for the past three 
years. Thank you for the opportunity. 
 
Ralph Schneekloth  
MN First District Chaplain  

                                          !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  IMPORTANT  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 If anybody knows of a Gold Star Family in the First District please let Adjutant Hammon or Les Shaunce 

in Albert Lea know so an invitation can be sent to them to attend the First District Convention Memori-

al Service at 11:00 am on Saturday May 20, 2017 in Albert Lea. 

This memorial service is the jewel of our convention and we would love to have the Gold Star Family 

members present if possible. 

Please share this with everyone so no one gets left out. 
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                     Enlisted Person of the year applications  
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
I am asking all Members of the First District to seek our Members of your Post or Community who are Na-
tional Guardsmen or Reservists from any branch who could be Candidates for Enlisted Person of the year. 
Each of our Communities have Guardsmen and Reservists currently serving who deserve recognition for 
their extra effort and involvement beyond their service duties. Please contact me with their information  so 
we can get an application started. Thanks for your help. 
 
Jim Kellogg 
First District Chairman 

                              !!!!!!!!!!!!!! ATTENTION WOMEN VETERANS !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

   Austin Spam Post 570 in Austin, MN is looking for female veterans who are eligible for the American Le-

gion to think about joining their post. 

   Spam post is the only all female post in the state of Minnesota. It was started during WWII and has been 

active until their members got into their 90’s.  Their meetings will be held in Austin Post 91 Clubrooms 

where their Charter is displayed. 

    Some new interest has been seen with a few women wanting to get the post up and running again. If 

you want more information please contact  District Adjutant Wayne Hammon and he will get the infor-

mation to the proper contact people until a slate of new officers are selected.  

 I have set aside a block of rooms at the Days Inn La Crosse. Here is the info you need if you 
should decide to come to the testimonial on Saturday April 8th 
 in La Crescent and need a room. 
 
Days Inn 
101 Sky Harbour Drive 
La Crosse ,WI 
 
608-783-1000 
Must call before 3-27-17 to get this rate 
1 King  $69.00 
2 Queen  $79.00 

After the 27th rates are 
1 King  $89.00 
2 Queen  $109.00 
The rooms are under the American Legion La Crescent 

Sy Fix  -  First District Commander 

tel:(608)%20783-1000
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                                                     2017  First District  Call  To  Convention 

To: All Posts of the First District 

             By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and By-Laws of the American Legion, Department of Minne-

sota, I, First District Commander, Sy Fix, do hereby call a convention of the First District to convene at Albert Lea, Minnesota, 

Saturday May 20, 2017. 

             The business sessions of the convention will be held at Albert Lea Post 56, 142 North Broadway St, Albert Lea, MN, com-

mencing at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, May 20th and will continue until adjournment. 

             The purpose of this convention is to elect a District Commander, Four (4) District Vice- Commanders, District Chaplain, 

District Finance Officer, Delegates and Alternates to the National Convention and to do other business of the First District that 

may properly come before the Convention. 

             The voting strength of each Post will be, as provided in the Department Constitution and By-Laws, Article 5, Section 3 

based upon the membership certification sent to the District Commander by the District Adjutant. 

             Please send certification of your Post Delegates and Alternates to Wayne Hammon Jr, PO Box 135, LeRoy, MN 55951 

before May 5th. 

             All Members are encouraged to attend 

             First District Commander 

             Sy Fix 

 

             Delegate Certification to the First District Convention in Albert Lea, Minnesota, May 18, 2017, please send to the District 

Adjutant as soon as possible. 

 

             POST______________                                       __________________________________________________MN 

 

             DELEGATES                                                                                  ALTERNATES 

 

1.______________________________________________      1.____________________________________________ 

 

2.______________________________________________       2.___________________________________________ 

 

3.______________________________________________        3.___________________________________________ 

 

4.______________________________________________         4.__________________________________________ 

 

5.______________________________________________         5.__________________________________________ 

 

6.______________________________________________          6.__________________________________________ 

 

7.______________________________________________          7.__________________________________________ 

 

8.______________________________________________           8._________________________________________ 

 

SIGNED ________________________________________________ 

 

ADJUTANT, POST # _______________________________________ 
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                       CONVENTION  HOUSING  INFORMATION  

 There are thirty (30) rooms blocked at the Best Western Plus in Albert Lea. This hotel is 

located right off I90 by the Harley Davison Shop.  

