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enlisted man or an officer.

The 11th Cav’s base camp was at Loc Ninh, about
50 miles southeast of Saigon. 

In the field, if the supply helicopters could reach them,
the soldiers often had hot breakfast and hot dinners every
day. “The Chinooks brought in breakfast in the morning,
usually scrambled eggs, orange juice, other stuff. We’d also
get boxes of cigarettes and candy bars. At night, they’d
come back with dinner. Sometimes it was steaks, cheese-
burgers, spaghetti. It was whatever they were serving at the
base camp they were flying from. Actually, the food wasn’t
that bad. But if they didn’t show up, it was C rations.”

The helicopters would never stay long. “They would
have the food in these big canisters, and they’d just shove it
off the end of the helicopter. I hated it when you’d just be
starting to eat, and the Chinook would take off and there
was dust and dirt flying everywhere, including in your food.
Of course, we ate it anyway.”

Pittman said the group of armored vehicles would almost
always settle into a defensive position at night. “The one
time we did travel at night was when the officers knew there
were gooks nearby. They decided to send us out as bait. We
had two APCs in the lead with their lights on, and the rest
of us were behind with no lights. When the first two got hit,
the idea was that the rest of us would come up to help. Not
too many guys liked those bait situations.”

One scary moment came when C Troop and the other
two troops in the regiment were settled down for the night
on a rubber plantation. One of the other troops didn’t know
where C Troop was.

“We were getting ready for supper and the guys were rat-
tling their cups and plates and A Troop heard us and opened
up on us. I was sitting on top of a tank and I saw the tracers
come through the trees. I just dove down below.

“We had bamboo poles holding up some ponchos, and
the fire was hitting the tops of those poles.

“We could tell it was American fire because of the color
of the tracers. Somebody got on the horn right away and
called it off, but it was pretty scary for a while. Nobody got
hurt.”

He remembers his CO, Colonel Patton. “He was just as
crazy as his old man. He liked to fly over the scene of the
battle in an OH-6. They called it a Loach. It was just a small
helicopter.

“When we’d get into a firefight, he’d be up there in his
Loach leaning out the door, with one foot on the skid, hang-
ing on with one hand and shooting his .45 pistol at the
enemy. Then one day he got shot in the foot. He didn’t do
that anymore.”

Pittman said maybe his closest call came one day in the
midst of a fire fight. “I was firing the machine gun in one
direction, when all of a sudden something told me to fire the
other way. I swung the machine gun around, and I could
hear tink, tink, tink on the armor in front of the machine
gun. If I’d been facing the other way, one of those bullets
would have hit me. That woke me up.”

He said the tanks and tracks were very reliable.
“Although one time in the middle of a pouring rainstorm, I
hit a big stump and threw a track.”

Getting the heavy metal track back on the tank was a
slow, laborious process that included winching the track
back up on the tank wheels, pulling it tight and then putting
in a new piece of track to connect it all up.

“One guy could do it. They taught us that in armor
school. But it was best to have help.”

The weeks in the jungle became months. Pittman
learned that he had earned a two-week rest and
recreation leave, and he was trying to decide

whether to go to Australia or Thailand. His troop had lost
two tanks and three APCs since he had arrived, mostly from
rifle powered grenades.

It was almost exactly six months since he had arrived in
Vietnam when disaster struck.

“It was a Thursday morning. We had spent the night at a
Big Red One (First Division) base camp, and had spent the
night in pretty serene surroundings for a change. Our job
that day was to haul South Vietnamese troops into the jun-
gle. As many as could hold on would climb on top of the
tank and we would drive them a mile or so into the jungle.
Then we’d come back for another load.

Pittman was the tank driver, sitting in a hatch just in front
of the turret, steering the huge vehicle. 

“We were taking turns taking the lead, and on the third
trip it was my tank’s turn. We had been going through this
hole in the hedgerow all morning, but then, BOOM, we hit
a land mine.

“It lifted the tank straight up on its end. I remember see-
ing blue and wondering what it was. Later I realized it was
the sky. Then the tank fell back down into the crater.”

The hole in the ground was 10 feet deep and 20 feet
wide.

“People ask me what it felt like when we hit the mine.
The only way I can describe it is it’s like if you had a
garbage can over your head and all of a sudden a great big
flash bulb went off in your face and somebody hit the
garbage can with a baseball bat and someone else kicked
you in the ass with a size 12 boot, all simultaneously. All I
could see was that very bright flash.”

The mine had blown three wheels off each side of the

After a major firefight, Pittman rested next to his machine gun. The enemy had been in the near distance. 

Pittman posed atop an M-48 Patton tank.

The armored unit would sometimes provide transit
service for South Vietnamese forces who would hop
on board for a ride into the jungle. It was on one of
these missions that Pittman’s tank was blown up by a
land mine.

An armored personnel carrier, or a “track” would also
serve as a place to sleep for the night.In basecamp, it sometimes was time for a shave.

M-48 Patton Tank
Number built: 12,000
Weight: 50 tons
Length: 30 feet
Height: 10 feet
Width: 12 feet
Crew: 4
Main armament: 90 mm T54 gun
Secondary armament: 50 cal Browning machine gun

30 cal M73 machine gun
Engine: V-12 gas twin turbo, 650 horsepower
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tank, and had raised the bottom of the tank 18 inches. 

The effect on Pittman’s body was devastating. He had
burns from hydraulic fluid or oil on his head, shoulders and
back. His spine was damaged and he was paralyzed from
the waist down. The bones below his knees were shattered.

“I never lost consciousness. Everybody on our side
opened up and there was a big fire fight. I never did find out
if they got the people who set off the mine. They figured it
was detonated by remote control because it was the third
time we’d been there that morning.

