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Fantastic Fall Drive in SE Minnesota 
 

What is so delightful about the topsy-turvy, southeastern corner of the state? Bucking hills, deeply 

carved valleys, twisting roads. It is so unlike the rest of Minnesota. The Historic Bluff Country Sce-

nic Byway begins south of Rochester and follows the Root River east. By the time you pass through 

Spring Valley (where Laura Ingalls Wilder used to attend church), Fountain (named for the abun-

dant springs in the area), and Rushford (which prides itself on its converted railroad depot, now a 

museum) and reach the river’s terminus at La Crescent, the limestone bluffs tower hundreds of feet 

above it. A bonus to this spectacular scenery are the old valley towns such as Preston and Lanesbo-

ro, with their handsome main streets and stout brick and stone buildings. Do not forget to make a 

stop into the Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery in Preston at 715, Highway 52 South. 

 

Stops along the way 
• Near Preston, Forestville/Mystery Cave State Park, 21071 County 118, Preston 

• Just east of Preston on Highway 52 and Highway 16, Preston Apple and Berry Farm 

• For Casual dining along the Root River: 

-The Branding Iron, Hwy 16 & 52 North, Preston 

-Riverside on the Root, 101 Parkway Ave South, Lanesboro 

-Old Village Hall Restaurant, 111 Coffee Street, Lanesboro 

-Shawnees, 220 South Mill Street, Rushford 













Sitting high above the Mississippi River, the Minneapolis Veterans Home has provided 

care and respite for our state’s Veterans since the 1880’s. Produced by TPT with the       

Department of Veterans Affairs, Heroes & History introduces viewers to Veterans and staff 

and learn how this historic site has changed to meet the needs of its residents. 

 

This program will air on Sunday, October 14th at 730pm on TPT MN:  

 

https://www.tpt.org/channels/ 

 



Register Now for Veteran Bulldog Companion 

The entry period will run from September 15th – October 31st. The selection of recipient should be 

completed before November 10th, with an anticipated delivery of puppy between November 12th – 21st. 

Enter the Contest: During the Entry Period send entry and photos via e mail to mnvetbulldog-

pif@gmail.com OR via postal mail to PayItForward Bulldog 64456 230th Street Dexter, MN 55926. 

Send a maximum of three [3] photos) of your home & yard (each, a “Photo”) and a minimum 500 word 

up to 100 word essay (each, an “Essay”) (collectively, your Photo(s) and Essay may be referred to as 

your “Submission”) explaining (in English) your service & desire to receive a companion bulldog; and 

(b) provide your complete name, email address phone number and mailing address; (ii) signify your 

agreement that you have read and agree to be legally bound by the terms and conditions of these Offi-

cial Rules (collectively, your Submission and Form may be referred to as your “Entry”). REGISTER 

AT: http://www.payitforwardtng.org/bulldog-veteran-campaign/ 

 

Campaign Rules can be found here: http://www.payitforwardtng.org/bulldog-veteran-campaign/rules/ 

 

 

 

 



2018 Fall Conference 
 

 

Fall conference will be in Rochester at the- 

Rochester VFW Post #1215 
2775 43rd street NW Rochester MN 

on October 13th at 8 a.m. 

more info will be posted on a later date. 

http://purpleheartmn.org/2018/09/2018-fall-conference/
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Would you like to learn how to navigate the VA system? Come join 
us for an informational meeting for new and established patients. 

 
Some of the topics that will be covered: 
Co-managed care 
Mental health 
Women’s health 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 
Every 3rd Thursday of the month in room 117, at 2:00pm 
At the Rochester VA Clinic, **NOTE NEW ADDRESS** 

3900 Fairway PL NW  

Rochester MN 55901  
Please call CVSO’s at 507-328-6355 







 
SEMCIL, and Olmsted County Veteran Services is offering a support group for Veterans 
that have been diagnosed with PTSD, or those who have signs and symptoms of PTSD, and 
their family members. Maybe you need to talk or just be in the company of your extended 
Veteran family. The support group will be a place for Veterans to share, heal and talk about 
their experiences in dealing with PTSD. We will be there for each other. We are our brothers 
and sisters keepers because the oath we took to never leave a fallen comrade has no         
expiration date. For many of us, combat veterans, there are daily reminders of combat 
stress. The group will be facilitated by Jennifer Shumaker, Veteran and Olmsted County 
Veterans Service Officer.  

PTSD Support group 
 

Tuesday, October 30th 
630pm-830pm 

 
NEW LOCATION 

VFW 
2775 43rd Street NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 

 
Jennifer Shumaker 

(507) 328-6324 
shumaker.jennifer@co.olmsted.mn.us 

 
 
 





Rochester American Legion Post 92 
3rd Tuesday of each month 
7pm 
Sons of the American Legion 
2nd Thursday of each month 
6pm 
Legion Riders 
3rd Thursday of each month 
 7pm 
Forty et eight at the American Legion 
2nd Tuesday of each month 
630pm 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary 
2nd Thursday of each month 
7pm 
315 First Ave NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
 
Rochester VFW Post Meeting 
2nd Tuesday of each Month VFW Post 1215 
2775 43rd St. NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
7pm 
 
Byron American Legion Post 119 
3rd Monday of the month  
7pm 
505 Frontage Road NW, Byron, MN 
  
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Meets 4th Monday each month 
at 7:00pm,  
Vietnam Veterans Spouse Support Group 
Meets 4th Monday each month 
At 7:00pm 
Thor Detachment 606 Marine Corp League Meeting 
4th Tuesday of the month, 7pm 
MOPH  
3rd Thursday of the month 6pm 
VFW Post 1215 
2775 43rd St NW, Rochester, MN  55901 
 
 
Stewartville American Legion Post 164 
Meeting 3rd Monday each month, 7:30pm 
1100 2nd Ave NW, Stewartville 
 
Stewartville VFW Post 8980 
Meeting 1st Monday each month, 7pm 
1100 2nd Ave NW, Stewartville 
 
 
 

DAV Meeting 
2nd Monday, of each Month Rochester’s Elks Lodge 
1652 Hwy 52 N, Rochester, MN  55901 
5:30pm dinner, meeting at 6:00pm 
 
Korean War Veterans  
Every Monday at Grandmas Kitchen 
1514 N Broadway, Rochester, MN 55906 
(Silver lake plaza) 
8 AM 
 
Kasson American Legion Post 333  
Third Thursday of the month, 8pm  
212 West Main Street , Kasson, MN 55944  
 
Chatfield VFW Post 6913 
2nd Monday of the month 
9– 2nd St SW, Chatfield, MN 
 
Gulf War Veterans of America 
1st Monday of each month 
7pm, at the Rochester American Legion, Post 92 
315 First Ave NW 
Rochester, MN  55901 
 
Eyota American Legion Post 551 
2nd Monday each month 6:30pm 
11 Madison Ave NW 
Eyota, MN  55934 
Legion Riders 
4th Wednesday each month 7:30pm 
 
Pine Island American Legion Post 184 
2nd Monday of the month 7PM 
108 1st Ave SE 
Pine Island, MN 
 
Oronoco VFW Post 9647 
First Monday of each month 7pm 
Auxiliary meeting same time, separate meeting 
5 MN Avenue S 
Oronoco, MN  55960 
   



“To promote the interests and welfare 
of veterans, their dependents and  
survivors and to enhance their quality 
of life through counseling, claims   
assistance, education, advocacy and 
special projects.” 

2100 Campus Drive 
SE, Suite  200 
Rochester, MN  55904 

Veterans Services 