The Address is: The Best Western Plus 
                            821 East Plaza St 
                            Albert Lea, MN 
                            Phone  507-373-4000                                                                                                                        
                                             

The rooms are locked in at $79.95 per night. Reservations must be made by April 19, 2017 
to get that rate.  

Any reservations made after the 19th will be at the rate of $139 per night. 

There are no “on line bookings” at the hotel so you must call the hotel for registrations. 

When calling tell them that you are with the First District American Legion Convention. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

REQUEST FOR DELGAGATES TO NATIONAL CONVENTION                                          OFFICER ENDORSEMENTS 

1. Ralph Schneekloth                                                                              1. Les Shaunce  for Commander 

2. Roland Hanson                                                                                    2. Scott Ihrke  for Area One Vice Commander 

3. Bill Goede                                                                                            3. Gary Weaver for Chaplain                         

4. Chuck Kruger                                                                                      4. Myron Ehrich— Area Two Vice Commander 

5 Richard Skillestad                                                                               5. Bill Goede for Finance Officer 

6. Jim Kellogg 

7. Myron Ehrich 

8. Chuck Stone 

9. Dale Welick 

10. Les Shaunce 
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                                       First District 2017 Convention  Pre- Registration 
                                         May 20, 2017       Albert Lea, MN 
 
The First District Convention will be held at American Legion Post 56 in Albert Lea, MN. 
Please fill out this form out by May 5, 2017 and return it to: 
                                       Leo Carney Post 56 
                                       142 North Broadway St 
                                       Albert Lea, MN   56007 
                                       Attention : Convention Committee 
Please mark the items you want, mark with an “X” and total up the amount. 
 
        ___________ Pre - registration               $10.00 
                                 Registration at the door   $12.00 
        ___________ Saturday noon lunch         $  8.00 (Pulled pork sandwich & salad) 
 
                                                           Total          $_________ 
Please make the checks out to Leo Carney Post 56 and send to the address above. 
 
Name_______________________________        Phone______/_______/________ 
 
Address_____________________________City_________________Zip_________ 
 
Circle one -    Delegate         Alternate      Guest 
 
Please place an “X” by your organization and put in the number 
Legion ____ Post #____  Auxiliary_____  Unit #____ SAL_____ Squadron _______ 
 
You must register as either a delegate, alternate or as a guest to attend the convention. (if 
Legion Riders that are not registered plan on attending the Rider meeting they must register 
under one of the organizations above)    
 
One person per registration form please. Make copies if needed. More than one registration 
and lunch fee may be put on one check. 
 
IMPORTANT – being as we are having a one day convention it is imperative that we have 
pre-registration so we can get a better number of those attending for the post. So PLEASE 
PRE-REGISTER. 
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Dale Wondrasch receiving his SIXTY year membership certificate from the 

American Legion. 

Commander Jim from American Legion Post 68 in Spring Valley presenting the 

certificate. 

Dale is a member of the Wykoff American Legion Post 369 

                             A NOTE FROM PAST DISTRICT COMMANDER  ARNIE TROE 

    All post Adjutants   -  Remember to send your Children & Youth reports to me as soon as possible so I 

can get the department report done. 

    Second I want to remind all of the posts to get their post data forms returned to the department office 

before April 12th. This is very important because the information on that form is what National uses to 

put on the renewal notices that are sent out. 

    Also remember to get your consolidated post report or CRP  filled out and sent in. Commander Mil-

ton’s commitment is to have 100% of the posts in Minnesota  submit their reports.  So make the First 

District proud and get 100% of our CPR ‘s done. 
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Louis McCahill Post #110 

224 South Washington Street 
Lake City, MN 55041 

 

American Legion Post #110 Press Release 
Louis McCahill Post #110 Recognizes Four 70 Year Legion Members  

LAKE CITY, MN – The Lake City, MN Louis McCahill Post #110 recently acknowledged and honored four of its 
members achieving 70 years of membership in the American Legion.  Each veteran received “Membership 
Plaques” for the meritorious service to the American Legion. 
The four honorees include:  Dave McKenzie, Donald Palmer, Babe Terborch, and Donald Dahling. 

