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A fun, family Holiday Happening, enjoyable for parents and  

children.  Space is limited, pre-register at:  

www.mallofamerica.om/events/feature/holiday-for-heroes 

 

 

Veteran’s Advocate 
 

Veteran Services 
2100 Campus Drive SE,  

Suite 200 
Rochester, MN  55904 

(507) 328-6355 

December 2014 

 

Upcoming meetings 
 

        

Thursday, December 11 Town Hall 

Meeting Feedback to improve VA  

system 

 

Rochester Armory 1715 Marion Rd 

SE, Rochester, MN 55904 

 

5pm-7pm 

 

 

Tuesday, December 16th at 2:00pm 

and 7:00pm meetings will be held at 

the Preston cemetery in the mainte-

nance building.  This is for the Service 

Organizations so that they may have 

questions answered about the new 

cemetery. 

 

Please RSVP to Jason Marquardt, 

Fillmore County Veterans Service  

Officer, by Wednesday, December 

10th No later than 4:00pm.     

 

Phone   507-765-4937 

E-mail: 

jmarquardt@co.fillmore.mn.us 

 

mailto:jmarquardt@co.fillmore.mn.us
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Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV) invites you to participate in a free: 

 

DROP-IN LEGAL CLINIC FOR VETERANS 

HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, BENEFITS, EXPUNGEMENT, WILLS, 

DEBT COLLECTION, FAMILY LAW INCLUDING CHILD SUPPORT 

 

Tuesday, December 9, 2014 | 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Flag Atrium Balcony Room 2S 114 (ask information desk for directions) 

1 Veterans Drive | Minneapolis, MN | FREE Parking at the VA Medical Center 

 

Attorneys , MACV Staff, County Veterans Service Officers, and Child Support Officers will be 

available throughout the clinic to assist veterans with questions, legal forms and counsel. 



Olmsted County Veteran’s Services  

 

SEMCIL Veteran Services is offering a  

support group for Veterans that have been  

diagnosed with PTSD, or those who have 

signs and symptoms of PTSD, and their  

family members. Maybe you need to talk or 

just be in the company of your extended  

Veteran family.  

The support group will be a place for  

Veterans to share, heal and talk about their  

experiences in dealing with PTSD. We will be 

there for each other.  

 

We are our brothers and sisters keepers  

because the oath we took to never leave a 

fallen comrade has no expiration date. For 

many of us, combat veterans, there are daily 

reminders of combat stress.  

The group will be facilitated by Jennifer 

Shumaker, Veteran and Olmsted County  

Veterans  

Service Officer.  

Upcoming meetings:  

Thursday, January 29, 2015 

Thursday , February 26, 2015 

6:30pm-8:30 p.m.  

American Legion Post 92  
315 1st Ave NW,  

Rochester, MN, 55901  

Jennifer at 507-328-6324 or 

shumaker.jennifer@co.olmsted.mn.us  

 PTSD Support 

Group 

for Veterans  

PTSD Support Group 

for family members and friends of Veterans 

SEMCIL Veteran Services is offering a support group 

for family members and friends of 

veterans that suffer from PTSD, or those who have signs 

and symptoms of PTSD. Maybe you need to talk or just 

be in the company of another Veteran family. The  

support group will be a place for families to share, heal 

and talk about their experiences in dealing with being a 

family member or friend of a veteran with PTSD. 

 

The group will be facilitated by Connie While, Veteran 

and SEMCIL Veterans Services Coordinator. This will 

be hosted quarterly, coinciding with the PTSD support 

group for veterans.  

 
Thursday, January 29, 2015 

 

6:30pm-8:30 p.m. 

 

American Legion 
POST 92 

315 1st Ave NW, Rochester, MN  55901 

 

 

SEMCIL at 507-285-1815 

 PTSD Support 

Group 

for Families and 

Friends of Veterans 
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Transfer of Post 9/11 GI Bill benefits, must be completed, while still serving 

The transferability option under the Post-9/11 GI Bill allows Service members to transfer all or some unused benefits 

to their spouse or dependent children. The Department of Defense (DoD) determines whether or not you can transfer 

benefits to your family. Once the DoD approves benefits for transfer, the new beneficiaries apply for them at VA.  

To find out more, visit the DoD website at: http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2009/0409_gibill/  

OR 

apply now at: https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/milconnect/faces/index.jspx?

_afrLoop=1194187494543957&_afrWindowMode=0&_adf.ctrl-state=15g3otw2kn_4 

Type of Assistance 

Eligible Service members may transfer all 36 months or the portion of unused Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits (unless 

DoD or the Department of Homeland Security has limited the number of transferable months). If you're eligible, you 

may transfer benefits to the following individuals: 

 Your spouse 

 One or more of your children 

Any combination of spouse and child 

Available Benefits and Eligibility 

Family members must be enrolled in the Defense Eligibility Enrollment Reporting System (DEERS) and be eligible 

for benefits at the time of transfer to receive transferred benefits. 

The option to transfer is open to any member of the armed forces active duty or Selected Reserve, officer or enlisted 

who is eligible for the Post-9/11 GI Bill, and meets the following criteria: 

 Has at least six years of service in the armed forces (active duty and/or Selected Reserve) on the date of approval 

and agrees to serve four additional years in the armed forces from the date of election. 

 Has at least 10 years of service in the armed forces (active duty and/or Selected Reserve) on the date of ap-

proval, is precluded by either standard policy (by Service Branch or DoD) or statute from committing to four 

additional years, and agrees to serve for the maximum amount of time allowed by such policy or statute. 

 Is or becomes retirement-eligible and agrees to serve an additional four years of service on or after Aug. 1, 2012. 

A Service member is considered to be retirement-eligible if he or she has completed 20 years of active federal 

service or 20 qualifying years as computed (pursuant to section 12732 of title 10 U.S.C.). 

Transfer requests are submitted and approved while the member is in the armed forces. 

 



“To promote the interests and welfare of 
veterans, their dependents and survivors 
and to enhance their quality of life 
through counseling, claims assistance, 
education, advocacy and special  
projects.” 

Veterans Services 

2100 Campus Drive SE, 
Suite  200 
Rochester, MN  55904 