“It seemed to me like 15 minutes had gone by, but it was
probably more like five. I remember there was some black
smoke coming up through the hatch. I knew that guys who
had been hit by mines often lost their legs. I couldn’t feel
anything down there.

“I slowly put my hands on my thighs and felt down to
my knees to see if my legs were still there. They were.

“Then I started feeling lower. When I got down to my
feet, they were facing the wrong direction. The bones had
been broken in so many places, that my feet were complete-
ly turned around.”

Help came, and the first sergeant and a couple of
medics helped pull Pittman from the tank. “I
looked down, and as my legs came free, my feet

swung around and were facing the right direction again.”
The medics attached plastic, blow-up casts to his legs

and gave him morphine, although Pittman said he really
couldn’t feel any pain.

“I remember a Huey (small medevac helicopter) landed
about 20 feet away and they put me on board. I remember
being excited because it was my first helicopter ride. They
took me to some MASH (mobile army surgical hospital) in
the jungle.”

He was there for four days, and then moved to Saigon
where he stayed three or four more days. It was at Saigon
that he almost died.

“I got pneumonia. My lungs kept filling up with fluid
and they had to work on me all night long. It was very touch
and go.”

There, lying his bed trying to breathe, was where he
heard the nurses confide that he probably wasn’t going to
make it. But the night passed. “The doctors pulled me
through. It wasn’t easy.”

Finally he was moved to a major Army hospital in Japan
where he stayed for two weeks, then he was flown to the
United States to Edwards Air Force Base, and finally to
Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center in Denver.

“There was still something wrong with my spine at that
point, and one of the doctors told me I would never walk
again. I just made up my mind right there that I was going
to walk. And I did.”

The spinal cord finally began to heal, but the doctors
were having great trouble with the broken bones in the legs.
“Three times they set the bones, but they would always
slide to the side. They did nine surgeries on my legs.

“Finally a doctor came up to me with a piece of paper.
He said that they were afraid I was going to get gangrene,
and he wanted me to sign a release to remove my legs
below the knees. He said if I got gangrene, they probably
would have to remove the legs above the knees.

“So I had this piece of paper in front of me. I said, ‘No,
I’m not going to sign it.’ He got mad at me and walked out
of the room.”

Shortly thereafter, a Japanese doctor came into the room.
“He said, ‘We’d like to try something different.’ He said if
it didn’t work I’d probably end up as an amputee. I told him
to just keep trying, but I wasn’t going to sign any papers.”

The new technique involved setting the bones and then
securing them with pins, like darning needles. The legs
would then be secured with a cast.

It worked, and the bones began to heal.
Months later, Pittman  was still on crutches, but getting

better every day when an orderly came though the
Fitzsimmons hospital and threw a large envelope on his
bed. He was certain that it would contain his paperwork for
a medical discharge from the Army. He still had a year to go
on his enlistment.

Instead, the orders in the envelope commanded him to
report to Fort Leonard Wood in Texas to resume active duty. 

“I hobbled down the hallway to the CO’s office, knocked
on the door, walked in, didn’t salute and threw my orders on
his desk and said, ‘What the hell is this?’”

The commanding officer first chewed him out for being
disrespectful, and then answered his question.

“You can still lick a stamp, can’t you?” he asked
Pittman. “Don’t worry, they’ll give you some gravy job to
finish out your last year.”

His first job at Leonard Wood was driving a truck, but it
was too hard on his legs. He was then given a new Jeep and
made the company commander’s driver.

“I had fun with that Jeep. I put on chrome lug nuts. I put
in red leather seat covers. I spiffed it up really nice.”

But one day the group commander saw the Jeep and
called him in. “I thought I was going to get my ass chewed
out, but instead he requested me to be his driver.”

Pittman now had a new Chrysler sedan to keep shiny,
and his workload for the day often was only to drive the
commander to work in the morning and then drive him
home at night.

He got out in 1970. The healing had come a long way,

but he still limped, had drop foot, and a great deal of numb-
ness in his legs.

He went back to the railroad where he had worked
before he joined the service and enjoyed the work very
much. He was working his way up to becoming an engineer.

“But my girlfriend’s parents wanted me to go to college
before I married their daughter. I didn’t want to do it. I had
a great job, tons of money.” In the end, he enrolled at the
Minneapolis College of Art and Design to learn to be a pho-
tographer, an interest he’d always had. 

He held many jobs over the years including running a
photo studio, owning a novelty business, managing a drug
store, and finally working for the state in their travel man-
agement department, where he retired in 2007. He never
married.

He has mixed his love of aviation with his professional
training and become one of the top aviation photographers

in the state. 
As part of a reserve unit in the 70s, he began arranging

flyovers at parades and other events in North Branch, Forest
Lake and all across the state, a volunteer effort he still does.
Several newspaper stories have been written about his abil-
ity to arrange flyovers of World War II planes, military hel-
icopters, or other aircraft.

He also has one of the largest die-cast model collections
in the United States, filling shelf after shelf of his home in
North Branch. He has created his own models of Lake
Superior ore boats, using the schematics provided by the
mining company. 

On the side, he sells those ore boat models, other novelty
items, pins, and more. He’s a busy guy.

And, except for the large bulges on his legs, he has fully
recovered from that day long ago in Asia when his tank was
blown up by a mine. 

In a hospital in Japan, Pittman was visited by two professional sports figures. He doesn’t remember who they
were but he appreciated their kindness.

One of Pittman’s many vocations and avocations
since the Vietnam War has been aviation photogra-
phy. One of his pictures of a Stearman trainer was
used on the cover of a Time for Kids issue in 2015.

