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The third annual Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Mayo SE Chapter 28, and 

Olmsted County Veteran Service Office, women veteran gala, hosted on Thurs-

day, May 23rd at the VFW Post 1215, Rochester, MN was a huge success!! This 

by far was the banner year, with over 180 women veterans in attendance. Thank 

you to the DAV Women Veteran Committee for planning, and facilitating this 

event. Thank you to all of the support and donations that made this event spectac-

ular! I am pleased that this event had such a great turnout. It is important for all 

veterans to have a support system, this event, gives women veterans that con-

nection, and networking with other women veterans. This event provided re-

sources, encouragement and valuable connections that will help these women 

veterans long after this event ends. 

 

Testimonials from those in attendance included: 
“Wow! I sat at a table with a Navy veteran, and found out she lives in Rochester, 
just a few blocks away from me! I am so excited that I have made this new con-
nection with a fellow Navy veteran!” 
 
“This is the third year I have attended the Gala! Kudos to the women who plan this 
event! This event is always new and engaging.” 
 
“Thank you again for another great gala - you do know how to host a party!” 
 
“The Gala was amazing as always!!!” 
 
 







Outreach a priority for local DAV's 1st female commander 
Faribault Daily News 
Misty Schwab May 16, 2019 
 
 
Since the Disabled American Veteran (DAV) Chapter 20 in Faribault received its charter in 1947, 

no woman has been elected commander. Deb Petersen recently broke that trend. Josh Vrtacnik, 

treasurer of DAV Chapter 20 which serves Rice and Steele counties, said Petersen was not only 

elected commander of the Faribault DAV chapter but also appointed as one of the finance  

committee officers for the DAV MN. With her long military career, Vrtacnik calls Petersen “very 

dynamic” and “very engaged within the community.” He commended her for her involvement 

within her church and other organizations as well as her knowledge of current veterans affairs. 

“[As the first female commander] she brings a new perspective to how we do things,” said  

Vrtacnik. Petersen retired earlier this year as a criminal investigator with the U.S. Army Reserves. 

She served a combined 42½ years on active duty and in the reserves. Having served as a DAV 

member the past few years, her biggest objective as the new commander is to increase attend-

ance at meetings and chapter involvement. “We have over 300 members, but a good majority of 

members are older, so we’re trying to get more of the younger members involved in the chapter,” 

said Petersen. “There’s a lot of opportunity out there for people to volunteer.” Petersen said many 

of the older DAV members experience health challenges that prohibit them from attending  

meetings. Petersen listed a wide variety of resources and assistance programs the DAV offers to 

veterans and their spouses. That includes employment assistance, a volunteer service program 

and resources specifically for female veterans who acquired unforeseen disabilities while in  

combat. As commander, Petersen wants to see more volunteers participate in the donor program, 

which ensures veterans receive medical supplies like crutches, wheelchairs, canes and electric 

scooters as soon as they develop the need. She said the Faribault chapter hasn’t been very active 

in the donor program, so she wants to see that change. “We’re basically there if a veteran needs 

pretty much anything,” said Petersen. “If there’s something they have questions about, they can 

call us and we help them get answers.” DAV membership is open to any veteran wounded or dis-

abled during a time of war. “The main issue is there has to be a disability rating of at least 10%,” 

said Petersen. “... If they have a rating from the VA, we can help, and even if they’re not a  

member we can still help. A veteran is a veteran.” Petersen enlisted in the Army at 17 and served 

twice overseas — once in Panama and once in South Korea. After serving six and a half years, 

she joined the Army reserves. She was trained as a criminal investigator and taught at a warrant 

officer commander school in Fort McCoy, Wisconsin. She was mobilized during Desert Storm and 

also mobilized three times after 9/11. “I did a lot of undercover assignments, but that’s just law 

enforcement,” said Petersen. “It was good run. 





 

ROCHESTER VA RED CARPET EVENT 
 

Would you like to learn how to navigate the VA system? Come join us 
for an informational meeting for new and established patients. 

