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“The camp was built right next to the water, and barracks
were on stilts. It was one of the biggest camps in Germany.”
By war’s end, about 9,000 Allied prisoners were in the
camp.

Schleppegrell had been traveling for 19 days, and he said
that was the worst of his experience as a prisoner of war.
After that, life settled into the routine of the camp.

There were 24 prisoners in his room, with bunks rising
up three tiers. He was deloused to kill the bugs that had
joined him along the way. The prisoners would be called
outside to be counted several times a day, and they were
also led in physical activity outside.

“We had straw on the bunks, but it got hard as time went
on. Plus we were losing a lot of weight. You’d wake up in
the morning black and blue all over just from sleeping.”

Food amounted to bread with margarine in the morning
with some ersatz coffee, a bowl of broth at noon, and anoth-
er slice of bread with marmalade at night. Schleppegrell had
been about 155 when he was shot down, and weighed 116
when he was liberated.

“We were supposed to each get one Red Cross parcel
every week, but at first we weren’t getting any. Then we
started getting more. I don’t think I ever got a whole box,
though.

“The parcels always had cigarettes, and guys would
trade them for chocolate or other food. The parcels also
came with a can of Spam.”

Somewhere in the camp the prisoners had a clandestine
radio that someone had built from odds and ends. “They
even printed up a little paper, and every night someone
would come and read to the group about what was happen-
ing in the war. The Germans would keep us informed, but
we already knew what they were telling us. The radio was
good for morale.”

The prisoners would call out rthymes and ditties while
they did their calisthenics, and one of the phrases was
“C’mon Joe.” “But the Germans finally figured out we were
talking about Joe Stalin and the Russian Army, which was
getting closer every day, so it was forbidden from our reper-
toire. We also used to call the guards ‘goons,’ but then they
found out what a goon was, and we couldn’t do that any-
more.”

The men played cards and had access to a small library.
Schleppegrell spent much of his time tending to his frozen
feet. “They had turned black and were peeling. I would hold
them up to the window and the sunshine, and that seemed
to help forming new skin.”

No tunnels were ever dug at Stalag I because the camp
was right at sea level.

“We ate mainly turnips and rutabagas, and most of the
guys said they’d never eat another one the rest of their lives.
We got horsemeat now and then. And we had powdered
milk which was called ‘klim” which is milk spelled back-
wards.”

On April 29, 1945, the men woke up to find the German
guards were gone. “We knew the Russians were very close.
“We were ordered by Colonel Zabrinski, the American offi-
cer in charge of the camp, to dig long trenches to get into in
case the camp was bombed.”

On May 1, the Russians marched in and were generally
friendly toward the Americans. “But they were provoked
that we weren’t all wearing black arm bands in honor of the
death of Roosevelt. We hurried up and found some black
cloth and pretty soon we were all wearing black arm
bands.”

The Russians had no love for the Germans. “The
Russians soldiers were a rough crew. They pretty much
ruined that beautiful little town.”

The prisoners were forbidden to leave camp, but many
took off anyway, seeking the American or British lines. It
wasn’t until May 12-13 that the Russians allowed the pris-
oners to be evacuated by aircraft. The war had been over for
a week.

“We went to the local airstrip and got on board these
Lancasters, huge British bombers. There were also
American bombers. They flew us to Camp Lucky Strike in
France. We could have whatever we wanted to eat, and most
of the guys went for ice cream or candy. So everyone got
really sick.”

From there the men were sent home on ships.
Schleppegrell was discharged from the Army in Santa
Monica, California. He had earned a Purple Heart, an Air
Medal with two clusters, and a POW medal.

He was never debriefed about being a prisoner until
1984, when the government had him come to Fort Snelling
and fill out a 16-page questionnaire.

He went back to the university, but this time focused on
teaching German. He was married in 1948 to Norma. Over
the years they had eight children, six of whom are alive, 16
grandchildren, and they are expecting their 25th great
grandchild. Norma was a mental health professional in
Minnesota, and won many awards and accolades.

Schleppegrell taught German at University High School
in Minneapolis for four years, and then was hired to be on
the staff at Hibbing High School in 1952. At that time, the
Hibbing school system was considered perhaps the finest in
the state because the district had mining money to hire the
best teachers.

In 1959, a German language village for high school stu-
dents was planned for New Ulm and Schleppegrell was
asked to help out. He then became dean of students at the
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A friend of Schleppegrell’s drew this depiction of the room the prisoners stayed in. There were 24 men assigned

to a room and the bunks were three deep.
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In 1977, Schleppegrell received a certificate of merit
from Goethe House of New York and the American
Association of Teachers of German. It was given for
outstanding achievement in teaching German

Concordia Language villages German immersion camp at a
rented Bible camp near Alexandria.

Schleppegrell had made the full circle from German
prisoner of war camp to German language camp. In 1977,
he was given an award from the German government com-
mending his work at the language camp.

He taught at Hibbing High School until he retired in
1984, and has now been retired for 33 years.

He and Norma live in an apartment overlooking a pond
in Hibbing.

(This story is mainly based on a recent interview with
Schleppegrell in Hibbing, but it also uses material from an
story done by Lt. Col. Terrance Popravak Jr. for the Air
National Guard website and from a story that ran in 1982
in the Hibbing Daily Tribune.)
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The prisoners at Stalag Luft 1 were called outside frequently for roll call.

At Stalag Luft 1, Schleppegrell’s mess kit was made
from discarded powdered milk tins.
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At Stalag 1, this building, called the “cooler,” was used
for prisoners who didn’t toe the line.
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Mike Bredeck, who has retired after 15 years as Boys State Director
after this year’s session, got to present his daughter, Kate Bredeck, with
a plaque honoring her 10 years of work at Boys State. She will also be
retiring.

Boys State Counselor Adam Logeman explains the ins and outs of parliamentary
procedure at an early session.

State SAL Commander Gene Olswold and National Vice Commander Dennis
Henkemeyer were on hand to charter a new squadron at Boys State. New
squadron Commander Kevin Barth unfurls the charter.

| L
& U

When running for o_ffice, a Boys Stater can stand up and tell his peers why . - A X7 ]
he’s the best candidate. Waiting for their city picture, one group tried

\J-r{ 4 3 % ‘ : RS

out variations of the “wave.”
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Girls Staters and Minnesota Lt. Governor Tina Smith, center, reached for new heights following Smith’s address to the assembly at Bethel Univesity in Roseville.
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Selected by the Girls State staff, the two girls who will represent
Minnesota as senators at Girls Nation are Hannah Hendrickson of
Moorhead and Michelle Onyekaba from Coon Rapids.
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Girls Staters honored longtime Americanism speaker Elizabeth Wall Strofus with a wreath
placed in the World War Il memorial at the Capitol. Strofus died this year. Placing the wreath
were Girls State Supreme Court Justice Hadley Lange, Attorney General Savannah
Romann, Chief Justice Flo Ayika, and Justice Katherine Twiss.

Bob Locker salutes during a flag retirement ceremony put on by a ritual
team from the 40/8 organization.

Photography by Michelle Leonard

Girls State Staff took a break from the official photos to have some fun.
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Annual
Reports

To the Convention of the
Department of Minnesota
The American Legion

Adjutant

Our programs touched the lives of veterans, their families and youth
from all across the state. We continue to grow in the things we do and how
we impact our communities.

We provided direct assistance to many veterans at the VA Medical
Centers that serve Minnesota’s veterans through our on location
Department Service Officer in the Minneapolis VA Medical Center and
Veterans Hospital Representative in the St Cloud VA.

We provided honors to thousands of veterans as final respects were
given at military funeral honors all across the state.

We continue to explore new ways to get our face and name out there
through promotional opportunities that incorporate our American Legion
logo. And we try to form relationships that bring the message of our
organization to others in ways that we may have not explored in the past.

We helped provide an opportunity for many disabled, recently
returned, and older veterans to get together in the great Minnesota outdoors
at events such as the veterans deer and turkey hunts and the Trolling for the
Troops and Ely fishing events.

Our VA&R committee managed by our Department Service Officer
Jeremy Wolfsteller met with the senior leadership at each state and feder-
al VA facility that serves Minnesota veterans as they do each year. They
ask the difficult questions relating to care, facilities and budget. They are
respected in the veterans’ community and work closely with all key stake-
holders at the local, state and national levels. They provided training to the
County Veterans Service Officer (CVSOs) through our National offices
and to state VSOs by taking them to Indianapolis and Washington DC to
attend our in-house VSO training.

Minnesota’s youth remain one of our focuses and many from all across
the state participated in our American Legion Oratorical Contest where
they prepared and gave oratory presentations on the Constitution of the
United States of America. Several won scholarship money for their efforts.

We sent several hundred boys from all across the state to Boys State for
one week where they learn firsthand from our state’s leaders how our gov-
ernment operates. They will form city, county and state offices and draft
and move legislation that will run those entities.

At Legionville the new training facility is outstanding thanks to the
donations from dedicated Legion members all around the state. We along
with The Minnesota State Highway Patrol and AAA trained hundreds of
boys and girls on road cross and School Bus Safety at our Legionville
training center in the Brainerd Lakes area on North Long Lake. In eight,
one-week sessions through the summer they come together from all across
Minnesota to learn safety and enjoy a week in the outdoors.

Also, the Department is proud of our baseball program, the largest in
the nation. We have over 330 teams and 6,000 participants, and annually
we put on the largest and best state tournament in the nation.

Training and education scholarships were presented at recognition cer-
emonies in posts, high schools, colleges, and training facilities all across
the state as our posts, districts and Department recognize the talented
efforts of our youth and their desire to expand their horizons in the form of
financial scholarships.

We worked together with our state legislature and the Minnesota
Department of Veterans Affairs to strengthen state veteran’s benefits and
entitlements in multiple ways.

We visited Washington DC as a delegation of Minnesota American
Legion leaders and rallied Congress for the support for our veterans, and
their families, sounding the call for a strong national defense, protection
against the degradation of our American Flag, the promotion of
Americanism in our communities and to end the bureaucratic bickering in
Washington.

My thanks to Minnesota’s 76,000-plus members of this great organi-
zation for all you do in your communities. And my heartfelt thanks to the
staff of our Department Headquarters: Jennifer, Al, Misty, Laura, Jeremy,
Heather, Lucas and Gerald -- your efforts to keep things rolling are so
greatly appreciated.

Randy Tesdahl

Department Adjutant

Commander

My year began with several planning sessions. I met with our Legion
Family leaders and we chose to have a joint pin for this year. We agreed
that we needed to place more emphasis on the Family and that we are a

Family organization with something to offer all Family Members. With
that we were off and running working together as one.

Jim Lucas agreed to be Membership Director for this year. We planned
the rallies and decided to have most of them at Legionville because of its
central location and excellent facilities. Roy Kruger the caretaker was great
to work with and helped us plan and execute each rally. The only differ-
ence in the rallies was that each time we went back it was more fun. Thank
all of you who attended or helped in any way. Legionville proved to be a
good choice as the attendance for the rallies overall was better than it had
been in the past. The ice fishing Sweetheart rally was a real hit .

The five Department Vice Commanders were the best 1 could have
had. They became known as the Fabulous Five and the title fit them well.
We felt our members could use some more training and they accepted the
challenge. We held three sessions across the State and the attendance was
overwhelming. Each time these men we asked to help in any way through-
out the year they responded in a positive manner. This made my job much
easier knowing I had their full support. I can not thank them enough for all
they did this past year.

The outdoor activities with the Disabled Veterans proved to be one of
my favorite events along with the visits made to the Veterans Homes across
the State. Each time you visit a nursing home or medical center please
remember to thank the people who work those jobs. To many of those
workers it is more than a job, it is a passion. A simple thank you goes a
long way.

Our Public Relations Committee has proven to be another tremendous
asset this year. They supported all of our rallies. Their knowledge of tech-
nology and support became one I depended on all year and they preformed
excellent.

I was able to see parts of Minnesota this year I had not seen before
thanks to the many invitations I received. I never had the same meal twice
and they were all great. I set a goal at the beginning of the year to lose
some weight and now I have only 20 pounds more to go to get started.
Thanks to all of you for all the kind acts shown to my wife and I.
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I have learned more about all of you and the many great things you do
all over our great state of Minnesota. You really are examples of what
Minnesota nice is all about. Please take the time to let the members of your
communities know what you do. When you do your Consolidated Post
Report take another few minutes and send a copy to your local newspaper
and post one in your Post home. We need to let more people know all the
great things we do.

In closing I want to thank the entire American Legion Family for mak-
ing this a year [ will never forget. To my Family at home for their total sup-
port and all of you who helped in any way. From your attendance all year
from beginning to end the 40,000 plus miles I have travelled have been the
adventure of a lifetime.

Thanks for the memory and may God Bless.

Jim Kellogg

Department Commander

Vice Commander
1st and 3rd Districts

I thank the American Legion Family members of the First & Third
Districts for giving me the opportunity to serve you. To the 1st & 3rd
District Commanders Don and Rollie, Membership Directors Mike and
Les, thank you for your friendship and support this past year. Your District
membership teams have worked hard this year to achieve all the member-
ship goals.

It has been an honor to work with Department Commander Jim
Kellogg. He set a high standard to establish and maintain a Legion
Training Program statewide. In addition, he put the word Family, in front
of all Department events and activities. Coming from the transportation
industry, Department Membership Director Jim Lucas kept the Pedal to the
Metal, and never lost sight of the membership goals. To the Department
Vice Commanders Don Amundson, Darrel Redepenning, Art Tobkin, &
Carroll Partridge I thank you for the warm handshakes, the humor, and the
wise counsel.

Finally, a big thank you to the staff at Department Headquarters. Your
assistance when needed and the hard work at Department functions may
not always be noticed, but your efforts are greatly appreciated. It has been
a honor to serve as a Department Vice Commander.

John Milbrath

Department Vice Commander

Vice Commander
2nd and 7th Districts

What an honor and privilege to have had the opportunity to serve The
Department of Minnesota as one of the Vice Commanders under the guid-
ance of Commander Jim Kellogg and his Membership Team. I will cher-
ish the memory, beginning with the opportunity to represent the
Department at the Legion Riders Kick Off in New Ulm on July 30th. Then
on to American Legion Headquarters in Indianapolis for three days of
Membership Training, with the opportunity to meet Legionnaires from all
over the country and share experiences and ideas to recruit and retain
membership in the American Legion. This training was especially help-
ful when attending District Executive meetings and Membership Dinners
and Rallies, but perhaps most helpful with our own Department
Membership Training held in Clearwater and New Ulm. This experience
will be useful and helpful for the future and success of The American
Legion.

Another highlight for me was the opportunity to attend and participate
in the Dedication of Legionville held at the time of a Membership Rally.
All of the Membership Rallies at both District and Department levels were
opportunities for me to represent the Department of Minnesota American
Legion Team.

Attending three Pheasant Dinners throughout the State is always a
pleasure and treat, and this year especially as I was able to represent The
American Legion.

Being Veterans Day Speaker on behalf of Commander Kellogg at the
Luverne Veterans Home was an honor for me. I was pleased to represent
the Department at the American Legion Birthday Dinner in Round Lake,
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for Commander Kellogg.

I was able to attend the 2nd District Mid-Winter in November at
Lakefield, and the 7th District Mid-Winter in Cosmos in January. I was
able to attend a lunch with the National Commander in Wells, MN in
February, but was disappointed I was not able to have my own Post on
Goal by that date, even as Membership Director of my own Post. We have
since achieved Goal.