Louis McCahill Post #110 Commander Emery Fick (L) is 
shown presenting a Membership Plaque to 70 year 
American Legion member Dave McKenzie for his con-
tinuous service in the American Legion.  McKenzie 
served in the US Navy from 1942 to 1946.  Most of his 
navy service was on a minesweeper ship operating in 
the war zones of the Pacific Ocean.  After wars’ end 
McKenzie service took him to Hiroshima after the drop-
ping of the nuclear bomb. 

In another ceremony, Louis McCahill Post #110 
Commander, Emery Fick (R) is shown standing 
with three 70 year American Legion members 
with their Membership Plaques received for their 
continuous service in the American Legion.  
Shown with their plaques (L-R) are Donald Palm-
er, Babe Terborch, and Donald Dahling. 
Palmer served in the US Army Air Force from 
1942 to 1945 operating in theaters in India, Mo-
rocco and Italy.  In receiving his plaque he com-
mented he has outlived all members of his unit 
but one.   
Terborch served in the US Navy from 1944 to 
1946 as a shop keeper on Manus Island in the Pa-
cific theater.  Babe noted he has attended over 30 
Manus reunions and he suspects he is the sole 
survivor of his unit.   
Dahling served in the US Army infantry from 1943 
to 1946.  He was a radio operator in New Guinea 
and in the Philippines.  Donald served with the 
31st Division and stays connected with the re-
maining few in his unit. 
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                                                    !!!!!!!!!!!!!!  ATTENTION   BOWLERS !!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

District One Bowlers:                                                                                                                                                                                               

It is unfortunate that District One will not have a bowling tournament this year.  Due to the confusion of 

which bowling alley was supposed to have the tournament there were no plans made.  When I found 

this out, I tried to get another alley to take the tournament.   Unfortunately, the alleys were not availa-

ble on such short notice.  The tournament has been set up for next year, it will be held at Nordic Lanes 

in Rushford.   I am sorry for the inconvenience that this may have caused anyone.  Hope to see you next 

year.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Adult Sports Chairman    Carroll Hill 

                             FUN  TIME  AT THE  RALLY  IN  WEST  CONCORD 

 Members present at the Past Commander/President fish fry in 

La Crescent Post 595 
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               Please send your post blood report to the First District Blood Chairman before May 1st so he can 

get the district report done for the First District convention and send our results into Department on time.  

Remember that where ever you donate blood  the number of units that you donate can be added to the 
total for your post. The First District Blood Chairman is:    Myron Ehrich 
                                                                                                        220 Irvin Street 
                                                                                                         West Concord, MN  55985 
                                                   Home phone   -  507-527-2578        Cell Phone  -  507-259-5261 
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 THERE WILL NOT BE A BUS FOR THE FOR THE FIRST DISTRICT BOYS STATE THIS 

YEAR. EACH POST OR PARENT MUST SUPPLY TANSPORTATION TO AND FROM 

ST  JOHNS UNIVERISITY . 
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This is the form that is to be 

used for individuals who want 

to attend the Training session  

 

The form on the previous page 

is to be used when a post wants 

to send several members to the 

training session. 
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    Auxiliary  Contacts 

President 

Cindy Nelson 

91 14th St N 

Northwood, IA  50459 

 H— 507-323-0082 

C— 507-383-3456 

tindylou@hotmail.com 

 

 Secretary  

Sandy Fredrickson 

771  2nd St SW 

Glenville, MN  56036 

H—507-448-3438 

C—507-383-3776 

 dsfredrick@gmail.com 

                                             

Membership / First Vice 

Cheryl Nyman 

130  1st St SW 

Plainview, MN   55964 

507-202-0115 

 

Treasurer  

Audrey Farnsworth 

302 1st St E 

Stewartville, MN 55976 

507/533/4454 

harlee@charter.net 

 

       F IRST  DISTRICT  AUXILIARY NEWS                                                                     

        
,     

   Greetings from your President 

Everyone please look over the call to convention for the Auxiliary in this section 
of the newsletter. 

To all my chairman's, please read the Standing rules which have been sent out . 

As far as membership goes,  we need to get all the members who have not paid 
renewed as soon as possible. You are probably going to make personal contact 
with them to get them to pay. 

I want to thank everyone for the GREAT job that you have done so far this year, 
lets keep it up. 

May God Bless our troops where ever they are and God Bless America. 

Cindy Nelson—First District American Legion Auxiliary President 
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GIRLS STATE - 2017 
 

REMINDER - MARCH 31ST IS THE DEADLINE FOR GIRLS STATE RESERVA-

TIONS. 
 

