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  Where you begin your post-secondary education is critical. This guide presents important factors you should 
consider towards becoming an informed consumer first and a GI Bill user second. 
Choosing the right career means considering many important factors. The Department of Labor’s (DOL) career 
search tool My Next Move for Vets (http://www.mynextmove.org/vets/) is where you can review information 
about careers for hundreds of standardized and industry-specific descriptors. You might also want to research 
the projected demand for career fields. The Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook Handbook 
(http://www.bls.gov/ooh/) provides information on the expected job prospects for different types of jobs, the 
education needed, earnings, what workers do on the job and working conditions. Finally, be sure to explore 
your vocational interests in-depth. The self-assessment tool Career Scope (http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/
careerscope.asp) is designed to help you determine your vocational and aptitude needs as well as academic 
readiness.  
 
Choosing the right school involves more than just completing the school’s application process. Make sure the 
school you attend meets your standards and expectations.  For more information on what your GI Bill benefits 
will cover, visit our GI Bill Comparison Tool (http://department-of-veterans-affairs.github.io/gi-bill-comparison
-tool/)  to start researching schools. The Federal Trade Commission also has some helpful information to help 
you decide. Their “Choosing a College” (http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0395-choosing-college-
questions-ask) guide has eight questions to ask yourself and your potential school before making any deci-
sions. 
Other things to check for:  

 Transfer of credits from other schools or for military training  

 Campus and community service  

 A strong Veteran voice  

 Central point of contact  

 Veteran specific space  

 Principles of Excellence participant 

 Expanded housing options  
 
Given your GI Bill education benefit level and choice of school, you may not need student loans. Depending 
upon your time in service, your tuition and fees charges could be completely or mostly covered, depending 
upon your choice of a school or program. If you do take out loans, make sure you fully understand capitalized 
interest and the repayment terms or you may become heavily indebted. Other questions to ask yourself:  

 What is a reasonable amount to pay for my degree?  

 What is my interest rate and when do I have to start paying the loan back?  

 Will I make enough money to repay my student loan debt?  
 
If you must take out loans to help pay for school, consider a Federal Direct Loan (http://www.direct.ed.gov/) 
from ED as repayment terms are generally more flexible and there are greater consumer protections. Check 
the online tools available through ED at https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/ and the Department of Education’s 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid-offer/index.html  
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Rochester American Legion Post 92 
3rd Tuesday of each month 
315 First Ave NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
7pm 
Legion Riders 
2nd Thursday of each month 
 7pm 
Forty et eight at the American Legion 
2nd Tuesday of each month 
7pm 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
3rd Thursday of each month,  
6pm, March, May, July, September, and  
November 
 
Rochester VFW Post Meeting 
2nd Tuesday of each Month VFW Post 1215 
16 6th Street SW, Rochester, MN  55902 
7pm 
 
Byron American Legion Post 119 
1st Monday of the month  
8pm 
505 Frontage Road NW, Byron, MN 
  

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Meets 4th Monday each month 
at 7:00pm, at the Rochester American Legion 
315 First Ave NW 
Rochester, MN  55901  
 
 
 

DAV Meeting 
2nd Monday, of each Month Rochester’s Elks Lodge 
1652 Hwy 52 N, Rochester, MN  55901 
5:30pm dinner, meeting at 6:00pm 
 
Korean War Veterans  
Every Monday at Grandmas Kitchen 
1514 N Broadway, Rochester, MN 55906 
(Silver lake plaza) 
8 AM 
 
Marine Corp League Meeting 
4th Tuesday of the month, 7pm, VFW Post 1215 
16 6th Street SW, Rochester, MN  55902 
 
Kasson American Legion Post 333 
Third Thursday of the month 
March 19 , 7pm 
212 West Main Street , Kasson, MN  55944 
 
Chatfield VFW Post 6913 
2nd Tuesday of the month 
9– 2nd St SW, Chatfield, MN 
 
Gulf War Veterans of America 
1st Monday of each month 
May 4th 1st kick off meeting 
7pm, at the Rochester American Legion 
315 First Ave NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other upcoming local events 
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“To promote the interests and welfare of 
veterans, their dependents and survivors 
and to enhance their quality of life 
through counseling, claims assistance, 
education, advocacy and special  
projects.” 

Veterans Services 

2100 Campus Drive SE, 
Suite  200 
Rochester, MN  55904 