Another big highlight of the year was the Revitalization Program insti-
tuted this year in most if not all of the Districts. I was able to attend only
one of the three days of revitalization held in the 2nd District, Post 11 in
Mankato, Post 7 in Sleepy Eye and Post 5 in Worthington. I thought my
day in Worthington was very well spent and very good for getting many
involved in the membership program of the American Legion. I do hope
this program will continue in the years ahead, as much was learned by
everyone involved. I was not able to attend the 7th District Revitalization
on March 18th held at the Willmar American Legion Post.

Veterans Day on the Hill is always a good experience for me, and this
year was no exception, expect that it was a bit difficult maneuvering
through the tunnels to find the offices. I think it is always a productive day,
though one may not see the results until they adjourn. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve.

Don Amundson

Department Vice Commander

Vice Commander
4th and 5th Districts

Thank you Legionnaires for the opportunity to serve as one of your
five Department Vice Commanders for the 2015-16 year. It has been a
privilege to represent the 4th and Sth Districts for the Department of
Minnesota.

As always, the 4th and 5th worked together on the projects like Shop,
Ship and Share.

The flag disposal at the Vets Camp on Big Marine Lake was heart
warming and a great success.

I want to thank Commander Kellogg for his guidance and strong lead-
ership this year. Also thanks to all the staff at Department. You all work
hard for us.

Carroll “Bird” Partridge

Department Vice Commander

Vice Commander
oth and 9th Districts

I would like to thank the Legionnaires of the Department of Minnesota
for their confidence in electing me their Department Vice Commander.

The first duty as a Department Vice Commander was to attend a
Membership Seminar in Indianapolis, IN. At that seminar, the five
Minnesota Vice-Commanders, whom were elected at the Department
Convention as “at-large Vice-Commanders”, were then designated to their
respective Districts. Also, at the seminar, we learned of various methods
that other States have utilized, to increase their memberships. The primary
emphasis was recruiting the younger Veterans into The American Legion.

My next duty was to coordinate the “northern” American Legion learn-
ing event, which was held at the Grand Rapids Post. The event was well
attended and well received.

I continued the year with Re-vitalizations membership drives in vari-
ous Posts in the 6th and 9th Districts. These activities were primarily led
by the respective District Commanders and were successful events. This
is a membership process that should continue into the future. I thank my
two District Commanders, Denise Milton, 9th District, and Dewayne
Collins, 6th District, for a job well done. Both Districts have worked very
hard in their attempt to maintain membership.

I encourage the Districts to actively recruit the younger Veterans. The
younger Veterans have a different way of “doing business”. The Districts
and the Department have to accept this, and in some cases, have to change
their way of “doing business”.

An example of a way of changing our way of “doing business” is the
submittal of Consolidated Post Reports. American Legion Posts can either,
complete and submit their Consolidated Post Report by “hand”, or via the
Internet. As of May 15, 2016, only 26 CPR’s have been submitted via the
Internet; of a total of 162 CPR’s submitted, or approximately 17% of the
total. This tells me that 17% of our Posts have entered the “computer age”.

I believe that the Posts, District, and Department should jointly inves-
tigate “new” methods of getting things done for the betterment of The
American Legion...methods that benefit the majority of the Legionnaires,
and not just make it easier for a minority. This would involve changing
their ways of “doing business”. As Henry David Thoreau said; “What old
people say you cannot do, you try and find that you can. Old deeds for old
people and new deeds for new.”

This past year has been a learning experience and I have enjoyed it. I
thank all the Legionnaires that I have met for their warm hospitality.

Art Tobkin

Department Vice-Commander

Vice Commander
8th and 10th Districts

It has been a distinct honor serving the Department and the 8th and
10th Districts this year. Commander Kellogg’s emphasis on “Legion
Family” was especially refreshing.

After all the years my wife and I have attended Fall Conference togeth-
er, this year’s joint sessions were informational and more fun. I also par-
ticularly enjoyed representing the Department Commander at events that
he could not attend.

I was able to participate in several of the 8th and 10th District events,
including both Mid-Winters. The 8th in Virginia, MN and the 10th’s at my
home post in Anoka. We also had our annual 8th/10th Rally on Feb. 27th
in Anoka. I would like to thank Commander Havlick and Commander
Johnson for working with me this year.

I was looking forward to attending both of the District Conventions,
when life did a little twist on me. While opening my lake home in May, I
had a weird accident and blew out my right knee. This landed me in the
emergency room and I subsequently had to have surgery. I’'m home now
recovering and hoping to attend the Department Convention in Rochester.

Darrel Redepenning
Department Vice Commander

Treasurer

As Treasurer, 1 serve on the Department Finance Committee,
Minnesota Legionnaire, and the Legionville Board of Directors. It has
been my pleasure to serve you again this past year as your Department
Treasurer.

The Treasurer is charged with the responsibility and administration of
all Department funds and related financial affairs with direct responsibili-
ty to the Department Executive Committee. Some of the duties include
overseeing accounting principles, and financial processes of the
Department Headquarters, assisting the Department Finance Liaison, ana-
lyzing and prescribing financial reports, and investing the assets of the
Department.

The following is an overview of the Department’s investments between
May 2015 and May 2016. Investment began the year with an allocation of
27% stocks and 73% bonds. Bonds in the account are primarily high grade
bonds and CDs. These bonds and CDs are laddered between one and five
years. The stocks are diversified between large, medium, and smaller
companies with a heavier weighting toward larger companies. Interest and
dividends paid out between June 1st, 2015 and May 31st, 2016 to the
Department’s checking account totaled $37,763.83. Again, thank you for
allowing me to serve as your Treasurer and I look forward to serving you
in the future.

Richard Horn

Department Treasurer

Chaplain

Some say it gets better the second time around. I can truly say I am
very happy I did. The first time I was chaplain in 2012--2013. I was excit-
ed to be elected to such a position, I like many others before really did not
know all the things that were involved in being the chaplain for the depart-
ment, it did not take very long to find out about the chaplain corner and the
other events that require your time to attend ,but at each one I would learn
more about the legion and today is not any different. I have had the oppor-
tunity to meet such wonderful legion family members and shared many
different ideas and story's. I listen more than talk that is what my job is and
when I could not find the answers I would seek out the answer many were
found in that wonderful book we call the Bible . I appreciated getting news
letters from other district, I would always look for the chaplains article and
let me say this there are a lot of future department chaplains waiting to
become a chaplain for the American Legion.

I attended all off the rallies except the first one. Reason was because
our granddaughter had her wedding that weekend in Oklahoma. The rest I
made. I really enjoyed going to Legionville. The drive seemed to get short-
er each time it really gave me the time to reflect on what the purpose was
at hand and another quite time talking to God, and before I knew it I was
there . Writing the chaplains corner would take some time and then the
next time I ran out of space for what I wanted to say. There have been
things I have enjoyed in life being the chaplain for our American Legion
has to rank towards the top of the list.

As far as the budget I was given to serve as chaplain I did not turn any
request for reimbursement. I did car pool some and when I couldn't I felt I
was doing work for God and so something I loved to do working with and
for the veterans and the rest of the legion family . I truly appreciate the sup-
port you gave me with the emails and cards and letters. When hearing of a
lost member who had passed on and this year seemed like more than
before Imailed cards to those I knew about. They are all and we'll be truly
missed. I am looking forward to seeing you at the memorial service at the
department convention July 21st. That is truly our time to honor them and
say thank you one more time. Let us never forget.

May God bless you our troops and the United States of America.

For God and country

Richard Wog

Department Chaplain

Historian

I would like to thank the American Legion Members for electing me to
be the Department Historian for 2015-2016 membership year and to
Commander James Kellogg. I would like to make a very special thanks to
Minneapolis-Richfield Post 435 for their support this past year. I would
also, like to thank Al Zdon for the help this year with photos and sugges-
tions.

I look forward to finishing the Commander’s History books so he will
have memories to look back on during his reign as the Department
Commander in 2015-2016. I will be giving him the books at the first
Department Executive Committee Meeting for 2016-2017 membership
year. If anyone has any photos that they would like to share in putting
them into the Commander’s History Book, please give me the event,
names and dates of the event. I will use all items up to the 2016
Department Convention that will be held July 21st — 23rd, 2016 in
Rochester. Again thanks again for trusting me and giving me this great
honor as this year’s Department Historian, and I look forward to seeing
you at the Department Convention.

For God and Country,

Dennis J. De Long

Department Historian

NEC Man

I would like to thank everyone for electing me to serve as the NEC
from MN. It’s been an exciting year with many challenges. First I want to
thank Ray DeZurik for the tutoring and friendship as I was serving as your
Alt NEC. What a great guy. I'm proud to call him my friend. I'm also
proud to work with your Alt NEC Bill Barbknecht. He’s a true advocate for
the veterans and a great legionnaire, and friend.

This has been a great year even with the challenges Chris and I have
had. It all started at the National Convention in Baltimore. I attended the
post NEC meeting. This is the NEC meeting the new National Commander
announces his appointments. I was very surprised when I was appointed to
the Resolutions Sub Committee. As you know this was the position Ray
held. I am truly honored to be on this committee representing MN.

I attended the Fall meetings, Washington Conference, spring meetings.
In between all these I had my triple bypass. What a surprise. I guess you
just never know when things can happen. Chris and I attended as many
mid-winters and District Conventions as was possible. Maybe next year
we could have fewer district functions on the same weekend allowing bet-
ter opportunity for attending. One function I missed going to was the Pearl
Harbor Rally. First one in a long time.

I want to congratulate Commander Kellogg and his entire team. New
things were tried and I’m sure everyone has an opinion. However, it’s good
to get out of the box and at least move away from what seems to be rou-
tine and stale.

Here’s the old saying, but true, “If we continue to do the same thing
we’ll continue to get the same results”.

As you know in 2018 Minnesota will host the 100th Convention. This
is just the beginning of plans to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
American Legion. After Minnesota we will go to Indianapolis culminating
a yearlong celebration. Indianapolis is the home of our National
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Headquarters. For those of you who have never been there I urge you to try
and see it. It will give you a whole new perspective of our National
Headquarters. On another note if you have never been to a National
Convention, again, I urge you to try attend one. You will enjoy and have a
greater outlook of our great organization.

I want to thank Randy and our headquarters staff for all your hard work
and support and for everything you do. I got off to a rocky start with my
group emails. After trial and error things seem to be working. Thanks Ray
for your help. If you are not receiving my emails with information from
National and other items, please give me your email and I’ll add you to the
list.

Thank you to everyone for the opportunity to represent you and
Minnesota as your National Executive Committeeman.

Marland Ronning

National Executive Committeeman

Judge Advocate

The Department Adjutant, Treasurer and Judge Advocate are each
elected to a three year term by the Executive Committee. These are stag-
gered terms so that they all do not end the same year. The election takes
place at the first Executive Committee meeting each year, after the con-
vention.

My three year began with the Executive Committee meeting on August
9,2014.  With the help of Adjutant Randy and the headquarters staff I
managed to complete the concerns that arose timely. Questions concerning
membership, name usage and post charter decisions were addressed.

The election of Department Judge Advocate is again in 2017. I will not
seek another term.

Tom Lannon

Department Judge Advocate

Americanism

I would like to thank Department Commander Jim Kellog for allowing
me to serve as the Americanism Chairman for The American Legion,
Department of Minnesota, and wish you a successful convention in
Rochester, MN.

I would also like to thank my Americanism Committee members Mel
Buesseler and Larry Pocrnich for their able assistance during the past year.

I would lastly like to thank the Chairpersons and their Assistants of the
seven Sub-Committees of the Americanism Committee, for their dedica-
tion and hard work over the past year. They are; Boy’s State representa-
tives Mike Bredeck and Lee Tallakson; Community Service representative
Robert Locker; Education representative Tess Davis; Junior Shooting
Sports representative Leon Dahle; Boy’s Scout representative Tom Hallett;
Oratorical representatives Deb Norman and Linda Dvorak; Safety —
School Patrol representative James Blakesley; and the District
Americanism Chairpersons. Please see the individual committee reports
for further information concerning these Americanism Sub-Committees.

The Department Americanism Committee met at the 2015 Fall
Conference in Breezy Point, MN. The Americanism Sub-Committee
Chairpersons, and Vice-Chairpersons from Community Service,
Education, Boys Scouts, Oratorical, Safety-School Program and Boys
State; seven District Americanism Chairpersons; and two guests, attended
the meeting.

The Scholarship Selection Committee met at the Waite Park American
Legion Post in April 2016. There were, three Minnesota Legionnaire
Insurance Trust scholarships, and six American Legion Memorial scholar-
ships awarded this year.

The Americanism Committee continues to promote the increased sub-
mittal of The American Legion Consolidated Post Report (CPR). We have
continued to track the submittals of the CPR, and have recorded the infor-
mation that is submitted under the Americanism category of the CPR. This
Americanism information is then transmitted to the various Americanism
Sub-Committees and to the respective District Americanism Chairpersons.

The Department of Minnesota Americanism activities exceed The
American Legion National Americanism averages in the following cate-
gories:

Legacy Scholarship Donations

Legion Baseball Involvement

Boy Scouts Involvement

American Legion Education Week Activities

Memorial Day Activities

Community Service Costs

Shooting Sports Involvement

Needless to say, we are below The American Legion National
Americanism averages in the remaining Americanism categories.

Americanism is an unfailing love of Country, loyalty to its institutions
and ideals, eagerness to defend it against all enemies, individual allegiance
to the Flag, and a desire to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity. Our forefathers laid the foundation for a civilization that is
the envy of the world. It has brought us greater spiritual and material
wealth than any people has ever known. This is our heritage.

The responsibilities of the Americanism Committee, and for all
Legionnaires, include the combating of “Anti-Americanism; the education
of all citizens in the ideals of true Americanism; the distribution of infor-
mation about “the real nature and principles of American government”;
and the fostering and education of Americanism in our schools.”

Art Tobkin, Chairman

Americanism Committee

Minnesota Legionnaire

Boy Scouts

I first want to thank Department Commander Kellogg for reappointing
me as the Department of Minnesota Boy Scout Chairman. I next want to
thank all ten District Boy Scout Chairmen for their support and dedication
to the Boy Scout programs. They have been outstanding with their help
and knowledge; we make a great team,

Your post’s support of your local Scout packs, troops and councils is
also greatly appreciated. From its birth, the American Legion has sup-
ported the wonderful Scouting youth programs with both volunteers and
financial assistance. Additional thanks go to all the posts that have donat-
ed to the Department Boy Scout Council Assistance Fund #81. Your dona-
tion certificates can be picked up at the Boy Scout booth. The fund’s sta-
tus as of May 31, 2016 stood at $41,436.00. Please make a contribution to
this fund each year as we are striving to raise additional interest in order to
give more than a yearly donation of $1,000.00 to a Minnesota Scout coun-
cil project. Current records show that no donations have been received
from the 1st, Sth and 7th Districts so far this year.

Once again, thank you, one and all, for supporting Scouting in all its
programs to advance the cause of freedom and its dedication to 100%
Americanism.

Congratulations to Eric Westberg from Troop 29 in North Mankato
who is your Minnesota American Legion Eagle Scout of the Year for 2016.