Girls State is June 11-17, 2017 at Bethel University  It’s not too late to sponsor a Junior girl for ALA 

Minnesota Girls State!  It is the 71st Anniversary of Girls State and wouldn’t it be great to have the maximum 

number of girls this year. 

   

Do you have alternate delegates?  Please send or email the following information to the Department 

office as soon as you know they are alternates.   Name – Complete Address (with zip code) – Telephone 

Number - Attending School – email address. 

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ THE RESERVATION PACKET THOR-

OUGHLY BEFORE YOU SHARE IT WITH YOUR CITIZEN 

Here are some of the things your citizen will need to provide:  

Proof of legal inhabitance (copy of birth certificate, passport, green card)   

A parent or legal guardian will need to read and sign the back page of the registration form and have their 

signature notarized.  

Once the form has been signed and notarized, then the Unit President or Girls State Chairman will sign 

the form.  They are acknowledging that they have read the information on their citizen and the appli-

cation form is complete.   

Incomplete applications will be returned for proper resubmission. 

  Please remember that there are NO late arrivals and NO early dismissals.  The 2017 Girls State ses-

sion begins promptly at 3:00 pm on June 11th and ends on Saturday morning, June 17 just before 

lunch.   

 

Again this year, there will be a “Shirt Shack” with assorted ALA MN Girls State logo items for sale.  

There will be a “Package Deal” offered, which has been popular with many girls throughout the years.     

The 2017 “Package Deal” is $50.00   Includes: Choice of Hoodie Style Sweatshirt 

or Collegiate Jersey    Short Sleeve T-Shirt    Portable Power Bank   
If units wish to purchase any items for their citizens, please send a check from your Unit with your 

girl to ALA MN Girls State.  The check should be made payable to:  ALA Department of MN.  New this 

year… credit and debit cards will be accepted for a small transaction fee.     

 

THE FIRST DISTRICT WILL NOT PROVIDE A BUS THIS YEAR – Each Unit/

parent must provide their own transportation to/from Bethel University. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the 2017 session of ALA Minnesota Girls State 

please feel free to contact me. 

 

Marie Goede, District Chairman 

mkg1945@embarqmail.com 

507-534-2931 

 

PS – Reminder your Girls State Annual report is due April 15th – THE INFORMATION TO 

BE REPORTED ON THE ANNUAL REPORT IS FROM THE 2016 GIRLS STATE SESSION.  

DO NOT SEND THE ANNUAL REPORT TO ME – SEND IT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF-

FICE.    

mailto:mkg1945@embarqmail.com
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                                April is Children and Youth Month! 
 
Remember to Honor our Youth with the Good Deed Award and Youth Hero 
Awards. 
Youth Hero Award-recognizes someone under 18 years of age who performs 
an act of physical bravery. 
Good Deed Award-recognizes youths under 18 years of age that have contrib-
uted in a special way to society through community service. 
Every community has worthy youth!  Just look around!   
Contact your schools, churches or other organizations, they would be happy to 
help with this award.  
 
Wanda Prescher 
Children and Youth 

Note from Poppy Chm, Barb Oakland 
  

First District Convention will be held in Albert Lea on Saturday, May 20th.  
  

The District 1 Poppy Contest will be "a Spring Bouquet or a Table Centerpiece". 
The Table centerpiece entries can be taken to Dept. convention for the Dept. contest. 

  
Rules:  Must have Poppies in the bouquet (with in memorian papers removed) 

  
            Must have Dept. President, Carol Kottom's theme "Thank a Veteran-Some 
                                                                                                        gave all, all gave some" 
 
Let's see if every unit can have an entry this year!  Entries should be at the Poppy Table by 
9 AM  
      
Any Questions call Barb Oakland at  507-567-2373.  

tel:(507)%20567-2373
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Call to Convention 
The annual First District Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Minnesota is 
hereby called.  It is to be held in Albert Lea, Minnesota on Saturday May 20, 2017.  Auxiliary sessions 
will be held  in the Marion Ross Theater, 147 North Broadway, Albert Lea, MN 

Opening session will be called on May 20, 2017 at 8:30 a.m. 