Pittman took a break from his usual job of driving a
tank or APC to having his picture taken in a Jeep.

There was time on occasion to talk with the local citi-
zenry.
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Good bye old friend, 2016, and welcome our new friend,
2017.

Wow, another year in the books and another year to look
forward to with new and old challenges to conquer. We
have hit the infamous time of the year of resolutions. How
are we going to lose those holiday pounds, find time to
exercise, how can I be a better person, spend more time
with family, and I need to get involved in my community.
We all know too well what the result will be for most of us.
We will all start out strong and we will feel good for the first
month or so, and then life catches up to us. We begin to
reprioritize our new years resolutions and tell ourselves
next month I will get back on track. The one resolution I
challenge you to keep or make the extra effort for, is to get
involved. We are at a point within the American Legion and
our communities, where we the American Legion family
are needed now more than ever. Our country is more divid-
ed at the start of 2017 than I can ever remember. We need
to educate and stress our core beliefs, the four-pillars of our
organization; Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National
Security, Americanism, and Children & Youth. At this time
Americanism needs to be at the fore front of our message
followed closely by National Security to unite our country

Greetings to all members of the Fabulous Fourth.  Happy
New Year!  I wish you all the very best in 2017.  May this
New Year bring you peace and good will and may all of our
service men and women return safely to their loved ones.

The Shop, Ship and Share event was held at the
Maplewood Mall on December 2nd & 3rd.  It was another
excellent event with us packing and shipping 1020 boxes to
our active service men and women.  Thank you to the many
volunteers and Legion Posts that sent donations, that made
it possible to mail this many packages.

We will be holding a Post Membership Revitalization on
January 12, 13 & 14 at the No St Paul Post #39, beginning
each day @ 9:00 a.m.  I hope to see at least one member
from each post there every day.  We need help Membership
Chairman Mickey Ostrum achieve 100 % for the third year
in a row.

Upcoming District events:  January 7th - Mid-Winter
Convention, Arcade Phalen Post 577, 9 a.m. till done;
January 12-14 - Post Revitalization No St Paul; January 15
- VA Hospital visitation @ 12:30; January 28 - Winter
Carnival Parade/Membership Rally.  Buses will depart at
noon from Arcade-Phalen.

Greetings from the Roaring Ninth.  In December, we
held our annual Christmas rally in Waubun and had a great
event sponsored by the Auxiliary.  Everyone had a great
time and we even managed to raise close to $300 for the
Commander and President’s joint project.  This year the
Auxiliary President and myself have decided to join forces
and raise money for the Woman’s Waiting and Lactation
Room at the Fargo VA.  While many of you reading this
already know of the many woman veterans who have
served with you, there is still a misconception that those
who need benefits and served with both honor and distinc-
tion are males.  Many female veterans suffer from the same
illnesses and internal scars that haunt their male counter-
parts.  The toughest part of the membership year is fast
approaching.  The snowbirds have flown South and the easy
memberships are already collected.  Posts should use a per-
sonal connection, phone call, letter, email, text, visit, what-
ever it takes to reach those few members we all have.  Even
if your Post is at 100% of goal, try to find another member.
Together we are strong and with a new administration com-
ing in January, we as veterans need to stand strong and
remind American that we are and were on the front lines so
they could and continue to sleep in peace at night.  

For God and Country

Happy New Year to the 8th District Legion Family
Commander Oliver has graciously allowed me to write

your Legionnaire this month.  We have an exciting year
coming.  Our Mid-Winter meeting for Legion/SAL and
Auxiliary are on January 28th at Post 109 in Two Harbors.
Executive Committee Meetings begin at 9:00 a.m. with our
General Sessions beginning at 10:00 a.m.  We need posts,
squadron and units to participate.  The district doesn’t run
without participates from its members.  Next, we have
Oratorical contest.  If your post/squad/unit is holding an
Oratorical contest, please let me know as soon as possible
so we can plan on having a District level contest.  Your win-
ner’s names and paperwork should be sent to me by
February 3rd.  If you need information on how to conduct
an Oratorical contest, please let me know.  Now on to mem-
bership.  At this moment, the Legion side is at 80.85%,
Auxiliary is at 67.94% and SAL is at 56.15%, I’m sure
those percentages will increase greatly by the Department
Sweetheart Rally on Feb. 4th at the Post 45 in New Prague.
If your post, squad or unit need help please do not hesitate
to call your district officers you can find their contact infor-
mation by visiting www.americanlegiondistrict8mn.com.  I
look forward to seeing you all at our Mid-Winter Meeting.
Jennifer Havlick, Past Dist. CommanderHappy New Year Second District.

I am wishing everyone in the Second District a Happy
and Prosperous New Year for 2017.  December was quite a
month for us.  We were in first place for the Prestige Trophy
for four weeks in a row. We had another district sneak up on
us and took over the top spot, but for only one week. The
Solid Second won the trophy by .01%!!    That is how close
the race was this year at the end. Thanks to all of the Posts
and the Vice Commanders and our membership director
Mike Schaffer who worked very hard to recapture the lead
and WIN the Prestige Trophy for the 2016 year!!   

I am also happy to see that many of you have risen to the
challenge of meeting the 95% goal early. Thank you for all
of your hard efforts, I know this is not easy especially at this
time of the year. Please keep up the great work.