Tom Hallett

Department Boy Scout Chairman



July16Legionnaire_Layout 1 6/28/2016 5:17 PM Page 16

Page 16 Minnesota Legionnaire

Boys State

We have concluded our stay at Southwest Minnesota State University,
this our tenth year and the 68th year of Minnesota American Legion Boys
State. It is bittersweet because the American Legion Post 113 has been a
very grateful host to us all these years (Steve Glaeser). Thank you as well
to the Marshall Independent, the Marshall radio stations, and the entire
community of Marshall for their support.

The entire staff at SMSU has been incredibly accommodating during
our stay here, thank you especially to SMSU Vice President Bill Mulso, as
well as, Scott Ewing, Ron Schoephoerster, former state representative
Marty Seifert, Jim Tate, John Ginocchio, Jessica Bentley, Dennis Nord,
and the many other people they represent.

The American Legion Posts are to be commended in their recruitment
efforts. I assure you each and every one of the delegates are grateful of
your sponsorship.

Thanks to the Department Headquarters staff: Jennifer Kelley, Laura
Weber, Al Zdon, and Department Adjutant Randy Tesdahl. Their work is
greatly appreciated. 1 would also like to thank the Department
Commander, James Kellogg, for his support as Commander.

Again we are indebted to Bill Zweiner for 66 years of service to
Minnesota Boys State. Ten years of service are recorded for Al Kruse, Kate
Bredeck, Alan Booth, Andy Post, and Jim Tate.

July 2016

District Reg. Delegates Change From Prev. Year
1 27 +7
2 27 -9
3 66 +5
4 7 0

5 6 -1
6 42 -6
7 45 -3
8 10 -6
9 35 +3
10 63 -14
Total: 328 -24

Over my past 22 years, 15 of them as Director of Minnesota Boys
State, I would like to thank both David Way for being a fantastic Dean of
Minnesota Boys State, and chairman of the program Ryan Lorsung. A spe-
cial thanks to Dan Swanson for the revision of the Kise book. They repre-
sent the 63 volunteers that help make this program great.

This past year we lost a number of past supporters including past direc-
tor Gerald Postier, Tony Koll, Virgil Persing, Cy Molitor, and past Girls
State director Kris Nelson.

American Legion Minnesota Boys State is always exciting, but this
year proved to be more exciting because we are chartering a squadron of
the SAL at this years program. The SAL has been extremely supportive
and we want to thank them for all of their efforts, including the scholar-
ships they donate. Thank you to The Legion Riders and the Forty and Eight
for ten years of faithful service doing the flag retirement ceremony. Thanks
to the many volunteers who graciously give up their week and thanks to
the speakers who generously donate their time and talent. In 2017, the
Boys State Program will move to St. John's University in Collegeville,
Minnesota.

Lastly, I would like to thank my family for helping each and every year
with this program. First, my wonderful wife Sue, my daughters Mary,
Laura and husband Chris Johnson, Kate, and Mollie and husband Joe
Anderson; without their help, the program could not go on.

Mike Bredeck

Director, Boys State

Community Service

It is that time of year to look back and review what our American
Legion Posts have meant to our communities. How do we do this is the
question? Our post officers must summarize what our members have did
this past year and report this back to their members and then get this to the
Department of Minnesota who can summarize for our state and pass it on
to National. Our members deserve this information as feedback. Nothing
helps pull an organization together more than celebrating together what
they have accomplished.

We can try to estimate what was accomplished at state and national lev-
els by reviewing the reports that our posts did summit. This year we had
108 posts turn in a report, which is 20% of the total 552 posts in
Minnesota. A lot of these are smaller posts which show how proud they
are of their members commitments. But many posts not turning in reports
are posts with over 250 members. The report summaries turned in for the
year are as follows: Children & Youth: hours 19,965 and dollars spent
$207,619. Veteran Affairs: hours 19,216 and dollars spent $310,277.
Americanism: hours 25,494 and dollars spent $465,041. Funeral: hours
27,437 and dollars spent $289,955. Community Service: hours 18,425 and
dollars spent $501,480. This gives a total turn in of 110,537 Volunteer
hours and $1,752,222 dollars spent.

Over the past five years the numbers in all categories have varied wide-
ly and the number of posts reporting has varied from 108 to 164 which are
more or less 20 to 25% of posts.

Although the number of posts is less this year the total number of hours
has increased approximately 23,000 more hours the last two years.

The winners will be announced at the Department Convention so plan
on being there to accept for your members.

I want to thank Commander Kellogg for appointing me to this chair as
I have found it very informative and it was a pleasure to work with him.

Bob Locker

Community Service Chairman

Education

The Scholarship Committee met Friday April 16th 2016 at the Waite
Park Silver Star Post and the American Legion Department Headquarters
in St Paul.

Six American Legion Memorial Scholarships, Three Minnesota
Legionnaire Insurance Trust Scholarships along with Seven Nursing
Grants were awarded.

The six Memorial Scholarships were awarded to Clayton Hartle of
Chandler, MN sponsored by Lake Wilson Post 285. Arial Ruper of
Chisholm, MN Sponsored by Chisholm Post 247, Trevor Smisek of New
Prague, Sponsored by Montgomery Post 79, Mikaela Smith of Jeffers,
Sponsored by Lamberton Post 41. Katherine Hanson of Glenville,
Sponsored by Glenville Post 264. Celia Gerbracht of Bagley, Sponsored
by Bagley Post 16.

Three Minnesota Legionnaire Trust Scholarships were awarded to
Abigail Nies of Aitkin, Sponsored by Aitkin Post 86. Juliana Pederson of
Westbrook, Sponsored by Westbrook Post 152. Jackson Nash of Warroad,
Sponsored by Warroad Post 25.

The Nurses Training grants were awarded as follows, $500 to each of
the following. Carly Cison, Mary McMahon, Colleen Munos, Danielle
Sims of the Minneapolis VAMC. Jane Matejcek, of the Fargo VAMC.
Stephanie Friesen, Mandi Loxerkamp of the St. Cloud VAMV.

I would like to thank the other members of the selection committee;

they are Art Tobkin, Mel Buesseler, Larry Pocernich, and Jeremy
Wolfsteller. We congratulate a; the recipients and wish them well in their
continuing education. I would also like to thank Commander Kellogg for
this appointment. It has been an honor to serve the Department in this
capacity.

Tess Davis
Chairmen, Education

Junior Shooting

The Junior Shooting Sports Program is alive and well in Minnesota.
We are small in numbers, but have a high quality program, and manage to
grow a little each year. The program uses both Sporter grade and
Precision Air Rifles. The Sporter gun is limited to $400.00 in cost. This
allows beginning shooters to participate without incurring the high cost of
the Precision rifle and other associated equipment. The matches are all
shot at 10 meters ( 33 feet). Thus an air gun range can be set up anywhere
you have 40 feet or more of space, and the added expense of ventilation
and inspection is not necessary with air gun.

Air Rifle and Air Pistol are Olympic Gold Medal Sports and one of the
stated purposes of the program is to make the U. S. more competitive in
Olympic competition. The program works best in the winter months when
outside activity is limited. There is a full plate of competition available
including the National Headquarters sponsored American Legion Match.
Two Shooters from Department of Minnesota have qualified for the
American Legion match July 19 to 23 at the Olympic Training Center in
Colorado Springs. Elizabeth Ewert, shooting for Anoka Post 102, and Seth
Olson of Inver Grove Heights Post 424. Only the top 15 shooters
Nationally are invited to the match. Yours truly has been appointed Line

Officer for the match. We also compete in the USA Shooting spon-
sored Junior Olympic match, NRA Sectionals, and the US Army spon-
sored Junior match.

Many posts in the Dept of Minnesota sponsor a program, but I would
like to mention a few that really have contributed a lot to the shooting
sports. They include Anoka Post 102, Richfield Post 435, Forest Lake Post
225, and my own Post 149 at Morristown.

Anyone interested in starting a competitive shooting program, let me
know and I will help.

Leon Dahle

Junior Shooting Sports Chairman

Oratorical Contest

The 2016 Department High School Oratorical Contest was held at
Anoka Post 102 on Saturday, February 20, 2016. In 1st Place, and our rep-
resentative at the National Contest in Indianapolis, IN on April 16-17,
2016, was Isaac Winnes, a Senior at Foundation Academy (home-school)
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, who received a $1500 scholarship. Place win-
ners were Auroura Eckberg — District 9 (2nd - $1000); Elise Sopelle —
District 6 (3rd - $700), and Monica Timmerman — District 7 (4th - $500).

Semi-final competition was held at Osseo Post 172 and Coon Rapids
Post 334, with 4 contestants at each location. Other District champions
included Ricky Erpelding — District 1; Adam Hruby — District 2 (withdrew
due to a family illness); Kelli Fredrickson - District 3; Elysia Morris —
District 8; and Erica Sundvall - District 10.

Competition at the National level is comprised of nine contestants in
each of six rounds during the morning session. The top nine contestants
advance to the semi-final round in the afternoon, and the top three advance
to the finals on the following day. While the competition is fierce at the
National level — this contest provides wonderful networking opportunities
for young people from all 50 States and Territories of the United States,
and all are extremely grateful for the opportunity afforded them.

All contestants at the Department level were exceptional young people
who demonstrated significant knowledge of the Constitution, as well as a
high level of maturity; all were excellent representatives of their sponsor-
ing Districts. The caliber of these Contestants also reveals the profession-
alism of the Districts when conducting their contests. We look forward to
introducing Department winner Isaac Winnes during the 2016 Department
Convention, to which he has been invited to present.

This past year, Vice-Chairman Linda Dvorak and I, with the invaluable
assistance of Jennifer Kelley at Department Headquarters, established con-
nections with the Minnesota State High School League, and were able to
consult with them regarding possible date conflicts for the students. The
date we selected (while it didn’t work for all), was the best date for the
majority of the students involved, as well as some of our new judges, who
are judging High School competitions.

Thanks to Commander Jim Kellogg and President Sandy Fredrickson
who, despite very busy schedules, met with our contestants at the Banquet,
and Past Commander Moon and Vice Commander Tobkin, who presented
the awards. This contest would not have been possible without all who
answered the call to be Judges, Timers, Tabulators, Escorts and
Chaperones. Special thanks to the host Posts that welcomed us, and all
who promote the High School Oratorical Contest throughout the State.

On behalf of Vice Chairman Linda Dvorak and myself, thanks are
extended to Commander Kellogg for our appointments to lead this pro-
gram.

Debra Norman

Oratorical Chairman

Safety Patrol

The Minnesota Twins are having a slow start this year. They have been
struggling. The games are still interesting. If you haven’t treated your
patrollers to a Twins game, consider doing it. The stadium is a great base-
ball facility to watch a game.

The Legionville Safety School Patrol Center is a valuable part of the
Safety - School Patrol Program. It is the only facility ever developed for
this purpose. Last year’s storms caused quite a bit of damage. With
Minnesota Legionaires coming forward, the camp is in shape for the sea-
son. There many finishing touches yet to be done. The support of AAA
Minnesota — lowa has been appreciated. I encourage all Posts to participate
in this most worthwhile project. I commend the board of directors for the
tremendous job they have done in providing a safe camp for our school
patrollers. The commitment to this program by the Legionnaires of this
Department has been most encouraging and appreciated.

This year’s report on the safety is not a very pleasant one. There has
been a significant increase in many areas.

I also encourage Legion posts to promote safety programs in their local
communities. There are many areas of safety education and they are best
addressed at the local level. | am aware of many posts that are hosting safe-
ty programs and networking with other groups to provide safety training in
many areas. There were 57 residential fire fatalities in 2015 in Minnesota;
up from 44 in 2014 and 2013. The state’s all-time low fire-death figure was
35 in 2009; the high was 134 in 1976. Install smoke and carbon monoxide
alarms. Test them monthly and replace the batteries twice a year. Use
flameless candles instead of real ones. Never leave food cooking on the
stove unattended. Keep flammable materials at least three feet away from
any heat source.

Preliminary reports show traffic fatalities are up from last year as 411
people were killed compared to 361 deaths in 2014.This is the ties the
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fatality count of 2010 when 411 people lost their lives. Primary contribut-
ing factors continue to be drunk driving, seat belt non-use, speeding and
distracted driving. The deaths include: 40 pedestrians, up from 16 in 2014,
10 bicyclists compared to five in 2014, 61 motorcyclists up from 45 in
2014.

Distracted driving - 74 deaths, speed — 78 deaths, lack of seat belt use
— 91 deaths and drunk driving — 95 deaths, all played a significant role in
2015 road fatalities. It’s time to refocus their efforts and commit to paying
attention, buckling up, driving the speed limit and always lining up a sober
ride.

Safety is not just for our youth. I encourage Posts to invite your district
State Patrol Safety Officer to a meeting to present a program on this and
other issues. Fire, police and other safety program professionals are avail-
able most times just for the asking. I encourage you to use them. Every
community has its own safety concerns. I encourage Legionnaires to iden-
tify these areas of concern and implement programs of safety education.

As usual, the balance of my report will be given on the Convention
floor at Rochester.

Jim Blakesley

Safety-School Patrol Chairman

Armed Forces

As of Veterans Day 2015 the Armed Forces Service Center (AFSC) has
admitted Retired Military, Medal of Honor and Purple Heart Recipients. To
underscore their appreciation for all who have served, the AFSC offers all
military veterans a beverage, pastry and seating at the entrance to the cen-
ter. No news is available on when or where Metropolitan Airport
Commission (MAC) plans to relocate the AFSC. Most people say the
Center will be relocated to the secure side of the main (Lindberg) terminal
prior to the Super Bowl Game in 2018.

American Legion Women’s Auxiliary purchased two new baggage
handling carts for moving gear from baggage claim to the bus pick-up
point or up to the center if their transportation has been delayed. Corporate
Sponsors include among many Minnesota organizations: U.S. Banks,
Target, & Delta Airlines, Tee it up for the troops. The owner of “My
Pillow” Pillows has donated 50 pillows. While too many to list individu-
ally the AFSC receives donations the veterans services organization A con-
certed effort to gain new volunteers has begun to bear fruit and the num-
ber of volunteers has risen, but not yet reached the goal of 250. Please go
online to www.mnafsc.org to learn how to become a volunteer. Or if you
have any questions about the AFSC call me at 651-307-6767 and I’ll find
out the answer(s) for you.

The AFSC will be a key partner in the Medal of Honor Convention this
fall.

Joe Jansen

Legion Representative, Armed Forces Service Center

Blood

I want to thank Department Commander Jim Kellogg for appointing
me as Department Blood Chairman. I also wish to thank all the District
Blood Chairman for the hard work they put in on their reports. I have 90
% Reporting. All the Districts had a lot activity this past year with many
Blood Drives and American Legion Family Participation in Donations of
Blood.

1st District, 1st Place, Post #281 Janesville, 2nd Place, Post #595
LaCresent and 3rd Place , Post #190 St. Charles.

