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Happy June 2021 to the Olmsted County veteran’s community! Prior to the pandemic our office was in 

the middle of changing and updating our service delivery model gearing towards a hybrid approach with 

walk-ins (no appointment necessary) and scheduled appointments which allows the OC Veterans staff to 

be better involved in the claims process with our veterans and families. This new service delivery      

platform will go live on Tuesday June 1st, 2021. When you come out to the 2100 building on campus you 

may notice a few changes. Karen Applen is positioned at the front desk of the first floor. We have al-

so added a kiosk on the first floor that will become operational where veterans and other clients will be 

able to check-in for appointments and scan documents in. Please check in with Karen on the first floor 

before going directly upstairs.  

 

As with any new changes to a program or service delivery there may be some bumps as we transition. I 

ask that you remain patient and realize that our staff and administrative support staff will assist in every 

way possible. Again, everyone deserves grace especially after this past year.  

 

• Walk-ins for the morning from 8 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., Monday thru Friday  

• Scheduled appointments in 1-hour increments at 1:00, 2:00 and 3:00 in the afternoon, Monday thru 

Thursday.  

• We have also blocked a dedicated time to allow for administrative and training time for OC Veterans 

staff.  

 

You can schedule an appointment on our newly designed website. You can learn more about our website 

and the services we offer, including when would be the best time to walk-in and when you should  

schedule an appointment. Olmsted County Veterans Appointment Calendar  

https://webapps.co.olmsted.mn.us/VeteransAppointmentCalendar/ 

 

We look forward to serving you and seeing you in person!  

https://webapp.co.olmsted.mn.us/VeteransAppointmentCalendar/


Veteran Services is now open for scheduled appointments and walk ins.   

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Walk-In Appointments: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

Appointments taken Monday - Thursday, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

Olmsted County Veterans Appointment Calendar  

https://webapps.co.olmsted.mn.us/VeteransAppointmentCalendar/ 

Address: 

Olmsted County Veteran Services Office 
2100 Campus Drive SE, Suite 200 
Rochester, MN 55904  

Phone: 507-328-6355 

Fax: 507-328-7950 

Emails:  

Admin: Karen Applen, applen.karen@co.olmsted.mn.us 

Service Officer Supervisor: Nathan Pike, pike.nathan@co.olmsted.mn.us 

Service Officer: Jennifer Shumaker, shumaker.jennifer@co.olmsted.mn.us 

Service Officer: Ashley Laganiere, laganiere.ashley@co.olmsted.mn.us 

https://webapp.co.olmsted.mn.us/VeteransAppointmentCalendar/


Chester Woods Park 
Through December 2021 Chester Woods is offering free park  
entrance for all!  

Veterans with a service connected VA Disability rating can obtain 
a free pass to Chester Woods annually, but this will not be a     
factor now that the park is offering free admission through the 
end of the year. 

Daily Park Hours: 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
• Swimming Beach 
• Boat launch and fishing 
• Water equipment rentals 
• 16 miles of hiking trails 
• 5 miles of groomed trails for cross-county skiing or fat tire biking 
• 7 picnic areas 
• 50-unit campground and restrooms with showers 
Many native plant and animal species 



















PTSD Support Group 

Want to: Know that others are going through something similar to you? Learn tips on how to handle  
day-to-day challenges? Meet new friends or connect with others who understand you? Learn how to talk 
about things that bother you or how to ask for help? Learn to trust other people? Hear about helpful new 
perspectives from others? Then this is the group for you! 
SEMCIL, and Olmsted County Veteran Services is offering a support group for Veterans that have been 

diagnosed with PTSD, or those who have signs and symptoms of PTSD, and their family members. 

Sometimes the most painful injuries aren’t physical. Whether it’s PTSD, TBI, combat stress, or any other 

mental health condition, we’re here to help you get through it. The group will be facilitated by Jennifer 

Shumaker, Veteran and Olmsted County Veterans Service Officer.  

 

Thursday, June 24 

630pm-800pm 

VFW 

2775 43rd Street NW 

Rochester, MN  55901 

Jennifer Shumaker 

(507) 328-6324 

shumaker.jennifer@co.olmsted.mn.us 
 



DAV Meeting 
(507) 773-5055 
1652 Hwy 52 N, Rochester, MN  55901 
2nd Monday, of each Month Rochester’s Elks Lodge 
5:30pm dinner, meeting at 6:00pm 
 
Korean Veterans  
 
Every Monday at Grandmas Kitchen 
1514 N Broadway, Rochester, MN 55906 
(Silver lake plaza) 
8 AM 
 
Kasson American Legion Post 333  
(507) 634-4353 
212 West Main Street , Kasson, MN 55944  
Third Thursday of the month, 8pm  
 
 
Chatfield VFW Post 6913 
(507) 867-3144 
9– 2nd St SW, Chatfield, MN 
2nd Monday of the month 7:00pm 
 
Eyota American Legion Post 551 
(507) 545-2688 
2nd Monday each month 6:30pm 
11 Madison Ave NW 
Eyota, MN  55934 
Legion Riders 
4th Wednesday each month 7:30pm 
 
Pine Island American Legion Post 184 
(507)356-8991 
108 1st Ave SE 
Pine Island, MN 
2nd Monday of the month 7PM 
 
Oronoco VFW Post 9647 
(507) 367-4635 
5 MN Avenue S 
Oronoco, MN  55960 
First Tuesday of each month 7pm 
Auxiliary meeting same time, separate meeting 
 
 
Dodge Center American Legion Post 384 
(507) 633-6420 
401 Highway St W 
Dodge Center, MN  55927 
2nd Monday each month 7pm 

Rochester American Legion Post 92 
(507)282-1322 
915 21st Ave SE 
Rochester, MN  55904 
3rd Tuesday of each month 
7pm 
Auxiliary Unit 92 
3rd Tuesday of each month 
5:30pm 
Sons of the American Legion 
2nd Thursday of each month 
6PM 
Legion Riders 
3rd Thursday of each month 
7pm 
 
Rochester VFW Post Meeting 
(507) 289-6818 
2775 43rd St. NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
2nd Tuesday of each Month VFW Post 1215 
7pm 
Marine Corps League 
4th Tuesday of each month 
7pm 
 
 
Byron American Legion Post 119 
(507) 775-6871 
505 Frontage Road NW, Byron, MN 
3rd Monday of the month  
6pm 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
(507) 990-1347  
Meets 4th Monday each month 
at 7:00pm,  
Vietnam Veterans Spouse Support Group 
Meets 4th Monday each month 
At 7:00pm 
Thor Detachment 606 Marine Corp League Meeting 
4th Tuesday of the month, 7pm 
MOPH  
3rd Thursday of the month 6pm 
VFW Post 1215 
2775 43rd St NW, Rochester, MN  55901 
 
Stewartville American Legion Post 164 
(507) 533-9281 
1100 2nd Ave NW, Stewartville 
Meeting 3rd Monday each month, 7:30pm 
 
 
Stewartville VFW Post 8980 
(507) 533-9281 
1100 2nd Ave NW, Stewartville 
Meeting 1st Monday each month, 7pm 
 
 
 



“To promote the interests and welfare 
of veterans, their dependents and  
survivors and to enhance their quality 
of life through counseling, claims   
assistance, education, advocacy and 
special projects.” 
 

Veteran Services 
2100 Campus Drive 
SE, Suite  200 
Rochester, MN  55904 