The purpose of the Convention is to: 
1. Elect District Officers for the 2017-2018 year. 
2. Receive reports of Unit Presidents. 
3. Receive reports of District Chairmen. 
4. Elect delegates and alternates to the National Convention (Reno, Nevada). 
5. Conduct such other business as may be brought before the Convention in conformity 

with the provisions of the Department and National Constitutions. 

DISTRICT CHAIRMEN 

ALL DISTRICT CHAIRMEN MUST FILE/TYPE A REPORT FOR THE DISTRICT BOOK OF ANNUAL REPORTS, 
which will be available at the Convention.  Reports should include information from the Unit annual 
reports forwarded to each respective Chairman by the Department office shortly after April 15 and any 
pertinent information regarding District projects or activities in your program area.  Reports should be 
forwarded to the First District President NO LATER THAN APRIL 30, 2017.  If possible, reports should 
be typewritten and ready to print. 

District Chairmen are also responsible to judge the Unit Annual Reports in their respective program 
area for trophies, awards and certificates of merit according to the District Standing Rules.  They 
should notify the District President of winners of Certificates of Merit prior to the opening of the Con-
vention so that the certificates can be properly prepared, signed and awarded at the Convention. 

UNIT COLOR BEARERS 

Units are encouraged to bring their flags to the Convention to be presented as part of the opening cer-
emonies, posted during the Auxiliary sessions and retired at the close of the Convention.  Auxiliary 
members who are carrying their flags at the District Convention are asked to meet at 7:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday May 20, 2017 to rehearse. 

PAGES AND COLOR BEARERS 

Pages and color bearers are expected to wear white blouses, navy blue skirts or slacks, and comforta-
ble shoes.  NO jewelry except rings, watches and small earrings should be worn while acting as a page 
or color bearer. 

UNIT PRESIDENTS 

ALL Unit Presidents are asked to take part in the Opening Ceremonies at the District Convention re-
gardless of whether or not their Unit Colors will be present.  Please be there by 7:30 A.M. to rehearse. 

ALL Unit Presidents are expected to prepare a two minute report about Unit activities throughout this 
past year.  Reports may include summaries of Unit activities or specific activities unique to the Unit 
that may provide ideas for other Units.  Presidents will present their report during the convention ses-
sions and submit a written copy of that report to the District Secretary upon completion of their 
presentation.  Unit Presidents who are unable to attend the Convention may prepare a report to be 
read by another unit member or may forward a written report to the District Secretary prior to the 
Convention.   
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Hear ye---Hear ye---Hear ye---                                                                                                                       
The American Legion Auxiliary will celebrate 100years in 2020!   
Won’t you be a part of it? 
We have published articles in many places!  Everywhere, but the local newspaper.   
We continue to hear our members say--- no one knows anything about our Strategic Plan Committee.  No one knows anything 
about our 100th Anniversary Cookbook—Shame on your unit President for not passing it on!! 
We have requested, encouraged, tried to motivate MEMBERS to become involved!   
What should we do?     
What do you want the organization to do?   
Is it in your own local Unit where the changes need to happen?? Is it in the District or Department?  Is it within your own Post--
-do you work together?? 
Remember--It is you---you the member, active or not active---involved or not —doesn’t matter where or what status/rank you 
have-there is no rank, we are all “members”--it is you that make a difference!!  
 We are one---one organization---the largest women’s patriotic organization in the nation!!! 
I am asking every Freeborn County Auxiliary Member—UNITS in: -Emmons, Freeborn, Albert Lea, Glenville, New Richland 
(another county), Ellendale, Geneva, and Hartland 
Mower County Auxiliary Members---Lyle, LeRoy, Austin, Blooming Prairie, Grand Meadow, Adams to participate in the 100th 
Anniversary Cookbook (a department Strategic Plan Fundraiser).   
It is very simple---write it out by hand and mail to me at 771 2nd St SW, Glenville, MN  56036 or save the postage and go to the 
department website and type your recipes in. 
Ladies—we can do this—we can make change in our organization!  We need each and every one of you to join in and help us 
be successful just as the previous 100 years have been.  It is up to us to make a difference!  It is up to us to re-energize the 
good of what we do, why we do it and be proud of whom our organization is— 
Won’t you please consider being a part of it—Won’t you “Reach out and make a difference”?  Maybe this will be the spark to 
start something new!  Maybe this will be the start of reenergizing your unit!  As I said, this is every member’s organization.  
Every member of the ALA is appreciated!  And NEEDED! 
Anxiously awaiting your recipe! 
Chairman and committee for Strategic Planning 
Department of MN, American Legion Auxiliary 
Sandy Fredrickson, 771 2nd St SW, Glenville, MN  56036 
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          PITCURES  OF  THE  FIRST  DISTRICT  AUXILIARY  JR  CONFERENCE 