2nd District, No Report

3rd District, 1st Place, Post #79 Montgomery, 2nd Place, Post #225
Forest Lake and 3rd Place, Post #433 Gaylord

4th District, 1st Place, Post #39 North St. Paul, 2nd Place, Post #599
3M Post and 3rd Place, Post #474 North End

5th District, 1st Place, Post #435 Richfield, 2nd Place, Post #1
Minneapolis, 3rd Place, Post #548 University of Minnesota

6th District, 1st Place, Post #49 Peqout Lakes, 2nd Place, Post #12
Long Prairie, 3rd Place, Post #627 Nisswa

7th District, 1st Place, Post #167 Willmar, 2nd Place, Post #58 Brown
Valley, 3rd Place, Post #156 Marietta

8th District, 1st Place, Post #60 Grand Rapids, 2nd Place, Post #262
Cloquet, 3rd Place, Post # 241 Aurora

9th District, 1st Place, Post #16 Bagley, 2nd Place, Post #157 East
Grand Forks, 3rd Place, Post #116 New York Mills

10th District, 1st Place, Post #323 Clearwater, 2nd Place, Post #216
Princeton, 3rd Place, Post #377 Delano

Thomas J. Sanders

Blood Program Chairman

Children and Youth

I attended the Children and Youth Conference in September at
Indianapolis. The information is great and needs to be talked about in
these columns. Autism is a devastating problem for families affected by
this problem. Autism affects 1 in 68 children with 5 times more males
being affected. 49% of children are involved in wandering and 91% of
those children, death is by drowning. East Grand Forks last May lost
Hanza E. 6years old to wandering resulting in death by drowning.

The American Legion provides funds to create the "Big Red Safety
Box". Families can get these which have items such as door and window
safety locks that let off an alarm if opened. the "Be Redy Booklet" also
explains what Autism is and what help is provided. Over 6,000 families
have been helped with these tools.

I have received the reports from the districts so I can compile the
National report but sadly the average of reporting posts is only about 18%
and seems to be going down every year. Any posts that have gaming funds
should be reporting as all the information is on the LG1004 form that the
post has to file. Filling out a form does not take long.

Terry Buraas

Chairman, Children and Youth

Convention Corp.

The Convention Corporation has had a busy year. Our President Phil
Bellefeuille unfortunately has resigned from the corporation. His leader-
ship and professionalism has been a great asset to the corporation and will
be missed by us and the Department.

The corporation met in Rochester with the Convention and Visitors
Bureau and the Hotels to make last minute adjustments for this years con-
vention. The Convention Corporation also had an election to elect a new
President. Congratulations to Pat Logan for accepting the position.

We have an offer letter from Mahnomen for the 2017 convention and
a contract with Rochester for the 2018 convention,

The 2016 Fall Conference will be in Marshall and 2017 in Willmar.

We are looking for Legion Posts or Districts that are interested in host-
ing Conventions or Fall conference. Please contact the Department
Adjutant or a member of the Corporation for information.

Tom Schottenbauer

Vice President, Convention Corporation
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Employment

In the past, the Employment Committee has served the Department of
Minnesota by having the District Employment Chairman submit the names
of companies for the Employer of the Year for Hiring Veterans Award.. The
winner of this award is then submitted to the National Headquarters for
the National competition.

I regret to report that there were no company names submitted by any
of the District Chairmen for the 2015-2016 Award. It is also sad to note that
only two Minnesota Companies have ever received the National Award.
The Hormel Company of Austin, MN. in 1971 and the Babbitt Division of
Reserve Mining Co. of Babbitt, MN., in 1979. We have so many compa-
nies in Minnesota that do hire and support our Veterans, it is just disap-
pointing that a stronger effort was not made to recognize any of them.

While at the Washington Conference in February, I attended the
Veterans Employment & Education Commission meeting. It was here that
I was able to meet and speak with several Staff Members and other
Department Employment Chairmen. The 8th District in Georgia sponsors
Job Fairs and assists Veterans in converting what they did in the Military
into civilian terms and have professionals who volunteer their time to help
Veterans prepare resumes. The National Staff has many resources, sugges-
tions, and contacts available to help set up these job fairs. As this year's
Chairman I would like to see this committee concentrate on helping our
Veterans become employed. In Minnesota we have a company named
Azule that has offered to help Veterans prepare resumes at No Cost.

The National Staffers that I spoke with feel that when dealing with the
younger Veterans, "Social Media" is the key. We first have to be able to
communicate with our younger Veterans and listen to their concerns and
needs in order to let them know how the American Legion can help them.

I believe the Employment Committee should continue to seek out and
recognize those employers who help our Veterans but concentrate more on
assisting our Veterans find employment. I strongly encourage our new
District Commanders to hold all of their appointed Chairman to do the
work of their respective committees in an effort to help our fellow
Veterans.

Carl R. Moon

Chairman, Employment Committee

Energy and
Conservation

The primary job of the Department Energy and Conservation
Chairman is to conduct tree seedling sales from January through March.
During the last four years tree seedling sales have been declining. July
2015 brought a devastating storm to Legionville resulting in the loss of
many mature trees. A special emphasis was made this year to encourage
donation of tree seedling to Legionville. Due to the generous donation of
individuals, posts, units and SAL squadrons, Legionville was the recipient
of 1250 of the 2380 tree seedlings sold. This year brought a change in
nurseries providing our seedlings. Thanks go out to our new distributor,
North Central Reforestation located west of Brainerd.

Carl Hendrickson

Energy and Conservation Chairman

Family Hospital
Association

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, it is my pleasure to report on this
fiscal year’s activities. I am reporting on all activities from the beginning
of the fiscal year August 1, 2015 through May 31st, 2016. A complete fis-
cal year report will be provided to the American Legion, American Legion
Auxiliary and the SAL at our annual meeting held at the Fall Conference.
Application history from the beginning of the fiscal (August Ist, 2015)
through (May 31st, 2016) can be seen below:

FY-2015 FY-2016
Applications Received 12 36
Applications Approved 10 34
Total Dollars Disbursed $18,496 $47,863

Listed below is the breakdown on the number of claims and amount of
payouts by District:

District # of Claims Dollar Payout

First 5 $8,990

Second 3 $1,204

Third 3 $5,475

Fourth 3 $3,300

Fifth 1 $258

Sixth 4 $6,772

Seventh 4 $5,846

Eighth 1 $3,000

Ninth 5 $5,685

Tenth 7 $7,333

TOTALS 36 $47,863

Listed below is the financial picture for the ALFHA as of the end of
May 2016:

Total Assets: $240,120

Total Income YTD: $38,699

Total Expense YTD: $59,836

Net Assets Reduction YTD: $21,137

Special thanks to Roger Myren and Laura Weber for all the work they
do for the American Legion Family Hospital Association. Also thank you
to the board members who have served this past year. They are: Marland
Ronning, Jan Walker, Jim Kellogg, Dennis Blue, Nick Kakos, Roger
Stoick, Sandy Fredrickson and Gene Olswold.

A special thank you to the American Legion Family Hospital
Association membership for allowing me the honor of serving as your
President.

Marie Goede

President, American Legion Family Hospital Association

Finance

The Department Finance Committee met at the Quality Inn, St. Cloud
on September 23, 2015 and set the budget for the American Legion
Department of Minnesota for the fiscal year 2015-2016.

The budget was approved as follows: Total revenue - $1,308,986,
Total Expenses - $1,308,813, resulting in a revenue exceeding expenses by
$173.00.

Mileage for fiscal year 2015-2016 was set at 0.45 cents per mile and
per diem to be paid at the rate of $75.00 per day for two or more day meet-
ings. We the Finance Committee recommend a review of the Employee
Handbook by a professional company. We moved that Department dues
increase by $3:00 starting with the 2018 Membership year. A resolution to
this increase was made up and given to the Executive Committee at their
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March meeting. The Finance Committee received the final auditor’s report
from Clifton Larson Allen, our CPA firm, for the fiscal year 2014-2015.

Revenue from USAA, LIT and other non-membership sources remain
very important in maintaining the budget as our membership continues to
decline.

The committee wishes to express a special thank you to Commander
Jim Kellogg, Adjutant Randy Tesdahl, Finance Liaison Laura Weber and
all the office staff for the help and support they have provided this year.

Members of the Finance Committee include: Chairman Floyd
Kumerow, Ray DeZurik, Robin Picray, Bill Goede, Tom Burau,
Commander Jim Kellogg, and Department Treasurer Richard Horn.

Floyd Kumerow

Chairman, Finance Committee

Fund for Hosp. Vets

The Fund for Hospitalized Veterans meeting was called to order by
Chairman Mike Maxa at 10:15 am on Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at The
American Legion Headquarters in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Chairman Maxa asked if Auxiliary Department Secretary Sandie
Deutsch would take notes for the meeting. The following members were
present; Mike Maxa, Chairman, Wes Thompson, Gene Olswold, and Mark
Dvorak. Also in attendance were The American Legion Adjutant Randy
Tesdahl, DSO Tom Newman and Auxiliary Secretary Sandie Deutsch.
Board Member Carol Kottom was excused.

Chairman Mike Maxa brought up the notepads that are given out to the
veterans. Tom Newman stated that there were no new expenses for this as
there is ample inventory. Tom noted that the committee should make a
decision to continue using the notepads or use the items that Al Zdon used
at the State Fair. The 4th and 5th Districts would use the same item as their
handouts during hospital visits. The item used was eye glass cleaner.

Tom Newman gave a report on the Legion Lounge at the VAMC in
Minneapolis. The VAMC wanted to cut back on the space given for the
lounge as space is at a premium at the facility. The American Legion advo-
cated that they provide the funding for the lounge and it should remain
with The Legion. The American Legion has been ensured that they will
retain the space for the Legion Lounge. The funding provided will remain
the same, $250.00 per quarter for the lounge.

The budget of October 1, 2015 through September 30, 2016 was
brought forward for discussion. Mike Maxa made a recommendation that
being as no notepads would need to be ordered, that $500.00 be taken from
that budgeted amount and put into the 5th District Visitation line item as
they used more than $1,000.00 last year. Gene Olswold made a motion to
transfer $500.00, was seconded and carried. The thank you cards were
brought forward for discussion. Mark Dvorak reported that he uses The
American Legion cards for thank you cards and The American Legion sup-
plies those cards. The funds will be left as is. Gene Olswold made a
motion to increase the amount donated to the American Legion Auxiliary
Gift Shop fund from $5,000.00 to $5,500.00. This motion was seconded
and carried. Mark Dvorak then made a motion to approve the 2015/2016
budget set at $16,300.00, was seconded and carried.

Adjutant Tesdahl came forward and gave commendations to the group
regarding the work they have done this past year. This is a very active
group and has been very supportive of our veterans. Randy suggested that
the solicitation of funds letter be looked at by Chairman Mike, updated and
sent out to all Posts. Sandie stated that the letters could go out to all the
Units in one of the monthly mailings. Gene Olswold would like to see the
entire American Legion Family get the solicitation letter. Randy stated that
the Department is looking at revitalization enhancement programs to raise
funds to keep our organization alive. Chairman Maxa has updated the let-
ter prior to the campaign to solicit funds for the Hospitalized Veterans
Fund.

On behalf of the committee I would like to thank the American Legion
family and individuals who have donated to this worthy fund. I would also
like to thank you in advance for any other donations received. Thank you
for helping our Veterans in their time of need to make their stay in our VA
Hospitals more comfortable. One hundred percent of your donations go to
the Hospitalized Veterans at Minneapolis VAMC, St Cloud VAMC, Sioux
Falls VAMC, and Fargo VAMC. Respectfully submitted,

Mike Maxa
Chairman, Fund for Hospitalized Vets

Law and Order

Law and order committee is responsible for selecting the outstanding
Law Enforcement Officer and Firefighter of the year. This year the com-
mittee received 9 nominees for Law Officer of the Year and 2 Firefighter
of the year. In April the committee met to review and discuss applications.
This year the committee selected the nominee submitted by North End
Post 474 in St. Paul, Law officer of the Year Anthony Dean, and Firefighter
of the Year submitted by Virginia Post 239 Ross Gramling.

Law and Order committee also received some unexpected news this
year, that our 2015 Law Officer of the Year Sgt. Mark Ficcadenti of the St.
Paul Police Department was selected Law Officer of the Year by
Northwest region as one of five to contend for National Officer of the Year.

Law and Order committee would like to thank all the Posts that sub-
mitted nominees for Law Officer and Fire Fighter of the Year, and I also
want to thank the committee for their work Richard Abraham and Jeff
Brokaw for their part in the selection of these fine individuals.

Tom Conway
Law and Order Chairman

Legion Riders

Greetings from the Minnesota American Legion Riders (MNALR).
We have enjoyed working with Commander Kellogg this past year. In
2015, working together as a family allowed the MNALR to raise over
103,000 thousand dollars for The American Legion Legacy Foundation.
This money was turned in at the National Convention in Baltimore,
Maryland. We have already begun planning our Annual Legacy Run, to
collect money for The American Legion Legacy Foundation. As in the
past the run will be the first two weekends in August, we hope to see all of
the Legion Family as we travel the state of Minnesota. We know that with
your help the MNALR will join Commander Kellogg on Stage at the 2016
National Convention and will turn in even more this year.

The MNALR continues to grow in membership which benefits the
entire Legion family, as in order to be a member of the MNALR one must
first be a member of either The American Legion, the American Legion
Auxiliary, or the Sons of the American Legion. We hope to continue work-
ing as a Legion family to support the many programs of The American
Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary, and the Sons of the American
Legion. The MNALR will continue to support the American Legion
Legacy Foundation, which is now able to provide money for the continued
education of not only the children who have lost a parent in the wars since
911, but also those whose parent has a fifty percent or higher service con-
nected disability.

Thank you Commander Jim Kellogg for this appointment.

Paul Hassing

Liaison MNALR
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Legionnaire
Insurance Trust

LIT has had a great year due to an increase in enrollment in most of the
programs offered & it was also a bonus year. MN received over $166 K
the 2nd highest revenue source for the Department of MN. Every legion-
naire who enrolls in the FREE AD program is covered for $1,000.00 free
AD insurance. Ithank committee members John W Milbrath and Cal Van
Horn for their efforts and the work they do with the LIT program. Also a
Big Thank You to Al Z, Adj Randy and the entire HDQTRS Staff for
always willing to help out. If you have any questions please feel free to
call me at 218 770 6264 any time. We look forward to seeing you at
District conventions and the Department convention. I thank all of you
who have enrolled and purchased LIT products Check out the travel pro-
gram.

Bill Barbknecht

Legionnaire Insurance Trust

Legionville

First I would like to thank all the Legion Posts, Auxiliary Units, S.A.L.
Squadrons, Legion Rider Chapters, and the Department of MN that donat-
ed time and money to help with the cleanup at Legionville after the storm
last summer. It has been almost one year since the storm and we have most
of the debris cleaned up. Seems like when we drive down the trails after
a wind storm we find more trees that have fallen. This will probably con-
tinue for several years.

At the 2015 fall board meeting it was approved to put all electrical
lines underground. We have completed the underground electrical instal-
lation. At the same time we upgraded all the electrical boxes in each dorm
and the kitchen. We also installed new hook ups down by the lake. Several
poles were moved around to provide better lighting coverage at night.

With the help of the insurance money and donations we were able to
order new shingles to shingle all seven dorms. This project was complet-
ed this spring. The dorms received a much needed face lift.

We have completed our mattress replacement project. We had a goal
of three years to replace the old mattress. Thanks again for the donations
to help with this project. This spring we had the last load delivered.

In continuing with our AAA sponsorship, we received another check
from AAA this spring at the board meeting for $25,000.00. The sponsor-
ship with AAA has been working out great.

With the help of Carl Hendrickson working on the tree program, we
had over 1200 tree delivered to Legionville for planting. Thanks to every-
one that donated money for tree purchases. We had a boy scout come out
and wanted to know if we had a project for his eagle scout. That’s right!
He will be planting the trees for us. It worked out great.

Upon request Essentia Health of Brainerd donated an AED for the new
education building at Legionville. They will provide training for us as
required.