We are having our mid-winter conference in Redwood
Falls at the Legion on January 27 & 28 with the Executive
Board meeting Friday night and the Conference on
Saturday morning beginning at 8:00 a.m. with coffee and
doughnuts at 7 a.m.  Lunch will be served by the Post.  I
encourage everyone to attend and take part of the confer-
ence.  It is a chance for everyone to learn and to have the
input that matters, YOUR VOICE!  Also, bring along any
memberships you may have at that time as we will have a
membership rally included on Saturday.  If you cannot
make it, please contact your Vice Commander so we can
collect them and turn them in for you.

On December 10th, we had our Oratorical Contest at St.
James.  A big thank you to the Post for allowing us to have
the competition there this year.

Greetings from the 10th District.
Hope everyone had a great Holiday and now we are into

a New Year. We have a lot of things going on just in
January. Our Mid-Winter Convention is 7 January at the
Edward B. Cutter Post 102 in Anoka Minnesota starting at
9 AM and hope to have a great turn out and hope the weath-
er is good.  We also have the Snowmobile Rally on the 27th
and 28th of January ending up on the 28th at 6 pm in Lino
Lakes. We still are slow in getting the memberships in and
it’s something we need to work on.  All Post Commanders
and their Membership teams please do the calling of ones
that have not paid their dues yet.  Remember most of the
ones still out just want to be called and ASKED.  We all
need someone to talk to.   The Consolidated Post Reports is
the big one and I would like to see the 10th District have a
100% report this year.  So look for it and please fill it out,
sign it and mail it in.  I am sure you will find your post did
something on the report to fill out and if not please tell us
and send it back.  Just fill it out and don’t discard it. It only
takes a few minutes.

Greetings from the Fighting Fifth.
The holiday season is over and we are now into a new

year. I hope the new year will be a healthy and prosperous
one for all. December was a busy month as it started out
with the Shop, Ship and Share when the 5th District joined
with the 4th District to send care boxes to our Minnesota
Veterans deployed overseas. It was a great event and we
pledged our support again for next year.  I want to thank
everyone from our District who attended. Our District
fundraiser with the pancake breakfast at Wold-Chamberlain
Post #99 was successful and we got a good start toward the
money we need for our project for the Veteran's home. We
are planning on doing another breakfast in the near future
and a spaghetti dinner in March. 

Our membership is at 78.01% of goal. We are still
behind last year's pace and need to pick it up and get those
renewals in. 

The St. Paul Winter carnival is coming up on Jan. 28th
and we will join the 4th District and march in the parade.
We will meet at the Arcade-phalen Post at noon. Our web-
site is progressing nicely. The public relations board met
with Shawn Davis to review what has been done so far and
make suggestions for enhancements. Our next Hospital
Visitation will be January 15 when we will join with the 4th
District. We will meet at 1:00 p.m.

Legionnaires,
I hope everyone had a safe and Happy Christmas.  I want

to thank all the Posts that extended an invite to their
Veterans Day functions.  I was particularly impressed with
the Post Everlasting program that the Waseca Post had fol-
lowing their dinner.  It was truly an awe-inspiring event.  

I wish to thank Adams Post for hosting our
Americanism/Membership Rally on Nov 19th.  I never
thought I would see the day where a bunch of adults would
be standing in line to see who could toss the most rubber
chickens in a wash tub our cow pies at a cardboard target.  I
thank Membership Director Denny Lewison and his wife
Nancy for providing the entertainment as well as the Adams
Post for the delicious all you could eat chicken and pork
dinner.

I want to remind everyone to look for the special some-
one with the American Legion Family to mentor for our
future leaders.  Failure to find those persons could be the
eventual loss of a Post.  They are there.  They just may need
that encouragement and support.

The 1st District is planning a revitalization on Jan 13th,
14th and 15th in Rochester.  If anybody is available to help
we would greatly appreciate it.  

Happy New Year. I hope everyone had an enjoyable hol-
iday season.  Detachment SAL Sgt-At- Arms Michael was
home from boot camp for Christmas.  He is doing well and
is now back in South Carolina finishing his training.   The
6th District Midwinter conference will be held Saturday
January 28, 2017 at Brainerd Post 255.  Call to order will be
8:30 am at the Brainerd National Guard Armory.  I want to
thank everyone for all their hard work with membership.
The membership program never ends, recruiting and renew-
ing is continuous.  There are a lot of veterans who would
like to join our American Legion Family but are just waiting
to be asked.  All posts need to register and share their post

and show the world we are strong. We as the American
Legion have taken the first step in promoting Americanism
by showing that respect to our National Anthem and our
United States of American Flag must be upheld. The
anthem and the flag that so many men and women have sac-
rificed for by wearing the uniform to protect. When
President Ronald Reagan took office our country was not a
proud country and was divided. President Reagan made us
all feel good about being an American. He didn't apologize
to anyone and we stood strong and united against any
adversary. We are going to lead the way, as The American
Legion family, showing the world why we are the largest
Veteran's organization and our voice will be heard. 2017
will be a great year for the United States, we will make
America great. 

history on www.centennial.legion.org. If you do not have
access to a computer you can contact me or if you attend the
Midwinter Conference in Brainerd we will have assistance
available.  Let’s continue to work on Storm’n for
Membership and make 2017 a year to remember, 100%
membership and 100% Consolidate Post Reports.
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Listening Post               News from around the State 

BACKUS PARTY -- Alexis Huesmann, four days old,
meets Santa at the annual Backus Auxiliary Unit 368
Christmas Party. Over 80 attended.

WOODBURY WALL -- Henry Kolashinski and Tom
Grezek and Santa Claus participate in the Woodbury
Post 501Wall of Thanks Fund Drive. Proceeds went to
the post, the food shelf, Hastings Veterans Home and
the Rest Camp on Big Marine.