                           MARCH 26, 2017      STEWARTVILLE  POST  164 

                  Poppy contest winners 
President Cindy giving the charge to the new offic-

ers 

 President  Cindy giving the members the charge First District  Jr members working on the Honorary De-

partment president’s project of socks for veterans. 

Commander Fix & President Nelson helping tie a 

blanket for the Honorary Jr president’s project  
First District Jr Officers with Commander Sy Fix & 

President Cindy Nelson 
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Above  -  The winning poster at the First District Auxiliary Jr Conference  - Below— Food for thought 
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    SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN   LEGION   NEWS 

COMMANDER 

Ron Wolff 

1213 Clear Lake Drive 

Waseca, MN  55903 

507-456-3817 

ronwolff5@gmail.com 

 

ADJUTANT 

Gary Weaver 

29 North Elm St 

LaCrescent, MN  55947 

507-450-9580 

gweaver@acegroup.cc 

 

EAST  SIDE VICE  COMMANDER 

Tim Weaver 

1303 Kane St 

La Crosse, WI   54603 

608-304-6532 

timweaver595@gmail.com 

 

WEST SIDE VICE COMMANDER 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Glenn Mueller 

 548  E  10th St 

St Charles, MN   55972 

507-316-3977 

glm01311962@gmail.com 

                          From Your Sal Commander   

Greetings everyone, 
 
It's hard to believe its April already.  That only means that Con-
vention time is getting closer.  
The 1st District SAL Convention will be held May 13th in Albert 
Lea with Exec Board at 9:00 and regular session to follow. 
We will be having election of Officers so if you or if you know of 
someone willing to step up to the plate and take an office let 
either myself or Gary Weaver know. 
As we are nearing Convention and the end of another Legion 
year in July it is really time to push for those last member-
ships.  The last ones are always the hardest to get but I have 
confidence in all of you that you will come through and have 
your Squadrons at goal. 
Hope to see you all at convention and enjoy this nice Spring 
weather. 
 
First District SAL Commander – Ron Wolff 

           SQUADRON 92, ROCHESTER, MN MONTHLY EVENT 

SAL Fish and Chicken Dinner. 

The Third Friday of each month  - September thru  May. 

At the Legion Post 92  Club in Rochester. 

$11.00  for all you can eat. 

       IMPORTANT  LEGIONVILLE  DATES 
Dates to put in calendars. 
CAMP-O-REE   -  September 7, 8, 9, 10, 2017 
LEGION RIDERS ROMP  -  September 14, 15, 16, 17, 2017 
SAL DEER HUNT  -  September 28, 29, 30, 2017 
  
Thanks – Wayne Gilbertson 
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2017 FIRST DISTRICT SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION CALL TO CONVENTION 
 
To all Squadrons of the First District. 
 
By the virtue of the authority vested in me by the constitution and By Laws of the Sons of The American 
Legion, Detachment of Minnesota, I, Ron Wolff, First District Commander, do here by call a Convention of 
the First District Sons of The American Legion to convene at American Legion Post 56 located at 142 N. 
Broadway in Albert Lea, MN on Saturday May 13th, 2017 at 9 am. As per last year’s convention this year 
we are meeting 1 week before the Legion and Auxiliary. 
 
The purpose of this convention is to elect a District Commander, two (2) District Vice Commanders, a Dis-
trict Chaplain, a District Finance Officer and to conduct such business of the First District Sons of The 
American Legion that may properly come before the convention. 
 
The voting strength of each Squadron will be, as provided in the Detachment Constitution and By-Laws, 
based upon the Membership certified to the District Commander by the Detachment Adjutant. 
 