At the spring 2016 board meeting the board approved the purchase of
a skid steer at a cost not to exceed $50,000. Roy and Commander Jim were
able to locate a couple of units to check out. One was in Iowa and
Commander Jim was able to check it out and recommend that we purchase
it. We had the skid steer delivered to the CAT dealership in Brainerd and
they checked it over. We were able to get the skid steer and three new
attachments for $45,000. It has already been used on several projects with
success.

The paver project is an ongoing project and we continue to order
pavers and get them engraved. In addition to the pavers we now have 10
granite benches on site that are looking for sponsorship. As they are pur-
chased they will be installed in various locations and a granite paver will
be installed to indicate in memory of.

Legionville Camporee will take place September 8th — 11th, 2016. The
Sons of the American Legion has taken over the running of the CAMP-O-
REE. This is a chance for everyone to come up and enjoy a great fun filled
weekend. The American Legion Riders Romp will be held September 15th
— 18th, 2016.

The representatives on the board are: 1st District — Glenn Mueller,
2nd District — David Hanson, 3rd District — Eugene Leifeld, 4th District —
Joe Jansen, Sth District — Dennis Delong, 6th District — Wayne Gilbertson,
7th District — Victor Gades, 8th District Carl Hendrickson, 9th District —
Dennis Henkemeyer, 10th District — Richard Oelschlager, Legion
Representative — Roger Myren, Department Commander — James Kellogg,
Department Adjutant — Randy Tesdahl, Department Finance Officer — Dick
Horn, Department Auxiliary President — Sandra Fredrickson, SAL
Commander — Gene Olswold, School/Safety Chair — Jim Blakesley, 40 &
8 Representative — Bruce Harms, Finance Liaison — Laura Weber, and
Legal Counsel — Tom Lannon

Wayne M. Gilbertson

President, Legionville

Legislative

The Legislative Committee is chaired by Robert Hart and assisted by
Past Department Commanders Peggy Moon, Mike Ash, as well as Gary
Larson.

The American Legion works with eight other federally chartered vet-
erans’ organizations and the Minnesota department of Veteran Affairs as
part of the Commanders Task Force. The CTF has crafted a legislative
agenda which was focused on asset preservation for properties managed by
the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs. In addition, we sought
Pension Tax exemption and other considerations which include expanded
use of the Minnesota GI Bill as well as Homestead Market Value
Exclusion. All issues focused on making Minnesota a more veteran friend-
ly place live.

Special challenges faced us this year with 2016 being a bonding year
and significant differences in political priorities left the legislators inca-
pable of crafting an acceptable omnibus bill. This leaves a number of pri-
orities in doubt and will likely result in a special session.

Among the specific projects in doubt is the restoration of the historic
truss bridge at the Minneapolis Veterans Home.

We are pleased with progress on some of our agenda items, but disap-
pointment with the bonding priorities has tainted this session. We remain
confident that we will see progress before year end and grateful that both
sides of the aisle are supportive of these efforts.

The Vets Day on the Hill in March was very well attending despite the
Capital building construction. The event was held at the nearby Armory
and was well attended by veterans and lawmakers alike.

In addition to action at the State level, the American Legion
Washington DC Conference was well attended. We secured a meeting
room at the Cannon House Office Building for the meetings with
Congresspersons and/or their aides.

Our priorities at the national level included:

Real Accountability at the VA

Institute a 21st Century health care system

Develop alternative help for veterans struggling with mental health
issues

Protect transition programs

Create opportunities for veteran business owners
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Provide opportunities through post 9/11 GI Bill

End veteran homelessness

Reject attempts to diminish benefits earned by veterans

Repeal unfair offsets that penalize disabled veterans and widows

Protect the American Flag

Smaller delegations met with both Senators Franken and Klobuchar in
the afternoon.

All Congress people and Senators received not only one page talking
point list, but the expanded background papers as well.

Lastly, most of the delegates attended the American Legion
Commanders testimony before Congress the next day. National
Commander Dale Barnett’s comments were supported and augmented by
professional and knowledgeable staff and I applaud the National Office for
the fine work on this.

I thank Commander Kellogg for the confidence placed in me this year
and this concludes my report.

Robert Hart

Legislative Chairman

Membership

First of all I would like to thank Commander Kellogg for this appoint-
ment. It has been a great learning experience for me and undoubtedly all
the members in Minnesota and tells a little about my madness when it
comes to membership. I really enjoy membership it is the lifeline of this
great organization. The beginning of this year was hectic. Thanks to all our
office staft Adjutant Randy, Laura, and Misty and Jennifer. They led Cmdr.
Kellogg and myself in just a very short period of time on getting our year
going. Adjutant Randy got me started on 5-year plan while Laura started
educating us on the finance part of this year. Then we started talking about
goal numbers and Misty said we needed to lay out what our programs
should look like. So when you have 3 office people wanting everything
done for the year to start then you have to prepare your speech for
Department Convention. So you see I had my doubts if I was going to get
all this done but with the encouragement of a great staff it all fell into
place.

Then after the election we went to National and gave our sales pitch
Thank god for Randy when he stepped in everything came very clear on
where we stood as a Department. We had our goal set and attended a lot of
training the rest of that week.

Now we are at the Harvest Rally, a grooling day with so much to do
with meetings and E-Board we now get to Rally. Talking about nervous I
sure was. By this time we only had 4 Districts off Goose Egg not very good
but we pushed on. The 3rd District won the Fall Rally hands down. Cmdr.
Skow and Membership team come in with the arsenal full.

Now we get to Pearl Harbor Rally things were about to change the 1st
District come back gung ho and sent the others packing then I said this is
going to be really interesting year Cmdr. Hanson and his Membership team
took the winning slot. So now there is a tie for Hidden Safe Award. Very
Interesting.

Next we have the Sweet Heart Rally. I expected big things and we did-
n’t get them. I was down on myself for missing something on maybe could
I do more to encourage all the Districts more, to get them to work more, or
did I make them mad for pushing them. This was in my mind. But we had
the rally and again the 3rd District come out ahead. Cmdr. Skow and his
team worked their magic and come out ahead. So now we are at 2 wins to
1 getting more interesting.

Now we are at Appreatation Rally. I was expecting the 1st District to
come slugging their way back but they didn’t. To my surprise it was the 6th
District. Cmdr. Collins and his team won and made it a real race for brag-
ging rights.

Now the last rally was cancelled by Department for not much partici-
pation but Cmdr. Kellogg and I said we had to do something. So we come
up with The In-house Rally we had. This was a lot of fun because we could
do this from home and hopefully this would give the commanders and their
teams another opportunity to visit their Posts but it seems to me no one left
the house. Very low turn-out. But Misty declared the winner and it was the
4th District. Cmdr. Williams and his team had the best showing and won.

New Members. This year as of Department Report #46 we have had
1,931 New Memberships and 4 Districts that were over last year. I expect
to be even bigger by Department Convention which won’t count for any
money. The st district, 2nd District, 3rd District and 5th District are over
their last year’s total and their District Membership win the $50.00 for
their hard work.

Hidden Safe Award will be awarded to the 3rd District Membership
Director for winning the most rallies.

Premier Race Award will be awarded to 3rd District who had 103
Points throughout the year for their hard work. The closest District to them
was the 4th District with 88 Points.

This year we had tried a lot of things we haven’t done in a while like
the training sessions. Some who attended didn’t like them but most did and
I believe the experience was good. The Department had 13 revitalizations.
The Department had 434 transfers back to the Posts that counted towards
the Post goals. This year our goal was 81,000 and as of bulletin 46 we had
76,570 paid. Our Department has 562 Posts and 170 at goal or All Time
high that is about 30% and we can do better and should.

Jim Lucas,

Membership Director
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National Security/
Foreign Relations

The NS/FR Department Committee conducted the planning and
instructional meeting for District Commanders and their District NS/FR
Chairsheld on September 18-20, 2015. Committee members in attendance
were:

Don Amundson, Jane Ellefson, Richard Grosse, Denise Milton and
Curtis Norenberg plus Emeritus Jay Beebe. Department Commander
James Kellogg gave opening comments and the Committee urged him to
have the Outstanding Enlisted Awards Ceremony early Friday at the Fall
Conference.

The Committee judged the 10 nominees for the Outstanding Guard and
Reserve Awards and selected two Army National Guard, one each from the
Air National Guard, Army Reserve, Navy Reserve and Air Force Reserve.
No applications were received from the Marine Reserve.

The meetings on Saturday and Sunday morning were attended by nine

District Commanders and ten District Chair representatives. Activities
included a briefing by the Camp Ripley Commander, guided tour of Val
Halla Residence, the Military Museum, village combat training area, auto-
mated rifle ranges, ROTC units in training exercises, Post wildlife display
and flight simulators. The Sunday morning session outlined the duties and
responsibilities of NS/FR Chairs that included: Outstanding Enlisted
Award Program, ROTC and Civil Air Patrol Scholarships, Employer
Support of Guard and Reserve (ESGR), Beyond the Yellow Ribbon,
POW/MIA activities and Minnesota Guard and Reserve in support of
National Security.

During the Fall Conferences at Breezy Point, the Department
American Legion and Auxiliary met jointly and hosted the NS/FR of the

Auxiliary and Legion for the Outstanding Enlisted Awards Program which
was very much appreciated.

The Awardees were impressed and honored to see such a large audi-
ence witnessing them getting their awards. We hope that this format will
continue.

The American Legion Winter Conference in Washington D.C. was
attended by NS/FR delegates Denise Milton and Patrick Logan plus Curtis
Norenberg on the National Commission. The support from all of the
American Legion Family given to NS/FR programs for our Minnesota men
and women that serve in our Armed Forces is very much appreciated.

Curtis Norenberg,

Chairman, National Security and Foreign Relations

Pheasant Dinner

The 74th Annual Hospitalized Veterans Pheasant Dinner Program was
a great success. There were over 200 Posts, Units, Squadrons, Voitures
and other donations contributing this year. Contributions came from all
arcas of the state and a few from outside Minnesota.

1628 pheasants were used to feed the veterans in 14 hospitals and/or
Veterans Homes involved which are: Minneapolis and St. Cloud VAMC’s,
Sioux Falls SD and Fargo ND VAMC'’s, Minnesota Veterans homes in
Minneapolis, Fergus Falls, Hastings, Dresbach, Silver Bay, and Laverne,
the veterans in St. Peter, and Good Samaritan Society Nursing Home in
Brainerd, Post Home 167 — Willmar and Post Home 602 — Hillman.

Donations this year were a bit lighter then past years but we are oper-
ating in the black. The American Legion money taken in this year was
$39,212.60 at the time of this report. (The VFW is a joint sponsor of the
dinners only). After expenses of $10,737.40 the remaining $28,475.20 is
placed into the American Legion Hospitalized Veterans Dinner Dedicated
Fund which was establish 35 % years ago. The Dedicated Fund is admin-
istered by the department and can only be used to benefit hospitalized and
disabled veterans. We have a request for donation toward a new van at the
Hastings Veteran’s Home. The team approved a donation of $10,000.00
for this.

At the Department Convention in Rochester, we will have a booth with
sheets listing donations. Pheasant pins will be awarded to each Post, Unit,
and Squadron that contributed.

I wish to thank Arnie Troe, Robert “Fuzz” Martin, Don Amundson the
Pheasant Committee, Department and District Officers, the staff at the
Department office, The Minnesota Legionnaire and to everyone in bring-
ing this year’s program to a successful conclusion and to all who helped
make this year’s Pheasant Dinner Program another successful year.

Chuck Stone

Co-Chairman, Hospitalized Veterans Pheasant Dinners

Post Development

The Post Development and Revitalization Committee works to help
posts with problems and concerns. This was always done with compassion
and understanding by our chairman, Bill Stein.

The passing of our chair has been of great sorrow to our committee. He
was the backbone of the committee and had the skills to help posts in need.

We miss him and will remember him as a humble and caring man that
loved the Legion Family. He was always asking if you are a veteran and
would you like to join.

The committee is still helping posts, and doing so in his honor.

Carroll “Bird” Partridge

Secretary, Post Development

Public Relations

The 2015-2016 year has been very active for the Public Relations (PR)
Committee. From working with the Legion Family to updating the mem-
bership numbers for the rallies, to organizing the presentation for the
enrichment sessions, to being available for help with new technology, there
was never a dull moment. A big thanks to Jennifer Havlick and Ralph
Schneekloth for their willingness to help whenever possible!

Committee members continued to support the Social Media outreach
for all 10 Districts. Each District Facebook page increased its reach every
month. It has been so great to see the entire state connected and commu-
nicating with one another throughout the year.

The 2015 Convention brought about five PR kits for the districts to use
at events and used they were! They were highly talked about by those who
had them. By March, the PR Committee was able to create the remaining
five kits for the rest of the state. Some received their kit just in time for
their mid-winter.

We continue to work within the professional sports arena to make sure
the American Legion has a presence during events such as Legion Day
with the Twins where the Department Commander gets to throw out the
first pitch. We also continue to provide promotional ads during Veterans
Day and Memorial Day. This year our radio spots increased to one ad a
month with Minnesota Military Radio. We’re looking forward to continu-
ing this relationship.

The PR Committee’s mission is to help our Veterans, assist Posts in
their membership programs and to get the mission of the American Legion
out to as many people as possible by as many media sources throughout
the State of MN. We are a dynamic organization with varied backgrounds
and strengths. Together, we will continue to help make the American
Legion Family the best it can be.

Lisa Ghylin,

Chairman, Public Relations

Rehabilitation

The Minnesota American Legion Department Rehabilitation
Committee is a five-member committee comprised of organizational mem-
bers with a background, knowledge, or professional experience related to
the delivery of VA benefits, programs, and services. Committee members
are appointed by the Department Commander to a five-year term or to the
remaining portion of the term of a resigned member. Past and present
Rehabilitation members have been former directors or administrators of
VA Medical Centers, state Veterans Homes, County Veterans Service
Officers, Vet Center Team Leaders, American Legion Sr. Organizational
Leadership and Department Service Officer all with a working knowledge
of the VA, MDVA, legislative process and the American Legion.

Currently our committee consists of Don Smith, Wilson Spence, Luke
Weinandt, Darrell Redepenning, and Bill Brockberg. We work very close-
ly with Jeremy Wolfsteller, our Department Service Officer, and Heather
Larson, our Department Administrative Assistant. We work with the
District Rehabilitation Chairmen and the Post Service Officer. Together
we make up Minnesota Rehabilitation. Each segment of the Minnesota
Rehabilitation has an important roll in providing services to each
Minnesota Veteran, and protecting the well-earned benefits provided by
the United States and Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs.

Rehabilitation is one of the four pillars on which the American Legion
was founded and holds the roof above the head of all Legionnaires.
Because of the roll we play in Minnesota, it is very important to keep the
Minnesota Rehabilitation Committee very strong and functioning. Our

@

members attempt to meet with every VA Medical Center who treats
Minnesota veterans and every Minnesota Veterans Home. We also visit
VA Vet Centers, VA Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs), and
Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV) facilities. We advo-
cate to the US and the Minnesota Legislatures for the facilities contacted;
and provide the Legion family with information gleaned from our facility
visits. This year we provided a scholarship to seven nurses, who work at
a Veterans Affairs Medical Center, to help with their continued education
and goal of providing improved care for veterans.

The Rehabilitation Committee is a hard working Pillar of the American
Legion for the State of Minnesota American Legion. We are honored to
serve on the committee and the veterans of Minnesota.