 
Some of the topics that will be covered: 

• Primary Care including chronic disease management, patient education, and health promotion 

• Immunizations 

• Mental Health Services with on-site staff and telemedicine capability linked to providers in  

       Minneapolis  

• Tele-Healthcare with Minneapolis providers 

• Laboratory Services 

• Minor Procedures 

• Women’s Health Care 

• Mental Health 

• Co-Managed Care 

• Pharmacy Management 

 

Thursday, June 21, 2019 
Every 3rd Thursday of the month in room 117, at 2:00pm 

At the Rochester VA Clinic 
3900 Fairway PL NW  

Rochester MN 55901  







 

SEMCIL, and Olmsted County Veteran Services is offering a support group for Veterans that have been 

diagnosed with PTSD, or those who have signs and symptoms of PTSD, and their family members. Some-

times the most painful injuries aren’t physical. Whether it’s PTSD, TBI, combat stress, or any other men-

tal health condition, we’re here to help you get through it. The group will be facilitated by Jennifer Shu-

maker, Veteran and Olmsted County Veterans Service Officer.  

 

Thursday, June 27, 2019 

 

Thursday, July 25th, 2019 

ANNUAL POT LUCK 

Guest Speakers 

 

630pm-800pm 

VFW 

2775 43rd Street NW 

Rochester, MN  55901 

Jennifer Shumaker 

(507) 328-6324 

shumaker.jennifer@co.olmsted.mn.us 
 









Rochester American Legion Post 92 
915 21st Ave SE 
Rochester, MN 55904 
3rd Tuesday of each month 
7pm 
Auxiliary Unit 92 
3rd Tuesday of each month 
5:30pm 
Sons of the American Legion 
2nd Thursday of each month 
6pm 
Legion Riders 
3rd Thursday of each month 
7pm 
Marine Corps League  
2nd Thursday  
7pm 

 
Rochester VFW Post Meeting 
2nd Tuesday of each Month VFW Post 1215 
2775 43rd St. NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
7pm 
 
Byron American Legion Post 119 
3rd Monday of the month  
7pm 
505 Frontage Road NW, Byron, MN 
  
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Meets 4th Monday each month 
at 7:00pm,  
Vietnam Veterans Spouse Support Group 
Meets 4th Monday each month 
At 7:00pm 
Thor Detachment 606 Marine Corp League Meet-
ing 
4th Tuesday of the month, 7pm 
MOPH  
3rd Thursday of the month 6pm 
VFW Post 1215 
2775 43rd St NW, Rochester, MN  55901 
 
 
Stewartville American Legion Post 164 
Meeting 3rd Monday each month, 7:30pm 
1100 2nd Ave NW, Stewartville 
 
Stewartville VFW Post 8980 
Meeting 1st Monday each month, 7pm 
1100 2nd Ave NW, Stewartville 
 
 
 

DAV Meeting 
2nd Monday, of each Month Rochester’s Elks Lodge 
1652 Hwy 52 N, Rochester, MN  55901 
5:30pm dinner, meeting at 6:00pm 
 
Korean Veterans  
Every Monday at Grandmas Kitchen 
1514 N Broadway, Rochester, MN 55906 
(Silver lake plaza) 
8 AM 
 
Kasson American Legion Post 333  
Third Thursday of the month, 8pm  
212 West Main Street , Kasson, MN 55944  
 
Chatfield VFW Post 6913 
2nd Monday of the month 
9– 2nd St SW, Chatfield, MN 
 
Gulf War Veterans of America 
1st Monday of each month 
7pm, at the Rochester American Legion, Post 92 
315 First Ave NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
 
Eyota American Legion Post 551 
2nd Monday each month 6:30pm 
11 Madison Ave NW 
Eyota, MN  55934 
Legion Riders 
4th Wednesday each month 7:30pm 
 
Pine Island American Legion Post 184 
2nd Monday of the month 7PM 
108 1st Ave SE 
Pine Island, MN 
 
Oronoco VFW Post 9647 
First Monday of each month 7pm 
Auxiliary meeting same time, separate meeting 
5 MN Avenue S 
Oronoco, MN  55960 
   



“To promote the interests and welfare 
of veterans, their dependents and  
survivors and to enhance their quality 
of life through counseling, claims   
assistance, education, advocacy and 
special projects.” 

Veteran Services 
2100 Campus Drive 
SE, Suite  200 
Rochester, MN  55904 