BAYPORT HONOREES -- Bayport Post 491 recently paid tribute to members with
60 years or more service. From left: Les Krongard, Charlie Halberg, Irv Johnson,
Eugene Bell, Ron Perlt, Don Thron, Charlie Clesman, Richard Mockler, Gerald
Nolde, and George Seigfried.

COAST GUARD TRIP -- Five Coast Guardsmen were on the Twin Cities Honor
Flight for Korean War veterans in October. They were greeted on their tour by for-
mer Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas. The Minnesota veterans included Chris Kalogerson,
Dick Anderson, Bill Anderson, Donn Latourell and Russell Olson.

PAYNESVILLE FLAGS -- The flags at the new Paynesville Post 271 Veterans
Memorial flew for the first time on Veterans Day. The memorial began as an Eagle
Scout project by Brockten Vavra that was adopted by the post which sold paver
blocks to finance it. Pavers are still available. (Paynesville Press photo) 

TYLER SINGS OUT -- Members of the Tyler Post 185 sang patriotic songs on
Veterans Day at the Tyler Sunrise Nursing Home.

LEGION GRADS -- Dan Williams, Fourth District, and
Ralph Schneekloth, First District, recently graduated
from Legion College held in Indianapolis.

FALLDIN DELIVERS -- Falldin Post 555 delivered school supplies to Valley View
Elementary School in Columbia Heights, one of seven schools the post brings sup-
plies to every year. From left: Paul Soderberg, post sergeant-at-arms, Principal
Willie Fort, and Adjutant Ray Eiden.

HILLMAN DINNER -- Hillman Post 602 hosted its annual Pheasant Dinner in
October for local veterans from area nursing homes. World War II vets were also
invited. The post provides the full pheasant dinner with all the trimmings.
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Listening Post               News from around the State 

Foundation donates
to five vets homes

The Minnesota American Legion Foundation gave
$25,000 to the Minnesota Veterans Homes.

The grants were of $5,000 to each of Minnesota homes
in Luverne, Hastings, Minneapolis, Silver Bay and Fergus
Falls. 

Each home selected the project it would use the money
for. 

“I want to thank the individuals of the Legion,
Auxiliary and SAL along with the posts, units, squadrons
and districts who gave to Fund 85, the veteran assistance
fund. Without your help, these donations could not have
happened,” said Lloyd Ricker, president of the
Foundation.

FERGUS FALLS -- Foundation President Lloyd
Ricker presented the check to Deanna Mounts,
development and volunteer coordinator for the
Fergus Falls home. The money will be used for a
three-season greenhouse so residents can get the
therapeutic value of gardening. 

HASTINGS -- Wayne Hammon Jr., secretary of the
Foundation, presented a check to Susan Register,
volunteer services coordinator and Andrew
Burnside, director at Hastings. The home will use
the money to help buy a new bus to take veterans
to the Minneapolis VA Medical Center.

LUVERNE -- Foundation President Lloyd Ricker
presents $5,000 to Duane Marbon, volunteer servic-
es coordinator for the Luverne home. Luverne will
use the money to help construct permanent outside
shading the the dementia unit.

MINNEAPOLIS -- Foundation Vice President Bruce
Kottom presented a check to Sandy Larson, public
affairs director, and Cory Glad, director of the
Minneapolis home. The project in Minneapolis is a
circle of eight flags at the entrance to the home.

SILVER BAY -- Foundation Vice President Bruce
Kottom and Department Commander Denise Milton
presented a check to Ward Wallin, volunteer pro-
gram administrator at Silver Bay. The money will be
used to help construct a band shell to be used to
entertain veterans and for other outside functions.

HONORED GUESTS -- Past Department Commander Dennis Henkemeyer
brought his family to dinner at the Waite Park Rally. From left in front are father
John Henkemeyer, brother Tom and mother Harriet.

HOUSTON SHOOTERS -- Houston Post 423 shooters set a new NRA national
team record this year. The team consisted of Korey Kinstler (assistant coach),
Madalyn Schutte, Ethan Kintsler, Haley Alfson, Eli Johnson, Lillian Carlson and Jay
Johnson (coach.)

DENT CEREMONY -- Dent Post 148 conducted a flag
retirement ceremony at a local school.

WILLMAR MARINE -- Willmar Post 167 member
James G. Johnson ran the Marine Corps Marathon in
Arlington, Virginia. His time was 4:35:55. 
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Good bye 2016 – Hello 2017.  My how time flies when
you’re having fun.  

Got the OK from my doctor to get rid of the boot and
drive again.  What a relief.  Still a little bit stiff but getting
better every day.  Thanks to all for putting up with me and
my knee walker for so long, for the “get better” notes and
for just being such good friends through the whole ordeal.

Congratulations to the 4th and 5th District on a fantastic
Shop, Ship and Share.  What a great thing to do for our vet-
erans.  All the goodies that are donated, pictures colored by
our younger members (and Commander Denise and me),
then packaged and shipped to veterans.  I colored, wrote
labels and rode the merry-go-round.  What a great day.
They broke their record in the number of packages mailed
out again this year – Way to go.

I helped at Minneapolis VAHCS and Luverne gift shops.
It’s always fun to visit with the veterans and their families,
wrap a few gifts and even had the opportunity to visit with
a few veterans that I know at the hospital.  Thank you to the
gift shop committee, Raleen Tolzman and Vida Bacon for
doing all the planning and shopping.  Thank you to the
American Legion Representatives at the hospitals and
homes for putting it all together and making it work.  You
guys are all fabulous and I can’t thank you enough.