Wilson W. Spence |11

Chairman, Rehabilitation Committee

Resolutions

The Resolutions Assignment Committee is comprised of three (3)
members, Chairman Jeff Olson, Stillwater, Don Schroedl, Richfield and
Bob Hirmer, Marshall. Responsibilities of the committee include the
review of all resolutions submitted to the department convention for con-
sideration. After reviewing all resolutions the committee assigns them to
a convention committee for action i.e. Approval, Rejection, Amended and
approved. During convention each convention committee chair reports the
actions of the committee to the gathered delegates who have the final
authority on all resolutions. The resolutions assignment committee moni-
tors all reports and prepares a final report on the actions taken by the del-
egates gathered.

We would like to thank Department Commander Jim Kellogg for
appointing us to this committee. Also, many thanks to the Department
Staff who assist so greatly in getting all resolutions properly completed
prior to the presentation to the delegates at convention.

Jeff Olson

Chairman, Resolutions Assignment Committee

Sons of the
American Legion

Once again The Sons of the American are close to obtaining another
All-Time-High. With the annual Camp-Out Convention on June 24, 25,
and 26th their ATH will be reached. Five new squadrons have been char-
tered this year. Welcome to Hibbing, Ashby, Wells, Madison Lake and
Alumni Boys State. A great year for new squadrons.

The Minnesota S.A.L. continues to do an excellent job in supporting
the Legion Family Child Welfare project at the National level.

The Spring and Fall conference were well attended with informative
reports brought back to the squadrons. The P.U.F.L. membership contin-
ues to increase.

The S.A.L. Camp-Out Convention will be held at Legionville,
Brainerd on June 24, 25 & 26. All Legion, Auxiliary and S.A.L. members
are welcome to attend. Lots of good food and fun for all who attend.

A special Thanks Walt Folendorf in the northeran area and Gary
Weaver in the southern area for doing a great job in assisting the S.A.L.

Thanks to the staff at the department office for all your assistance.
Thank You to Commander Jim Kellogg for asking me to chair this great
program of the American Legion.

Raymond D. Ozmun

Advisor, Sons of the American Legion

Sports: Baseball

Play Ball! from the Minnesota Baseball Committee. Current members
are Mike Perry, State Director, Vice Director Division IT Mike Gort, Vice
director Division 1, Steve Nelson, District Directors: 1- Scott McCready,
2- Vern Kitzberg, 3- Bruce Young, 4- Gail Kalata, 5- Jim Larson 6- Wes
Thompson, 7- Randy Schaub, 8- Dave Kunz, 9- Mike Arvidson, 10- Gene
Berg and Junior Director Jim Peck.

This past year, we welcomed to the committee Scott McCready from
District 1, Randy Schaub from District 7, and Mike Arvidson from District
9. We also offer a special note of thanks to the supporting posts, baseball
associations and part time administrators who contribute to Minnesota
Legion Baseball and make it the most elite program in the country.

Once again, for the third consecutive year, Minnesota leads the nation
with 332 teams participating in legion baseball. This is a increase of 25
teams from 2015 A special hats off to Randy Schaub from District 7 who
added 13 new junior teams from his area.

State Tournaments for 2015 were held in Chanhassen-Division 1 with
Wayzata emerging as state champions and Eden Prairie as Runner-Up.
Division II was held in Morris with Foley the Champion and Moose Lake
as the runner up. Apple Valley hosted the Junior Tournament with
Excelsior the Champion and Burnsville the Runner Up.

Sites for the 2016 State Tournaments will be Delano hosting Division
I, LeSueur-Henderson, Division II and Apple Valley the Junior
Tournament.

I would like to extend a special thanks to Al Zdon, Laura Weber and
Gail Kalata for their work throughout the year, which enables our baseball
committee to function effectively.

Mike Perry,

Director, Minnesota American Legion Baseball

Sports: Bowling

I want to thank Albert Lea Post-56 and Holiday Lanes for hosting the
2016 American Legion Bowling Tournament. They did a great job , every-
one was very happy with the lanes and they were treated very well at the
club , with great food and service . We had 493 Legion bowlers and 76
Auxiliary bowlers , that put us 8% less then last year. We had a total of 53
Legion Posts participate this year in the Tournament. The Tournament for
2017, will be hosted by Osseo-Maple Grove Legion post-172, at Sundance
Lanes in Dayton which is 5 miles form the Post. We will be starting on
Feb. 25, 2017 thru April 2nd, 2017. As you can see, this is only 6 week
ends. We have been declining on the number of bowlers each year, so the
board voted to go to 6 week ends to fill all the weekends up. We had one
week end that had only 28 bowlers for the whole week end .. I believe this
will get more bowling alleys interested in hosting the tournament, The
dead line to reserve your weekend is Dec 31st 2016. You need to call and
see if the weekend you want is open, as we have 2 week ends completely
full for both shifts already. The price is the same as last year , no changes.
You can call me on my cell 612-749-3704, or e-mail me -
johntormal@aol.com. Thank you to all the bowlers for making this anoth-
er great year. [ will be the secretary for next year .

John W. Torma

Bowling Secretary

Strategic Planning

In reviewing the work of the past years, call in and looking to the future
for new programs, one can see how progress has taken place. However,
we cannot rest on our laurels. We must always be looking forward to make
the Department of Minnesota more cost effective. Two surveys were con-
ducted this past year. The first was with membership training in 3 differ-
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GEORGOPOULOS HONORED -- Dr. Apostolos Georgopoulos, The American Legion Chair in Brain Sciences
at the University of Minnesota and the Minneapolis VA Medical Center, was honored recently for his 25 years
of leading cutting edge research on the brain at the facilities. He will also be honored at the Department of
Minnesota Convention this month. From left: Commander Jim Kellogg, who was a longtime president of the
Brain Sciences Foundation, Foundation Vice President Rosemary Niesen, Georgopoulos, Past National
Commander Dan Ludwig, Veterans Service Officer Jeremy Wolfsteller, Auxiliary Foundation Board Member Sue

Nunnelee, Joe Niesen.

2016 Resolutions (CONTINUED)

ed to the Department Convention in Rochester, Minnesota,
July 21 — 23 for concurring action,.

RESOLUTION A

The following Resolution originated from the
Department Finance Committee and was adopted by the
Executive Committee at their meeting on March 5, 2016
and is submitted for consideration by the 2016 Department
Convention, to be held in Rochester, Minnesota, July 21-23,
2016.

Department Dues Increase

WHEREAS, The American Legion is an organization of
War Veterans who have dedicated themselves to the service
of the Community, State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, This service is performed through The
American Legion Four Pillars; and

WHEREAS, Membership is the driving force of The
American Legion, Department of Minnesota; and

SMERIC
American Legion
Riders

By Scuffy Paulson
MNALR President

Hello brothers and sisters.

I hope everyone has been enjoying our beautiful summer
weather and getting plenty of wind therapy. I've been think-
ing a lot about writing this article because this will be my
last.

This MNALR has been one hell of a ride and I have been
truly blessed to be a part of it. During our infancy and to this
point I have been amazed at the progress and the amount of
dedication shown by our members as well as all the support
we have received from the Legion Family.

It is an honor to represent and be a part of the Legion
Family. The memories and the people I have had the pleas-

Thank you

I would like to thank the members of the American
Legion Family for all the cards, phone calls, flowers,
prayers and support in the loss of our son Craig. He was a
son, brother, father, grandfather, a decorated veteran, hav-
ing served his country in the Desert Storm Conflict and a
proud Legionnaire. It was overwhelming to see so many
Legionnaires, Auxiliary, SAL and Legion Riders, family
and friends pay their final respects. He has touched many
lives and will be missed by everyone that knew him. Rest
in peace.

Marland and Chris Ronning and family of Jon
“Craig” Price Jr.

WHEREAS, Membership is declining and the income
from membership dues is declining to perform The
American Legion’s basic programs; and

WHEREAS, It is the recommendation of the Department
Finance Committee, in meeting held at the Quality Inn, St
Cloud, Minnesota, on September 23, 2015, and approved
by the Executive Committee on March 5, 2016, that a dues
increase is necessary in 2018 in order to ensure long term
solvency for the Department of Minnesota; now, therefore
be it

RESOLVED, That The American Legion, Department of
Minnesota, recommends a $3.00 increase in Department
dues with an effective date for the 2018 membership year
and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be sent to
The American Legion, Department of Minnesota, in con-
vention assembled in Rochester, Minnesota, July 21-23,
2016, for concurring action.

ure to work with over the years has made myself and our
organization better because of our differences.

I believe with all my heart that the MNALR is going to
continue to get bigger, better, stronger and continue to set
the pace for the rest of the country.

Keep up the great work Riders. Be very proud of your
patch because people are noticing and paying attention...
And maybe even changing their perception of dirty bik-
ers...(talking about Junkyard) LOL! Peace out and see ya
down the road.

July 2016

OFFICIAL BALLOT
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To Vote, Make an X in the box next to your choice

Like This:[S5<]

Department
Commander
(vote for one)
Denise Milton
Richard Wog

Write In

Department Vice
Commander
(Vote for 5)
Richard Skillestad
Harley Wahl
Curt Norenberg
Jim Lucas
Wilson Spence
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Write In

Write In

Chaplain
(vote for one)
Bill Brockberg

Write In
Historian
(vote for one)
Ralph Schneekloth
Write In

Sergeant-at-Arms
(vote for one)
Dennis Delong

Write In
Board of Publication
(vote for one)
Pat Logan
Write In

Strategic Planning

Continued from previous page
ent areas of the Department with many comments, both pro and con on
how we must look to the future and yet maintain a positive attitude of our
current programs. We also must realize we are working with our 500 plus
Legion Posts and we all do things differently and yet they succeed. Your
committee will be submitting a resolution in reference to the number of
community colleges and universities that provide training and education
opportunities to our many returning Veterans and how the American
Legion can be involved. Each district working with the Department of
Minnesota on how they can be involved and attract those prospective new
members to the American Legion. Three other programs are being looked
at as possible elimination or being combined with other programs such as
the blood program, energy and conservation and Post development. Also
we have other programs that need to be looked at, perhaps a one day ver-
sus 2 day affair thus reducing cost and becoming more effective.

Mission: Our Scope includes but is not limited to: Working as a com-
plement to Department Membership Director on sustainable membership
over a rolling 5-year period, working with Districts on Education,
Succession Planning, Communication, Department Call-In Structure and
Committee/Program consistency with National where possible. This com-
mittee will continue to grow to be a valuable resource for our Department
and our leaders of the future. Your Strategic Committee has a great team
of leadership and vision. I want to thank all who are involved: The 2015-
2016 Strategic Planning Committee members are: Roger K. Olson,
Chairman, Richard Wog, Secretary and team members Tom Fernlund,
Bishop Dan Williams, and Merlyn Ellefson, Department Commander Jim
Kellogg, Past Junior Commander, Peggy Moon, Special Advisor Dan
Ludwig and Randy Tesdahl, Department Adjutant.

Roger K. Olson

Chairman, Strategic Planning Committee
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District Commanders

THIRD TNy
DISTRICT 3‘;‘9 (=10
Don Skow L : = |

Commander -

Greetings Thundering Third,

We are still about 270 renewals away from our goal and
running out of time. If every post made a few phone calls
we would be there. Please help us out if you can.

If you would like to have Third District Officers do your
post installation please contact Linda, our District Adjutant,
Mike Maxa, incoming District Commander or Don Skow
our outgoing Commander and we will do our best to help
you out.

The Consolidated Post Reports and new Officer
Reporting forms need to be into Department ASAP, We
need 100% participation from our posts on both of these.

There will be a letter sent to all posts shortly about the
Commanders Project at Big Marine Vets Camp. We will
make updates on the progress into next year. This will be a
fun and rewarding project to work on and I look forward to
seeing everyone support it.

I’'m hoping to see a large delegation from the Third
District to the Department Convention in July. This is a
great time to make plans for our next year’s activities and
talk to old friends. See you in Rochester July 21st through
the 23rd.

Thank you all for what you do for the American Legion
and remember “Attitude is everything.” For God and
Country.

FOURTH
DISTRICT

Dan Williams
Commander

Happy Independence Day. The independence we enjoy
but far too many take for granted came at a great price. This
great country was not always as it is today. The government
that we know, sometimes applauded and sometimes criti-
cized but often wonder what they are thinking... did not
always exist. “When in the Course of human events, it
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bands which have connected them with another, and to
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's
God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.” Of course this is the first
paragraph within the Declaration of Independence. The 4th
of July is not just another holiday. The United States Armed
Forces continue to serve but now in regions across the
earth. These brave men and women understand and appre-
ciate independence and freedom. We owe it to them and to
our posterity to keep this country free in every aspect and
dimension. Yes, we are veterans now but the battle for free-
dom is far from over. Congratulations District
Commander-elect Randy Bastyr, District Vice
Commanders: Jim Anderson, Lane Stunkel and Tom Burns,
we know each of you along with the entire 4th District
Team will serve very well and keep us free!

Calendar: July 4th Celebrate our country; July 17th
District Hospital Visitation 1:00 p.m.; July 21st -23rd
Department Convention Rochester, MN.

President. Thank you for all you did to make the year fun
and enjoyable.

Best of luck to all newly elected Post, District. County
and Department officers.

As Always “Keep Moving Forward and Keep It
Positive.”

SEVENTH
DISTRICT

Karen Welander
Commander

Greeting to the “Mighty” 7th District family.

This past year has been a great learning and rewarding
experience. It has been an honor to serve the Seventh
District as Commander and I will never forget it. Thank
you to everyone who has helped or given advice during the
year. I am so proud and honored to be a part of such a great
district with such a big heart.

The new membership year has begun with the pickup of
the 2017 cards at Department. All the Posts should have
one paid membership and the 2016-2017 officer report sub-
mitted to department by the end of July. Meeting this first
goal will help ensure we get off to a good start this mem-
bership year.

I have enjoyed working with President Cheryl and the
Auxiliary as well as the SAL and Riders. I will never for-
get all the volunteers at the posts who make everything hap-
pen.

Thanks again to everyone and don’t forget our veterans
and our Armed Forces.

I’m proud to be an American, a veteran and a member of
the American Legion.

For Duty, Honor and Country. God Bless America

NINTH
DISTRICT

Denise Milton
Commander

FIFTH
DISTRICT

Gary Martin
Commander

Greetings from the Fifth District

Congratulations to incoming 5th District Commander
Ray Eiden, 1st Vice Commander Water Lynsey, 2nd Vice
Commander John Austin and 3rd Vice Commander John
Nelson and all the other newly elected and appointed offi-
cers and executive members. With a new slate of officers on
board, committees and committee chairs being realigned we
should have a very successful year under Ray's guidance.

It’s time for a new membership program to begin. First
is establishing attainable goals and getting off the "Goose
Egg" and setting the Districts membership revitalization
date. Make it a team effort, no one person can do it alone.

It's been a great year for the Sth District. We accom-
plished a number of goals, especially our Sth District
Family Project enhancing the lives of the Veterans at the
Minneapolis Veterans Home. Thank you to all the Posts and
individuals who donated monies and volunteered their time
to make it a success and to Wold-Chamberlain Post #99 for
allowing us to use their Post for our family fundraiser. A
special thank you to out 5th District Auxiliary for spear-
heading our fundraising efforts.

To my wife Julie, it was great having you as our District

Greetings Roaring Ninth District.