Please send certification of your Squadron Delegates and Alternates to: 
 
1st District SAL Adjutant 
Gary Weaver 
29 N. Elm St. 
La Crescent, MN 55947 
gweaver@acegroup.cc 
 
 
All District SAL members are urged to attend. 
Ron Wolff 
1st District SAL Commander 
 
SAL Delegate certification to the First District Convention in Albert Lea, MN on Saturday May 13th, 2107 
 
Squadron _____________________________________  _____________________, MN 
  Delegates       Alternates 
 

1. _____________________________                     __________________________________ 
 
2. _____________________________             __________________________________ 

 
3. _____________________________           __________________________________ 

 
4, _____________________________            __________________________________ 

 
5. _____________________________           __________________________________ 

 
6. _____________________________                     ___________________________________ 

mailto:gweaver@acegroup.cc
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            SAL  DETACTMENT SPRING  CONFERENCE IN LA CRESCENT POST 595 

       SAL  members present at the Detachment Spring Conference in La Crescent, MN 

Making a tie blanket for the Child Welfare auction  Commander Oswold presenting the Mike Lawler (National 

SAL Vice Commander) with his present 
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                                              Detachment Commander Gene Olswold’s 

                                     Testimonial Dinner, April 22, 2017 

                                              Redwood Falls Post 38  

                                                 Redwood Falls, MN 

When:     April 22, 2017 

                 Social      5:00 PM 

                 Dinner    6:00 PM 

Program will follow dinner 

Meal:  Turkey Dinner with all the “fixins”    -   $15.00 

Number Attending  ____________ 

NAME: __________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________ 

                   ________________________________________________ 

 

Tickets will be at the door on April 22 

RSVP by April 8, 2017 

Make checks payable to Redwood Falls Post #38 

On memo line:      CMDR Gene’s Testimonial 

                  * Vida Bacon       vbpig@newulmtel.net        507-276-8538 
                      110 N Payne St 
                      New Ulm, MN  56073 
                   * Jeannette Mertens   jmertens3868@gmsil.com      507-828-7666 
                      100 Industrial Dr 
                       Redwood Falls, MN   56283 
 
Lodging:        Redwood Valley    507-644-5700 
                       Jackpot Junction   507-697-8000  or  1-800-WIN-Cash 
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      AMERICAN  LEGION  RIDERS    

 RIDERS CONTACT INFORMATION 

  

 DIRECTOR            
Dennis Lewison  

68127  150th St 

Adams, MN 55909 

507/440/6067                        

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
Brett Naylor 

118 Columbus Ave 

Waltham, MN 55982 

507/438/2497 

SECRETARY 

Tonia Bettermann 

1625 Crest View Lane 

Owatonna, MN 

507/456/2315 

SGT AT ARMS 
Jim Rinehart 

28006  US Hwy 218 

Austin, MN 

612/991/4699 

HISTORIAN 
Nancy Lewison 

68127  150th St 

Adams, MN 

507/440/2090 

CHAPLAIN 
Zack Naylor 

1817 E Oakland Ave 

Austin, MN 

507/438/6933 

ROAD CAPTAIN 
Lee Dority 

56235  220th St 

Austin, MN 

641/210/9035 

 

 

First District ALR  
 

Our own “Tour of the First District” Legacy Ride is scheduled for 

July 8th-9th, 2107.   Committee members are Chairman, Roe Naylor, 

Lee Dority, Nancy Lewison, Karla Miller, Joe Smiley & Duane 

Thompson.  Planning will begin soon and we will have an update at 

our next meeting.  

 

We have three Posts interested in starting a chapter this year.  We 

look forward to having them organized and participating in our 

events.  

 

Our next meeting will be held at the Rochester Post #92 on Sunday, 

April 2nd at 2:00 PM.  We will be excepting nominations for District 

ALR Officers for the 2017-2018 year.    Per our bylaws, all offices 
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2017 First District American Legion Rider Convention Call 

 

To all American Legion Rider Chapters of the First District: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the constitution and by-laws of the American 

Legion Riders, Department  of Minnesota,  I Dennis Lewison,  First District ALR Director, 

do hereby call a convention meeting of the First District ALR to be held at the Albert Lea 

American Legion at 1 PM, on Saturday, May 20th, 2017 in conjunction with the First Dis-

trict American Legion Family convention. 

The purpose of this convention meeting is to elect District Officers and to conduct such 

business of the First District ALR that may properly come before this meeting. 

The voting strength of each ALR Chapter will be, as provided in the First District ALR by-

laws. 

All ALR members are encouraged to attend and register at the convention to support the 

American Legion Family. 

First District ALR Director 

Dennis A Lewison 
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