Visited some of the VA hospitals and homes for pheasant
dinners; St Cloud, Silver Bay, Minneapolis VAHCS,
Minneapolis Home, Fergus Falls, and Fargo.  The pheasant
dinners were all fabulous but I enjoyed the tours even more.
I didn’t realize that Silver Bay had originally been a school.
What a great conversion.  And I will never, ever call our VA
homes nursing homes.  They are anything but.  Our veterans
are lucky to have places like the hospitals for their everyday
needs and the homes for their major needs.  The homes are
going more and more to single person rooms, some have
kitchen facilities for each section and some have pets there.
It was wonderful to get the opportunity to see the facilities
and visit with the directors and staff.  Please stop if you ever
have the opportunity as there are a lot of areas you can visit,
or make an appointment to take a tour.

Freeborn Unit introduced a new concept to Bruce and
me.    It is a special Christmas event for them.  They planted
a tree and have a Set Memories Aglow sign and nativity
scene by the tree.  People donate to have names of deceased
friends and/or family members read.  After the reading of
the names, the lights on the tree are turned on.  The pro-
ceeds are donated to the Albert Lea Hospice program.  

Thanks to all the Units for the invitations and the good
times throughout the month.  Each visit is unique and each
is a learning experience.  There are so many good ideas and
so many friends presenting them.  

Again, please help with membership.  We are behind last
year and last year was behind the year before and on and on.
Thanks for all you have done to help us reach our goals and
maintain our members.  This is our most important program
and hopefully we’ll all keep working on it.  

I know that everyone had a very Merry Christmas with
friends and family and that we are all ready to begin 2017.
Resolutions anyone?  I don’t make them because I’ve never
quite figured out the secret to keeping them.

Remember during this time of the year to keep our vet-
erans in your thoughts and prayers.  Depression is the hard-
est illness to cure and is most common during the holidays.  

God bless you and yours & “thanks” to all of our veter-
ans.  It is because of you that we have the freedoms we so
enjoy.  A special shout out to our veterans who are not home
with their families over the holidays. Know that we are
grateful for your service and you are always in our thoughts
and prayers. May 2017 bring us all blessings and happiness.

Forest Lake will be site of
2017 Junior Conference

Saturday, April 8th is the date for the 54th Annual
Department Junior Conference.  It will be held at the Forest
Lake American Legion Post 225 with the Third District
serving as our hosts.  A fun evening has been planned for
Friday, April 7th.  Complete information and the Call to the
Junior Conference was included in the January/February
Unit mailing.  Be sure you share this information with your
Junior Activities Chairman.  Arrange now for your Juniors
to attend.  We need more Juniors to attend our Conference
and share their successes with other Junior members so we
can grow the program.  Junior members are the Auxiliary’s
future and we must nurture and promote what they do.  We
have a wonderful Honorary Junior President, Kiana
Coleman-Woods, who has done a great job of delivering
socks and undergarments to Veterans and homeless.  This is
her project for the year.

GIRLS STATE RESERVATIONS
In the January/February Unit mailing, every Unit

received the necessary information and reservation form to
reserve a place for their candidate(s) to the 2017 session of
the American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota Girls State.
Please ask your Unit President for the necessary informa-
tion. 

After your Unit sends in the reservation fee ($300.00 per
girl) and it has been processed, your Unit will receive a
packet of information including a complete registration
packet for each girl you are sponsoring.  This will be sent to
the person who signed the reservation form.

Information will be mailed to each high school in
January.  The schools will be waiting to be contacted by
you.  Let them know now if you will be sponsoring a girl.

A Unit may sponsor as many girls from the same high
school as it would like to.  There is no limit.  The candi-
date(s) must attend a Minnesota public, charter, parochial,
private, home-school, or be a resident of Minnesota.  All
reservation fees will be accepted on a first-come first-
served basis.  Any person, business or organization may
provide the fee to sponsor a girl but this must be run
through a Unit.

This year the American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota
Girls State will return to Bethel University.  The session
will be held June 11 – 17, 2017.

2017 POPPY ORDERS
Poppy orders are still being accepted in the department

office. As of this writing, we have received orders from 269
Units.  Please get your order into the Department Office.
We need to know how many 2017 Poppies are needed so we
can plan accordingly.  If you have already ordered and need
to place a second order, please do so.

Shipment of Poppy orders has been ongoing.  Upon
receipt of your order, please check it carefully and report
any discrepancies to the department office immediately.
Please do not wait until Poppy Day.

ANNUAL REPORTS
Annual reports have been sent to all Unit President’s in

the January/February Unit Mailing packet.  Please make
sure and go through the reports and instruction sheets.  If
your Unit doesn’t participate in all of the programs be sure
to fill out the ones you do participate in and return them.  If
your Unit is inactive and doesn’t participate in any of the
programs, please send them back stating “do not partici-
pate” on the form.

SECOND DUES NOTICES
The National organization will be sending out a second

dues notice around January 15, 2017 to all Senior members
whose 2017 dues were NOT received and recorded by the
National organization by December 10.  That means some
of you will receive this second notice though you recently
paid your dues.

If you have already paid your dues and receive another
notice, please disregard it.  We know that some of the dues
and the dues notices cross in the mail.

Reminder:  Any member who has not paid her 2016 dues
by January 31 is considered delinquent and loses her rights,

privileges and benefits of membership.  Payment of her
2016 dues reinstates her as a member in good standing.  

MEMBERSHIP HELP
The Department Office, Executive Committee and

Membership Chairmen are looking for your help.  If any of
you have any success stories or interesting ways of collect-
ing you membership renewals, we are all ears.  Our mem-
bership continues to decline and the Department Office
needs this to stop.  We need dues to be able to continue to
give the best customer service we can as this is the only
money we have to run the office.  We are here for you and
would like to continue working for this wonderful organiza-
tion forever!  Please contact Sandie at the Department
Office via email; sandie@mnala.org or
deptoffice@mnala.org or call 651-224-7634.  We would
love to hear from you and share these success stories.