I was mistaken, this is my last column (July). I had con-
fused it with our district newsletter. Thanks again to every-
one for making it a great year serving you. I appreciate the
support of my district project, National Emergency Fund.

I attended a celebration of life for a good friend and loyal
Legionnaire, Lou Efta, last weekend. He was honored by
his family, friends, Vietnam buddies and fellow veterans.
He made an impact on everyone. He served his country,
community and family without reserve and great passion.
He truly lived by the Four Pillars of The American Legion.
He will be greatly missed.

During my first tour of duty as the Ninth District
Commander, I was deployed seven months into my year.
Needless to say, | was strongly encouraged by many mem-
bers of my district to complete an entire year. Now, I have
done so and I can say I did and with great pride.

Continue to support and keep our military and their fam-
ilies in your prayers.

For God and Country

Woman vet of year named

Penny Dieryck, a Duluth
Air National Guard veteran,
has been named the 2016
Minnesota Woman Veteran

Cross and has worked in her
area’s neighborhood school.

TENTH  §
DISTRICT .? *""!» !
Bill Johnson b "'":\-*""“
Commander m

Greetings from the Mighty Tenth,

Well here we are, my year has almost come to an end. |
have so many people to thank, I almost don’t know where
to begin. I wish to thank all my Districts Officers, and
Chairs for helping to make this a successful year. I espe-
cially want to thank my Adjutant Gloria Burt, and
Membership Director Bonnie Hanson. If many of you have
not heard, Bonnie has been elected to be our District
Commander for next year.

I also want to thank Commander Jim Kellogg for all his
support. I admire you Commander, because you are willing
to take risks, and to try something different. In my opinion
we need more people like you as our leaders. If we keep to
the status quo, we can only keep getting the same results,
which is an organization decreasing in size and capability.

For those who are considering District Leadership, go
for it. Believe me when I tell you how satisfying an expe-
rience it is. You should consider running for Vice-
Commander, which I consider as being the most important
job in any District. You will make friendships that will last
you a lifetime.

For my fellow District Commanders, we had a fun year,
didn’t we. I hope to see more of you in the future.

For all of you, God bless you all. Legionnaires are the
best.

Minneapolis, St. Cloud
VAs honored by award

The St. Cloud and the Minneapolis VA Health Care
Systems have been awarded the most prestigious environ-
mental achievement award offered by Practice Greenhealth,
the nation’s leading health care community dedicated to
transforming health care worldwide so that it reduces its
environmental footprint, becomes a community anchor for
sustainability and a leader in the global movement for envi-
ronmental health and justice.

The Top 25 Environmental Excellence Awards recognize
health care facilities that exemplify environmental excel-
lence and are setting the highest standards for environmen-
tal practices in health care. Award winners are chosen from
hospitals that have the highest scores for the Greenhealth
Emerald Award using Practice Greenhealth's thorough scor-
ing and evaluation system.

The 25 hospitals presented with Practice Greenhealth's
highest honors vary greatly in size, but are all leading the
country in health care sustainability and have the data and
documentation to prove their success. These facilities have
innovative programs and also show leadership in their local
communities and in the health care sector.

“St. Cloud VA prioritizes green practices in our day-to-
day operations as an organizational imperative,” said Green
Environmental Management Services Coordinator Mary
Wenck. “It’s an honor to be recognized for our commitment
to the health and safety of our Veterans, staff, environment,
and the community at large.”

“Our goal is to develop and implement a culture where
sustainability is ingrained into daily operations to the point
where it is habitual,” said Minneapolis Associate Director
of Operations Kurt Thielen.

of the Year at the “Salute to
Women Veterans” event
held in June.

Dieryck enlisted in 1980
and became a second lieu-
tenant in 1984. She got her
MBA from the University
of Minnesota Duluth and District 2016
she is a graduate of the Air Goal
Command  and  Staff
College and the Air War |1 9,627
O She had depl 2 779

e had many deploy-
ments and worked on proj- 3 12,165
ects in Homeland Security | 4 2,561
and Operation  Iraqi 5 2829
Freedom. ’

She has devoted much of 6 12,485
her time and skills to local 7 6,997
charities and was the
Combine Federal 8 4,630
Campaign organizer and 9 7,332
also set up an “Adopt a | 10 10,964
Highway” group.

She has been the board At-large 3,734
chair of the Northland Red | Totals 81,000

Membership Chart
As of June 22, 2016

Total Total Percent Same
2015 2016 of Goal Date '15
9,586 9,315 96.76 9,532
7,707 7,487 96.25 7,689
12,128 11,898 97.81 12,083
2,559 2,551 99.61 2,524
2,789 2,651 93.74 2,809
12,421 12,020 96.28 12,403
6,930 6,612 94.52 6,909
4,593 4,372 94 .43 4,575
7177 6,945 96.03 7,155
10,916 10,553 96.26 10,867
2,662 2,707 72.50 2,657
79,468 77,111 95.20 79,203

@
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The participants in the Ely veterans fishing event lined up for a photo at Veterans on the Lake Resort near Ely.

Ely Fishing Outing

o M
:
o,
i

o

Department Service Office Jeremy Wolfsteller and two veterans try their luck at the ~ Alie Witthans, co-owner and operator of Memories Made Guide Service and two
veterans fishing outing at Ely’s Veterans on the Lake. The boat was provided by veterans show off their stringer after a hard day’s fishing at the Ely veterans fish-
Jamie Dietman, a professional guide out of Nissway. ing event at Veterans on the Lake.

Trolling for the Troops

M- VAT
This group of veterans, including one with a strange
mask, caught the wildest catch prize of the day, a clam

iy : z ’ L | MW
) i and a sucker.
Department Service Office Jeremy Wolfsteler and ' '
Soldier’s Wish pro Kyle Sarratt landed this lunker at The fishing was good as veterans and guides fanned
the Trolling for the Troops event held at Camp Ripley out at two different fishing areas to enjoy the day at
and Lake Mille Lacs. Trolling for the Troops.
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President Sandy Fredrickson

The Auxiliary Bulletin

July 2016

Secretary Sandie Deutsch

Department Headquarters, Veterans Service Building, St. Paul, MN 55155

651-224-7634

The
President’s
Column

By
Sandy
Fredrickson

I was totin® my pack down Center Avenue—
When an Eagle soared high and gracefully; with a question:

“If you’re going to Cincinnati, Sam, you can fly with
me.” So I climbed onto its wings and we glided side by side.
She asked me if I’d seen a road with so much glory and
honor, and I said, “Listen, Birdie, I've traveled every road
in this here land.”

I’ve been everywhere, man

I’ve been everywhere, man

Across the Minnesota highways,

I’ve breathed the “up North” air, man

Of travel I’ve had my share, man

I’ve been everywhere.

Been to Redwood Falls, Hopkins, Brainerd, Brooklyn Park,
Stewartville, Rose Town, Baltimore

Barnesville, Leicester, Austin, Pequot Lakes, New Ulm,
Emmons, St Paul, Glenville, Legion Ville, Baltimore,

Ogilvie, Brownstown, Stewart, Cosmos, Silver Lake,
Adams, and Bloomington,

I’m a believer

I’ve been everywhere, man

I’ve been everywhere, man

Through the Auxiliary C&B’s, man

I’ve breathed the fresh northern air, man

Of travel I’ve had my share, man

I’ve been everywhere.

Rochester, Hayfield, Osseo, Faribault, Washington

Eagan, Fridley, Cokato, Minneapolis, Bruno
Minnesota Lake,
North St. Paul, Freeborn, Springfield, Anoka

Detroit Lakes, St Cloud, Albert Lea Bowling Tournament,
Waite Park

Anoka, Montgomery, Legionville, Arcade Phalen, St
Paul, World Chamberlain, Grand Rapids, Nisswa, then
toured Silver Bay Veterans Home for pete’s sake.

Been to Wells, Anoka, dept. office, Elk River, Winona,
Commanders testimonial in Adams, Sioux Falls with
National President Sharon @ the Luverne Veterans Home,
Sioux Falls Veterans Service Bldg., Rose town (Connie’s
testimonial), Fairfax, Wayzata, Rochester, Hayfield spelling
bee, Braelyn (Darlene’s testimonial), Legionville for Spring
Board meeting, Hanks’, North Branch, Finance meeting in
Waite Park, Veterans home in Fargo, with a drive by Fergus
Falls, Forrest Lake, Osseo, Mabel, Preston National
Veterans Cemetery, Fort Snelling and MN Veterans Home
Memorial ceremony; back to Faribault to install new offi-
cers, Fairmont (Dept. Jr Conference) Brewster, New
London, Bethel College for a full week of nursing and
learning government.

I’ve been everywhere, man

I’ve been everywhere, man

I’ve been everywhere, man

Across the 10,000 Lakes, man

I’ve seen the season’s change, man

Of travel I’ve had my share, man

I know some place you haven’t been.

I’ve been everywhere

“Thank you,” for being a part of my “awesome journey”
for the American Legion Auxiliary.

Our mission was accomplished. Thank you for the hos-
pitalities, personal gifts, ever lasting friendships, but most
importantly all you do for the American Legion Auxiliary.
You all “ROCK!”

Special “thanks” to the Department staff, Commander
Jim, SAL Commander Gene, the ALA Riders Paul, and the
American Legion staff. The year wouldn’t have been as

Amanda Teersteeg elected
2016 Girls State Governor

The 70th session of the American Legion Auxiliary
Minnesota Girls State ended on Saturday, June 18. Singing
together the American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota Girls
State song one last time, the 381 citizens, once strangers
now friendships to last over the years have formed. A week
of intense study and learning all about our government, at
all levels, city, county and state, and the history of our great
State of Minnesota. We hope that the girls left with an
appreciation and understanding of Minnesota government.

The 2016 American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota Girls
State Constitutional officers are:

Governor — Amanda Tersteeg, sponsored by Redwood
Falls Unit #38

Lt. Governor — Gabrielle Bittner, sponsored by Twin
Valley Unit #431

Secretary of State - Madison Beaty, sponsored by
Monticello #260

State Auditor — Sophie Schmitz, sponsored by
Kerkhoven Unit #223

Attorney General — Savannah Romann, sponsored by
New Prague Unit #45

Chief Justice — Lfeoma (Flo) Ayika, sponsored by
Wayzata Unit #118

Supreme Court Justices —

Hadley Lange, sponsored by Rochester Unit #92

Katherine Twiss, sponsored by Brownton Unit #143

Minnesota’s entry into National competition for the
Samsung Scholarship — Sophia Lynae Peterson, sponsored
by Wayzata Unit #118

The Spirit Award was won by Cristin Curwick sponsored
by Osseo Unit #172

The Ed Viehman Award was won by Kaysie Allen spon-
sored by Adams Unit #146. Daniel Viehman was on hand
to present the award at the Thursday Inauguration
Ceremony.

Girls Nation Senators were chosen:

Senior Senator — Hannah Hendrickson, sponsored by
Moorhead Unit #21

Junior Senator — Michelle Onyekaba, sponsored by
Coon Rapids Unit #334

The President of the Senate — Grace Kubista, sponsored
by New Prague Unit #45

Speaker of the House — Berlynn Bitengo, sponsored by
Anoka Unit #102

Senate Chaplain — Angie Bowen, sponsored by
Barnesville Unit #153

House of Representatives Chaplain — Gabbi Gervais,
sponsored by Currie Unit #322

There are many highlights to the week at American
Legion Auxiliary Minnesota Girls State including the won-
derful visiting speakers throughout the week, the Thursday
night Inauguration ceremony with Chief Justice of the
Minnesota Supreme Court Lorie Gildea presiding over the
Oath of Office, the flag disposal ceremony and many oth-
ers.

Thanks to all of the Unit American Legion Auxiliary
Minnesota Girls State Chairmen for the work that you have
done to bring all of these girls to this wonderful program.
And to all of the FANTASTIC volunteers that spent the
week at Bethel University with the girls, this program can-
not function without you.  And finally to our 2016
American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota Girls State Director
Peggy Tesdahl, Chairman Marsha Bible, Education
Director Norma Tramm, Americanism Chairman Jessie
Hoppe, and committee members Sandy Wersal and Amelia
Tesdahl, who was also the Music Director. Thanks for
another great year at American Legion Auxiliary Minnesota
Girls State.

The project the Girls State Citizens worked on was mak-

smooth as it was without all of us working together! A
“team effort and the family working together” proved we
can make it a better and stronger American Legion family
organization.

“Congrats” to the new officers for 2016-2017 -- keep the
momentum going.

We “Served those who served -- and kept the Promise.”

God Bless Each and Every one of you.

See ya, President Sandy

@

[\ -

GIRLS STATE GOVERNOR AMANDA TERSTEEG

ing pocket flags to send to our active military and assem-
bling poppies to make a wreath to be presented at the State
Capitol on Friday.

JUNIOR FUN WEEKEND

Junior members are invited to participate in the 8th
Annual Department Junior Fun Weekend, held Friday
August 5 through Sunday, August 7 at Legionville near
Brainerd. All current 2016 Junior members and their
Advisors/Chaperones are invited to attend. Registration is
on a first-come, first- served basis. Junior members must be
between the ages of 3 — 18 and do not have to be from an
active Junior group. The cost is $20.00 per person and is
non-refundable. This includes all meals and activities.
Registration forms and fees must be received in the
Department office no later than Monday, July 25, 2016. No
refunds will be given. Registration information was mailed
to ALL units in May. Call the Department office if you
need registration forms. They are also posted on our web-
site. Go to the home page, calendar, click on Junior Fun
Weekend and it will take you right to the registration forms.
Please make sure and have our Juniors attend. This is a fun-
filled, very inexpensive week-end and teaches our future
leaders what we are all about along with giving them a
chance to make many new friends. Come and see all the
changes and improvements that have been made at
Legionville.

2016 -2017 DISTRICT PRESIDENTS

Our Congratulations to the ten District Presidents-Elect
who will be serving their respective Districts for the 2016-
2017 year:

Ist District — Cindy Nelson, Glenville Unit #264

2nd District — Kathy Burket, Belview Unit #309

3rd District — Marcie Baysinger, Brownton Unit #143

4th District — Connie Anderson, St. Paul Unit #542

5th District — Bonnie Brenna, Minneapolis Unit #99

6th District — Theresa Rudnicki, Waite Park Unit #428

7th District — Betty Underthun, Willmar Unit #167

8th District — Anna Eells, Grand Rapids Unit #60

9th District — Joanie Krantz, Karlstad Unit #445

10th District — Linda Deschene, Brooklyn Center Unit
#630

May each of you have a most successful year of service
as you assume the leadership of your District for the 2016-
2017 Auxiliary year.
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UNIT OFFICERS’ LIST

All Units should have held their elections for the 2016-
2017 Auxiliary year by now. Your incoming secretary and
Membership Chairman should be appointed and ready to
assume their duties.

Each Unit was asked to return their officers’ list for the
coming year to the Department office by June 12th. A sec-
ond request was sent out this week and to date we are still
missing 181 of those lists! We will be making calls to those
Units who haven’t responded.

These lists are very important as we develop our mailing
lists for the year from them. NO 2017 membership
cards/packets will be given to your Unit until we have
received your 2016-2017 list. You can download the form
on our website mnala.org to your own computer, fill it out
and email it in to us. It is as simple as that.

