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Rochester, MN is a fun place to be on July 4th, and there is so much to do!  

Events at Silver Lake Park 

July 4th "Petty Fever" Concert & Fireworks Display 8:30pm 

Salute to the 4th Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show 3pm-5:30pm 

Salute to the 4th Free Kids Camp 3:30pm-5:30pm 

Salute to the 4th Stage & Food Truck Festival 300pm-11:45pm 

Event at 8 Fisherman Drive NW, Oronoco, MN 55960 

4th of July SkiDox Holiday Waterski Show 1pm  





Rochester VA Outpatient Clinic MOVING!! 



 

Commander,  

 It is not a surprise to anyone in this organization that the National Service Officer program is no longer 

an operational entity, and needs to be down sized so the Order can financially maintain a NSO program. There 

is no need to blame anyone; it does not eliminate the issue and only wastes valuable time that should be focused 

on supporting the veterans and their families. A cost cutting program must be enacted, and I suggest that it 

start at the top and work down.  Start with removal of all NSO HQ staff, NSO director (his contract cancella-

tion will require an NEC vote), regional directors, and the NSOs who are not funded by departments.  This is a 

very difficult and heart wrenching thing to do, but for the survival of the program it must be done. The only 

MOPH National Service offices that will be allowed to remain open are those that are financially supported by 

MOPH departments or staffed by volunteers.  One issue that must be addressed is those claims that are cur-

rently in the appeal process. There are approximately 11,000 such claims. Current VA Director Robert Wilkie 

initiated a directive that all appeals must be judicated by the end of 2019. This places a tremendous burden on 

the Order. I have been informed that there is an office in the DC area that was opened by our current National 

Service Director to handle these cases. You have a copy of a grievance email sent by a veteran’s daughter, 

which was unrepresented by a MOPH NSO at the hearing.  This poses a question of why this grievance filed in 

Houston was not referred to the staff in DC to handle this appeal.  I am concerned that there could be more vet-

erans in the system that may face the same situation. This causes potential credibility issues within the VA.  

From the tone of that lengthy email by the daughter of the veteran who had no MOPH representation at his ap-

peals hearing and the email exchange between the N Sr Vice and the NS Director that followed was upsetting. I 

am also concerned because the Order has heard nothing from the NS Director on how he has been handing this 

appeals issue.  

Another issue that must be addressed is why the VA software used to handle claims that give the NSO 

access to veteran information has been turned off? We have NSO offices in departments that are self supported 

financially, and have volunteers who need this software.  

            Questions that need answers by the NSO are as follows. How many active appeals are there currently in 

the MOPH backlog? How many active claims are there currently in the MOPH backlog?  Has Arthur Coleman 

our NSO Director put together a plan with a timeline indicating when the MOPH claims and appeals will be 

transferred or be judicated? 

 Commander, the Patriots of the Order need to be aware that this situation exists, and that something is 

being done to rectify this grave issue. An NEC vote will be needed to save what we can of the NSO program. It 

is not your call, but the NEC who makes these decisions when it comes to the survival of our beloved Order and 

our NSO program.  

YIP, Rick Cherone  

National Junior Vice Commander 







 

ROCHESTER VA RED CARPET EVENT 
 

Would you like to learn how to navigate the VA system? Come join us 
for an informational meeting for new and established patients. 

 
Some of the topics that will be covered: 

• Primary Care including chronic disease management, patient education, and health promotion 

• Immunizations 

• Mental Health Services with on-site staff and telemedicine capability linked to providers in  

       Minneapolis  

• Tele-Healthcare with Minneapolis providers 

• Laboratory Services 

• Minor Procedures 

• Women’s Health Care 

• Mental Health 

• Co-Managed Care 

• Pharmacy Management 

 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 
Every 3rd Thursday of the month in room 117, at 2:00pm 

At the Rochester VA Clinic 
3900 Fairway PL NW  

Rochester MN 55901  







 

SEMCIL, and Olmsted County Veteran Services is offering a support group for Veterans that have been 

diagnosed with PTSD, or those who have signs and symptoms of PTSD, and their family members. Some-

times the most painful injuries aren’t physical. Whether it’s PTSD, TBI, combat stress, or any other men-

tal health condition, we’re here to help you get through it. The group will be facilitated by Jennifer Shu-

maker, Veteran and Olmsted County Veterans Service Officer.  

 

Thursday, July 25th, 2019 

ANNUAL POT LUCK 

(Do not need to bring a dish to participate) 

Guest Speakers 

 

630pm-800pm 

VFW 

2775 43rd Street NW 

Rochester, MN  55901 

Jennifer Shumaker 

(507) 328-6324 

shumaker.jennifer@co.olmsted.mn.us 
 







DAV Meeting 
2nd Monday, of each Month Rochester’s Elks Lodge 
1652 Hwy 52 N, Rochester, MN  55901 
5:30pm dinner, meeting at 6:00pm 
 
Korean Veterans  
Every Monday at Grandmas Kitchen 
1514 N Broadway, Rochester, MN 55906 
(Silver lake plaza) 
8 AM 
 
Kasson American Legion Post 333  
Third Thursday of the month, 8pm  
212 West Main Street , Kasson, MN 55944  
 
Chatfield VFW Post 6913 
2nd Monday of the month 
9– 2nd St SW, Chatfield, MN 
 
Gulf War Veterans of America 
1st Monday of each month 
7pm, at the Rochester American Legion, Post 92 
315 First Ave NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
 
Eyota American Legion Post 551 
2nd Monday each month 6:30pm 
11 Madison Ave NW 
Eyota, MN  55934 
Legion Riders 
4th Wednesday each month 7:30pm 
 
Pine Island American Legion Post 184 
2nd Monday of the month 7PM 
108 1st Ave SE 
Pine Island, MN 
 
Oronoco VFW Post 9647 
First Monday of each month 7pm 
Auxiliary meeting same time, separate meeting 
5 MN Avenue S 
Oronoco, MN  55960 
   

Rochester American Legion Post 92 
915 21st Ave SE 
Rochester, MN  55904 
3rd Tuesday of each month 
7pm 
Auxiliary Unit 92 
3rd Tuesday of each month 
5:30pm 
Sons of the American Legion 
2nd Thursday of each month 
6PM 
Legion Riders 
3rd Thursday of each month 
7pm 
Marine Corps League 
2nd Thursday of each month 
7pm 
 
Rochester VFW Post Meeting 
2nd Tuesday of each Month VFW Post 1215 
2775 43rd St. NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
7pm 
 
Byron American Legion Post 119 
3rd Monday of the month  
7pm 
505 Frontage Road NW, Byron, MN 
  
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Meets 4th Monday each month 
at 7:00pm,  
Vietnam Veterans Spouse Support Group 
Meets 4th Monday each month 
At 7:00pm 
Thor Detachment 606 Marine Corp League Meeting 
4th Tuesday of the month, 7pm 
MOPH  
3rd Thursday of the month 6pm 
VFW Post 1215 
2775 43rd St NW, Rochester, MN  55901 
 
 
Stewartville American Legion Post 164 
Meeting 3rd Monday each month, 7:30pm 
1100 2nd Ave NW, Stewartville 
 
Stewartville VFW Post 8980 
Meeting 1st Monday each month, 7pm 
1100 2nd Ave NW, Stewartville 
 
 
 



“To promote the interests and welfare 
of veterans, their dependents and  
survivors and to enhance their quality 
of life through counseling, claims   
assistance, education, advocacy and 
special projects.” 

Veteran Services 
2100 Campus Drive 
SE, Suite  200 
Rochester, MN  55904 