2018 DIRECT BILLING
Another year has gone by and we are already looking for

each Unit’s 2018 dues - though the calendar just turned to
2017, it is already that time of the year when the National
organization requires the necessary information for printing
the 2018 dues notices.  Every Unit will receive a notice ask-
ing for the amount of your Unit’s year 2018 Senior and
Junior dues, and the name and address of the person whose
name should appear on the year 2018 dues’ notices.  The
information and form was in the January/February Unit
mailing.  The information is due into the department office
no later than March 31, 2017.  We would appreciate your
cooperation and getting this form back to us in a prompt
manner.  This form will also be on our website.  Make sure
and discuss this with your Unit at your next meeting and
vote on your Unit dues so the form can be filled out with the
correct amounts for 2018.

PROGRAMS THAT NEED SUPPORT
In reviewing the contributions to the various approved

Department programs, we find there seems to be some
questions as to what are our own Auxiliary programs; what
are not.

Each year the Department Chairmen receive approval
from the Department Executive Committee for those
Auxiliary programs that need our financial support.  These
programs are listed on pages 12-13 of the Unit Guide.
Those marked with an * are our own Department Auxiliary
programs, namely:  Junior Activities, Department
Scholarships, Girls State, Past Presidents Health Care
Scholarship, American Legion Auxiliary Hospital Program,
$5.00 Bill Shower, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation and
the Christmas Gift Shop.  These programs cannot be carried
on without the financial support of our Units and those
Posts that have so kindly supported our programs.

Many Units are having difficulties financially.  Every
Unit should look carefully at what they are donating to.
Many, many letters of solicitation come to the Unit from
other organizations.  Some Units feel that they “must” sup-
port these other organization in order to be carrying out the
programs of the ALA.  That is not the case.  Too, some
Units are supporting programs we are no longer involved
with financially or that have been completed.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Question:  What has your Unit done with the copies of

the scholarship applications sent to you last fall?  Are they
sitting in your Unit’s files, or have you taken them to your
local schools and shared them with the students who are
searching for ways to finance their education? If you are in
need of additional copies for distribution, you may dupli-
cate those you received or contact the department office for
additional copies.

All scholarship applications are due into the department
office by March 15, 2017.  Let your schools and community
know about these scholarships.  There are seven (8)
Department scholarship awarded each year at $1,000.00
each.  The Past Presidents Parley Health Care Scholarships
are also $1,000.00 each.  All applications can also be found
on our website.  Our National organization has raised the
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amount they are giving for scholarships as well this year.  
THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS 

There is a very special group of people who serve our
hospitalized veterans throughout the year.  These are our
Hospital/Home Representatives and the volunteers who
work with them.  Each month is busy for them as they make
the stay of our hospitalized veterans a bit more pleasant and
comfortable.  During the month of December they are
exceptionally busy with the Christmas Gift Shop and $5.00
Bill Shower programs.  Our appreciation and many thanks
to all our representatives and the volunteers who serve with
them: 

Naomi Hill, Sioux Falls, Mary Ann Davis, Minneapolis,
Jan Benson, St. Cloud, Jeannette Mertens, Luverne, Phyllis
Mealey, Silver Bay, Sandra Gibson, Minneapolis, Carolyn
Albertson, Fargo, Doris LaFayette, Fergus Falls, Darlene
Wondra, Hastings.

Thanks, ladies, for all that you do.

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE
The 2017 Washington Conference will be held in

Washington DC, February 26 – March 1, 2017.  If any
member is interested in attending, please contact the depart-
ment office for details or go to the National website,
www.alaforveterans.org.  I was able to attend last year and
I strongly suggest if you have the time, make sure and
attend.  I learned and saw much of our country’s history in
the short time I was there – it was amazing.

SECRETARY SANDIE’S NOTES
My gosh, what a year it has been – saying good-bye to

working with President Sandy and hello to President Carol
has turned out to be such an easy transition.  Both women
are simply the best and very dedicated to the organization.
I couldn’t have asked for better.  

I will step up on the pulpit for just a moment and ask
each member who hasn’t paid their dues to please do so – it
is so easy, you can write a check to your unit or easier yet,
go on-line to the National organization website,
www.alaforveterans.com, log in and you can pay your dues
right there.  This is the money I use to run the Department
Office to ensure all members have the tools and information
necessary to serve our Veterans.  Let’s make this a real
happy new year for President Carol and get to the top of the
nation and meet our goals for this year.  

Now for the personal side of things (no pulpit), just fun
– this month’s huge shout out goes to Patsy and Emil, who
I seemed to have forgotten in the past.  I don’t know why
after all the times Emil and Shorty have made Patsy and I
wonder, what the heck.  Oh those Fire Department days.  A
little bird (short one) told me Cletus, you know who you
are, Gregor, that I was responsible for the horrible play of
the Vikings last Sunday.  I had to nearly mortgage the farm
to buy the tickets and I do believe my grandson’s 4th grade
team in Texas could have beat them.  If I wouldn’t have
been so darned high up I would have marched down on the
field and kicked every one of those highly paid athletes
right where the sun don’t shine. I have been a fan since
1961, yes I am that old (almost), and there have been bad
years, but I have never seen a team play so poorly.  The sta-
dium is gorgeous, but I don’t know how they will fill it with
teams like this.  I guess I did get back on the pulpit.  