2017 DUES NOTICES

The National office will send out the first dues notice for
the 2017 membership year on September 15th. It will be
sent to Senior members only. Ask your members as soon as
possible after the Department Convention to pay their 2017
membership dues. They do not need a dues notice to be
able to pay their dues. Please note that again this year if the
National Headquarters has an email address on file for a
member, their first dues notice will be emailed rather than
snail mailed. Please check your email folders, both in box
and junk mail.

2017 MEMBERSHIP CARDS

Very soon we will be kicking off the new membership
year. The 2017 membership information will be available
to all Units at the 2016 Department Convention, if we have
your Unit Officer list on file. If your packet isn’t picked up
at Department Convention it will be given to your District
Membership Chairman at the annual August Workshop.

DEPARTMENT CONVENTION

The Annual Department Convention will be held in at
the Kahler Grand Hotel in Rochester, July 21-23 with the
Rochester American Legion Family #92 serving as hosts.
Department President Sandy Fredrickson will call the
Convention to order at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 21st.
The delegates will conduct the business of the Auxiliary,
hear reports from our chairmen and elect our 2016-17
Department Officers. We hope that your Unit plans to be
represented. All Auxiliary sessions will be held in the
Heritage Ballroom of the Kahler Grand Hotel.

The following members have declared their candidacy
for Department office:

Department President — Carol Kottom, Buffalo Unit
#270

Department Ist Vice President — Donna Arends, Willmar
Unit #167

Department 2nd Vice President — Jean Walker, Warren
Unit #27

Department 2nd Vice President — Sally Strasser, North
St. Paul Unit #39

National Executive Committeewoman — Chris Ronning,
Osseo-Maple Grove Unit #172

National Executive Committeewoman —
Frederick, Hackensack Unit #202

Nominations for Department officers will be held
Thursday morning. A secret ballot will be used for any
office where there is more than one candidate. Balloting
hours will be in the convention rules. Where there is but
one candidate the vote will be by acclamation. There will
be nominations for delegates-at-large to the National
Convention, and election by secret ballot if there is more
than one nomination. The same rules used for election of
department officers will apply.

District caucuses will be held on Thursday at 8:00 a.m.
prior to the opening of the Convention. The Convention
will convene at 9:00 a.m.

There will be two Poppy contests at the Department
Convention this year. The first is to Dress a Teddy Bear or
Doll and the second is a Wearable Poppy Art. The criteria
for both contests is in the Trophy and Awards booklet and
also on our website; www.mnala.org.

Let’s have some fun and use our imagination with pop-
pies. Any and all members may enter either or both of the
contests and there is no limit to the number of entries. All
entries must be at the Department Convention by 9:00 a.m.
on Thursday the 21st. Tables will be set up in the Display
area for your entries. Winners will be announced during the
Poppy report on Friday.

Please see the complete convention program printed
elsewhere in this issue of the Minnesota Legionnaire.

CORRECTION FROM JUNE ISSUE

There was a misprint in the June Legionnaire under the
Scholarship information. Sophie Engels was awarded the
Department Spirit of Youth Scholarship. She was spon-
sored by the Minneota Unit #199.

My apologies for the error.

Shirley

NATIONAL CONVENTION

Our 2016 National Convention will be held in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 26 - September 1, 2016. All
Auxiliary Delegates and Alternates elected at the District
Conventions will be receiving their information on housing,
registration, States Dinner, Woman of the Year Luncheon,
etc. shortly.

Registration on housing requests must be sent to: The
American Legion, State Veterans Service Building, 20 W
12th St #300, St. Paul, MN 55155. If for any reason you are
not planning to attend, yet were elected a Delegate or
Alternate, please notify the Department Secretary immedi-
ately and prior to our Department Convention. There will
be packets available at the Department Convention for
those At Large Delegates and Alternates elected at the
Convention.

All registrations, housing requests and reservations for
the States Dinner, Women of the Year Luncheon must be
received by July 25th. The credentials and housing lists as
well as reservations for dinner and luncheon must be final-
ized and forwarded to our National organization.

SECRETARY SANDIE'S CORNER

Well, another year has swiftly gone by and it was a very
successful year indeed. I truly enjoyed working with
President Sandy and the entire Executive Committee and
Chairmen — what a breath of fresh air they were. We
accomplished many things and we experimented with
“new” ways to do business. It is always fun to see new
faces in the position of the Executive Committee, to watch
them grow and flourish in our organization. By the time
you get to reading this issue, hopefully I will be back at my
desk working hard as I should have returned from a week
long motorcycle trip to North Carolina. I look forward to
seeing many of your happy faces at the upcoming
Department Convention in Rochester. If you haven’t
attended one before, make this a first for you. You will be
pleasantly surprised at how much fun it is meeting other
members of The American Legion Family and see what the
organization has accomplished throughout the year. This
month’s shout-out is to Ronnie K — thanks for the help with
the water for Girls State this year.

THANK YOU LEGION FAMILY

Words cannot express my heartfelt thanks to each and
every one of you who have prayed and continue to pray for
me with this life changing experience of my back! It is hard
to believe that one minute you are as normal as can be and
the next minute your whole life changes “in the blink of an
eye!”

I would like to send a special thank you to the American
Legion family and friends who helped in any way for the
wonderful benefit held for me! It wouldn’t have happened
without your support— “THANK YOU!”

I know I still have a hill to climb! I will reach the top!
One day, I will once again “walk on my own.”

God Bless each of you,

Scott Fredrickson, SAL, Squadron #264

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT... -- The 381 girls who attend-
ed the 2016 Girls State at Bethel University posed for
a photo on the campus. Girls State had been at St.
Thomas for several years, but this year returned to the
Bethel Campus. The girls again were unable to have
total access to the House and Senate chambers at the
Capitol due to remodeling, but those areas should be
ready for 2017 Girls State.

June 14, 2016, Auxiliary Membership
it Membershi Percent of Membershil
District Goal To Date 4 Goal Last\'earp
One 6,146 4,827 78.54% 5,065
Two 5,979 4,729 79.09% 4,916
Three 5,323 4,246 79.77% 4,394
Four 920 690 75.00% 759
Five 1,047 800 76.41% 862
Six 7,318 5,841 79.82% 6,026
Seven 4,859 3,810 78.41% 3,993
Eight 2,005 1,537 76.66% 1,652
Nine 5,232 4,208 80.43% 4,295
Ten 6,382 4,977 77.98% 5,245
1982 198 156 78.79% 131
Totals 45,409 35,821 78.89% 37,338

@
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Auctions WANTED

Buyer’s Premium in Effect
30-Day Closing
‘We Buy Properties
Homes, Farms, Businesses,
Estates and Lands

Larry Hennig Realty and Auctions
320-656-5399
larrytheaxe@hotmail.com

Auctioneer # 71-05-001
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Larry “The Axe” Hennig
Wrestling Hall of Fame

MACULAR DEGENERATION?
. N Consider a
‘ Low Vision Evaluation

= Diabetic Retinopathy
. Stargardt’s Disease

Call Chris Palmer, 0.D.
(888) 882-2040

www.LowVisionOfMN.com

* Glaucoma
. Stroke

TOM HAGEN

ATTORNEY & VETERAN

BRADLEY HAGEN & GULLIKSON, LLC
GREATER MINNESOTA: (507) 593-4098
TWIN CITIES METRO: (651) 379-0900

WWW.BRADLEYLAWMN.COM £

Attention Veterans!

g{' This is your northern

" Minnesota resort. Barrier-free

[~ and open 12 months a year.
Gateway to the BWCA.
800-777-7538
email: vetlake@frontiernet.net
www.veteransonthelakeresort.org
All cabins have a lake view.

'VE
[ onr

S

RESORT FOR DISABLED VETERANS,
ACTIVEDUTY AND ABLE BODIED

¢ VETERANS, DISABLED GENERAL
PUBLIC AND.FAMILIES:

J.(Ve’cera ns

Linkage Line’
1-888-LinkVet

minnesotaveteran.org

(546-5838)

¢

HelpioraveleTens
and Tamiies
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Holiday Branson

- S 4-Seasons Tour Director Tour Includes:
\Vacations, /nc.

Deluxe motor coach transportation = 4-Seasons Tour Director, Larry Alvey
1-800-328-4298 or 507-373-4705

Hawaiian Islands Cruise

4 nights accommodations = Roundtrip Delta flights from Minneapolis to H lulu, Hawaii
7 meals: 4 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 2 dinners Quality accommodations for four nights at the beautiful Aston
Ozark Mountain Christmas Lights and Village Waikiki Beach Hotel

www.4-seasonsvacations.com Arabia Steamboat Museum » Bremiiest daily at the Sotel
6 Shows: Dutton Family, Clay Cooper = City Tour of Honolulu and Pearl Harbor
SINCE 1967 Doug Gabriel, Daniel O’ Donnell, $769.00 . E:ccl‘c.-:::?:; ur::.: :::::T:n Honolulu -00
130 West Clark Street Hughes Brothers, Christmas Wonder- SN | < 8 Day Cruise aboard the PRIDE OF Per Person Double
Albert Lea, MN land AMERICA
- - -
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta Cuba Land & Cruise Panama Canal Cruise
September 28-October 5, 2016 November 12-20, 2016 March 14-30, 2017
our ludes: Tour Includes: Tour Includes:
» d4-Seasons Tour Director = 4-Seasons Tour Director, Larry Alvey = 4-Seasons Tour Director, Larry Alvey
= 7 nig| ncf dations ) = Roundtrip Delta flights from Minneapolis to Ft. Lauderdale = Roundtrip Delta Air flights Minneapolis to San Francisco and
- ?ﬂﬂﬂ'l sy mﬂ:;\ tr g = Overnight Miami Airport Hilton with breakfast return Ft. Lauderdale to Minneapolis
= 10 meals: reakfasts, 1 lunch, 2 dinners . - = 1 pre-cruise hotel night at the Holiday Inn Express Fisherman’s
= Mass Ascension at the Balloon Fiesta As7 nightcrulse on:the Adonts > ;
o Clowideo at the Balloon Fiesta - All Is, entertai t and Cuban Cultural events onboard Whart, San Francisco .
o Tour oFOld Town - All transfers to and from airport, hotel and pier - A!I ‘meals and enlerl.nlrfment ‘abmlrd the ISLAND PRINC
o Route 66 e Ciuise gratuities = Visiting 6 ports n‘fcall lnclt!dmg Ft.
« Indian Pueblo Cultural Center $1,799.00 e Caban Visa $3,899.00 Landerdaieand Sanieancisce
= Tour of Santa Fe via the Turquoise Trail Per Person Double N «: Onboard ship gratuities

Luggage handling on the ship
(one suitcase per person)

MNational Scenic Byway = All transfers to and from the airport, hotel

Dominican Repub]ic Impact New York City Tour 4 Seasons is also a full service Travel Agency. We
specialize in selling Mexico, Hawaii, Cruises,
Europe, and the entire World!

Tour Includes: Tour Includes: % o 5
. 4-S Tour Manager Larry Alvey « 4-Seasons Tour Manager Sue Barber Make 4 Seasons your first call for any vacation, trip
« Roundtrip Delta flights from Minneapolis to = Roundtrip Delta airlines flights from Minneapolis to or tour you’re planning]
Fort Lauderdale New York City
« Roundtrip transfers from airport to hotel and pier « 4 night stay at the Hotel at Times Square % :
. ()vern.lghl: Miami Airport llllll'::n with hn-akfn:: - Broga:way{nusical > Txust ourexporience; Love your vacation]
* A 7-night cruise on the Adonia = Radio City Music Hall “The Rockettes Christmas

All meals, entertainment and Dominican
Republic Cultural events onboard ship
Cruise gratuities

= Luggage handling for one suitcase per

Spectacular™
= Manhattan Island City Tour
= 9/11 Memorial and Museum
« Harbor Cruise with lunch

Seasons

Bcations, [rc.

U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS ANXIETY, PTSD, DEPRESSION [ sl L
e mmo M | RELATED'T0 MILTARY SERVICE| | ot ricr? Runal Lving

LOCAL T
TOLLUFERTESEJ:;;:”Y&:'NE 082 Former VA Decision Review Officer,
VA Disability Appeals Agent,
10550 CO. RD 81, #2138 - isability Appeals Agen

MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369
FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING SERVICE

Senior apartments for elderly and those with
disabilities. Safe, convenient, comfortable, and
affordable rurgl living in Southeast Minnesota.

Good Shepherd

Accredited Appeals Agent since 2010
Specializes in Mental Health Compensation

DOG TAGS

Also available:

Housjng with r
'CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS JON BROWN Serviess, | C lutherap Services
WEB SITE: www.vetssupplyline.com 9522011799 Subsidized  conact

www. VetsTBl.com
JonBrownAppeals@gmail.com

Eﬁﬂi'emaker Samantha 507-864-7714

seices  [=] or www.goodshep-rushford.org

P
orraATImETF

Veterans Campground on Big Marine Lake

11300 180" Street N
Marine on St. Croix, MN
(651)433-2699
www.vetscampmn.org

For Veterans, families,
& friends. 30 mins NE
from DT St. Paul. 10
mins NW of Stillwater
on Manning Avenue.

USAA is proud to be the

Preferred Provider

of Insurance and Financial Services
to The American Legion

Open Year Round

Cabins, RV/Tent Sites, Boating, Trails, Beach at Low Rates
Managed by Disabled Veterans Rest Camp Assn BOD 501(c)(3)

Reverse
Mortgages

Call for a free consumer
guide and personal quote.
-- Must be 62 or older.

-- Never make a monthly
mortgage payment again.
-- Receive a lump sum of
| cash, credit line or monthly
payments.

-- See how much you

Ensure the legacy
of membership.

Your Honorable service means that you are eligible for

USAA membership — and that your children and grandchildren
can become eligible as well, no natter what age. Begin your
USAA legacy with an auto or property insurance policy, and

take advantage of USAA’'s commitment to serving you and

your family for years to come.

Subscribe to the

Minnesota could qualify for today.

tﬁﬁliloennaire Let a retired active duty
Share your USAA legacy. Get a quote. ' MIKE KRAUS \S/ﬁgev\r,a;oﬁoﬁos\?;glzusmtay
3> 1-877-699-2654 | usaa.com/legion Go to: Laen Oliieer benefit from a Reverse

. . i NMLS ID #283509 Mortgage.
Insurance » Banking * Investments » Retirement » Advice

mnlegion.org

" 4 MorTtcaces UNLIMITED

USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. USAA products are available only

in those jurisdictions where USAA is authorized to sell them. Click on guiding families home
su rchase of ah;?lohdul(l c';llherflhan USAA hzut?[ o property insuraﬂ(e;jor purclhase of aninsurance policy olrterr'ed through trLe USAA fnsurgn(eh ﬁ.gedn(y, Le iO nna | re

oes not establish eligibility for or membership in USAA property and casualty insurance companies. Use of the term “member” or “membership” does . .
not conveyanyeligihﬁilyrightsforaum and property insurance products or legal or ownership rights in USAA. Ownership rights are limited to eligible g . . Mike Kraus Servmg MN and WI
policyholders of United Services Automobile Association. “Honorably served” means a discharge type of “honorable.” Membership and product Publications 7365 Kirkwood Court North. Suite 300
eligibility and underwriting restrictions apply and are subject to change. Eligible former dependents of USAA members may purchase auto or property ’
insurance if the member obtained USAA auto or property insurance. The American Legion receives financial support from USAA for its sponsorship. Ma ple Grove , MN 55369

RIS 763-355-8540  mkraus@muihomeloans.com