Got the news, it’s a girl, a brand new granddaughter
coming in May.  I still scratch my head in disbelief that my
baby boy can be having a baby of his own.  He was sup-
posed to live with his mama his whole life and drive me
around when I couldn’t drive anymore.

I hope to see many of you 3rd District members at our
Mid-Winter in Montgomery in January.  Should be a good
time, we have a great “Montgomery” District Commander
in Mike Maxa – love him to death, and he is the son of Emil
and Patsy, mentioned above. 

I think that should be enough for this issue, from Shorty
and myself - everybody please have a very happy and pros-
perous new year, keep on supporting our veterans.  For
those of you battling illnesses, or just down and out – I pray
every day for you.

NORTHERN TRAINING -- Attendees to the American
Legion Auxiliary Leadership Training Session held in
Bemidji, led by Chairman Robin Dorf, weathered a
very snowy cold day, but managed to still came to the
leadership training.

The National Security Program maintains and promotes
a strong national defense by strengthening and supporting
military servicemembers and their families. We support the
emotional and social needs of active, reserve and transition-
ing military servicemembers and their families. Units may
find servicemembers and families independently or by
working with the servicemember transition program of the
U.S. Department of Defense, the military service branches,
or the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Members may
provide support on a spouse-to-spouse or family-to-family
basis, such as to a family member, neighbor or another mil-
itary family to which they come in contact. Refer to the
ALA Military Family Readiness Action Guide for addition-
al information and specific steps.

Care packages and cards to our troops are always appre-
ciated. Remember them throughout the year. Remember the
family at home with visits, cards, and find out what kind of
help they can use or need.

The POW/MIA Recognition Day is held the 3rd Friday
of September every year. With the use of DNA and other
ways of identification the remains of servicemembers from
WW11, Korea and Viet Nam are being recovered, identified
and returned to their families for proper burial and closure
for the families. 

The Armed Forces Services Center is an all free stop
located at the Minneapolis/StPaul International Airport, for
Active Duty military personnel, Reservists, National
Guardsmen and their dependents. Also serves active duty
DOD and PHS employees on travel orders, as well as other
members of the uniformed services on active duty. They
have a place to rest, food to
eat, bed to sleep in and tele-
visions and books to help
pass time between flights at
no cost to them. Thanks to
donations from veteran’s
organizations, businesses
and individuals and volun-
teers this is a free service to
our military who are serving
our country.

We keep our elected offi-
cials abreast of their needs.

Homeland Security is
part of this program as well
as knowing and working
with our Police, and First
Responders in cases of dis-
asters from storms, floods,
fires and other disasters.

President Carol Kottom’s
Testimonial Dinner, March 25

Buffalo Post 270
Your choice of: Stuffed Pork Chop – OR – 
Stuffed Chicken Breast, Served with:

Baby red potatoes, Green beans and almonds,
Cole Slaw & Dinner rolls

Coffee/Milk/Water, Dessert
$16.00 per person

Karaoke to follow dinner
Name

_______________________________________________
# Pork dinners _____________    

# Chicken dinners _____________

Telephone number__________________________

Amount enclosed ___________________________

Tickets will be at the door on March 25th

DEADLINE:  March 18th 

Mail check and info above to:  Marilyn
Miller, President, 404 Division St., Buffalo,
MN , 55313     Phone: 763-682-4796

SHIRLEY FREDERICK
Chairman

National Security Month

FRIDLEY CHRISTMAS -- Junior Honorary President
Kiana Coleman-Woods, Department Commander
Denise Milton, Auxiliary President Carol Kottom and
Riders President Chuck Stone enjoy Christmas at the
Fridley post 303.

Correction
A photo on page 15 in the December issue showing

Minnesota Auxiliary members should have said they were
at the National President’s homecoming.
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Do
your
part!
Subscribe to the
Minnesota
Legionnaire
online.

Go to:

mnlegion.org

Click on 
Legionnaire
Publications

Click on “Sign up”

Attention Veterans!
This is your northern 
Minnesota resort. Barrier-free
and open 12 months a year. 
Gateway to the BWCA.
800-777-7538
email: vetlake@frontiernet.net
www.veteransonthelakeresort.org
All cabins have a lake view.

RESORT FOR DISABLED VETERANS,
ACTIVE DUTY AND ABLE BODIED
VETERANS, DISABLED GENERAL
PUBLIC AND FAMILIES.

Ely, Minnesota

Reverse
Mortgages

Call for a free consumer
guide and personal quote.
-- Must be 62 or older.
-- Never make a monthly
mortgage payment again.
-- Receive a lump sum of
cash, credit line or monthly
payments.
-- See how much you
could qualify for today.

Let a retired active duty
veteran you can trust
show you how you may
benefit from a Reverse
Mortgage.

Mike Kraus                         Serving MN and WI
7365 Kirkwood Court North, Suite 300
Maple Grove, MN   55369
763-355-8540      mkraus@muihomeloans.com

NMLS ID #283509

Buyer’s Premium in Effect
30-Day Closing

We Buy Properties
Homes, Farms, Businesses, 

Estates and Lands
Larry Hennig Realty and Auctions

320-656-5399
larrytheaxe@hotmail.com
Auctioneer # 71-05-001

Larry “The Axe” Hennig
Wrestling Hall of Fame

Auctions WANTEDI BUY AND COLLECT VINTAGE MILITARY ITEMS
Including insignia, hats, helmets, and uniforms from WW I, WW II,
Korea, Vietnam, (I have not started my collection on Southeast Asia
yet). I collect Army, USAF, USN, USMC, patches, pins, pictures and

souvenirs from all periods. CALL JOE, 612-801-4673 AFTER 6
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